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Money flowed 
in Congress to 
OK Pagcor bid 


WORLD / А26 


Paris Hilton begins 
3-week jail term for 
violating probation 


ENTERTAINMENT / F1 
Johnny Depp, ‘Pirates’ 
win popcorn prize at 
MTV Movie Awards 


NEWS / A20 


Manila Mayor-elect 
Alfredo Lim reopens 
Arroceros Park to public 


NEWS / A9 


Japan agency ups 
RP credit rating from 
‘stable’ to ‘positive’ 


Pichay bows out; vows 
to bounce back in 2010 | 


ByGilc. 
edv ‘Cabacungan Jr. 
SPIRIT! THE SENATORIAL CAM- 
paign might have cost. 
him a king's ransom but 
Prospero “Butch” 
Pichay, the 2007 elec- 


7773 GMA іп Fatima thanks 
Ош Lady for Mike A cure 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


LISBON (VIA PLOT}—PRESIDENT MACAPA- 

gal-Arroyo yesterday became the first Philippine. 
leader to make a pilgrimage to the shrine of Our 
Lady of Fatima in Portugal, lighting a candle and 


BALANCED ЁЁ praying at the site where 90 years ago the Virgin 


tions’ top spender, be- 
PICHAY! Аз! 


Spy chief snubs 
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Jonas hearing 


Missing activist, 
media icon shared 
passion for farming 


ByFe Zamora 


THE MISSING FARMER-ACTIVIST 
Jonas Joseph Burgos enjoyed the respect 
ofthe person he admired most—his fa- 
ther, the late press freedom icon Jose 
"Joe" Burgos Jr. 

‘The mutual admiration dated back to 
the 1970s when Joe Burgos was a strug- 
gling publisher of the hard-hitting 
tabloid We Forum and Jonas was one of 
its "newsboys," his mother, Edita, told 
фено. 

“Joe was not only proud of Jonas? 
workas an agriculturist; he also respect- 
ed his son,” she said. 

By Edita’s account, Jonas had been 

MISSING! AIO 


Isafp chief no-show 
again in CHR probe 


By Volt Contreras 


NOT ONLY WAS THE CHIEF 


OF THE INTELLIGENCE SER- 


vice of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (Isafp) a no-show 
for the second time at the Commission on Human Rights’ 
public inquiry yesterday into Jonas Burgos’ disappearance, 
his lawyer also refused to take part in the hearing. 


CHR Chair Purificacion Quisumbing 
chided Maj. Ser-me Ayuyao, who was 
representing Isafp chief Maj. Gen. Delfin 
Bangit, when the lawyer questioned the 
legality of the proceedings. 

“We will note that you have a certain 
predilection to be uncooperative,” an ap- 
parently annoyed Quisumbing told 


Ayuyao after he declined to take the 
"witness stand." 

Ayuyao, who heads Isafp legal affairs, 
answered in the affirmative when asked 
by Quisumbing if he was “objecting” to 
the proceedings. 

He argued that the hearing was tanta 

SPY CHIEF/ AIO 


By T] Burgonio 
and Tina б. Santos 


“ONE SCHOOL DAY, OUR TEACHER 
asked us to draw a picture of the envi- 
ronment. I drew the sky and colored it 
gray Then I drew an ocean and two 
mountains, and colored them brown,” 
thus began young student Zia Mikaela 
de Leon's tale. 

“Then, my teacher said, ‘The sky 
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facto. 

DANCES WITH TREES: Professor Grace Odal-Devora of the University of the Philippines celebrates World Environment Day at the 
‘Anguel (end part oflogs) art installation at the Cultural Center's front tayn. The celebration coincides with the launch ofthe “Tree 
for Life: 20M Seedlings for Planting," a project that aims to surpass last year’s Green Philippine Highway's planting of 800,000 trees. 


Volunteers to plant 20-M trees 


should be light blue, the sea should be 
navy blue, and the mountains should 
be green because there are forests. She 
also asked, ‘What are those things 
floating on the water? They do not 
look like fish." 

‘The grade-schooler said she politely 
told her teacher: "That's how the Earth 
looked like when you were young. But 
today, there are few trees on the dry 
mountains. The air is filled with smoke 


я 


and dust. Garbage swim in the oceans 
instead of fish.” 

But, she said, thanks to the propo- 
nents of the “Trees for Life" project, Fil- 
ipinos “may have a beautiful world to 
enjoy in the furure.” 

De Leon related her tale at yester- 
day's launch of the joint project of the 
Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources and Green Army Foun- 

‘VOLUNTEERS! A20 


Roxas warns: 
JPEPA safety 
nets needed 


Mary: 


тч REMAP LASSER e SERENE кете 


appeared before three children. 
МАГА 


PRESIDENT ARROYO MAKES HISTORY as the first Filipino leader to make a. 
pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal. She poses in front of the Basilica of Our Lady of 


Fatima where she was given a tour of the apparition site. 


FIXING EDUCATION 
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New subsidy plan perils 
rural private high schools 


By Fernando del Mundo 
(astof three parts) 


OFFICIALS OF PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOLS 
in the provinces fear their days are num- 
bered. 

‘Concern centers on a government 
move to phase out the Educational Ser- 
vice Contracting (ESC) program ham- 
mered out with private high schools in 
the 1980s to help poor elementary grad- 
uates. 

The ESC will then be replaced by the 
Educational Voucher System (EVS), if 
the Department of Education overcomes 
objections by private schools mainly run 
by the Catholic Church and religious 
groups. 

Tested last year, the EVS will politicize 
the program and further erode the al- 
ready dismal situation in Philippine edu- 
cation, critics say. 

‘The ESC and EVS differ in the selec- 
tion of schools and student recipients. In 
effect, the EVS will do away with the 
screening mechanism in place for almost 
а quarter of a century and lead to the 
demise of the so-called “nonelite” private 
high schools. 

In a full-page newspaper ad taken out 
last month, the Davao Association of Col- 
leges and Schools and the Coordinating 
Council of Private Educational Associa- 
tions in Region 11 (Southern Mindanao) 
appealed to President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to recain the ESC guidelines for the bene- 
ficiaries coming from 430,000 families 
nationwide. 

The EVS conditions “do not only dis- 
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Group to tap 
people power 
to push reforms 


By Tarra Quismundo 


FRUSTRATED BY UNFULFILLED 
promises of education reforms, an orga- 
nization born out of the "Hello Garci” 
turbulence two years ago is aiming to 
harness people power to fix schools, 
train teachers and help the Filipino stu- 
dent learn more. 

The International Center for Innova- 
tion, Transformation and Excellence їп 
Governance (INCITEGov) is seeking to 
catalyze а proeducation constituency 
that will maximize democracy in revital- 
izing the education system. 

Conceived as a lobby and voting bloc, 
the nongovernment organization com- 
posed of former government officials and 
academics is envisioned to pressure the 
‘Arroyo administration to pursue reforms, 
support and install leaders committed to 
the process and make them accountable. 

"You use certain issues, identify сег- 
tain goals, but you build a certain con- 
sticuency around the reform that says we! 

GROUP A20 


15 Liberals back Garcia bid for speakership 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


CEBUS 


CONGRESSMAN-ELECT 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


‘THOUSANDS OF FILIPINO WORKERS IN FAC- 
tories making garments and electric appli- 
ances, and assembling automobiles stand to 
lose their jobs if the government implements 
an economic deal with Japan without putting 

safety nets in place. 
Sen, Manuel A. Roxas П issued the waming 
after President Macapagal-Arroyo pressed on 
ROXAS WARNSI AIO. 


Pablo Garcia has secured the support 
of a bloc of 15 Liberal Party lawmak- 
ers in his bid to topple Speaker Jose 
de Venecia, a ranking LP member told 
the INQUIRER. 

Quezon Rep. Lorenzo Tafiada Ш 
said the 15 LP representatives elect- 
ed to the incoming 14th Congress 
would present a common front 
when the speakership issue came to 
a vote. 

"We are going to vote this week to 


puta decision on the matter. We have 
already decided that we will vote as 
one. My reading of the numbers is 
that we are inclined to support Gar- 
cia,” Tafiada said in an interview the 
other day. 

“Garcia is more acceptable. For in- 
stance, on the issue of Cha-cha, he be- 
lieves that if ever there will be Char- 
ter change, it should be through a 
constitutional convention,” added 
Tafiada, a member of the national ex- 
ecutive council of the mainstream LP 
under the leadership of Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon. 

Tañada said the LP had adopted 


SPEAK EASY 


DEVENECIA: Scores GARCIA: Chamber, 
coupbutnotGMAnod. пос Charter, change. 


* 


the same position оп Cha-cha. 

Earlier, Drilon declared his support 
for Garcia, saying in Cebu City that he. 
admired Garcia's independent stance, 
оп several issues, even if he was ani 
Arroyo айу. y 

One of those issues, Drilon said, 
was the administration move last 
year to change the Constitution 
through peoples initiative—which 
Garcia opposed. 

This is why he believes Garcia will 
not be a puppet of the administra- 
tion, Drilon said. 

He said the LP's House contingent 
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‘ENOUGH IS ENOUGH’ 


DAR chief calls in Negros troops 


By T] Burgonio 


AGRARIAN REFORM 
secretary Nasser Pan- 
gandaman yesterday 
condemned the killing 
of two land reform ben- 
eficiaries and the 
wounding of six other 
farmers in a sugar plan- 
tation in Negros Occi- 
dental and asked police 
and military authorities 
to send more troops to 
the contested Hacienda 
Velez-Malaga. 


In a strongly worded state- 
ment, Pangandaman said the 
farmers had every right to enter 
the property since it was already 
awarded to them. He ordered the 
Department of Agrarian Reform's 
legal office to assist the families 
of the victims in the filing of 
charges and to “do its best to 
bring all the perpetrators to jus- 
tice.” 

‘The two farmers gunned down 
by security guards of the hacien- 
da were among 57 of over 100 
beneficiaries of a land grant un- 
der the government's agrarian re- 
form program who Pangan- 
daman had personally installed 
last March, two months after they 
staged a hunger strike in front of 
his office. 

Pangandaman also warned 
that “heads would roll” in the 


MAPALAD FARMERS display photos of the attack which 


provincial DAR office if he found 
that they had delayed the survey 
he ordered to determine the 
boundary of the land granted to 
the farmer-beneficiaries. 


‘Cold-blooded murder’ 

Although police officials said 
they were readying homicide 
charges against the hacienda 
guards, Pangandaman described 
the killing as “cold-blooded mur- 
der" 

"Enough is enough," Pangan- 
daman stated, warning that the 
government "would not allow 
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anybody to scuttle the gains of 
land reform." 

The farmers organization Task 
Force Mapalad (TFM), however, 
blamed the violence on the gov- 
emment itself, including the 
DAR. 

The TEM, to which the Hacien- 
da Velez-Malaga beneficiaries be- 
long, has alleged that President 
Arroyo's brother-in-law, Negros 
Rep. Ignacio "Iggy" Arroyo has 
been using his influence with 
Malacafiang to scuttle the instal- 
lation of the farmers in the plan- 
tation because of his supposedly 


For booth, sponsorship & other inquiries, please contact us at 


813-2353 / 813-2356, email: youthopiaphil@yahoo.com / Ivgonzales@altermedia.com.ph 


d two farmer beneficiaries of Hacienda Velez-Malaga. 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Northern Luzon and Mindanao wil experience mostly 
Cloudy shies with scared rainshowers and thunderstorms. The 
‘est of he country wil have party coud to cloudy ses wth isolat- 
айтап. ' 


"мага Маайа Party Сод Моос Rs 
(Оозум Rains Враз 
GmeywhRars Сеш Party Coaty 
Солоу Rains Tacloban Party Cloudy 
Радиову  Gm.fomos Goudy wih Rains 
Party Condy asy wth Rains 
Party бошу 
Pary Cosy Cincy wih Rains 
COUPLED WY LAWE GUDAN HOUR видо лу SOLACE PAGASA. 


Eledelyn Paclibar, 55, said on 
the verge of tears: “We will die 
defending our right to our land.” 

The farmer beneficiaries said 
they decided to occupy ће 5-ha. 
part of the 56 hectares last Mon- 
day after the DAR regional offi- 
cials kept postponing the conduct 
ofthe survey segregation. 

They said they sought permis- 
sion from the Police Regional Mo- 
bile Group to enter the property, 
but were told to wait outside for 
the DAR decision. They decided 
toenteritjust the same. 


At odds 

It was only after several shots 
were fired when the policemen 
stepped in, they claimed. 

Three of the guards have been 
picked up. Two others remained 
at large, according to them. 

Roger Miravalles, spokesper- 
son of the Hacienda Malaga In- 
dependent Workers Union—ri- 
val of the TFM farmers—said 
their group had nothing to do 


jowsonooc with the shooting. The union is 


at odds with the TFM because 


close ties with hacienda owner Malaga,” said Mary Ann Garcesa, they feel that DAR gave the 
Robert Cuenca. daughterofoneoftheslainfarm- prime lots to the TFM to the dis- 
The family of one of the slain ers, Alejandro Garcesa, 70. advantage of their union mem- 


farmers yesterday issued an ap- 


bers. 


peal directly to President Maca.  DAR's ‘incompetence’ Miravalles said the entry of the 
agal-Arroyo to step into the dis- _Florenda Hilario, sister-in-law farmers into the five-hectare area 
pute and put an end to their of slain farmer Ely Tupas, 52, ap- should not be allowed since there 
woes. pealed to the President to replace is a pending complaint for con- 

“Whoever did this should be Pangandaman “with somebody tempt before the Supreme Court. 
put behind bars,” said Clarita who can implement agrarian re- Meanwhile, the situation re- 
Garcesa, 67, widow of slain Ale? form not only in Negros Occiden- mains tense. The TFM farmers 
jandro Garcesa ina briefingatthe tal, but inthe rest of the country” have set up tent in the middle of 
‘Sulo Hotel in Quezon City. “Agrarian reform isn't happen- the field where they intend to hold 

“President Macapagal-Arroyo’ -ing -because of DAR's incompe- the wake fortheirdead. With re- 
should put an end to the suffering tence, and its fear of Cuenca,"she ports from Carla Р Gomez, In- 
of the farmers of Hacienda Velez- said in the same briefing. quirer Visayas and AFP 


Gonzalez dares 
Beltran: Sue me 


| By Leila B. Salaverria 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL GONZALEZ 
will not stand in the way of Anakpawis Rep. 
Crispin Beltran who plans to sue those who 
prosecuted him for rebellion and were re- 
buked by the Supreme Court. 

Las Friday, the high tribunal ordered the 
dismissal of the rebellion case against Beltran 
because of insufficient evidence. 

Gonzalez said he was not bothered with 
Beltran’s claims because they were irrelevant. 

He also said that media tended to magnify 
stories about Beltran to make him appear big- 
ger than he really is. 

"you just want to magnify this kind of story. 
You want to make Mr. Beltran feel big, like a 
giant, when he is a pygmy," Gonzalez told re- 
porters yesterday. 

He added that the militant lawmaker’s case 
would allow the government to eam money 
through the filing fee. 

Beltran said that he would sue government pros- 


ecators for damages, amounting to P1 million for 
each ofthe 15 months he was illegally detained, 

Beltran was arrested shortly after President 
Macapagal-Arroyo declared a state of emer- 
gency last year He and the others were 
tagged as "leaders and promoters" of an al- 
leged plot to overthrow the Arroyo adminis. 
tration, supposedly with the connivance of 
communist rebels and military extremists. 

But the Supreme Court ordered the dis- 
missal of Beltran's rebellion case, saying the 
evidence failed to show there was enough 
cause to charge him with taking part in an 
armed public uprising. 

The high tribunal said none of the affi- 
davits showed that Beltran led a rebellion or 
that he committed specific acts promoting, 
maintaining or heading a rebellion. 

Tt also said the prosecutors were wrong in sub- 
jecting Beltran to a second inquest for rebellion 
‘because none of the arresting officers saw him 
commit rebellion or had any knowledge of the 
faces that he just committed rebellion. 


| Taysan suspects seek transfer 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


SAYING THEY WOULD NOT GET A FAIR 
treatment at the Batangas prosecutor's office, 
two policemen tagged as allegedly responsi- 
ble for the burning of a school in Taysan, 
Batangas, during the May 14 elections have 
asked for the transfer of the case's preliminary 
investigation to the Department of Justice. 

But Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said 
he was still studying the case and did not see 
the necessity ofa transfer at this time. 

Tn a letter to Gonzalez, lawyer Romeo Es- 
mero said his clients, police officers Roberto 
Marinda and William Relos Jr. were being 
framed for the March 15 torching of the 
Pinagbayanan Elementary School building 
that has since been renamed after one of the. 
victims, school teacher Nellie Banaag. 

Poll watchers Leticia Ramos and Guillermo 
Malaluan also died from the fire when a group of 
masked men invaded the school during the can- 
vassing of votes a day after the elections, threw 
gasoline on some ballot boxes and set fire to them. 

Marinda and Relos are facing possible 
charges of arson with multiple homicide and 
serious physical injuries. 

According to Esmero, the prosecutor han- 


` , 


dling the case, Maria Antonette A. Capuno Lu- 
pac, was a relative of Supr. Elwin Fernandez 
who had allegedly forced a witness, Cesar 
Suyom, to point to Marinda as being responsi- 
ble for the burning of the school. 

He also said there was a threat to the life and. 
security of Marinda and Relos, claiming to have. 
received intelligence reports that there was a plan 
to liquidate them when they attend the hearings. 

He said the plan was “a conspiracy with the 
criminals with whom the PNP-Regional Spe- 
cial Operations Group in Region IV have ar- 
rested and prosecuted.” 

Esmero also said the buming of the school 
building could be politically motivated because a 
‘witness, in his sworn statements before the Crimi- 
nal Investigation and Derection Group, said he 
saw the arsonists alighting from vehicles belong- 
ing to Taysan Mayor-elect Victor Portugal. 

‘Aside from Marinda and Relos, six John Does 
are also facing charges in connection with the 
burning of the Taysan school building. 

‘Two other policemen have been placed un- 
der restrictive custody and are being investi- 
gated for possible administrative 
charges—Taysan municipal police comman- 
der Chief Insp., Elpidio Ramirez and his 
deputy. Insp. Ruel de la Cruz. 
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Corrections 

IN THE JUNE 2 ISSUE, a story on Page. AS—"Padded votes for 6 party-lists" —misspelled the: first name of the sec- 
Tetary general of party-list group Bayan Muna. The Bayan Muna secretary generals name is Nathanael—not 
Nathaniel—Santiago. К 

INTHE JUNE 3 ISSUE, the caption of a photo accompanying a Global Pinoy story on Page А22—"Рїйрїпо lawyer in LA 
isses action-packed stint at NBI'—misspelled the surname of a Filipino lawyer based in Los Angeles, California. The 
lawyers name is Morel Callueng—not Calueng. 

INTHE JUNE 415508, an article on Page A21—"Comelec urged to probe poll regional chief" misspelled the surname 
of the president of the party-list group Akbayan. The Akbayan president's name is Ronald Llamas nox Llanes. 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


JOINT STATEMENT OF SUPPORT LOBBY MONEY FLOWED INTO BOTH 
chambers of Congress paving the way for 
RT GLOBAL DETAILING & CONSULTING, INC. in cooperation with 


the controversial extension of the Philip- 
AUTODESK, INC., support the government's efforts against software piracy. € P 


pine Amusement and Gaming Corporation's 
RT GLOBAL DETAILING & CONSULTING, INC. fully believes in and supports 


1 L franchise for another 25 years, an opposi- 
the cause of AUTODESK, INC. The illegal use Sf unlicensed software must be | tion lawmaker alleged yesterday. 
put to a stop 


z ЗЕЕ A ‘One senator received a whopping $2 mil 
soe of Mosel Sot wat dices under Republic Act No. 8299. Zopyrigne | lion in exchange for withdrawing his oppo- 
and a fine sition to the franchise extension, Iloilo Rep. 

Rolex Suplico charged during the plenary 
session of the lower house. 

“I understand a senator received $2 mil- 
lion in order to remove his objection,” he 
said, repeating the same accusation in an in- 
terview with the INQUIRER minutes later. 

Edward “Dodie” King, Pagcor director for 
corporate communications, denied the alle- 
gations. “All our funds are checked by the 
Commission on Audit. So how can we give 
ош $2 million? 105 far-fetched,” King said. 
Suplico is underestimating the wisdom of 
his fellow congressmen, he added. 

Asked if he had any evidence, Suplico 
said the matter was "no secret" among his 
colleagues, including senators, even before 
the two chambers ended their two-day spe- 
cial session last February. 

The lawmaker also told the floor that 
money from Pagcor was allegedly used to 
fund the candidacy of Pagcor chair Efraim 
Genuino's son in Makati. 


*Heard from the ground" 

Makati Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. said this 
information could be “heard from the 
ground" to the tune of P120 to P320 mil- 
lion. 

"Lobby money flowed into the House, in- 
to Congress," Suplico told the INQUIRER. 

The lawmaker raised the matter of lobby 
money in an attempt to convince the body" 
to act on his pending motion questioning 


fattingement is punishable by imprisonment terms from 1 to 9 yea 
from 150,000 to 11,500,000. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Newsletters@rreeves.com By Dona Pazzibugan 


A NEW CHARTER THAT GRANTS GREATER 
institutional and fiscal autonomy to the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines, the country's pre- 
mier university, was ratified by the Senate 
yesterday, a day before it adjourns sine die 
(indefinitely) 

A bicameral conference committee late 
Monday finished reconciling the House and 
Senate versions of the UP Charter Bill. 

The bicameral conference report has to 
be ratified by the House of Representatives 
before the bill can be submitted to Mala- 
cafiang for signing. 


Small budget 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangili- 
nan, principal author of the Senate version, 
id the new UP charter would avert the de- 
ine in the competitiveness of the UP and 
the exodus of its top professors to private 
schools. 

“Many of the problems of UP are borne 
out of a small budget to reform and improve 
many of its services. With the ratification of 
the UP Charter Act, the university will final- 
ly be able to generate income through the 
use of its resources and assets which could 
be used to improve its curricula and salary 
system," said Pangilinan. 

Pangilinan isa former chair of the UP Uni- 
versity Student Council and in 1988 sat as a 
student representative on the UP Board of 
Regents, the universitys highest policy- 
making body. 

Among other things, the UP Charter Act. 
will allow the exemption of the UP from the 
Salary Standardization Act which will en- 
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By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


PRIVATE HOSPITALS WILL PUSH THROUGH 
with their "hospital holiday” on June 22 to 23 
if talks with health authorities over unpaid 
hospital bills bog down. 

The Private Hospitals Association of the 
Philippines earlier threatened to declare a 
“hospital holiday” to protest a law barring 
hospitals from detaining patients with un- 
paid bills. 

‘The PHAP will ask the government that 
they be allowed to honor only promissory 
notes from government agencies. 
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Guidelines 

“The implementing guidelines of the law 
should guarantee us (private hospitals) that 
promissory notes would be fully paid," PHAP 
spokesperson Rustico Jimenez told the IN- 
QUIRER. 

PHAP will meet today with Health Secretary 
Francisco Duque IIl to talk about the issue. It was 
the DOH which initiated the dialogue in an at- 
tempt to thwart the planned “hospital holiday” 
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Money flowed in rush | 
to approve franchise 
of Pagcor, solon claims 


Senate OKs new charter 
җа ee, to give UP more autonomy 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 


the quorum during the session on June 4 
that approved the transmission of House 
Bill 3409 which granted the extented Pag- 
cor franchise. 

“Why the rush? Why the rush when I have 
a pending, unresolved motion based on a 
constitutional requirement which the 
House violated?" he asked. 

Suplico noted that only 40 lawmakers 
voted in favor of HB 3409 during the special 
session in February. Sixteen others voted 
against it. 

With only 56 congressmen present at the 
plenary session hall, the number clearly 
didn't constitute a majority of the House as 
required by law, he said. 

“Ап act obnoxious to the Constitution is 
an act not existent at all,” he told the body. 


"Overtaken by time" 

Majority Leader Arthur Defensor replied, 
saying the matter had already been "over- 
taken by time" and, as a result, the chamber. 
had already lost jurisdiction over it. 

Locsin suggested that the House be divid- 
ed to determine if the bill had been passed 
or not. Deputy Speaker Raul del Mar said 
the suggestion was not needed, but said the 
issue would be discussed “more thorough- 
ly” during session this afternoon, 


Gambling theme park 

Later, Suplico told the Inquirer that his 
fellow lawmakers rushed HB 3409 because 
ofthe planned construction of a $20-billion 
gambling theme park at the reclamation 
area in Pasay. 

The franchise of the state-run gambling 
agency was set to expire in June next year. 

‘The bill was rushed “because the investor 
would not put in his money if the franchise 
ended next year,” Suplico said. “Не wanted 
the franchise extended so he'd get back the 
money he invested.” 


able it to increase the salaries of its teaching 
and nonteaching staff; tax exemptions of 
donations and revenues used solely for edu- 
cational purposes; and greater autonomy by 
removing Malacafiang's power to appoint 
the UP president and other sectoral repre- 
sentatives. 


Safeguards 

It also provides safeguards in the utiliza- 
tion and disposition of UP land and other as- 
sets such as the creation of an independent 
trust committee that would advise the 
board of regents on such investments. 

Under the new Charter, the regents can 
approve and enter into contracts like joint 
ventures, long-term leases and sale for the 
university to be able to raise revenues. 

Contracts worth above P50 million would 
require the vote of two-thirds of the board. 
Other contracts worth P50 million and less 
will require only a majority vote. 


11 members 

The UP Board of Regents has 11 mem- 
bers: The Commission on Higher Educa- 
tion who chairs the board; the UP president 
as vice chair; the chair of the Senate com- 
mittee on education, arts and culture; the 
chair of the House committee on higher 
and technical education; the UP Alumni 
Association president; a faculty regent; a 
student regent; a staff regent; and three 
sectoral regents 

“After almost 12 years in the legislative 
mill, we are glad that this landmark piece of 
legislation will finally become a law,” said 
Pangilinan, who has been promoting the bill 
since 2001. 


‘holiday’ lingers 


“We will have to look into the merits of 
their proposal, 1 cannot say much yet (be- 
cause) 1 have not yet seen the particulars 
of the subject proposal,” Duque also said 
yesterday. 


Proceed 

The DOH is crafting the implementing 
rules and regulations of the law. 

But if the talks bog down today, Jimenez 
said they would proceed with the two-day 
“hospital holiday” on June 22 and 23. 

Jimenez said they would not accept pa- 
tients during those days, except for emergen- 
cy and intensive care unit patients. 

He said PHAP would also continue hold- 
ing twice a month hospital holidays. 

The PHAR composed of about 300 active 
private hospitals, is protesting Republic 
Act No. 9439, which bans officers of medi- 
cal institutions from preventing patients 
from leaving the hospital or refusing them 
medical certificates over unpaid bills as 
long as the patients issue a promissory note 
to pay. 
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Gringo not on speaking terms with Erap 


FORMER SENATOR GREGORIO 
Honasan, who was reelected to the 
Senate despite his rebellion case, ad- 
mitted yesterday that he was no longer 
on speaking terms with former ally, de- 
posed President Joseph Estrada. 

Honasan said he was not included in 
the informal talks held by opposition 
senators at Estrada's rest house in 
Tanay, Rizal, Sunday, to discuss the 
next Senate leadership. 

“Tm not aware (of that meeting). l'm 
not invited so that’s not my concern,” 
he said in a phone interview with re- 
porters yesterday. 

‘When asked about his relationship with 
Estrada, Honasan replied: “I don't know. 
‘We've not been in communication.” 

Honasan was not induded in the Gen- 
uine Opposition senatorial ticket that Estra- 
da put together for the May 14 elections. 

Detained at the time for his alleged 
involvement in the 2003 Oakwood 


‘mutiny, Honasan went on to run for the 
‘Senate as an independent. 

In 10th place, Honasan would be 
among the winners expected to be pro- 
claimed tonight by the Commission on 
Elections. 

Honasan's mistah (classmate) in the 
Philipine Military Academy Class 1971, 
Sen. Panfilo Lacson had seid opposition. 
senators have started discussing the 
possibility of forming a new majority 
bloc to wrest control of the Senate in 
the 14th Congress. 

Lacson was reelected under the GO 
ticket. 

Honasan and Lacson had а getio- 
gether with some of their PMA class- 
mates at a coffee shop at the Edsa 
Shangri-la Mall in Mandaluyong City 
yesterday morning. 

"We were just talking about the Sen- 
ate, how things will unfold. It was a 
purely social meeting,” Honasan said. 


He sidestepped questions if he 
would join the emerging opposition 
blocin the Senate. 

"TIl have to find out first what the vi- 
sion of this new majority bloc is. If it's 
consistent with my principles then I'd 
probably be willing to join. But ll have 
to find out from them,” Honasan said. 

He also played coy when asked if he 
would turn pro-administration. 

But he echoed Malacafiangs senti- 
ments for lesser Senate investigations 
“in aid of legislation." 

"Yung iba kailangan, pero huwag sobra. 
‘Baka masayang ang taxpayers money, ang 
panahon (We need to conduct some inves- 
tigations, but not too much. It might be a 
‘waste of taxpayers money and бте)» 

Last year, Honasan went into hiding 
for several months after he was impli- 
cated in the 2003 Oakwood mutiny and 
an alleged coup plot in February 2006. 


detained for five months before he was 
allowed to post bail in April, in the 
homestretch of the campaign. 

Like Honasan, winning GO senatori- 
al candidate former Navy junior officer 
Antonio Trillanes IV is also facing a re- 
bellion case before the Makati Trial 
Court for the 2003 Oakwood mutiny. 

But unlike Honasan, Trillanes was 
not allowed to post bail. He is detained 
ina Marine brig at Fort Bonifacio. 

Honasan said he should have no 
problem attending Senate sessions 
since he is on Бай. 

"7 don't know about the case of ... 
Trillanes,” he said. 

But Honasan has some unsolicited 
advice for the neophyte politician Tril- 
lanes, who has declared he would pri- 
oritize President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
impeachment once he is elected. 

Senators serve as the judge in an im- 


After his sensational arrest, he was peachmenttrial. Dona Pazzibugan 
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By Cynthia D. Balana 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO 
yesterday said he was saddened by for- 
mer Sen. Ralph Recto's impending de- 
feat in the May 14 senatorial elections 
but praised the latter for his statesman- 
ship by conceding. 

"This is a clear sign of Senator Recto's 
fine character and great statesmanship. 
Accepting defeat without any showing 
of bitterness or sour graping makes Sen- 
ator Recto already а winner,” De Castro 
said. 

‘The Commission on Elections has yet 
to complete its canvass of votes for the 
senatorial race. 


Good legislator 

‘According to De Castro, the Senate 
has lost a good legislator and public ser- 
vant in Recto. 

Recto, 43, served 15 years in 
Congress, nine years as congressman of 
Batangas and six years as senator. He is 
the second Team Unity senatorial candi- 
date to concede defeat. The first was for- 
mer Presidential Management Staff 
Head Mike Defensor. Rep. Prospero 
Pichay also conceded yesterday (See sto- 
y on Page 1). 

Recto’ wife, former Lipa Mayor Vilma 
Santos, won the gubernatorial race in 
Batangas in the local elections. 

De Castro said that Recto was a good 
man and a good friend. 


To Сор BE THE GLORY 


t seek Ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. ’ 


Matthew 6:3 


CONDOMINIUM 


Wednesday Group 

He said, however, that the so-called 
Wednesday Group, of which he and Rec- 
to were members, would still be intact. 
Other members of the group are Senate 
President Manny Villar, Francis Pangili- 
nan and Joker Arroyo. They are headed 
for victory in the ongoing canvassing of 
votes for the senatorial race by the Com- 
mission on Elections. 

De Castro was also a member when he 
was still in the Senate. He continued to 
attend their Wednesday meetings. 


Not rejection 

“Our group would still be solid even 
if Senator Recto has left the Senate,” 
the Vice President stressed. “The 
Wednesday Group is founded on 
friendship and sharing of ideas on pub- 
lic service, Wednesday Group is be- 
yond just politics," De Castro said. The 
group members would always support 
Recto in whatever endeavor the latter 
would take. 

Earlier, De Castro said that the domi- 
nance of opposition winners and the 
people's choice of mutiny leaders Grego- 
rio Honasan and Antonio Trillanes in the 
senatorial race did not mean a rejection 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
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With fixed payments that you сап afford right now, there’s no reason to wait for your dream home. 


Introducing 


BPI Family Savings Bank’s Step UP Housing Loan 


You've got drive and determination. And with BPI Family Savings Bank's Step Up 
Housing Loan,your hard work will surely pay off. Step Up has very affordable 
amortization plans carrying fixed loan amounts for 15 and 20-year terms. 
Finally, you can own your dream home today. 


Choose between: 

[шыш ХЕБ SEAR TERM раниот етту анне 
ÍMontity Amorti ^Payment'Schedule. ) [Monthly Amortizati ayment $сһейш!е “] 
P 8,000 first 2 years P 8,000 first 2 years 
P11,800 next 2 years P9,800 next 2 years 

P13,600 Remaining 11 years P 12,500 Remaining 16 years 


Ж Computation based on a P1,000,000 loan amount on a fixed 20-year term 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING <space>name<space>message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressonline.com or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank 
ог Express Banking Center near you. 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY int! Bldg., 1650 San Marcelino. 

‘cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice в hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office applicetion/s for Alien Employment Permis 


Name of 
‘Company/Employer Foreign National 
 AMBERGRIS SOLUTIONS 

PHILIPPINES, INC. 

3UF Discovery Си. 

25 ADB Ave., Pasig Ciy 


GOLF EN SKY TRAVEL 

& TOURS CORP. 

12/F Ramon Magsaysay Bldg. 
Roxas Bid, Mania. 


POYRY ENERGY INC. 
BF Kings Cour! Bldg. 
7128 Pasong Tamo St, 
1231 Makati Cy 


PHARSIGHTINC. 
‘Uni 2008 Herrera Tower, 
акад Vilage, Мака Cty 


THE ZENITAKA CORPORATION 
Uni 1002, 139 Corporate Center, 
Valero St, Salcedo Vilage, 
Makai Ciy 


Progam 
Aámristat lor the 
‘SAP Pat Edge, 
‘Recount 


General Manager 


BAT 


Michael Richard Haris 


ууру 


BA 


SAENG MYEONG SARANG 
ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC CORP. 
5368 Sunin 800. Gon. Luna SL, 
Brgy. Pob. Makal Chy 


Hwan kim 


жт: 


HAFELE PHILIPPINES, INC. 
103 Conter Business Park, 
Amang Rodriguez Ave., 
Manggahan, Pasig Слу 


SYKES ASIA, INC. 
26F Robinsons Sumait Center 
| 6783 Ayala Ave., Makati Cy 


HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PHILS. 
C. 

Sird Fi, PBCOM Tower, 

Ayala Ave, Makali Cty 


Vell Mati Kaikkonen Vice President 


Managing Direcor 


Michael John Henderson Managing Director 


Hongmei Wang 


HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PHILS. 
тс. 

Sid Flr, PBCOM Tower, 

Ayala Avo, Makati Cty 


PJ & GT CON. INC. 
Unt 401 Enila Big. 
Batangas cor. Finlandia, 
Son slro, Makali Cay 


FUJITSU TEN SOLUTIONS 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

BF Eos Тоног PSE CI. 
‘Onigas Cr, Pasig Cy 


AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY MANILA 
Level 24 Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 
Ayala Avenue, Макай Cy 


FRESHN NATURAL FOODS, INC. 
иза Caan Sow Tonor, 
8003 Shaw Bd. Mandaluyong Су 


PARAGON INTERNATIONAL 
CUSTOMER CARE LTD, 
ТАЕ Yuchongco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave, 
Makai Cty 


‘Shuai Zeng 


YYoungkyun Hong  Admirisvation 


Takotomo Amie 


Gilan Lesley Pickering 


Mark Chonan 


PARAGON INTERNATIONAL 
CUSTOMER CARE LTD. 

ТАЕ Yuchongco Tower, 

RCBC Plaza. 6819 Ayala Avenue, 
Макай Сту 


PARAGON INTERNATIONAL 
CUSTOMER CARE LTD, 
ТАР Yochengco Tower, 

-| RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makali Cty 


Om Michael Lewy 


BAYVIEW TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
АЗЕ Yuchengco Tower 

RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave. 
со, GI Puyat Ave, Makati Chy 


BAYVIEW TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
АЗЕ Yuchengco Tower. 
RCBC Рага. Ayala Ave., Makali Cty 


‘SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. 
2AF Виру Caper Tomer 
252 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave., Makati Су 


in Wa 


LEEKIE ENTERPRISES, INC, 
Burgundy Corporate Tower, 
252 AIF Sen. Gi Puyat Ave, 
Makati Cty 


Tony Hermano 


LEEKIE ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Burgandy Corporate Tower 
252 247 Sen. Gi Puyat Avo, 
Makati Ciy 


Cheong Wei Ting 


LEEKIE ENTERPRISES, INC. 
васлу Corporate Tower, 
252 24 Sen. GI Puyat Ave. 
Makati Ciy 


Suhariadi Hadian 


SILVER GOOSE B 

INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

Uni 34,5 Basement Export Bank Bldg, 
Sen. Gi Puyat Ave. cor. Pasong Tamo, 
Makati Cy 


SILVER GOOSE 8 

INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

Uni 4.5 Basement Export Bank Bldg. 
Sen. Gi Puyat Ave. cor. Pasong Tamo, 
Makati Сау 


Ngap Cha Tan 


SILVER GOOSE 8 
INTERNATIONAL, INC, 

Unt 34.5 Basement Export Bank Bldg. 
Sen Gi Puyat Ave. cor. Pasong Tamo, 
Mahat Cy 


Teo Hip Yap 


SILVER GOOSE 8 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

Unt 3.45, Basement Export Bank Bld, 
Sen. Gi Puyat Avo. cor. Pasong Tamo, 
Makati Cy 


SILVER GOOSE 8 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

Uni 34.5, Basement Export Bank, 
Sen. Gi Puyat Ave. cor. Pasong Tamo, 
Makati Cay 


SILVER GOOSE à 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

‘Unt 34.5, Basement Export Ban, 
Sen. Gi Puyat Ave cor. Pasong Tamo, 
Макай Cy 


you have any information/objection to the abovementioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


їп commemoration of the 1000 


LOURDES M. TRASMONTE 
Regonal Director 


(POL June 6.2007) 
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Airport tightens 
fuel depot security 


By Tarra Quismundo 


Kagawaran ng Pagsasaka 
Republik ng Pilipinas 
(National Agricultural and Fishery Councl) 
PAMBANSANG PANGASIWAAN 
NG PAGSASAKA АТ PANGINGISDA 
Diman. Lungsod ng Quezon 
Tel. No. 926-8741 to 65 local 510 


Tender No.: 30TH 2KR САШЕ FY 2008 


INVITATION TO BID 


The National Agricultural and Fishery Council (NAFC) hereby Invites 
sealed bids for ine sale of 15,607 metric tons of ammonium sulphate 
fertilizer with shipment date on or before August 15, 2007 under the 2KR 
Grant Assistance for Underprivisged Farmers. depot 

Bid documents shall be availabie for issuance starting June 6, 2007 
кот МАРС ВАС Secretariat upon payment of а non-refundable fee of 
Five Thousand Pesos (P5.000.00). 

For purposes of clarification, а pre-bid conference wil be held on 
June 8, 2007, 10.00 a.m. at the Apacible Conference Room, Apacible Най, 
DA Compound, Eliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon Ciy. 

Fully completed sealed bids should be submitted not later than 
2:00 p.m. on June 12, 2007. Bids submitted after the scheduled time wil 
not be accepled. 

For Inquiries, please contact Ms. Flore 
929-8234 and 920-3892 


P. Avellana at Tel. Nos. 


(502) ELMER G. ESTIANDAN 


BAC Chairman 
0 n 8720 


Ranui oime Precceos 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Сал з ne Гомум Baal 
‘BICOL MEDICAL CENTER. 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
+. The BICOL MEDICAL CENTER. veu General Appropriations Act rends o acl specie sum for tha org project 
^| Project : PROCUREMENT OF VARIOUS HOUSEKEEPING SUPPLIES (AED Ne. 2007-08) 
eser Burde or ha Contac: PESOS TWO MILLION THREE HUNDRED THIRTY TWO THOUSAND FIVE 
[хус ONLY 
Soie of Be Dosamonis 
Кесиме" Are 15.2007- 000AM BUC Ubey 
Be Open ie 7.2007 -SOAM BMG Lira 
PSE ee Documents ONE THOUSAND PIE HUNDRED PESOS PHP 50000) 
Project: PROCUREMENT OF VARIOUS OFFICE SUPPLIES AES No, 2007-07) 
ава Ботон for he Correct. PESOS ONE MILLION TWO HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT 
 NONDRED (bt 260,200.09) ONLY 
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D BP Development Bank of the Philippines 


THE MANILA INTERNATIONAL 
Airport Authorities (Miaa) has in- 
tensified security around йз jet fuel 
in Pasay City following re- 
ports of a foiled plot to bomb jet fu- 
el lines in New York's JFK airport. 

Shortly after the botched attack 
made headlines, round-the-clock 
patrols were deployed around the 
fuel facility that houses storage 
and refilling equipment of private 
oil firms, airport security chief An- 
gel Atutubo said yesterday. 

‘The NY terror plot was said to 
have been deadlier than the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks, which killed thou- 
sands when terorists flew two 
commercial planes into the twin 
towers ofthe World Trade Center, 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is inviting interested bidders to apply for eligibility and 
to bid for the: 


Project Approved | Costof 
Budget | Bid 


Documents; 


| ану 
| 
| 


[Supply, Delivery, Installation and Other | Fifteen (18) | P9,760,000.00 | P 5,000.00 


Machine (ATM) 


Related Services of Automated Tettering | units 
ji 


‘Source of Fund: DBP Fund 


*Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening 


Expected Date of Completion: Sixty (60) Calendar Days upon receipt of Purchase Order 
Schedule of Activities: 


[ Particulars T Date Venue 


Pre-Bidding Conference — | June 13, 2007 (Wednesday) | 6 IFloor, 
| at 1:30 p.m. | Makati City. 


DBP Building, 


Submission of Eligibility | “On or before" 10:00 am. | ВАС Secretariat, 6"/Floor, 
Requirement Documents, | of June 26, 2007 (Tuesday) | DBP Building, Makati City 

Technical and Financial | 
Proposals. 


Opening of Eligibility | June 26, 2007 (Tuesday) at | 6"/Fioor, DBP Building, 
Requirement Documents, | 10:30 am. Makati City 

Technical and Financial 
Proposals (Prospective 
bidders are encouraged to 
[witness this activity) 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the IRR-A of 
R.A. 9184, Prospective Bidders must have been authorized to Supply, Deliver and Maintain 
‘Automated Tellering Machine for at least three (3) years. Only Bids from Bidders who passed the 
'ligibtity check wil be opened. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall undergo the 
PoSt-qualiiation stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of the bid to technical and financial 
Fequirements of the project. The contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and 
Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such dunng post-qualification procedure, 


Interested parties may download these forms at www.devbankphil.com.ph and at the Philippine 
Government Electronic Procurement System (PhilGEPS) of the Department of Budget and 
Management. Prospective bidders may secure the bid documents and Eligibility Requirement Forms 
from the BAC Secretaria, 6th Floor, DBP Building, Makati City upon payment of а non-refundable 
fee of Php5,000.00. 


The prospective bidders are advised to check the Bank's website and the Philippine Government 
Electronic Procurement System (PhIGEPS) for bid bulletin and announcements regarding the project. 


The Bank reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, annul the bidding process, or not award the 
‘contract at any ime prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any ability to the affected bidder 
or bidders. 


For further inquiries, please call telephone numbers 8125702/8189511 loc. 2610 


(PDL- June 6, 2007) Bids and Awards Committee 
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“We increased police visibility. 
We deployed a mobile patrol unit 
in front of the depot to guard it at 
all times,” Atutubo said. 

The depot is located between 
the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport Terminals 1 and 2, close to 
the international cargo terminal. 

Inside the terminals, airport secu- 
rity guards, Маа police and the 
Philippine National Police Aviation 
Security Group have been told to 
make their rounds with extra care. 

‘Atutubo, however, said there 
was no ‘imminent’ threat” to 
Philippine airports. He said Miaa 
has not received any security ad- 
visory from the International Civ- 
il Aviation Organization, a body 
that normally issues ‘security 
alerts to the world’s airports. 


Ban on liquids 
to be lifted soon 


By Tarra Quismundo 


‘THERE IS STILL А TOTAL BAN ON BRINGING 
liquids, aerosols and gels (LAGs) through the 
country's international airports although avi- 
ation authorities are preparing for a partial 
lifting ofthis ban as has been done in airports 
in other parts of the world. 

Airport security chief Angel Atutubo said 
yesterday that the Manila International Air- 
port Authority (Miaa) has begun readying in- 
formation materials on new security screen- 
ing procedures which would lift the total ban 
оп LAGs. But he could not say when this 
would take effect. 

Airports in the United States, Australia, Eu- 
rope and other Asian cities have already been 
enforcing a revised regulation allowing 100 ml 
or less of LAGs in carry-on bags since March, 

"We are preparing the pamphlets and sig- 
nages. They have also started training person- 
nel on the new screening procedure so that 
we will be ready for its implementation,” Atu- 
tubo told the Inguinaa yesterday. 

"The Miaa has been seeking the downgrade 
on the total ban on LAGs but is awaiting the 
go-ahead from the Office for Transportation 
Security under the Department of Transporta- 
tion and Communication which has the sole 
authority to approve new security procedures 
in the country's air and sea ports. 

The LAGs ban was enforced in August last 
year in light of a foiled terror plot involving 
liquid bombs in the United Kingdom. 


THE DAILY 
GosPEL 


Wednesday, June 6, 2007 
9th Week in Ordinary Time 
Norbet 
Ist Reading: тьз:1-11,16-17 
Gospel: Mark 12:18-27 

"The Sadducees came to Jesus. Since they 
claim that there is no resurrection, they ques- 
tioned him in this way, "Master, in the Scrip- 
tures Moses gave us this law: ‘If anyone dies 
and leaves a wife but no children, his brother 
must take the wife and give her a child who 
will be considered the child of his deceased 
brother’ Now, there were seven brothers. The 
first married a wife, but he died without leav- 
ing any children. The second took the wife 
and he, too, died leaving no children. The 
same thing happened to the third. Finally the 
seven died leaving no children. Last of all the 
woman died. Now, in the resurrection, to 
which of chem will she be wife? For the seven 
had her as wife." 

Jesus replied, "You could be wrong in this 
regard because you understand neither the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. When they 
rise from the dead, men and women do not 
marry but are like the angels in heaven. 

"Now, about the resurrection of the dead, 
have you never reflected on the chapter ofthe 
burning bush in the book of Moses? God said 
to him: I am the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now, he is the 
God, not of the dead but of the living. You are 
totally wrong.” 

Commentary 

Tobit prays for mercy to the judge of the 
world. He asks for forgiveness for himself and 
his people in exile who have become a reproach 
to the nations. He is torn with grief and wants 
to die in his misery. And Sarah, the daughter of 
Ragouel is praying as well for release, for each 
time she tries to marry, her husband is killed on 
their wedding night—this happened seven 
times! She is grieved in spirit and wants to kil 
herself And both prayers come to God, and 
Raphael (the archangel) is sent to heal them 
both. We are all bound together whether we are 
aware of it or not. And ай things, situations 
and relationships can be healed and made 
whole. Our recourse has always been in God. 

Jesus is mocked by the Sadducees (who don’t 
believe in resurrection) with an unbelievable 
case ofa woman with 7 husbands (all brothers 
and leaving no children with her). Who would 
be her husband in heaven? No one is! God is the 
God of the living and we belong to the living 
God, not to any relationship on earth. Our rela- 
tionships on earth are meant to express faith- 
fully and gracefully that we are God's, now and 
forever Do we know who lays claim to us? 
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Japan agency upgrades RP credit rating 


By Michelle V. Remo [ofthe Philippines] has triggered ^ Economic managers also said ment that the improved outlook Department of Foreign Affairs the topic “Global Sourcing and Fi- 
a virtuous суйе of prompting the the government declining budget was based on its belief that the said yesterday the Philippines is nance and Accounting Business 

THE JAPAN CREDIT RATING appreciation ofthe peso, which in deficit helped make a business political situation in the Philip- now the the top choice among Process Outsourcing Services,” ac- 

‘Agency has revised its outlook on turn has sent both the inflation climate attractive for more in- pines would not worsen, with op- major US companies for finance, cording to a report from Consul 

the Philippines from "stable" to rate and interest rates falling,” vestors. position candidates winning ma- technology, telecommunications General Cecilia Rebong in New 

"positive," citing the country’s the JCRA said in a statement. Finance Secretary Margarito jority of the Senate seats. amd consumer products, as well York. With a report from Cynthia 

improving macro-economic cli- The Japanese-based credit Teves said the improved credit JCRA said any uncertainty as accounting busi- D. Balana 

mate. watchdog also cited develop- outlook was an indication of the over the continuance of existing ness process 

‘A positive” outlook means ап ments, including the 6.9-percent confidence ofthe international. government reforms brought sourcing (BPO) ser- `|] | Bi 
upgrade in the country’s credit economic growth rate in the first nancial community in the Philip- about by the victory of the oppo- vices n 
rating is likely in the near term, quarter the rising remittance in- pines ability to sustain its fiscal sition candidates in the Senate — This was the infor- [E Pe 


out- 


An increase in the credit ratingin flows from overseas Filipino reform programs. race would be offset by the over- mation given by Cyn- 

fun would mean an improve- workers, and ` proving balance- The governments budget whelming victory of administra- thia Houlton, senior 

Ment in a governments credit of-payments position for its deci- deficit dropped to P64:8 billion tion candidates in the House of analyst of RBC Capital 

Worthiness, which would result sion to revise its outlook on the last year from P146.8 billion in Representatives. Markets, who spoke at 

in lower interest rates imposed Philippines. 2005. a 2 a business networking 

‘on its borrowings. Р Бети “We are pleased that JCRA тес. Political stability Tecepion organized by Са 
‘The JCRAS current credit rat- Highestin 17 years ognizes that the discipline of the “The ruling сатр outright the Business Process 52, 

ing оп the Philippine govern- Тһе economic growth of 6.9 administration to focus on ће victory in the House of Represen- Outsourcing Council, ‘ia: 

ments long-term and foreign cur- percent in the first quarter, which economy and the nation's overall tatives will help enhance political the Philippine Con- Pen & Brush Combo 17 

tency-denominated debts is at was partly boosted by higher in- economic health is producing stability as it will deter opposition sulateGeneral, and the ie Me 

“BBB” which is within invest- come by the services and export sustainable results,” Teves tolda attempts to impeach the Pres Philippine Trade Office 

ment grade. sectors, was the highest in 17 press conference. dent,” the JCRA added. in New York last week. Mtem: 
"The improving fiscal position years. ‘The JCRA also said іп а state- Іп a related development, the Houlton spoke on 


Disruptive effect 
of soaring peso 
worries BSP gov 


BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS GOVERNOR 
Amando Tetangco acknowledged for the first time 
that the pesos rapid rise was worrisome and 
could have “disruptive” consequences. 

The peso hit a high of 45.58 to the dollar 
Monday, its strongest level since September 
2000. It retreated Tuesday to a low of 45.85 
and settled at 45.83. 

“There's a bit of concern with the rate of appre- 
ciation, which may cause volatility and lead to 
some disruptive effects,” Tetangco told reporters. 

“We prefer to see an orderly adjustment." It 
was the first time the BSP has conceded that 
the peso's rise was a cause for concern. 

Just two weeks ago, BSP deputy governor 
Diwa Guinigundo told reporters that while 
the unit continued to strengthen, “relative to 
the other regional currencies, such as the (In 
donesian) rupiah and the (Thai) baht, we re- 
main competitive." In February Sergio Ortiz- 
Luis, treasurer of the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, warned that Philip- 
pine exports growth would be capped to be- 
tween 10 and 12 percent this year due to the. 
rising peso. AFP 


Comelec set 
to decide on 
party-list row 


By Jerome Aning 


‘THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS IS SET TO 
issue its ruling on the conflicting slates of nomi- 
nees of several party-list groups which are poised 
to win in the just-concluded elections. 

“The resolutions have been decided upon 
and are now being routed to the commission- 
ers,” Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. said 


н IN FLUEN ZA. A SINGLE SNEEZE TRAVELING AT A SPEED OF 


group identified with the El Shaddai char 
matic group, is among those with two differ- 


тан group is among those with wo die 600 MILES PER HOUR MAY CARRY ABOUT 100,000 INFLUENZA VIRUS 


leading in the Comelec’s party-list count. 


o Beine иик nti еда шу се CELLS. THESE STUBBORN CELLS CAN STAY ALIVE IN A ROOM FOR 


leads with 1,112,486 votes or 7.95 percent of the 
nearly 14 milion votes cast for partys. AT LEAST 30 MINUTES. EVENTUALLY, THEY COULD ENTER 

‘One Buhay nominee slate is led by its act- 5 
ing president and secretary-general Hans 
Сїгыйап Seferes while the other faction is YOUR BODY THROUGH YOUR MOUTH, EYES OR NOSE. 
led by Rene Velarde, who was nominated by 
former Buhay president Melquiades Robles. 

Aside from Buhay, groups such as Alagad, 1 E 
жее Fondation e Philippines a the Now, think about it, whom do you share a room with? 
Bagong Tao Movement also have two separate i i r ? 
ааа lactone, Or to put it another way, with whom do you share the air you breathe? 

However, Abalos hinted that the Comelec 
ea d Influenza can infect anyone just by breathing the same air an infected person breathes. 

“If the party doesn't win, then the issue on Moving too fast, every member of your family might be infected before you know it. 
the two slates would already be moot and 
academic,” Abalos said. 

Pa ited ae hy ена) poe This highly contagious disease called Influenza is commonly misconceived as “just a Flu” or the common cold. 
tled to at least one seat in the House of Repre- ‘The truth is, it could lead to serious complications like Bronchitis, Pneumonia, heart failure, and ultimately, death. 
sentatives. Under the law, however, the top 
contender will be entitled to three seats. 
WEISS mm = me c Fortunately there is a vaccine that can protect you and your family from this threat. 

ar those who ran but lost in the б 

2004 election but who are now nominees of Get yourself and your family vaccinated against the Influenza virus. 
winning party-list groups in the 2007 election 
from taking a seat in the House. 

The Comelec chief cited Republic Act No. 7941 
ог the Party-List System Act of 1995, Section 8 
"which states that a group's list of nominees “shall 
not include any candidate for any elective office or 
person who has lost his bid for an elective office in 
the immediately preceding election." 

Abalos did not name names but a scan of the 
list of party-list nominees submitted to Comelec 
showed he may be referring to lawyer Melanio 
Mauricio Jr. and broadcast journalist Jose Jay 
Sonza, second and third nominees, respectively, of 
the Bagong National Cultural Society of the 
Philippines (Batas), who both ran for a Senate 
seat in the 2004 election but lost. 

Batas placed 10th based on the unofficial 
media tally of the Comelec canvassing for par- 
ty-list votes, garnering about 2.69 percent of 
the votes cast. 


y... 


Missing activist, 
media icon shared 
passion for farming 


From page Al 
experimenting in organic farm- 
ing since 1998 at the 12-ha farm 
in Barangay Tartaro, San Miguel, 
Bulacan, that Joe Burgos bought 
in the late 1980s with the inten- 
tion of making it his retirement 
home. 

‘The farm inspired the young 
Jonas to pursue a course in agri- 
culture, He had logged two 
years in а political science 
course at the San Beda College 
in Manila when he decided to 
study agriculture at the Benguet 
State University. 

‘After graduation, he lived at 
the farm and devoted his time to 
organic farming, his mother said. 

Jonas was particularly inter- 
ested їп organic rice farming—a 
passion that he shared with his 
father, who had by then become 
semi-retired from journalism and 
was spending his days as a "gen- 
tleman-farmer.” 

Tn fact, Edita said, a part of the 
farm was devoted to rice paddies 
specifically for Jonas experi- 
ments 


Missing since April 28 

Jonas, 37, was abducted bj 
three unidentified men and one 
woman while he was having 
lunch at the Ever Gotesco mall in 
Quezon City about 1 p.m. on 
April 28. 

He has been missing since 
then. 

At least two witnesses told 
Jonas’ mother that he was alone 
when the group dragged him to a 
maroon Revo van with Plate No. 
ТАВ 194, 

The military became a prime 
suspect in the abduction when 
the plate number was traced to 
another vehicle that had been im- 
pounded by the S6th Infantry 
Battalion at its headquarters in 
Norzagaray, Bulacan, since June 
2006. 

Lt. Col. Noel Clement, who 
was the battalion commander 
until February this year, and 
his replacement, Lt. Col. 
Melquiades Feliciano, have 
both said the license plates 
may have been stolen by illegal 
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U Business is a battlefield.” 
learn revolutionary tacti 


settlers around the military, 
camp. 

Clement, Feliciano and three 
other officers—Lt. Col. Edison 
Саа, Cpl. Castro Bugallon and 
Pf. Jose Villena, all assigned to 
the “56th IB--have denied in- 
volvement in Jonas’ abduction. 

But witnesses also told Edita 
Burgos that her son was shouting 
"Activist lang po ako (I'm just an 
activist)!” when his abductors 
dragged him into the van. Jonas’ 
words tended to bolster the suspi- 
cion that the military was behind 
his disappearance. 

In a PowerPoint presentation 
that the Armed Forces uses as 
briefing material for soldiers, sev- 
eral groups are listed as “enemies 
ofthe state.” Among these groups 
is the Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas, the mother organiza- 
tion of the Alyansa ng Mag- 
bubukid sa Bulacan whose mem- 
bers Jonas had been training in 
organic farming since 1999. 


‘Peace Zone’ 

Joe Burgos’ We Forum was crit- 
ical of martial law and the dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos. 

In December 1982, military 
agents raided the tabloid’s of- 
fice, Burgos and 13 other staff 
members and colum- 
nists—among them Francisco 
"Soc" Rodrigo, Dean Armando 
Malay, Crisi and 
Teodoro Сес 
tained for publishing stories 
that questioned the authenticity 
of Marcos’ war medals. 

They were held for a week at 
the Fort Bonifacio stockade and 
released under house arrest while 
awaiting trial for subversion. 

Atthe gate of his farm, Joe Bur- 
gos had put up a sign saying: 
"Peace Zone. Violence against all 
beneficial creatures is prohibit- 
ed.” 

Indeed, the farm is a peaceful 
place, with native chickens roam- 
ing among rows of fruit trees, 
seasonal shrubs, flowers and veg- 
tables. 

Joe Burgos died on Nov. 16, 
2003, and was buried їп the farm 
ashe had wished. 
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SECOND TIME AROUND: CHR Chair Purification Quisumbing and Commissioner Dominador Calamba Il chide the military intelligence chief 


for his failure to attend for the second time a hearing into the Jonas Burgos abduction and continued disappearance, 


JOANBONDOC 


Spy chief snubs Jonas hearing 


From page Al 
mount to an investigation where subpoenaed 
persons would be told to swear to their state- 
‘ments without being apprised of their consti- 
tutional right to remain silent or guard 
against self-incrimination. 

Тһе CHR has a standing order for the AFP 
and the Philippine National Police to locate 
the missing Burgos. (See related story on 
Page Al.) 

This is the second CHR hearing on Burgos’ 
disappearance. The first was held last month, 
and Bangit likewise missed it 

‘At yesterday's hearing, Commissioner 
Dominador Calamba raised doubt about the 
AFP's avowed inability to locate Burgos dead 
or alive, given the resources at the military’s 
disposal 

Calamba told Ayuyao that the public might 
find “those excuses of yours" hard to believe. 
He was referring to the AFP's claim that the li- 
cense plates that-witnesses had seen on the 
vehicle used by Burgos’ abductors were mere- 
ly"stolen" from a jeep impounded in an Army 
camp for "illegal logging." 

‘Operational matters’ 

Earlier in the hearing, after Ayuyao report, 
ed that Bangit could not make it because of 
“operational matters” that needed his atten- 
tion, the lawyer gready got a mouthful from 
Calamba 

^I notice that he doesn't attend to the sub- 
poenas sent to him and sends lower-ranking 
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roach to marketing 


Learn how to spend less, get more, and achieve substantial profits. 


GET THE LOWDOWN ON GUERRILLA 


MARKETING! 


SEE WHAT JAY LEVINSON'S 
FOLLOWERS HAVE TO SAY! 


* Find out Guerrilla Marketing secrets and 100 
Weapons. 

* Discover important ways to maintain year-! 
round marketing using Guerrilla Marketing 

* Why Guerrilla Marketing is successful as a 
tool for small or large firms to gain market’ 
share (and тоге!) 

* How to do a Successful Guerrilla Marketing 
Attack and save money and resources! 


BECOME A GUERRILLA MARKETER! 
For ticket inquiries, reservations or 
sponsorship opportunities, call us at 
8302191 or 8132732 or email us at 
nicole@saltandlight.ph. 
PRODUCED & ORGANIZED BY: 
"LI 


[Y] SALT& LIGHT 
al VENTURES, INC. 


Bringing out the best In you 


“Slam Dunk! Without exception every 
person who attended our guerrilla 
‘marketing seminar sad it was well 
worth their time." 

-Julie Lopresti, Pacific Bell 

"Jay is one of the foremost business 
marketing experts in the world." 
-Entrepreneur Magazine 


LEARN FROM THE BEST! 

JAY CONRAD LEVINSON is the author of the best-selling 
‘marketing series in history, “Guerrilla Marketing”, with over 
14 million copies sold worldwide. His Guerrilla Marketing 
concepts have influenced marketing so much that his books 
appear in’ 41 languages and 

'are required reading in MBA 

programs worldwide. 
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officials. I don’t know if he has any respect for 
the [СНА] as a civilian office,” Calamba said, 
adding: 

"Thats why you (Isafp) are always pillo- 
ried by the press.” 

‘At some point in the hearing, Quisumbing 
cut Ayuyao short when he again tried to speak 
from the sidelines. 

‘The CHR chair said the panel would not 
recognize. Ayuyao—not after he had "lec- 
tured” the commission on the propriety of the 
proceedings—unless he took the stand. 


Thieves in well-guarded camp? 

n his own exchange with Ayuyao, Calamba 
said in reference to the alleged theft of the license 
plates: “I don't know who will buy that idea. 

“We don't believe that you couldn't find 
Burgos with all the operatives you have.” 

Calamba later clarified that the hearing 
was not intended to prosecute the military 
butto give ita chance to air its side, especially 
since media reports supposedly tended to at- 
tribute Burgos’ abduction to the military. 

In grilling Lt. Col. Noel Clement, the former 
commander of the 56th Infantry Battalion in 
Norzagaray, Bulacan, Calamba wondered why 
a supposedly "weleguarded" military camp 
would lose impounded materials to thieves. 

‘Clement said security “lapses” could occur 
given the size of the camp, but added that he 
had yet to check whether the theft occurred 
during his stint as camp commander. 

hat your men do or fail to do is your re- 


From page Al 

the Senate to ratify the Japan-Philippine Eco- 
nomic Parmership Agreement (JPEPA) amid 
concerns aired by Tokyo for the early approval. 

‘The chair of the Senate committee on eco- 
nomic affairs said his studies showed that 20 
percent of Philippine products covered by the 
ЈРЕРА would be adversely affected because 
the deal would reduce duties on Japanese ex- 
ports to the Philippines to zero from between 
10 percent and 30 percent. 

“The domestic industries that would be af- 
fected are in garments, electronics such as 
toasters, washing machines and cooking 
ranges, and automobiles and spare parts,” 
said Roxas. 


Тор dollar earners 

He noted that the three sectors were the 
country’s top dollar exports. 

‘The agreement was signed by Ms Ar- 
royo and then Japan Prime Minister Ju- 
nichiro Koizumi in Helsinki in September 
2006. 

The deal, which is similar to agree- 
ments that Japan already has with Thai- 
land, Malaysia and Singapore, goes be- 
yond liberalization of trade in goods and 
Services. 

It includes measures to ensure the smooth 
movement of people, capital and informa- 
tion, and covers areas like investment and 
trade facilitation, as well as cooperation in 
science and technology, human resource de- 
velopment, small and medium enterprises, 
and the environment. 


Environmentalists 

But even before it could be submitted to the 
Senate for ratification, it drew objections 
from environmentalists fearing that its tariff- 
reduction provisions might pave the way for 
the entry of hazardous wastes from Japan. 

Roxas said that in exchange for opening its 
market to Japan, the Philippines would be & 
lowed to bring its agriculture products and 
send more professionals to Japan. 

On paper, the JPEPA offered a fair trade be- 
tween the Philippines and Japan, he said, 

Roxas was optimistic that the pact would 
be given serious consideration by the Senate 
if the government revised the deal to get a 
better trade-off. 


Tough requirements 

But he said that shipping Philippine ba- 
manas to Japanese groceries or sending Fil- 
ipino nurses to Japanese hospitals was easier 
said than done. 


sponsibility, being the battalion commander,” 
Calamba told Clement. 

In contrast, the commissioners appeared to 
be more appreciative of the report of Senior 
Supt. Joel Napoleon Coronel on the PNP in- 
vestigation of the Burgos case. 

“Unfortunately, we have not located him,” 
said Coronel, chief of the PNP Criminal Inves- 
tigation and Detection Group (CIDG) for the 
National Capital Region. 

He said the Burgos family had been shown 
“three exhumed cadavers”—unclaimed bod- 
ies buried in Bataan—but had not identified 
any to be that of the missing activist. 

Coronel also said the CIDG had "contacted" 
by phone military camps and other police 
camps, as well as the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation, to check if Burgos had actually 
been “arrested for lawful reasons.” 


No inspection of Isafp 

But “protocol,” he said, had prevented the 
CIDG from entering the Isafp compound at 
the military general headquarters in Camp 
Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 

"Not everyone is allowed to go inside [it]," 
he said. 

Coronel also said that on May 29, a security 
guard who witnessed Burgos’ abduction on 
April 28 was shown photos of two Army sol- 
diers who had apprehended the "illegal log- 
ging" jeep in Bulacan. 

He said the guard did not identify the sol- 
diers as involved in the abduction. 


! Roxas warns: JPEPA ... 


Japan is widely known for aggressively 
protecting its farmers and labor sector from 
foreign competition with its vast array of non- 
tariff barriers like stringent quarantine rules 
and hiring requirements. 

Roxas noted, for example, that the JPEPAS 
provisions on the hiring of Filipino nurses 
were so tough “it would be difficult for the 
Philippines to comply with it in the next three 
to five years." 

“They want our nurses to be fluent in both 
written and spoken (Nihonggo) and to pass а 
test in (Nihonggo). It takes time to master 
this," he said. 

In the meantime, giant Japanese compa- 
nies would take advantage of the JPEPAS zero. 
tariffs, he said. 

The senator said giant electronic and 
automobile companies from Japan would 
not mind closing down their production 
facilities in the country because they 
would still be selling their products at 
lower tariffs. 

“But what will happen to the thousands of 
employees in these industries?” he said. 

Roxas believed that the agreement's eco- 
nomic repercussions were more serious than. 
the toxic waste controversy that stalled the 
signing of the deal 

But he did not share the environmentalist 
groups’ fears that Japan would be sending its 
toxic wastes to the Philippines. 

"What prevents the entry is Republic Act 
No. 6969 or the Toxic and Hazardous Wastes 
Law, which will prevail in this case no matter 
what the treaty says," Roxas said. 


Top priority 

Still, he said the Senate was keeping an 
open mind on the deal. 

Senate President Manuel Villar said the 
declaration of Malacafiang that the agree- 
ment was its "top priority" following Ms Ar- 
royos meeting with Japan Prime Minister 
Senzo Abe last month amounted to a pressure 
on the Senate to ratify the deal. 

"Its not going to be easy. Its going to be 
tough especially the toxic issue. But in fair- 
ness to the proponent of the treaty, we have to 
give ita fair hearing,” Villar said. 

In a meeting with Ms Arroyo, Abe agreed 
that a formal exchange of letters be made at 
the ministerial level to assure the Filipino 
public and the Senate that no Japanese tox- 
ic waste would be dumped on the Philip- 
pines. 

‘Abe said it would be better to put what he 
promised in document form. “We will be EN 
ready to move in that direction," Villar said. 
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14 achievers in public service honored 


By Michelle V. Remo 


FOR THE SEVEN RECOGNIZED 
achievers in public service, the 
joy they derive from being gov- 
‘ernment employees is something 
that a high-paying corporate job 
‘cannot top. 

Seeing how her fellow Fil- 
ipinos benefit from her work was 
fulfillment enough зо that she has 
never entertained the thought of 
leaving her job for greener pas- 
tures abroad, said Reinalda C. 
Raffinan, who works as an opera- 
tions officer at the Department of 
the Interior and Local Govern- 
ments (DILG). 

Raffinan is one of the seven re- 
cipients of the “Achievers in Pub- 
lic Service Award” given out by 
the Government Service Insur- 
ance System (GSIS) during its 
70th anniversary celebration last 
Friday. 

‘Aside from recognizing out- 
standing government employees, 
the pension fund for state em- 
ployees also cited seven out- 
standing government agencies 
during the celebration. 

The government agencies cited 
as Achievers in Public Service 
‘Award were: the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas, the National Stati 
tics Office, the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, the provin- 
cial government of Bulacan, the 
Jose Fabella Memorial School, 
the local government of Davao 
City, and the Mahalo Elementary 
School in Anahawan, Southern 
Leyte 

Raffinan spearheaded the op- 
erations of Patrol 117, the emer- 
gency hotline similar to the Unit- 
ed States’ 911 hotline. Patrol 117 
is credited for helping prevent 
crime and for making emergency 
assistance more accessible. 


Med tech 

Not only was Raffinan instru- 
mental in the implementation of 
the project, she also helped in 
training people on the operations 
ofthe Patrol 117 call centers. 

“I actually finished medical 
technology, and I could have 
worked abroad if I wanted to. But 
Topted to stay in government be- 
cause of the fulfillment 1 get from 
my job," Raffinan said in Filipino. 

Other extraordinary achieve- 
‘ments that helped Raffinan get the 
award include the implementation 
of the "Barangay Tanod Profession- 
alization Program" and the "Child- 
Friendly Local Govemance Pro 
gram," among many others. 

Pedro M. del Rosario is another 
awardee for whom the non-mon. 
etary rewards of his job is 
enough. 


P35M saving 

Del Rosario, who started out as 
a utility worker and now serves аз 
an administrative aide at the 
Baguio City General Hospital, has 
a knack for repairing malfunc- 
tioning hospital equipment. 

Although doing repairs was 
not really part of a job that in- 
volves only housekeeping, Del 
Rosario has been credited with 
helping the hospital save as much 
as P35 million for fixing vital 
equipment that would have oth- 
erwise needed replacing. 

“Del Rosario] accomplishment 
contributed to the national interest 
of the govemment because it sup- 
ports the austerity measure without 
sacrificing the quality of service be- 
ing given to the patients,” the GSIS 
said in the citation that was read 
during the awarding ceremony. 

According to Del Rosario, 
knowing that he was helping in 
increasing the hospital's capabili- 
ty to serve its patients was what 
makes his life meaningful. 

For Gerry В. Baucan, а level-IIL 
teacher at the Alfonso Tabora Ele- 
mentary School in Baguio City, 
sharing what he knows with his 
charges while instilling in them 
the value of environmental pro- 
tection is what keeps him pas- 
sionately in love with his job. 


Taking care of the future 

“I wanted to teach children 
how to take care of the environ- 
ment because doing so is one way 
to take care of their future,” Bau- 
can said in Fi 

Baucan was recognized as one 
of the outstanding public ser- 
vants for his several contributions 
to environmental awareness 
With his leadership, the "Clean 
and Green Program” of the Alfon- 
so Tabora Elementary School 
won for the school the "Cleanest 
Purok in the Barangay” award. 

Baucan taught the schoolchil- 
dren proper collection, disposal 
and recycling of solid wastes that 
gave the school its reputation for 
being clean and green. The waste 

` 


materials that were collected 
were sold and the proceeds used 
for the repair of classrooms. 

Baucan also taught the parents 
and students in a project to construct 
а nursery on the school grounds for 
fruit-bearing trees. The seedlings 
were sold to the farmers and the 
proceeds were used to finance beau- 
{ification projects and the improve- 
‘ment of the school's facilities. 


Farmers’ productivity 

Carmen C. Cubrado, the agri- 
cultural officer for the local gov- 
ernment of Pilar, Bohol, was rec- 
ognized for her contributions to 
her farming commu; 

Pilar was plagued by soil erosion, 
a serious problem for a community 
heavily dependent on farming. But 
with Cubrado's leadership, Pilar was 
able to raise enough funds to sup- 
port the implementation of various 
programs to improve farmers’ pro- 
ductivity 

‘Among these were the Munici- 
pal Land Care Program, which 
taught farmers how to fight soil 
erosion, and the establishment of 
the “Rice Enhancement Compact 
Demonstration Farm,” which pro- 
moted awareness on the use of 
certified hybrid rice seeds. 

Cubrado is credited for helping 
improve the economic conditions of 
her community enough for Pilar to 
be lifted from 4th-class municipality 
to Sth-class municipality status. 

‘Arelie C. Jacildo, a public school 
nurse in the Aringay district of La 
Union, is not your ordinary school 
nurse. Although she could very well 
have simplified her job by catering 
only to the students who visited the 
school clinic, Jacildo expanded the 
feeding programs to service neigh- 
boring schools. 

“Many of our nurses are going 
abroad, but cannot feel the same 
desire knowing many children in 
my community ware in need of 
health and education assistance, 
Jacildo said. 

By presenting her proposed 
health programs to non-govern- 
ment organizations and private 
citizens, Jacildo was able to gen- 
erate much-needed funds. 

‘She helped in the implementation 
of the feeding program in 19 schools 
in Aringay and helped raise funds for 
the surgery of poor students. 


Visiting poor kids 

According to colleagues, Jacil- 
do devotes much of her time to 
visiting poor children living in 
far-flung barangay, walking 
through mountain trails that can- 
not be reached by vehicl 

Melecio Fernandez is a social 
welfare assistant at the Depart 
mentof Social Welfare and Devel- 
opment in Davao province. With 
his knowledge of plant propaga- 
tion and motor vehicles, he has 
developed very useful rehabilita- 
tion programs for drug depen- 
dents involving these two fields 

Fernandez spearheaded the in- 
stallation of an “orchidarium” at 
the Regional Rehabilitation Cen- 
ter for Drug Dependents in Bago, 
Davao City. His project was cited 
as one of the best therapies for re- 
habilitating drug dependents. 

He was also instrumental in 
the teaching of young drug de- 
pendents at a rehabilitation cen- 
ter in Bago-Oshiro, Davao City 
welding, general body repa 
painting and rewiring of vehicles. 

He also prepared a project pro- 
posal on the Training of Technical 
Driving and Supervision, алй 
tained drug dependent minors in 
basic driving techniques and the use 
of vehicle accessories and parts. 

The last recipient of the Achievers 
in Public Service Award is Ninie C. 
del Rosario, an education supervisor 
in the Department of Education of- 
fice in Davao City 

Del Rosario spearheaded a 
fund-raising project to finance 
feeding programs for schoolchil- 
dren in Davao City. 

She also led in raising funds for 
the improvement of the facilities 
of the Sta. Ana Elementary 
School, such as the upgrading of 
laboratory equipment. — Del 
Rosario is also credited with initi 
ating the Science Festival at the 
Rizal Elementary School, which 
helped in promoting interest in 
science among the students. 

Del Rosario, who has been a 
teacher for the past 23 years start- 
ing with an annual salary of P6,888, 
wrote and published science teach- 
ing modules for elementary teach- 
ers which are now in use among sci 
ence teachers in Davao. 

“That [small salary] did not both- 
er me because! really love educating 
the children. If you enjoy your job, 
money will not matter so much. You 
wil just realize that along the way, 
God will provide you with the things 
you need,” she said. 


“THE GOVERNMENT Service Insurance System. 

handed out ‘Achievers in Public Service Awards” to 

seven state employees and seven state agencies at 

its recent 70th anniversary celebration on May 31. 
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Barbarians at the gate 


NHIS VALEDICTORY BEFORE THE SENATE, RALPH 
I Recto made a political forecast pregnant with mean- 
ig. “Barbarians will soon appear at the gate to tear 
this institution down. Believe me, they shall not pass.” He 
was referring, of course, to the Senate, and the often-dis- 
cussed possibility that after the May election, the admin- 
istration would revive its efforts to abolish the Senate. 
Recto confirmed that this is, indeed, 

EDITORIAL what the country should expect. 

The ultimate decision point in any 
move to change the Constitution is a plebiscite—an 
election. But after our most recent election—one that 
bluntly has to be called a disgrace—what are the 
prospects of a plebiscite being conducted efficiently, 
much less credibly? Very slim, indeed. But if there is 
one thing this country can ill-afford, it's a plebiscite on 
par, in terms of disreputableness, as the rigged Marcos- 
era referenda. 

Benjamin Abalos has already been compared—by 
erstwhile supporters of President Macapagal-Arroyo in 
media, no less—as being on par with Leonardo Perez. 
The Marcos-era Comelec chair went down in history as 
an official who was notoriously unable to count. For 
that reason, we've suggested that Abalos and his fellow 
commissioners should do the country a favor and re- 
sign. It will already be tough enough to put together the 
leadership, laws, equipment and training required for 
credible polls in 2010 without them adding to the prob- 
lem. 

The task takes on even greater urgency if it becomes 
clear the administration wants Charter change sooner 
rather than later. Having bungled the May 2007 election, 
a plebiscite, whether at the end of this year, to coincide 
with the barangay election, or sometime next year, with 
our without Abalos (who retires in February 2008) would 
in effect become a substitute for the May 2010 polls. For 
in that referendum would be decided the future course of 
the country. 

Recto's choice of words to describe those he foresees as 
working for the abolition of the Senate is apt. The candi- 
dates who preferred bullets over ballots, bribery over an 
honest vote, electoral chicanery rather than respect for 
the true will of the people, are barbarians. They represent 
forces and interests diametrically opposed to everything 
ош democratic project aspires to: the will of the majority, 
but notat the expense of the rights of any minority; a soci- 
ety in which civics matters, and where civilization stands 
for something other than brute force and the politics of 
plunder. 

The energies of the Comelec, the Department of Jus- 
tice, even the electoral tribunals of both Houses of 
Congress, would be better off spent running after the per- 
petrators and beneficiaries of electoral malpractices, in- 
cluding fraud. We have heard it said that the defining 
characteristic of our political system is that old, and trag- 
ic, cliché: Nice guys finish last. There is no incentive to 
campaign honorably, and for candidates and voters to 
obey the law, because the ones who win tend to be those 
who flout the law. 

There have been enough allegations made in this elec- 
tion for an administration and a Comelec even remotely 
interested in restoring confidence in our institutions to 
start filing cases without fear or favor. Enough individuals 
have been caught red-handed breaking electoral laws, for 
prosecution to begin and taken to their logical conclu- 
sion. These require neither the consent of Congress nor 
the blessings of political parties nor even the support of 
the people. The only thing required is for officials to take 
their oath of office seriously, and harness the powers giv- 
en them by the law. 

Big fish and little fish—all must be caught, wriggling 
and squirming, in the same net. And the law dictates that 
the Comelec must be the one to cast that net. There will 
be citizens’ groups aplenty willing to provide testimony. 
Опе fundamental lesson of this election was that whether 
it was ће PPCRV or Lente or Namfrel, the citizenry did its 
part, and admirably so. Such civic-consciousness de- 
serves better than to have the martyrs of those organiza- 
tions (recall the PPCRV volunteers, in particular, who 
died in the line of duty leaving a concerned public to pass 
the hat to lend assistance to their bereaved families) die 
fot nothing. 
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Lim to open Mendiola to demonstrators 


POLICE AND STUDENT RALLIERS CLASHED 
again at Mendiola last Monday. The students 
were protesting the increases in tuition fees; 
the police were trying to disperse them be- 
cause rallies are banned in Mendiola, which is 
justa few blocks from Malacafiang. 

Students should be patient and wait. In a 
few weeks, Mendiola will be opened to them 
by the City of Manila and they can hold rallies 
there to their hearts’ content. Sen. Alfredo Lim, 
who will take over as mayor of Manila in exact- 
ly 24 days, told the Kapihan sa Manila last 
Monday that he will open again to demonstra- 
tors historic Mendiola. He said anybody can 
hold rallies there and on equally historic Plaza 
Miranda at any time of day or night, as long as 
they have a permit. 

‘These two places have been the sites of 
many important—and sometimes vio- 
lent—rallies in the past. Plaza Miranda was 
bombed during a miting de avance during the 
Marcos regime and a number of political lead- 
ers, including former Senate President Jovito 
Salonga, were seriously injured. Mendiola was 
the site of the massacre of farmers by soldiers 
їп a protest rally during the Aquino adminis- 
tration, 

President Ramon Magsaysay, when he had 
to make a decision on a controversial matter, 
started the query, “Can we defend this at Plaza 
Miranda?” 

Teachers and students of Jose Abad San- 
tos School in Tondo held their own demon- 
stration last Monday, the first day of school. 
‘They were protesting their transfer to new 
school buildings in the old Namarco com- 
pound at the end of Dasmariñas Street, just 
off Escolta. They don't want to move to the 
new site because it is far from their homes. 
They have to take two jeepney rides to get 
there, whereas they take only one to the old 
site. Besides, they have to pass through a 
squatter colony and they are afraid the stu- 
dents would be held up. 

‘Senators Lim and Jamby Madrigal, sever- 
al Manila congressmen and councilors 
rushed there early Monday morning be- 


1 JOIN THE REASONABLE PEOPLE OF THIS 
country in warmly commending the Supreme 
Court for doing the commonsensical thing. Such 
are things in this country today, as I said when 
the Supreme Court struck down the other oner- 
ous impositions of this government, that the 
most commonsensical actions now take on the 
aspect of heroic deeds. Of course, I'm still waiting 
for the most commonsensical, and supremely 
heroic, deed of all, which is the Supreme Court 
striking down the most onerous imposition of the 
Arroyo administration—its existence—by ruling 
оп йз legitimacy, or lack of it. But for the nonce, 1 
am thankful for what it has done. 

What it has done is throw out the rebellion 
cases against six lawmakers and four civilians. 
‘The Court said trenchantly that the govern- 
ment case was fraught with irregularities and 
chided Raul Gonzalez in particular for harbor- 
ing political motives when he filed it. We can 
forgive the Court not for being trenchant 
enough. It has an image of sobriety to protect. 
But anyone who calls Philip Alston a “mucha- 
cho” of the UN, who laughs at Согу'з complaint 
about her phone being bugged and says she 
herself is bugging Kris, and suggests that mur- 
dered Peace Corps volunteer Julia Campbell 
was asking for it by traipsing alone in the wilds 
of Banaue, harbors more than policical motives 
or irregularities in his brain. That is one very 
diseased brain, such as it can be called a brain. 

Before this, the Supreme Court also ruled 
against EO 464, GMA's order preventing any 
public official from telling how she cheated in 
the elections; CPR, GMAs order preventing the 
public from protesting her cheating in the elec- 
tions; and 1017, her order preventing the peo- 
ple from enjoying democracy, which would not 
have abided her cheating in the elections. And 
before this, the Supreme Court also ruled 
against the effort of the ruling party to change 
a perfectly good Constitution so they could 
cheat their way out of term limits and allow. 
people who cheat in elections to continue to 
rule this country. 

Not a bad deal allin ll. This most recent rul- 
ing by the highest court of law, of course, sim- 
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cause of the protests, attracting media peo- 
ple. I noted that the school buildings were 
still in very good condition. It seemed such a 
‘waste to tear them down. 

So why do they want to tear them down? 
Because a land developer wants to get hold 
of the three-hectare campus. Megaworld is 
going to build a shopping mall and multi- 
story condominiums on the site of the 
school buildings. Megaworld did not even 
pay cash for the property owned by the city 
of Manila. According to Lim, the lot is worth 
P120,000 per sqm. 

Instead of cash, Megaworld is paying for 
the property by giving some of the residen- 
tial units in the condominium to the city 
government and by constructing new 
school buildings in the Namarco compound. 
Those buildings are now finished. 

Lim said the deal, authorized only by a 
resolution—not an ordinance—by the city 
council, is grossly disadvantageous to the 
government because the land is worth much 
more than the value of the condo units to be 
turned over to the city government and the 
new school buildings put together. 

Lim said there are reports that the coun- 
cilors have been promised half a million pe- 
sos each to pass the resolution and that all 
but seven of the 36 councilors voted for the 
resolution. He added that there are reports 
that half of the amount (P250,000 each) has 
already been paid, with the balance to be 
given once the transaction is completed. 

It looks like they won't get the rest of the 
money because Lim said he would rescind 
the contract when he becomes mayor. To 
compensate Megaworld for the school build- 
ings it constructed, the Manila government 
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ply upholds the ruling by the highest court of 
public opinion which long ago exonerated the 
accused in the rebellion charges, including 
Danny Lim and several bemedaled military of- 
ficers who languish in jail on that account. But 
the court of public opinion differs from the 
Supreme Court in its reason for finding the ac- 
cused innocent. It's that rebellion happens on- 
ly when you take up arms against a duly consti- 
tuted authority. You take up arms—or with- 
draw support—from an unduly constituted 
one, that is not rebellion, that is reason. That is 
not atrocity, that is justice. That is not a crime 
against the nation, that is a favor to it. 

Gonzalez fumes: “Nobody will be charged 
anymore. Even if you find 1,000 graves in 
Leyte, there will be no case because then that 
will be the imagination of the DOJ.” 

‘This comes from the mouth of someone who 
did not have the eyes to see that while he was 
accusing Satur Ocampo of a specious crime 
thar took place ages ago while Ocampo was in 
jail, Jovito Palparan and his boss were deci- 
‘mating journalists and political activists right 
in front of him. Indeed, this comes from the 
mouth of someone who did not have the ears 
to hear the “Hello Garci” tape. Nobody will be 
charged anymore? Too late to complain. 

But for all this, I remain bothered by the 
way things are. Of course, I'm deeply grateful 
that the Supreme Court has fallen on the side 
of Good, Reason and the People, however you 
choose to call it, these last few years. My wor- 
ту is not that the Court might abandon us at 
some time in the future, particularly at crunch 
time. My worry is that we keep becoming 
more and more dependent on the Supreme 
Court to keep law—or justice—alive. 
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will buy it and convert it into a hospital for 
the people of the Tondo-Binondo area. 

І think that's fair enough. This should 
make everybody happy, except of course for 
some people at City Hall. 


Lim also revealed that the Metropolitan 
Theater will be repaired and refurbished and 
made the venue for the revival of the zarzue- 
las, vaudevilles and stage shows that launched 
the careers of such superstars as Atang de la 
Rama, Rogelio dela Rosa, Diosdado Macapagal 
and Katy de la Cruz. The stage shows during 
the Japanese Occupation supported many ас- 
tors and actresses who were made jobless by 
the closure of the movie studios. 

‘An attempt to revive the Metro was made in 
the past. It failed because the shows were the 
same as those being shown at the Cultural Cen- 
ter: concerts of classical music, ballet, high- 
brow plays. 

‘Whoever will run the new Metro should not 
imitare the Cultural Center. Leave the high- 
brow stuff to the Cultural Center. Let the Metro 
cater to the masa by showing zarzuelas, stage 
shows, vaudevilles and variety shows. They are 
already a part of our cultural heritage. They аге 
to the Philippines as the opera is to the Italians, 
the Broadway musical is to the Americans and 
the Kabuki is to the Japanese. And Palanca 
Prize-winning plays can be staged there. A play 
that is not staged is like a beautiful lower that is 
unseen, 

The Metro is right for the bakya crowd (the 
elite can go to the Cultural Center). The Metro 
is on the jeepney routes, and a station of the 
Light Rail Transit is nearby. For car owners, 
there is a parking building at the back. 

Lim also said he will open Arroceros Park to 
the public. During intermissions at the Metro, 
the audience can go to the park for fresh ait 
and cocktails 

‘The Metro is owned by the Government Ser- 
vice Insurance System. It has two murals by 
National Artist Fernando Amorsolo. Lim said 
there is already a memorandum of agreement 
between the GSIS and City Hall to refurbish ' 
the theater, 


Law is only as good as people are willing to ' 
enforce it. It is public expectation that the law 
will be obeyed, or itis the public resolve that 
the law will be enforced, that makes law possi- 
ble. Laws defending democracy are only as 
good as the democratic instincts of a people 
are alive and vibrant. Democratic laws do not 
create democratic instincts, democratic in- 
stincts create democratic laws. It's those in- 
stincts 1 worry about. 

Did we really need the Supreme Court to tell 
us how wrong, undemocratic and iniquitous 
an order was banning government officials 
from telling the truth about elections? Did we 
really need the Supreme Court to tell us how 
selective, indecent and obscene arresting 
Ocampo was at the height of the campaign for 
specious complicity in the communist purges , 
ages ago, while the whole world was indicting 
the government for patent culpability in to- 
days wanton slaughter? Do we really need the 
Court to tell us how unimaginably ugly and op- 
pressive and insane all the things it has cast 
like St. Michael into the fires of hell or oblivion 
are? 

The natural reaction of people who live in a 
democracy, or think they do, is to be violently 
outraged. The spontaneous reaction of a peo- 
ple who enjoy their rights, or think they do, is 
to be livid with fury. The instinctive reaction of 
people who have known freedom all their lives 
isto damn the people who make the Jonas Bur- 
goses of this world disappear. Those instincts 
are what make democratic laws possible, not 
the other way around. 

The Supreme Court has done its part. When 
will we do ours? 

Erratum: It wasn't Rep. Prospero Nograles 
‘who said that the First Gentleman smoothened 
relations between GMA and her generals, it 
жаз Rep. Jacinto Paras. Specifically, Paras said 
FG was GMAts "buffer" and "shield" who quiet- 
ly ensured military and police support for her 
during the Garci scandal and its aftermath 
through backroom channels. 

As they sav today, my bad. 
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THE FIRST THING THE OPPOSITION DID AFTER 
it appeared certain that the Genuine Opposition 
(GO) candidates had won 8-2-2 in the Senate elec- 
tion was to talk with deposed President Joseph 
Estrada, at his detention home in Талау, Rizal, 
about the division of spoils. Up for grabs gre the 
Senate presidency and chairmanship of key com- 
тее. From newspaper reports, there was noth- 
ing to indicate that the victors, in the flush of tri- 
‘umph, thought of overhauling the national policy 
agenda beyond just carving up the booty. 

"The celebration with Estrada was symbolic and 
symptomatic of the opposition's view of the man- 
date it received from the people on May 14. When 
the opposition leaders met at Estrada's rest 
house, they offered the GO capture of the Senate. 
asa trophy to Estrada and as an acknowledgment 
of Estrada's view that the election was a referen- 
dum on the illegitimacy of his overthrow by Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo in January 2001 and a vin- 
dication of his innocence of plunder charges. 

‘The opposition cannot be more wrong than 
crediting Estrada for the GO victory in the Senate 
election, Some of them may like to think the GO 
team was hand-picked by Estrada. Bur this was not 
exactly the case: most of the GO candidates were 
not identified as dyed-in-the-wool Estrada parti- 
sans, and presented themselves as independent- 
minded persons. The only thread shared by mem- 
bers ofthe team was that all were anti-Arroyo. 

"The May election was anything buta rerun ofthe 
Estrada-Arroyo political vendetta. That feud was 
not the central election issue. The voters decided on 
a number of issues that have emerged to define the 
character of the Arroyo administration since 2001. 
‘The nation has traveled a long distance for the past 
six years. Consequently Estrada cannot claim credit 
for influencing the 8-2-2 Senate election result. 
Much less is he in a position to call the shots in the 
allocation of power in the next Senate, 

‘The entire election results—for the Senate, the 
House and the local posts—have left an unclear 
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mandate for either the administration or the op- 
position. The mandate is open to several inter- 
pretations about what the administration and the 
opposition have to do in the remaining three 
years of this government. The mandate is spelled 
ut on two levels: the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

‘The results represent a draw. The administra- 
tion lost control of the Senate, but retained its 
majority in the House, winning more than 200 
seats in the 256-member House, with the opposi- 
tion winning 35. But this time, the majority coali- 
tion is not as largely dominated by Lakas-CMD as 
the outgoing Congress. Lakas dominance is 
threatened by the resurgence of Kampi, the Presi 
dents own party, which gained 48 seats. These 
gains have splintered the base of the coalition 
among Lakas-CMD, Kampi and Eduardo Co- 
juangco's Nationalist People's Coalition (NPC), 
which held around 40 seats. 

The May election, in which the President was 
not up for reelection, was in effect a half-election. 
Half of the Senate was up for election. The other 
half of the polls involved the House. For the pur- 
pose of reversing the national policy agenda, itis 
the Senate election outcome that is more critical 
than the House outcome, and the Senate results 
reflect more authentically the national mood. 
‘Thus, the administration has claimed a fresh vote 
of confidence on the results of the election for 
House seats, and the opposition claims a man- 
date to review and reverse policy on issues on 
which the opposition perceives the administra- 


tion has been repudiated by the voters nation- 
wide as reflected by the Senate election results. 

Inits postmortem of the results, the GO admits 
to having underestimated the depth and the un- 
dercurrent of the voters’ unrest with the adminis- 
tration. Sen. Sergio Osmefia Ш, GO's campaign 
manager and strategist, told reporters the 8-2-2 
result exceeded its expectations, He expected on- 
lysix GO candidates to win. 

"The administration was equally stunned by the 
scale of Team Unity’s (TU) defeat. From the near- 
ly complete Comelec official canvass, only two 
TU candidates (Senators Edgardo Angara and 
Joker Arroyo) have survived the GO sweep, with 
Miguel Zubiri struggling to move into the 12th 
slot with the remaining count of the Mindanao 
votes. Administration strategists had hoped TU 
would win from four to five seats. 

Both sides failed to plumb the pulse of the na- 
tion's discontent and impulses for policy change 
and reversal. 

It is dismaying that neither the opposition, if 
ever it can find its way into speaking with an al- 
ternative policy agenda, nor the government has 
recognized that the mixed results for both the 
Senate and House elections require them to fe- 
view and revise the policy agenda and priorities. 

The key areas upon which policy reversal can 
be made in the Senate are the blue ribbon com- 
mittee, foreign relations committee, finance and 
economic committees, defense committee, and 
Justice and human rights. These are the commit- 
tees that defined the issues on which the contest 
for control of the Senate was fought and decided. 

It is equally dismaying that the administration 
has not shown any sign of being chastened or 
humbled by the Senate election results. There's 
not a hint of a Cabinet change to signal its readi- 
ness to make a fresh start after a devastating de- 
feat. The worst thing the administration can do is 
to stonewall on the status quo—as if nothing hap- 
pened on May 14. 


Not just a grudge fight 


"SO, YOU'RE IN FOR THE FIGHT OF YOUR 
life!" I teased Cebu Representative-elect Pablo 
Garcia during a recent dinner, 

“No, it's (Speaker) Joe de Venecia who's in for 
the fight of his life,” interjected Garcia's son Win- 
ston, president and general manager of the Gov- 
ernment Service Insurance System (0515). 

‘When we met with him in Cebu last April, 
Pabling Garcia said that even if he was returning to 
politics by running anew for a House seat, he was 
taking it easy because “all the mayors in my district 
are with us anyway.” Indeed, the last campaign 
would seem like a walk for the political Garcia 
family of Cebu. Not only did the "old man Garcia” 
handily win his congressional seat, so did his son 
Pablo John in his first congressional campaign. 
More significant, his daughter Gwen won her sec- 
ond term as governor with a winning margin that, 
she says, "is unprecedented in Cebu history.” 

But what makes the outcome of the last elec- 
tions even sweeter for the Garcias is the way their 
party—their "One Cebu" belongs to the Presi- 
dent’s Kampi—carried the entire province even in 
the senatorial elections. Going against the nation- 
al trend, Cebu went for Team Unity, voting in a 
majority of the administration candidates and 
giving the most number of votes to Joker Arroyo, 
followed by Cebuano-speaking Prospero Pichay. 
Popular Genuine Opposition candidates Loren 
Legarda and Chiz Escudero, who came out No. 1 
and 2 in the national count, could land only in 
seventh and eighth place, while John Osmefia of 
the storied Cebuano political family, couldn't 
even make it to the Top 12. 

“I told my mayors that I would not tolerate 

even 12th place for Osmefia," said the governor 
of her family's long-time nemesis. The mayors 
had no choice but to follow, shares Pablo John, 
because Gwen is known among her mayors as 
"the tiger of the capitol." 
AND yet, despite their vindication in the last 
polls and the satisfying results, why is Pablo 
Garcia, who has served as congressman and 
governor of his province, now contesting the 
‘speakership of the House? 
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“We have our issues against De Venecia," the 
older Garcia explains, while his son Winston 
seems more than willing to go into details about 
this “grudge match.” He cites the many times 
the Speaker and stalwart of Lakas, to which the 
Garcias previously owed their allegiance, 
‘walked all over their alliance and supported oth- 
er candidates, including the son of Sonny Osme- 
fia during Gwen's first run for governor. 

“But we're also contesting the speakership 
for considerations of principles,” adds Pablo 
John. There is a feeling, apparently, especially 
within the business community, that De Vene- 
cia is the source of political instability in the 
county. This may sound rather far-fetched, 
but as the Garcia siblings contend, the Speak- 
ет may have caused the defeat of the adminis. 
tration Senate lineup with his stubborn and ill- 
advised pursuit of Charter change, “and we all 
know why he's pursuing that.” It's also Pablo 

"the Speaker has been us- 

ing the threat of impeachment as a way to 
make the President beholden to him.” 
OTHER members of the House, though, have 
spoken out against what seems to them a farcical 
fight for the post of Speaker. Since House tradi- 
tion dictates that whoever loses in the challenge 
for speakership becomes the minority floor lead- 
er, it would mean giving both the House leader- 
ship and the leadership of the opposition to the 
biggest pro-administration parties. 

The situation, says opposition Representative- 
elect Rufus Rodriguez, is “highly anomalous,” 
since with only 35 members in the House, “there 
is no way (the ‘genuine’ opposition) can muster 
enough votes" to place second place in the race 


for speaker. Rodriguez called for a caucus of all 
pro-administration parties to decide on a single 
candidate for speaker among them. The opposi- 
tion, he said, would do likewise, and thereby en- 
sure that the post of minority floor leader would 
indeed belong to the real opposition and minority 
in the House. 

Still, the way the Garcia father and siblings 

were talking that evening, it seemed clear they 
weren't in any mood to simply take part in a “mo- 
ro-moro" for speaker just to block the opposition 
from taking any leadership role in the House. And 
yet, also judging from their talk, it seems their 
loyalty to President Arroyo is beyond question. A 
“run-off” between their loyalists and tne suppor 
ers of De Venecia for the speakership before a fi- 
nal contest for the post thus seems most reason- 
able and would serve the ends of democracy—the 
essence of which is giving a voice and a choice to 
everyone—all the better. 
ITS obvious that the race for House speaker 
has energized Pabling Garcia, even if it would 
seem he has earned a well-deserved retire- 
ment from politics by now. 

But Winston, the third-born but eldest boy 
of the eight Garcia siblings, says they encour- 
aged their father to run again for Congress 
"because when he finished his last term as 
governor, he seemed to lose steam." 

The older Garcia laughs at this, but nods in 
agreement. He has more than enough reason, 
after all, to enjoy this current political season. 
All's well in the world of the Garcias. In con- 
trast to her very slim margin of victory in 2004, 
Gwen is sweeping back into office enjoying an 
unquestionable mandate and free to pursue 
her own agenda for governance. Pablo John is 
making his debut on the national stage, a de- 
but that will undoubtedly be enhanced should 
his father win the speakership. And Winston? 
Well, as his anecdotes indicate, he's riding 
high on the vaunted economic achievements 
of the Arroyo government and, as part of the 
President's economic team, he's certainly a- 
glow with a sense of accomplishment. 


A broader perspective of history 


“DISTRESSING” I$ THE ONLY WORD TO DE- 
scribe what I feel each time I receive yet another 
invitation to address teachers on the topic, “How 
to make history interesting,” The theme supplied 
says a lot about the person doing the inviting than 
the subject matter because history is interesting. If 
students are bored in history class, it is probably 
the fault of the teacher, ог the textbook, or both. 

Моге distressing is the fact that some teachers 
‘want to change the way they deliver history in the 
classroom but are not allowed to do so by their 
superiors. Students suffer the same fate: one per- 
son I met flunked an exam and another lost a quiz 
bee because they used material in my books and 
columns rather than the standard textbook. 1 also 
receive e-mail from expatriate Filipinos who try 
to keep in touch with their roots through history 
А group of Fil-Ams, who were probably raised оп 
simplistic or outdated textbook history their par- 
ents brought with them four decades ago, were 
upset over the columns last month on elections 
during the time of our Founding Fathers. 

Twantto share an e-mail sent by Aniway Lome- 
da (nee Duhaylungsod), who is taking up gradu- 
ate studies in chemistry, from Texas. She wrote: 

*1 just recently read a couple of your earlier es- 
says this May on the Tejeros Convention and the 
anomalous conduct of the first Philippine elections. 
1 find it disquieting that there is a general accep- 
tance of the validity of those events leading to the 
founding of our republic. Thinking back to my un- 
dergraduate Kasaysayang Filipino, I realize that I 
am fortunate to have been presented with a broader. 
perspective of both sides of the story, as one might 
say. But much of what discovered about Philippine. 
history (being a chemistry major) 1 actually assim 
lated outside of the traditional classroom. I learned. 
the context of Bonifacios antrum, and later, how 
social clases played into the struggle for power and 
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"So my picture of Philippine history is not ex- 
actly what the curriculum prescribes, hence I feel 
a little more enlightened than the general trend 
you described in the articles. But asa parent, 1 re- 
alize that it is my consciousness of history that 
will become my son's basis for his appreciation of 
our history, and here is where it becomes so im- 
portant to build a more accurate national con- 
sciousness of history. I have seen how it plays out 
with my eldest child, who just finished kinder- 
garten this year, and I would like to share this in- 
cident with you. 

“I recall one topic at school that required the 
students to fil up a page about someone who had 
been a hero in their community or country. It was 
а good opportunity to appreciate the diversity of 
his class since the school's population is about 45 
percent white, 35 percent Asian, 10 percent black 
and 10 percent Hispanic (or whatever the politi- 
cally correct terms are!). Now for several days 
leading to the homework, he had been coming 
home with stories of Presidents Washington and 
Lincoln etc., so I decided that Bonifacio would be 
our hero of choice. We proceeded to talk, in the 
simplest of terms, about the Spanish occupation 
and oppression leading up to the Revolution, of 
‘which our hero Bonifacio was the Ama. So all that 
was pretty much textbook stuff. 

"Then comes his question: "Then did he be- 
come president too after the Revolution, like 
General Wachinetnn? An nan naman haranen 


they were both fathers of their respective revolu- 
tions, it was a logical, analogous step in his mind, 
but unfortunately anak, non sequitur. Nanay si 
ply says, "He died before there became a Philip- 
pine republic.’ And he says sadly, ‘Oh, then some- 
опе must have shot him in the war.’ And I reply, 
just as sadly, "Yes, in a different kind of battle, 
anak: I thought about how confusing it would be 
for him to hear that it was a fellow Filipino who 
killed our hero, and how it was very likely that he 
was defrauded of a seat in the leadership of the 
Filipinos. So I simply answer, ‘Yes. 

“But I tell him silently, ‘Rest assured, anak, 
when you are a bit older, I will tell you the rest. 1 
will not let you down, I will not rob you of your 
history For how can one learn from his past if he 
does not know of it? How can we hope for a 
brighter future if we keep ourselves in the dark 
about the past?” 

“So I applaud you, Sir, for going against the 
tide and taking pains to re-educate us Filipinos on 
our own history. I hope that your readers will also 
realize how timely this isin the context of our pre- 
sent-day elections and nation-building. 

“Оп a personal note, I have always enjoyed 
your writings and how you manage to engage my 
mind in historical discourse when I am a natural 
scientist by training. Although we haven't met, 
you actually autographed a copy of ‘Rizal With- 
ош the Overcoat for me аз а student, through my 
mother, Levy, whom you met at some conference, 
Tthink. I will try my best to keep up with your col- 
‘umn; I thank you for providing us with a link to 
our heritage and homeland." 

Toften wonder whether it is all right to present 
а different view of history that is both confusing 
ог disturbing. Readers’ responses have given me 


the answer. 


‘Graciosa’ 


“CAN WE LOOK AT THESE TWO UNITS?” I ASKED THE 
cell phone vendor. I was in Greenhills with a friend and each 
ofus had spotted a unit that looked interesting. 

The clerk frowned and said, "Isa-isa lang (Let's do it one at 
a time).” Fair enough, I thought, maybe she'd had people 
running off with the phones, but 1 felt her voice could have 
been more congenial. 

So, she pulled out one unit to show my friend, and after he 
was through, took 
ош the other one for 
me to look at. I 
‘wasn't really that in- 
terested, рату 
thrown off by her de- 
meanor, so Í quickly 
returned the unit to 
her with a "Sala- 
mat.” 

She scowled and muttered, “Sayang lang oras ko (What a 
waste of time).” 

My friend watched me nervously, knowing how I feel 
about impertinence, but I figured, its the end of a long day 
and I'll justlet it go at that. 

Bad business 

*Graciosa," I fumed on the way home and my friend, who's 
younger, asked what it meant. "Graciousness," I translated, 
only to get another blank look. And I realized, that’s it, we're 
raising a new generation of ungracious Filipinos, 

You see it all around you: in the way people push you aside 
as they try to get through a crowd, clerks who toss your 
change back at you, people who answer the phone with “Ano 
anl", bureaucrats who won't look at you as you transact 
business. All this is going to be disastrous, considering how 
our economy depends so much on graciousness. We have 
millions of Filipinos working overseas, many in countries 
where graciousness is essential. And locally, we want to pro- 
mote tourism, call centers, retirement villages, yet most 
younger Filipinos (and I bet quite a few older ones as well) 
have no sense of graciousness. 

Tm talking about more than the good manners and right 
conduct norms we picked up in school. It’s also more than 
the artificial "good morning, sir/ma'am” that everyone 
seems to be doing now in malls and stores, done so mechani- 
cally they might as well be greeting a school of 
hermaphrodite milkfish. 

Graciousness means the little extras that go а long way, 
the “thank you" and the smile, even for the most routine 
work done; the "please," the "po, the “palihug” (in the 
Visayas) that go with every request—again no matter how 
small. It's making an effort to move closer to a customer to 
hand over an object, rather than hurling it. les hospitali- 
ty—plus, a way of saying "You're special,” serving fresh fruit 
Juice instead of some soft drink or powdered drink. I's also 
the pinipig you add to the chocolate—thank you, Tita Gilda, 
who whips up the richest tskolate eh. 

Class 

We tend to think that graciousness comes with being up- 
per class, Not quite. Graciousness is very much alive in the 
most remote of our villages, with the poorest of the poor in 
the boondocks (bundok), where people welcome you into 
their homes, give you their best room (or, for very poor fami- 
lies, their best banig or sleeping mat), slaughter their only 
chicken or pig and when you try to stop them explaining 
you're vegetarian and can't bear to see animals slaughtered, 
they take out their one and only can of carne norte (corned 
beef). Graciousness means going out of your way to help, 
and thats literal in many parts of the country. Ask for instruc- 
tions to someone's home and you automatically have a guide 
accompanying you to that place, even if it's five or six moun- 
tains away. And no, they're not going to ask you for a tip. 

So, why are we losing this graciousness? Partly it’s urban 
life eating away into our soul. To survive in cities, we think 
we need to be tough and brusque. 

But I'm realizing, too, the rot goes back to when Filipinos 
began to internalize the values of our feudal lords. Among 
their peers, landlords observed proper etiquette and had 
some degree of graciousness, but toward lesser mortals, 
which was 95 percent of the Philippine population, it was 
pure and unadulterated arrogance. 

Thad friends who worked as flight attendants in Philip- 
pine Airlines and who told me how, on flights to and from Ba- 
colod and lloilo, they had to deal with wannabe hacenderos, 
‘who would lug in heavy bags which they would drop on the 
floor. Never a “please,” never a “palihug” from the haughty 
passengers, the attendants were expected to know that they 
should lift the bags and put them into the overhead bin—and 
say thank you for the privilege 

You see it, too, with domestic helpers, who have mastered, 
through imitation, the imperial tones and habits of their em- 
ployers. I worry in particular about the yayas (nannies), who 
pass on this class snobbery to the young children they're car- 
ing for. When their wards grow up to be insolent brats, the 
parents wonder why they became that way. 

‘Eventually, that lack of graciousness, combined with class 
snobbery, spread like a virus, transforming us into paragons 
of rudeness. And the poorer one is, the more one gets the 
brunt of this ungraciousness. You see itin the malls: the low- 
er the income group they cater to, the more ungracious the 
sales clerks, bored, overworked and suspicious of their cus- 
tomers because they're not rich and might steal the goods. 

Like the wind 

I try to understand when someone is ungracious because 
ofa long day's work, but, whenever possible, also take it up 
with them—graciously, sometimes with a bit of teasing—be- 
cause 1 know that 1 don't call their attention to their lapses, 
they would eventually offend someone less tolerant, and 
that would cost them their job. 

Туе found that graciousness can be useful even with the 
mean and the vicious because itrattles them, gets them even 
тоге nervous as they wonder if you're preparing to take ac- 
tion against them—very graciously, of course. And some- 
times they're right. 

“Xing ru feng,” my Chinese meditation teacher recently ex- 
honed our class. Move like the wind. To demonstrate, she 
took a few steps to emphasize the importance of being light- 
footed, then opened and shut a door ever so carefully. "Ies 
more than politeness,” she explained, "it's respecting others, 
being conscious that you don't end up disturbing others.” 
Graciousness includes the gentle handling of any object, an 
expression of our respect for its value. 

Society ritualizes graciousness so it can be taught, eventu- 
ally becoming embodied, meaning it becomes part of our 
body reflected in our speech, our gait, our facial expressions, 
our hand movements. Ies the way, too, all our movements 
come together to give us what we call in Filipino “dating,” 
the impact we have on people. It’s never stiff, as when we 
"behave" only because we have to. Neither is it contrived, as 
when politicians perform. Never directed, never scripted, 
graciousness touches people because it emanates from a 
choreography of the heart. 


Michael L. Tan : 
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WHAT EXACTLY IS THE ROLE OF 
the policemen loitering around 
the exit area of Philippine Airlines’ 
terminal? As we were about to exit 
the place, two cops took our lug- 
gage claim stubs and pretended to 
inspect the luggage. One moved 
closer and asked for a “tip.” We ig- 
nored him, Meanwhile, the real 
PAL staff just looked on with indif- 
ference and did nothing. 

When we managed to move on 
closer to the exit, another set of 
PAL staff in uniform asked for our 
claim stubs (again) to compare 
with the stubs on our luggage. 
‘They asked us to go back to the 
cops and claim our stubs which 
the cops kept in their possession, 
This happened May 9 at 3 p.m. up- 
оп our arrival from Honolulu, PR 
101. The PAL staff and the cops as- 
signed around that time in that 
area should be investigated and 
should be made to answer for the. 
“extra services” they were extend- 
ing to the passengers. 

‘Also on a domestic flight to Ak- 


stubs. 


a ticket. 


MOST EDUCATORS KNOW—AND 
there are studies that support 
this—that one must know his/her 
mother tongue in the early years be- 
fore he/she should try learning to 
speak in any other language. 

‘The medium of instruction in our 
schools may be a factor in develop- 
ing our students’ and graduates’ 
proficiency in English. 1 believe, 
however, that the main reason for 
the decline in English proficiency 
among our young is that they spend 
more time watching TV or playing 
video games than reading. 

I cannot quote actual studies 
here, but from observation, 1 think 
our youth, in general, read less than 
their elders. Most young people to- 


Jan, I handed the lady at the ter- 
minal fee counter a P1,000-bill to 
pay for four boarding passes for 
four passengers. She gave me 
back P200. She stapled all the 
tickets together with the board- 
ing passes in one bundle. As we 
went through the X-ray inspec- 
tion area, the people there in- 
spected our boarding passes, too. 
But when we were boarded, a 
man came running to us demand- 
ing another P200 because there 
were only three, not four, ticket. 


We didn't have the chance to 
complain because the plane was 
ready to leave. Perfect scenario. 
Ignoring the missing ticket stub 
until the last minute so we can't 
complain to the lady who made 
P200 by issuing us one ticket less 
and to the man who made P200 
for getting paid without giving us 


How many more are being vic- 
timized by this scam and how 
much money are the people be- 


Main cause of decline in English 
proficiency among Filipino youth 


day squander precious time absorb- 
ing trash from television, siting 
passively in front of the "box" I 
challenge parents to help stop or re- 
verse this downward trend, and to 
encourage our children to read and 
grow intellectually. 
1 challenge our scholars to make 
a study on the relationship be- 
tween reading and the box, on one 
hand, and achievement, on the 
other; and to tell the nation about. 
their findings. I challenge our law- 
makers to act on this problem. 
Let's think up of ways to pro- 
mote reading and to limit televi- 
sion viewing among the young. 
—LOELLA ESCANTILLA-LAPAT, 
loella l&yahoo.com 
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OPINION 
‘Kotongan’ at PAL terminal 


hind this 
racket 


making LETTER’ 
every 


day? 

They must 

be all in it, for 
how else could they ignore the 
missing stub at the Xray and 
boarding area? 

Don't you ever notice just how 
too many inspectors, porters, 
cops, janitors and officials are 
hanging around inside the PAL 
terminal? Any one of them can 
practically ask to see your travel 
papers and you won't notice the 
difference if he's a PAL officer or a 
janitor. 

Tesa perfect setting for disorder 
and “kotongan” and PAL doesn't 
seem to be doing anything about 
this problem. Iam not the first vic- 
tim. I have heard and read com- 
plaints about this problem before. 
Hello, who's in charge there? 

—RIGGY JONES, 
riggy3@walla.com 


Tattered flags 


1 HOPE THE OFFICIALS OF THE 
government agencies holding of- 
fices in the Atrium Building along 
Makati Avenue, Makati City, will 
take time to look up the front 
porch of the building and see the 
dismal and shameful condition of 
the two Philippine flags hanging 
on two poles. 

It appears that both flags were 
directly hit by Typhoon "Milenyo" 
lastyear. 

Itis a shame that no one from 
any of the government agencies in 
that building has bothered to re- 
place whatever remains of the 
flags hanging there. Is this an ob- 
vious indication of our lack of pa- 
triotism? 


—TOMAS TUASON, 
tomas_tuason@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers! Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- | 
lude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 
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Teachers should not be exposed to election violence 


‘THAT TEACHERS WOULD rather 
skip poll duties is hardly news. So 
why am I (аз many others) still 
raising this issue, after the elec- 
tions? 

Because, with every election, 
serving as election inspector is be- 
coming more and more a danger- 
ous task; because the clamor to re- 
lieve the teachers from such a task 


is growing louder and louder. 

The burning of ballot boxes 
and a schoolhouse in Taysan, 
Batangas, where a teacher and 
two poll watchers died in that in- 
cident, proved all the more this 
clamor to be most justified. 

Like most Filipinos, 1 am sad- 
dened and alarmed by this in 
dent. join the call for the imme 


ate resolution of this incident. The 

perpetrators of this dastardly 

act—obviously crooked politi 

cians and hired goons—must be 
arrested and brought to justice. 

—FRED L. BAGBAGEN, 

3/F Rudel Bldg. V, 

Lower Mabini cor. 

Diego Silang Streets, 

Baguio City 2600 


Bolante remembered in 2007 campaign-spending spree 


INQUIRER'S MAY 26 EDITORIAL 
which asserted that the institution 
of the Senate “matters, precisely 
because it plays a key role in our 
democracy" implies that the Sen- 
ate, of all our institutions, and our. 
senators are the true vanguards of 
democracy. I find this view quite 
disturbing. 

True, a number of high-profile 
cases involving graft and—to a 
large extent, the alleged assault by 
Malacafiang on out civil liber- 
ties—had been denounced by sen- 
ators, individually and/or collec- 
tively їп their chamber. That sena- 
tors act as a counterweight to the 
executive is hardly surprising at 
all, given the true function of this 
branch of government. 

But we should ask ourselves: Is 
this all of what is left of Philippine 
politics? What about the polities 


of governance and the account- 
ability of the Senate to play a key 
role in bringing about stability 
and economic progress in our 
‘country? Are the senators the true 
representatives of our people? 
Political columnist and UP Po- 
litical Science professor Alex Mag- 
nois right in saying that every sen- 
ator is bereft of party identifica- 
tion and is too impervious to party 
discipline; they see themselves as 
above the occupant in "mere 
Malacafiang" such that the Senate 
has become a dysfunctional unit 
and we are forced to deal with 
each of the senator who sees him- 
self as an autonomous power. 
‘Members of the opposition are 
patting themselves on the back for 
their imminent landslide victory. 
But for what reason? Remember 
the Joc-Joc Bolante fertilizer scam? 


Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo let loose 
a bird to do nasty things. We had 
elected superman-senators with 
their big catch nets. But the bird 
flew away before they knew it. 

Iesis sad to think that the ferti 
izer scam was hatched to "fuel" 
GMAs campaign machinery in 
2004; thats P728 million gone 
bye-bye, and the combined presi- 
dential and senatorial elections 
campaign spending in 2004 
amounted to a staggering P1.2 bil- 
lion. 

In the 2007 elections, the over- 
spending was never more evident. 
So what else is new? An opposi- 
tionist Senate battling the execu- 
tive, and the people's money being 
wasted in their endless attempt to 
cuteach other's throat. 

—FRANK CARLOS, 
fpearlos@yahoo.com 
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Revive Charter change as country's only hope 


THE 2007 MID-TERM ELECTIONS SHOWED 
that the administration is strong at the local, 
congressional and provincial levels but weak at 
the national level. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's 
senatorial candidates have clearly been repudi- 
ated. Note, too, the alarming expanding mili 
tary representation in the Senate: Rodolfo Bia- 
топ, Panfilo Lacson, Gregorio Honasan and An- 
tonio Trillanes— former soldiers and anti-GMA 
all, hence, the proclivity for a military coup. 
Combined with the Estrada-backed candidates. 
hankering for people power and concentrated 
їп oppositionist Manila, we should expect polit- 
ical upheavals in the immediate future. 

With the loss of Pampanga's governorship to 
а priest who ran against the GMA-backed wife 
of a wealthy jueteng lord, the end of the Es- 
pinosa's five-decade rule of Masbate and the 
end of many political dynasties, we can say 
that the electorate generally wants some 
meaningful changes in our political structure. 
‘Thus, the lingering challenge to shift to a par- 
liamentary form of government, which the 
Senate and political dynasties oppose. 

We can no longer further postpone the shift 
to a parliamentary system. Before the 2010 
elections, the country needs to be united and 
healed of the festering wounds brought about 
by the endless bickering in a presidential sys- 


tem, a form of government that has failed us 
and our country, now dubbed as the most cor- 
rupt in Asia. It is time for all well-meaning Fil- 
ipinos to pause, think and do something to 
heal the country's divisive, economic, social 
and political wounds, 

The new Congress is morally, critically and 
historically bound to rewrite our Constitution. 
Let us harness the energy and vision of the new 
Congress in amending our Constitution. It will 
be an enlightening experience for Filipinos to 
work together as a people, to pull together for 
the common good and set aside political ambi- 
tions—the points of contention and the cause 
of our division as a people. 

With the shift to a parliamentary system, a 
system preferred by over 114 countries 
worldwide, we might yet see that we are a 
country so blessed with so much bounty from 
the Almighty; that in peace and unity, no bar- 
rier can deter the indomitable spirit of the Fil- 
ipino people. 

‘The parliamentary system is the only hope 
of our country for political sanity, peace, unity 
and progress. 

—FRUCTUOSO SUZARA, 

executive director, 

Social Policy Advocacy, 15 Charleyville St., 
White Plains, Quezon City 


Killing the hospitals softly with a foolish law 


MUCH HAS BEEN SAID AND WRITTEN 
about the exodus of health care professionals 
to other countries (also known as "brain 
drain"). The Inquirer has reported on the likes 
of Dr. Elmer Jacinto, the medical board top- 
notcher who chose to work as a nurse in the 
United States; and on Dr. Jaime Galvez-Tan's 
study on how many physicians have chosen 
the same path, and how some hospitals are 
closing down for lack of doctors and nurses to 
man them. 

It was everyone's hope that, given all the 
hype the media gave the problem, lawmakers. 
might take notice and step in to remedy the sit- 
uation. But, alas, three senators, Manuel Villar 
Pia Cayetano and Serge Osmefia, decided to 
further add insult to injury by passing a law al- 
lowing patients to “check out” of hospitals by 
just writing out а promissory note, meaning, 
without actually paying their bills. It penalizes 
private hospitals, including their administra- 
tors, that violate this law. 

Are they out of their minds? Where would 
the hospitals get money to buy medicines and 
supplies, and pay their staff in case the majori- 
ty ofthe patients decide not to pay up? Most of 
these institutions even have to borrow money 
from banks to upgrade their facilities and ca- 
pabilities. How would they pay their loans 
now? 

Private hospital administrators frown on 
this bill, saying that, on the average, only 
опе out of 10 patients return to pay their 
bills; some of them even report bogus ad- 
dresses. In these hospitals, it is the practice 


to ask the patient. nrior ta admission 


whether he could afford to stay there, or 
would opt to be referred to a government 
hospital for further treatment in case he fore- 
sees financial difficulties. 

What would now stop a patient from 
choosing a suite in a private hospital, say, 5. 
Luke's or Makati Medical, instead of lining up 
in a crowded state hospital? After all, he just 
has to issue a promissory note; and as far as | 
know, promissory notes (unlike bouncing 
checks) are not а legal basis for filing an 
estafa case. But.even if it were so, the time 
and cost of litigation alone would be too 
much for the hospitals, 

‘What's next? Will they allow hungry people 
to eat at any restaurant and simply submit a 
promissory note? Or better yet, why not allow 
homeless folks to check in at any apartment or 
hotel and, come check out time, just sign a 
promissory note? After all, food and shelter, 
like health, are also basic needs. 

Some hospital owners are suggesting a hos- 
pital holiday in protest of this law. The Depart- 
‘ment of Health says that it has yet to come up 
with exact guidelines on how to implement the 
law and will hold dialogues with hospital own- 
ers before finalizing the guidelines. 

Well, I have a suggestion: Allow patients to 
leave hospitals with promissory notes, but if 
they don't pay up within a week, charge their 
bills automatically to the pork barrel of the 
senators; if there is no longer enough pork bar- 
rel, charge the bills to the personal accounts of 
Villar, Cayetano and Osmefia. 

NICHOLAS GONZALES, 
nmsemd2Gvahno.com 
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Mindanao troops on high terror alert 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—GOVERNMENT SECURITY over the next several days i thatwas packed with jagged met- 

А said. al fragments and rigged with a 
forces are bracing for a possible wave of terror attacks ` "Us citizens should exercise ex- battery-operated, time-delay 
after the United States and Australia warned that al- treme caution in ca Mindanao blasting device. 

" i li n „105 citizens living and working in Lt. Col. Julieto Ando, 6th In- 
Qaida-affiliated militants were planning to bomb bus črna windanaosre urged tre. fanty Division. spokesperson, 
terminals and public markets in Mindanao. assess their personal security and to said military commanders were 

keep alow profile, and should avoid directed to check information 
Policemen and soldiers have eration Front (MILF) but the se- public gathering places,"itadded. that Zulkiñi bin Abdul Hir 
tightened security in and out of cessionist group has disowned The Australian government, Maruwan, also known as Com- 
the city, putting up choke points him. He is being blamed for the om the other hand, said possible mander Marohom—allegedly a 
and alerting troops following the bomb attacks that killed eight targets included places of wor- key operative in the Л cell re- 
US ‘terror plot reports people and wounded dozens of ship, restaurants, shopping malls, sponsible for the 2002 Bali bomb 
Maj. Randolph Cabangbang, others, including that in Makilala hotels, hostels, guesthouses, bars attack in which 202 people 
spokesperson of the Eastern Min- town in North Cotabato in Octo- or clubs in major population cen- died—was hiding in Central Min- 
danao Command, told the Ingum- ber last year. ters, including but not limited to danao. 
т that Basit Usman, an alleged In a warning message on June the cities of Davao, Kidapawan, Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesper- 
Jemaah Islamiyah member said 2, the United States said it re- Koronadal, Cagayan de Oro, Gen- son, said over 100 rebel troops 
To bebehindtharecentbombings ceived information that the eral Santos, Cotabato and Pagadi- and spies had been deployed to 
in Central Mindanao, facilitated bombings would likely be here an, and the towns of Carmen, Isu- monitor and arrest Zulkifli. 
the training on bomb making of and nearby Makilala in the next lan and Maganoy. Zulkifi was last spotted in 
fresh recruits in the village of several days. A day after the warning was is- marshy areas in the border between 
inantangan їп Mamasapano, _ The warning, posted on the US sued, government troops foileda Maguindanao and North Cotabato, 
Maguindanao, recently. Embassy webpage, said the bombattackwhena powerful im- where the MILF has forces, he said. 
"Eheir training went on for Americans һай information provised explosive device left in- — "Our troops were directed to 
eight days starting May 18, Ca- about the possible bomb attacks. side a bus was discovered by civil- catch him dead or alive,” he said. 
bangbang said. “The embassy has information ians and later defused by experts Zulkifli allegedly heads the 
‘Usman is on Washington's list that terrorists may be planningto at a public termina! in Talitay, Kumpulun Mujahidin Malaysia 
of terrorists and carries a bounty сапу out bombings at bus termi- Maguindanao. terrorist group and is a member 
of $50,000 (P2.4 million). nals and public market places in The bomb was made up of ofthe Jl's central command. Jeof- 
Usman is said to be a former Kidapawan (City) and Makilala about a kilogram of incendiary frey Майет and Jeffrey Tupas, 
member of the Moro Islamic Lib- in North Cotabato, Mindanao powder placed inside a pitcher Inquirer Mindanao 


ASOLDIER on election duty keeps watch at the Isabela-Lamitan ° 
highway. His role will revert to fighting terrorism as а result of a US Wi 0 f k B || @ 
alert. |BUEALPALNINQURERHNDANAO i Se 


Ifugao names forest park 2 1 P окат 


after slain US volunteer an 


BAGUIO CITY—IFUGAO OFFI- Butler said the residents adopt- 
cials were silent throughout the ed a concept he drew up about 
spectacle that accompanied the forging a livelihood project in 
murder of US Peace Corps volun- Campbell's honor, which would 
teer Julia Campbell in Banaue also help feed the villages. 
town in April. The people responded by donat- 
But the province finally made its іл; the land they would develop in- 
sentiments clearer to Campbell's to an agro-forestry park, said Roy 
fellow Peace Corps volunteers on Dimayuga, provincial program co- 
Sunday when the community of ordinator of the United Nations 
Barangay Puld in Asipulo, Ifugao, Population Fund (UNFPA). 
dedicated 12 hectares of forest Тһе town is piloting a UNFPA- ы Е 
land to Campbell, а former jour- supported social development and Enjoy P8,000 more savings! 
пай, said Dustin Butler, 24,a vol- population management program tyson ct Mabe pecan fe i 
unteer assigned tothe province. that was started in 2005 and will В Foma meeting room to a large conference room, Infocus Work Big multi-media Spx бәзоз A Laser ptr wath Poo 
‘About 25 Peace Corps volun- last until 2009. The program has projectors magnify small ideas into bigger ideas. Messages come across, audiences are From June 1- une 25, 2007 
teers, their Filipino coordinators made the "Campbell Park" a key i persuaded and the presentation Is weli-delivered. Infocus gives you the brightest, абаа Sos 
and their staff converged in feature of the program, Dimayuga Sharpest Images, richest colors and all e power you ned to enhance ала stas 
Barangay Pula with Asipulo offi- told the InquinER. жаша In 
cials and members to celebrate He said it was the community's i = В Fecus 
Environment Day in Campbell's way of making up for Campbell's i 8-5 IN26+ + Hi-Resolution XGA + 2200 Lumens + P49,900. Зена 
honor Environment Day is offi- death. Vincent Cabreza, Inquir- i ET кг 
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Get the one year subscription offer 
e this 128mb mp3 player. 


accepted. Go ahead, take a stand, 


| Call 896-6000 to subscribe 


Promo runs from April 11 to June 30, 2007. See flyers for full details. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No.1239 Seres of 2007. 


+ кепи depend on subscription package. Promo open to new subscribers and to those who will renew their Inquirer subscription. For Metro Manila residents only 
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By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—AN INTERNATIONAL 
agency in charge of settling claims for 
ой spill damages has warned about a 
“fake letter supposedly informing а 
‘second batch of claimants that pay- 


‘The International Ой Pollution 
Compensation (IOPC) Fund and local 
officials issued the warning to 
Guimaras residents. 

“The ТОРС said the letter is a fake 
and that the signature was a 
forgery,” said Rafael Coscolluela, 
presidential assistant for Western 
Visayas and head of the regional 
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Across the NATION 
Guimaras folk warned 


on fake payment letter 


task force Solar I Oil Spill, quoting 
Patrick Joseph, IOPC claims manag- 
er 
Coscolluela said the IOPC claims 
office in Guimaras got hold of a copy 
of the letter sent to barangay leaders 
оп the island after they tried to verify 
the notice. 

The one-page letter dated May 18 
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ment was ready. 
The Short-term loan Penalty 


2025\ Gondonatio 


e a ae a el ane тта a eS сч 


Program 


"X extenbeb „ 
Qh 8 By 


We are again extonding the avallment of the 555 short-term loan penalty condonation 
program until June 30, 2007. 


If you are а member with past due loan account with the 555 whether salary, calamity, 
emergency, educational, study now pay lator plan, vocational/technical, stock Investment 
ог privatization fund, here's your chance to keep Your account current. 


There's more... 
— 


Under this program, also Included are: the Courts or those with approved 


Installment plan or pending proposal 
with the SSC; and 
ө Members of delinquent cooperatives 
under the Member's Assistance for the 
Development of Entrepreneurship 
(MADE) Program. 


а Employers who are delinquent in the 
remittance of their employees’ ioan 
amortizations Including those with 
pending caso before the Social Security 
Commission (SSC), Prosecutor's Office or 


What are you waiting for? Apply 
at your nearest S88 braneh NOW! 


You can also download an application Form 
from our web site: 
wwrwsss.gov.ph 


For further detalls, please contact th 
Member Loans Program Management Department: 
Tel. No. 920-6401 locals 5151 
to 5135 


SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM. 
Kaagapay, Kaibigan, Kabalikat raagpakallsoman. 


MGA 
ENGINEERS 


ANG NAGPAPAIKOT NG 
MUNDO 


FIRST SEMESTER SY 2007-2008 
CLASSES BEGIN JUNE 13 


CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 
(Manila Campus) 


см ENGINEERING 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRONICS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERING 
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 


TECHNOLOGICAL 
INSTITUTE OF THE 
PHILIPPINES 


SANITARY ENGINEERING 
ARCHITECTURE 


mn 
QUEZON CITY CAMPUS 930 Ara Dt Cube Conc Cy Ten TLLA 
TP SEASIDE ARTI TRANG CENTER Ву. St бини Кот Cata 


ae 


TIP Quezon City and TIP Manila 
have been identified by the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) as 
Centers of Development (COD) in Information Technology Education (ITE) 
ITE courses: BS Computer Science, BS Information Technology, BS information Systems 


TIP Quezon City and TIP Manila are 2 out of only 5 schools chosen as CODs in ITE 
in the National Capital Region 


informed the baran- 
gay chairs that the 
payment for the sec- 
ond batch of 
claimants for pollu- 
tion damages result- 
ing from the August 
2006 oil spill would 
be released starting 
this month. 

The letter, purport- 
edly signed by IOPC 
Deputy Director Joe 
Nichols, instructed 
the claimants to bring 
valid identification 
cards and residence 
certificates. 

Coscolluela said 
that Joseph had in- 
formed him that no 
payments were possi- 
ble this month be- 
cause the IOPC was 
still validating more 
than 100,000 claim 
forms submitted by 
the second batch. 

The IOPC has fin- 
ished examining the 
forms but have not 
started validating the 
claims, said Coscol- 
luela. He said that 
only 2,600 forms 
were found to have 
been duly accom- | 
plished while the rest. 


ERIT 


— 


CLASS TENT 
This tent serves as a classroom for 120 students of the Maipon Elementary School, which 
was relocated in Barangay Travesia, Guinobatan town in Albay, when half of the old school 
was buried by mudflow from Mayon Volcano at the height of Supertyphoon “Reming” late 
last year. Both students and teachers are complaining of too much heat and lack of facilities. 
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were set aside be- 
cause they lacked in- 
formation. 

The IOPC earlier 
raised alarm over the 
lage number of 
claimants in the sec- 
ond batch. 

Tt said the number 
of claimants, includ- 
ing the 11,400 al- 
ready paid, was al- 
ready 80 percent of 
the total population 
of Guimaras. 

The ой spill could 
not have affected 
such a large number 
of residents, it said. 

Coscolluela зай 
he could not yet ex- 
plain the prolifera- 
tion of the fake letter. 
and who was respon- 
sible for it. 

“What could be the 
motive and who will 
benefit from this?” he 
asked. 

Last year, the 1OPC 
paid around P118.5 
million to more than 
11,000 residents of 
Guimaras whose 
livelihoods мете 
harmed after the So- 
lar I sank on Aug. 12, 
spilling 2.1 million 
liters of bunker fuel it 
was transporting for 
Petron from Bataan 
to Zamboanga. The 
victims each got from 
P4,800 to P32,000. 

The IOPC also paid 
р2,790,614 to 819 
residents of coastal 
villages of Пойо City 
and P57 million to 
some 11,000 
daimants of Пойо 
province. 


teachers. 


Sarangani, 


шу 
548,243. 


ай the 
cities of General Santos, 
Koronadal, Tacurong, 
Kidapawan and Cota- 
bato, officials said the 
enrollment figure rose 
by five percent com- 
pared to last year’s. 
The National Statistical 
Board (NSCB) reported that as of May 29, 
2007, the ARMM alone had 564,803 elemen- 
students 


For the same period, the ARMM has 13,354 
teachers while Central Mindanao has 14,210. 
Elementary classrooms in the ARMM num- 
bered 11,736 while in Central Mindanao, 
thereare 13,524. 

“It is statistically impossible that children 
will feel at ease or comfortable inside a very 
limited classroom, most of them coming from 
grade one,” said Luz Almeda, Department of 
Education director for Central Mindanao. 

‘She said that because of the increase in the 
number of students, a teacher has to attend to 60 
students or even more per class. 

The DepEd has put the ideal ratio of one 


СОТАВАТО СПҮ— 
Education officials in 
Central Mindanao and 
in the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Min- 
danao have confirmed 
the soaring number of 
enrollees this year, a 
problem compounded 
by the lack of dass- 
rooms, textbooks and 


In Central Min- 

danao, which consists 

of the provinces of 

North and South Cota- PA 

bato, Sultan Kudarat, Ё КИ ЖАИ 
БИРҮ, 

STUDENTS at the Jose Bastida Elementary 

School in Dumoy, Davao City, help clean up 

line with the week-long 

"Brigada Eskwela” initiated by the 


the school grounds 


Department of Education. 


Coordination 


and Central Mindanao, 
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More students enrolled but 


hers 


teacher for every 30 
students in a class. 
Чахор Kawit, acting 
ARMM education sec- 
retary, shared Alme- 
des predicament 
when he raised other 
enrollment мое, 
such as the lack of 
textbooks and teach- 


said. 

Kawit said the na- 
tional government 
must anticipate these 
yearly educational 
needs of schoolchil- 
dren. 

Both officials ex- 


pressed readiness in implementing the DepEd 
policy on the integration of Islamic teaching 
in public schools. 

"This is now the alternative learning system. 


(not only for in but) for out-of-school Muslim 


youths who may not have the opportunity to 
‘go to college,” said Мопагоз! Boradsing, educa- 
tion undersecretary for Muslim affairs, who. 
met on Monday with state teachers here. 

“They can enroll where they can learn Ara- 
bic and Islamic values education while they 
are also taught English," she said. 

“Oplan Balik Paaralan” has been launched 
Monday by the Central Mindanao police. 

Chief Supt. Felizardo Serapio Je, regional po. 
lice director, said more policemen had been as- 
signed to secure school premises. 
Señase, Inquirer Mindanao with a report 
from Chona Galang, Inquirer Research 


Charlie 


Journalist killer tagged high risk 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—JAIL AUTHORI- 
ties see the convicted killer of Pagadi- 
an joumalist Edgar Damalerio as a 
high-risk prisoner, putting him in a cell 
occupied by members of the local ter- 
ror group Abu Sayyaf. 

There will be no more karaoke and 
videoke machine operations and ten- 
nis games, which he did inside the Pa- 
gadian City Jail, for convicted journal- 
ist killer Guillermo Wapile as he was 
transferred to this city a week ago. 

Supt. Victor Borres, warden of the 
Zamboanga City Reformatory Center, 
said Wapile would end up playing 
board games inside his cell because 
“domino and chess are the only 
games allowed." 

Borres said Wapile had been placed 
under tight watch and all his visitors 
were being closely scrutinized. 


Insp. Belsie Agustin, chief of opera- 
tions and spokesperson of the Bureau 
of Jail Management and Penology in 
Western Mindanao, said Wapile was a 
“high-risk and high-profile inmate,” 
which prompted them to make his 
transfer confidential "to ensure that 
he will not escape or groups might 
snatch him from us.” 

“jes all for security reasons,” 
Agustin said. 


Well-trained 

“Wapile’s case is not just a typical 
commission of index crimes, it has 
characters on his case being a former 
well-trained police officer and his re- 
ported association with notorious 
criminal gangs," Agustin added. 

Wapile was transferred under 
heavy guard to the Zamboanga City 


Reformatory Center on May 19. He 
was immediately detained at Cell No. 
1, sharing it with 60 other high-risk 
and high-profile criminals, like sus- 
pected members of the Abu Sayyaf 
Group, murderers and rapists. 

The transfer, Agustin said, was 
based on an order from the Regional 
Trial Court Branch 19 in Cebu City 
and request from Insp. Elmer Grego- 
rio, warden of the Pagadian Jail 

Wapile is not allowed to mingle 
with anyone outside his cell, Borres 
said, He is also not included in any of 
the facility's programs and projects 
like the recently held skills training 
for inmates. 

“He'll stay here for safekeeping, he 
will soon be transferred to another fa- 
cility (Muntinlupa),” Borres said. 

Julie Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
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INQUIRER Northern Luzon Lm 
Pangasinan language is alive and kicking 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes. 
Dagupan City 


ITH ITS SPEAKERS DE- 

creasing by the day, many 

consider the Pangasinan 
language to be dying. But a local 
historian is struggling to keep the 
language alive by compiling native 
words and publishing these in a 
dictionary. 

Emiliano “Mel” Jovellanos, 70, has pub- 
lished the fourth edition of the Pangasinan- 
English, English-Pangasinan language dictio- 
nary. The compilation has 20,000 entries, 
four times the number of words when he pub- 
lished the first edition in 2002. 

Jovellanos said he feels bad when he hears 
people say the Pangasinan language is dying. 

“its alive, and this dictionary is a proof that it 
is,” he said. He also cited a study of the provincial 
government that 51 percent of Pangasinenses 
speak the language, as opposed to 47 percent who 
speak Ilocano and the rest, dialects like Bolinao. 

Jovellanos’ labor of love to preserve Pan- 
gasinan words started more than 20 years ago 
while working as chief of staff of former Infor- 
mation Minister Gregorio Cendafia in 1985. 

He informed Cendafia, a Pangasinense, of 
his dream to publish the dictionary and Cen- 
daña readily supported the plan. 

Jovellanos started researching and collect- 
ing native words, poring through available 
materials written in Pangasinan like the Bible, 
prayer books, novenas, novels of Juan Vil- 
Jamil and Maria Magsanoc, and copies of 
Tunong, a pre-World War Il paper that empha- 
sized literary works in Pangasinan. 

He combed the Library of Congress in 
Washington D.C., and spent hours in the Filip- 
iniana section of the National Library the 
archives of the University of Santo Tomas and 
the Dominican Library in Manaoag town. 

“Iwas always ready with a pen and a notebook, 
jotting every new word I mer,” Jovellanos said. 

After filling up about a dozen notebooks 
with Pangasinan words, the painstaking work 
of arranging them alphabetically followed. 


EMILIANO Jovellanos 
autographs a copy of the 
Pangasinan-English, 
English-Pangasinan 
Language Dictionary. 
YOANDASOTELO FUERTES 


By Elizabeth Lolarga 
Contributor 


Feliz Gabriela Soledad Perez, 

known as “Fifi,” has seen much 
of the world, but she still retains the 
eyes of an innocent. 


In her first solo exhibition entitled "Na- 
puwing" at the Café by the Ruins in Baguio City, 
‘ongoing until June 13, she presents 30 pho- 
tographs of nature, children and animals taken 
in her hometown Baguio, in Sagada, Mt. 
Province and in Kapangan, Benguet, where she 
spent two weeks doing research as a social an- 
thropology major of the University of the Philip- 
pines Baguio, Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, 
Mexico and California in the United States. 

Her memories of traveling with her family go 
back to when she was б years old exploring Thai- 
land, With mother Adelaida, sister Padma, cousins 
or grandfather, Capt. Roberto Lim, formerly a plot 
of Philippine Airlines, she has been through most 
of Europe, the US, Viemam and other countries. 

Inthe beginning she used to hug a heavy Nikon 
2, then switched to digital cameras (Olympus 
Camedia 5050 and Panasonic Lumix DMC-F27) 
when the cost of film became unaffordable. 

Abroad or in different parts of Luzon, she 
would visit tourist spots but “look out for things 
mot everybody sees. I take photos of what 
tourists arent paying attention to," she said. 

She figured out photography on her own af- 
ter her father, film and television director 
Butch, handed her a camera when she was a 


E ORA21-YEAR-OLD STUDENT, 


"This 
language is 
beautiful 
and rich in 
vocabulary 


FELIZ Perez with. 
some of her 
photographs at Cafe. 
by the Ruins. 
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THECOVER 
ofthe 
Pangasinan- 


English, 
English- 
Pangasinan 
Language 
x. 

depicts the 
Pangasinenses’ 
character— 
hardworking, 
resourceful, 
resolute, 
patient. 


Long hand 

“I did everything by long hand," he said. 

The publication of the dictionary, however, 
was stalled as his responsibilities as the mu- 
nicipal administrator of Pozorrubio town, and 
later as councilor, had to be prioritized. 

Finally the dictionary's first edition came out 
in 2002. The book became a “hit” of sorts, espe- 
cially with local officials who made it a part of 
their towns’ "official gifts” to visitors. Local offi- 
cials also bring copies whenever they go abroad 
as pasalubong (gifts) to Pangasinenses there. 

He said the dictionary's fifth edition would 
be printed in the United States this November 
when the Benigno Aldana National High 
‘School holds a reunion for its alumni living in 
the US and Canada. 

“They clamor for a copy but the dictionary 
is heavy and the freight is expensive, so we 
decided to just print it there,” he said. 

The dictionary has 15 pages of easy lessons 
їп spoken Pangasinan, like greetings, signs 
and public notices, days and time, numbers 
and questions, and general expressions. 

There are also poems in Pangasinan, in- 
cluding a version of National Hero Jose 
Rizal's "Mi Ultimo Adios.” 

Jovellanos said his father, Jose Jovellanos, 
the municipal president (mayor) of Dagupan 
from 1919 to 1925, translated the poem to 
Pangasinan on his deathbed in 1946. 


Beautiful and rich 

He said poets and novelists in Pangasinan 
write expressively because the language is 
"beautiful and rich in vocabulary" 

In thedictionary's introduction, he cited two 
examples of how rich the language is: “The En- 
glish word for ambition is expressed in Pan- 
gasinan in so many words: piaet, ogagep, tami- 
tam, gunaet, posapos, pilalek, pigipig, pirawat 
and tindek. If in English one is crazy, in Pan- 
gasinan one is 13 times more crazy: atapis, ati 
wel, ambagel, ambagtit, kulang-kulang, atorik, 
angkampis, atiris, lokloko, akustil, bobolanen, 
sulok-sulok, and alintaweng.” 

The dictionary publication has opened more 
doors to Jovellanos. He was named president of 
the Jose Tamayo Foundation, after its founder, 
‘Antonio Tamayo, owner of the University of Per- 
petual Help, learned of his work to preserve the 
language. The foundation aims to preserve the 
Pangasinan culture and arts, among other things. 


junior at the University of Baguio Science 
School studying photojournalism. He some- 
times gives suggestions on lighting and angles. 

For her first show he served as curator 
while a photographer uncle, Rafael Castillo of 
the Camera Club of the Philippines, was her 
adviser. Her photos are in editions of five. 

Perez uses her camera as her notebook. She 
said, “If want to take note of something like a 
sign in a restaurant that I find funny, 1 just 
take a picture, But 1 also carry a notebook 
with me everywhere.” 

During the summer that just ended she 
worked at the café, seating people and giving 
them their bills, She drew up the menu for the 
Valentine poetry reading of the Baguio Writ- 
ers Group entitled "Love and Other Edibles.” 

For her next project she and her bestfriend Lia 
Llamado are compiling memories of the café and 
recipes for a cookbook that they will coauthor. 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Regional Office 10 


Ф Cagayan de Ого 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

The National Food Authority, Region 10 through lis Bids and Awards Committee (BAC). invites 

Trockors/Hooler OwnersiOperalorsiContractors о apply for eligibility and to bid for the hereunder project: 

Name of Project: Contract for the Supply of 2007 Trucking/Hauling Services 

Location: Cagayan de Oro City Pler Dispott to NFA-Cagayan de Oro City/Reglon 10 Owned! 
Leased Warehouses and MarawilLanao del Sur 

Brief Description: Contract involves the hauling of bags of NFA rice from Cagayan de Oro City Pier Disport 
o NFA-Cageyan de Oro/Region 10 owned/leased warehouses and GID Маган апас 
del Sur. 
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Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last two (2) years with 
эл amount of а least 50% ofthe proposed project for bidding and have Key personnel and equipment (owned) 
avast forthe prosecution of е project The lst of minmum equipment requrement в indicated in the Еду 
Forms. The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- 
discretionary “pass/al cntera. Post-qualicaton of the lowest calculated bid shal be conducted 

AI particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid Security, Performance Securitý. Pre-Bidding 
Conterenee(s}, Evaluation of Bids, Posk-Qualitcaton and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9186 and ils Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) 

The complete schedule of activities is listed as follows: 
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Bid Documents wil be avaiable oniy to prospective bidders upon payment of a non-relundabieon-transforrable 
‘mount for bid documents per Contract to the Cashier of the National Food Authority ~ Cagayan de Oro Cily. 
‘The National Food Authority, Region 10 assumes no responslbilly whatsoever to compensate or indemnify 
bidders for any expenses incurred inthe preparation of the bid. 

The National Food Authority, Reglon 10 reserves the right lo accept or reject any Bid, and to annul the 
indáng process and reject эй Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incuing any Viability to 
the Bidders 

(508) CAMILO D. MAGTRAYO 


ВАС Chairman 
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HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Supply and Delivery of Purified Drinking Water Including Provision, 
Installation and Maintenance of Water Dispenser/Drinking Facilities for 2007-2008 


The Pag-IBIG FUND, through its Bids and Awards Committee for Goods & Services (BAC-GS). 
intends to apply the sum of (P1,165,520.00) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to 
payments under the contract for the supply and delivery of 29,138 (6 gallon) containers purified 
Enaking water including provision, installation and maintenance of water dispenserídrinking facilities. 
for ¥2007-2008. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening, 


The Pag-IBIG FUND now invites Bids from eligible Bidders for the Supply and Delivery of Purified 
Drinking Water including Provision, Installation and Maintenance of Water DispenseriDrinking 
Facilities for Y2007 to December 2008. Delivery of the goods is required within 7 calendar days 
from receipt of Notice of Award. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section II of the 
Bidding Documents, ITB. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non-discretionary 
pass/fail criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic 
REL9184 (RA. 9184) otherwise known as the "Government Procurement Reform Act’, апа is restricted 
to Filipino clizens/sole propretorships, organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interest ог 
Guistanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens or organizations of 
2 country the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or privileges to Filipino citizens, pursuant 
fo Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 138). Only Bids from 
Bidders who pass the eligibility check willbe opened. The process for the elgibilty check is described 
in Section Il of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall 
advance to the post-quaification stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of the bid to 
technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract shal then be awarded to the Lowest 
Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during post-qualiication 
procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the Pag-IBIG FUND and inspect the Bidding 
Documents at the Procurement Division, General Services Department, Room 704, The Atrium of 
Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati Cily starting June 6, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


The complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the 
Procurement Division, General Services Department, Pag-IBIG FUND, 7th Floor, The Atrium of 
Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City starting June 6, 2007 upon payment of а non-refundable foe of 
One Thousand Pesos (P1,000.00) only. The method of payment will be In the form of cash or 
menager'sicashler's check payable to Pag-IBIG FUND. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative, 


The Pag-IBIG FUND wil hold а Pre-Bid Conference open to ail interested parties on June 13, 2007 
212.00 inthe afternoon at the Arnel Taduran Hall, Room 602, The Atnum of Makati, Makati Avenue, 
Makati Cy. 


‘Bids and eligibilty requirements must be delivered on June 25, 2007 at the Arnel Taduran Hall, Room 
602, The Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City at 9:00 їп the morning. All Bids must be 
accompanied by а Bid security in an amount equivalent to a percentage of the ABC to bid in the form 
of cash, certified check, cashier's check, manager's check and two and a half percent (2 1/2%) of 
the АВС in the form of surety bond. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be held on June 25, 2007 at 9:00 in the morning at the Amel Taduran Hall, Room 
602, The Airium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City. Bids willbe opened in the presence of the 
Bidders’ representatives. 


The Pag-IBIG FUND reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annui the bidding process, and 
to reject ай Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any Перу to the 
affected Bidder or Bidders. 


For further inquiries and/or information, please call Messrs. Wifrido Масйо S. Reyes and Jose Maria 


М. Diaz at 8114262, 6945815 or visit our Corporate Website at http:l/www.pagiblgfund gov.ph or 
e-mail us st gsd@pagibigtund.gov.ph. 
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By: 
(508) DELIA L. BERNARDO 


Vice President, Administration Group. 
Vice-Chair, BAC-Goods and Services 
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New subsidy plan ... Lim gives back forest park to public : 


From page Al 
criminate against private school 
students coming from indigent 
families but also cause the even- 
tual closure of 1,970 participat- 
ing private schools across the 
country" the ad says. 

Education Secretary Jesli Lapus 
scoffs at such claims, saying that, in 
fact, the plea was made by schools 
charging tuition of over P12,000 and 
they could hardly be classified as 
needy, 


Increase in budget 

“By the skin of my teeth, Ihave al- 
ready gotten an increase in the bud- 
get,” says Lapus, raising the subsidy 
from P4,000 to P6,000 this year be- 
cause students sent to private high 
schools were dropping out. 

"They are ostracized. They have 
no pocket money They have no uni- 
forms. They have no textbooks,” says 
lapus. 

* ask now, what is the counter- 
part of the private Schools which are 
living on 40 percent of their rev- 
enues from the government. What 
are they contributing to the stu- 
dents?” 

"The ESC was implemented under 
a law passed in 1989 to decongest 
public high schools after the govem- 
ments free secondary education 
sparked massive transfers from pri- 
vately operated facilities. 

‘This was done after the Fund for 
Assistance to Private Education 
(ТАРЕ) conducted a pilot project in 
Samar, Leyte and Cotabato in school 
year 1982-83 and the result essen- 
tially became the ESC. 

ESC financing came from the 
Government Assistance to Students 
and Teachers in Private Education 
(Gastpe) which, in the last school 
year, wangled P2 billion, including 
‘about P500 million for the EVS pilot 
project. 

Private high schools had account- 
өй for 60 percent of total enrollment 
in the 1970s. By the late 1980s, 
when the free high school education 
program came into effect, the figure 
had dropped further to 20 percent. A 
general Economic crunch also trig- 
gered the exodus to public schools. 


Way out of tight spot 

Without the resources to deal 
with overcrowding, the DepEd went 
{nto service contracting, paying for 
surplus facilites in private high 
schools to accommodate Grade 6 
graduates. 

Irwasa way out ofa tight spot. 

Instead of building schools 
putting in facilities and hiring teach- 
ers, the govemment adopted the 
ESC. 

Each student got a subsidy that 
began with P900. By last year, the 
subsidy had gone up to P4,000. Ex- 
pens say that getting the private sec- 
torto oin the ESC had not been easy, 
especially after tuition had breached 
the P20,000 mark with the median 
rate at P7,000. 

‘The Davao schools expressed dis- 
appointment at the EVS guidelines, 
including limiting to 40 the ESC 
freshmen grantees per participating 
school, disqualifying schools charg- 
ing more than P12,000, excluding 
private elementary school graduates 
as beneficiaries, and allowing partic- 
ipation only of private schools that 
are close to red- or black coded pub- 
lic high schools, meaning those in 
impoverished areas. 


Why ESC appeals 


Former Education Secretary Ей: 


‘berto de Jesus outlines in a paper 
why the ESC appeals. 

“For the EVS, [the] DepEd identi- 
fied the schools qualified to receive 
the voucher certificates. Any school 
in the тей zone; areas where public 
high schools lacked classrooms or 
teachers, could participate in the 
ENS,” says De Jesus. 

“in the schools eventually select- 
ed, through a process that remains 
somewhat vague, the principals se- 
lected 22 students belonging to the 
upper 50 percent of the graduating 
elementary class to receive the cer- 
tificates.” 

On the other hand, in the ESC, 


parents had to apply and committo ` 


cover the gap between the subsidy 
and the schools tuition, says De Je- 
sus. School committees evaluate the 
applicants’ financial standing and 
academic ability 

Schools in the “red zone” had to 
pass the qualification standards of 
the FAPE, which administers the 
project for Gastpe grants. The БАРЕ 
also conducted training programs 
for ESC schools, assisted them in de- 
veloping leaming materials and 
‘monitored student performance. 


Reinventing the wheel 

“Taking money away from the 
ESC for a voucher system essentially 
duplicating what it is already doing 
is an exercise in reinventing the 
wheel," says De Jesus. 

The DepEd is determined to push 
ahead with the phaseout of the ESC, 
‘whose obvious appeal is in the flexi- 
bility it allows the administration in 
deciding where to distribute the 
‘vouchers. 

Tt could serve the function of a 
PhilHealth card, says one critic, re- 
ferring to the government initiative 
backed by P3 billion in funds from 
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office and the Bureau of Intemal 
Revenue, which were farmed out 
during the fraud-wracked presiden- 
tial election in 2004. 


Fait accompli 

Mariano Piamonte, a member of 
the State Assistance Council chaired 
by the education secretary says he 
received a "referendum" memo 
from the panel in March asking him 
to sign the adoption of voucher sys- 
tem and the phaseout of the con- 
tracing program. 

He refused to sign the document, 
pointing out that he was being 
served a fait accompli. It was done 
without the benefit of debate in the 
council which is supposed to be con- 
vened atleast once а year, he says. 

"The ECS is mandated by law en 
acted by Congress, Piamonte says. If 
it is changed by executive fat, he is 
concemed that a new President will 
easily change its ground rules. 

“We want the department to go 
back to the old system,” says Pia- 
monte, who is also executive dire 
tor of the Catholic Education Associ- 
ation of the Philippines. He says the 
Coordinating Council for Private 
Schools, the umbrella association for 
3,000 schools belonging to various 
groups, is mobilizing to oppose the 
‘voucher system. 

lapus skates questions on Pia- 
montes criticism. He admits that the 
mechanism could still be fine-tuned 
and emphasized that the more im- 
portant thing was that with the in- 
crease in funding there will be more 
beneficiaries. 

For now, the outlook doesnt look 
too good for private school adminis- 
trators, 


By Allison W. Lopez 


NATURE LOVERS NOW HAVE A 
reason to go back to a park by the 
Pasig River in Manila. 

In celebration of World Envi- 
ronment Day yesterday, Sen. Al- 
fredo Lim, the mayor-elect of 
Manila, vowed to reopen the Ar- 
roceros Forest Park once he as- 
sumes office. 


Lim said that come July 1, ev- 
eryone would be welcome to en- 
joy the forest park. 

The forest park was closed to 
the public after outgoing mayor 
Lito Atienza had it converted in- 
to the City Schools Division of- 
fice. 

"We are happy that Senator 
Lim is back as the mayor of Mani- 
la," said Winner Foundation pres- 


ident Regina Paterno. 

The environmental group, 
which was designated caretaker 
of the 2.2-ha forest park in a 
1993 memorandum of agree- 
ment with then Mayor Lim, 
protested the park's conversion 
and filed a preliminary injunc- 
tion case at the Manila Regional 
‘Trial Court. The case is awaiting 
resolution. 


Philippines Earth 2007, urge the incoming 14% Congress to act first and fast on climate change concerns 


during a press conference at the Batasang Pambansa where they also distributed seedlings. 


OANBONDOC 


"The digging of trenches in Ат. 
roceros Forest Park caused the de- 
struction of vegetation, damag- 
ing endangered plants and felling 
of trees,” Winner Foundation said 
in its petition. * 

The group was carrying out 
a 15-year development plan 
when the Manila's engineering 
office began diggings on 
March 31, 2005, for the new 
building ‘of public school 
teachers. 

Paterno told the Inque that 
she had already spoken with the 
new mayor three times, and that 
he had promised that the founda- 
tion would be “getting the park 
back." 

“After June 30, we will begin 
the rehabilitation of the forest. 
We have started to source out in- 
digenous trees to be planted in’ 
the park," she said. 

Paterno said about 187 fully 
grown trees, thousands of 
younger trees and ornamental 
plants were cut to give way for’ 
the new structure. 

The forest park was home to 
8,000 trees (61 species), shrubs 
and ornamental plants as of 
1992, based on information from 
the Manila Seedling Bank, Pater- 
no said. 

t was also a haven for at least 
10 bird species, according to 
Haribon and the Wild Bird Club 
of the Philippines. 

“We're so relieved that we 
have a new mayor who's for the 
environment,” said Paterno of 
Lim. “Most of the trees in Mani- 
la were planted during his 
time.” 


Volunteers to plant 20M trees July to Nov. 
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dation Inc. to plant 20 million 
trees in denuded forests and wa- 
tersheds from July to November. 

The project, according to Envi- 
ronment Secretary Angelo Reyes, 
was an attempt to regain "a lost 
part” of the country's forest cover, 
now down to less than 10 million 
hectares from 21 million hectares 
in1900. 

The launch, Reyes said, “is in- 
tended to call the attention of all 
Filipinos on the pressing need not 
only to preserve but to restore a 
natural habitat, which has been 
irresponsibly and incalculably 
damaged, almost beyond repair." 


Forest cover growing 

Reyes said that increasing for- 
est cover, thanks to people-o 
ented forestry projects and adop- 
tion of community-based forest 
management, was picking up. 
The forest cover grew from 5.4 
million hectares in 1987 to 7.2 
million hectares in 2004, 

But he acknowledged that 
there was still a long way to go. 
"Our reforestation projection of 
78 million hectares until 2008 
under the Green Philippines Pro- 
gram is encouraging,” he said. 

The РЕМА and Green Army 
will raise 20 million saplings of 
indigenous trees from several 
sources, including the depart- 
теп? nurseries, and make these 
available for planting in denuded 
forests, watersheds, public parks 
and along national highways. 


Green Army Foundation is a 
multisectoral coalition of envi- 
ronmental, civil society, religious, 
youth and business groups, and 
academics. 


Match Singapore 

With the massive tree-planting, 
Edgar Chua, Green Army presi- 
dent, said the Philippines would 
soon match Singapore's greenery. 

“Whenever I go to Singapore, 1 
always marvel at how green the 
place is. And I'm filled with envy 
that such a small place can be so 
green ... Singapore is very near 
the equator, and yet somehow it 
feels cooler than the Philippines. 
[That's because] trees are all over 
the place," he said. 

1n his speech at the main lobby 
of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines, Chua said he was 
sorry or the Philippines. 

“It’s endowed with so much 
trees, so much natural resources, 
and yet, its nowhere near a city 
like Singapore,” said Chua, Shell 
Philippines chair. 

Butif 20 million Filipinos plant 
а tree each, then that’s "more 

an what Singapore has 
now," said Chua. 


Green highways 

The project is actually a contin- 
uation of the reforestation com- 
ponent of the Green Philippine 
Highways, a project of the DENR, 
Green Army and Mirant Founda- 
tion that planted 800,000 trees 
along 4,181 kilometers of roads 


last year. 

With the simultaneous planting of 
800,000 trees, the project set a new 
Guinness World Record of the “Most 
“Trees Planted Simultaneously” 

Since only 45 percent of the 
trees survived, the DENR planted 
tens of thousands more trees. 

But like in the Green Philip- 
pine Highways project .the 
DENR and the Green Army need 
volunteers for the “Trees for 
Life” project. 


Volunteer needed 

Chua said volunteers could sign 
up for the tree-planting by logging 
оп to the Green Army's website 
www.greenarmynetwork.net. 

"Each and everyone of us can 
do something in our own small 
way" he said. "This is an opportu- 
nity for each and everyone of us 
to rise to the occasion, and do 
something in our own small way 
to make a difference. A small dif- 
ference, multiplied by a large 
number, becomes a large differ- 
ence.” 

At the launch, attended by for- 
mer Environment Secretary 
Elisea Gozun, Odette Alcantara of 
Mother Earth, and Rene Azurin 
and John Kaw. of Green Army, 
among others, the DENR and 
Green Army signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement to undertake 
the project. 

A presentation of 20 seedlings 
to 20 children from the Philippine 
Institute of Quezon City and the 
Samahang Kabataang Kristiyano 


followed to mark the start of the 
environmental mission. 


Artwork 

The launch was done against 
the backdrop of an artwork by 
Junyee. The artwork consists of 
Some 10,000 pieces of angud, a 
term used by the people of Auro- 
ra and Quezon provinces to de- 
scribe the end part of logs that are 
cut and discarded during illegal 
logging operations. 

The angud were spread 
throughout the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines’ front lawn. 

“This alludes to a graveyard of 
mute witnesses to a continuing 
crime against riature,” said CCP 
president Nestor Jardin in an ear- 
lier interview. 

"These pieces of wood repre- 
sent the denudation of our forests 
that in turn causes mudslides and 
Тала erosion, bringing tragic con- 
sequences thar made headlines 
recently” Jardin said. 

‘The angud were all connected 
by red nylon cords of different 
Jength and thickness “represent- 
ing the broken ecology of a rain 
forest,” he said. 

“Bach angud represents one 
tree. Angud is what is left of the 
devastation that we all have to 
suffer. So with this backdrop, we 
hope that this artwork takes an 
added significance and make 
people act now to do something 
good for the environment,” he 
said. With a report from Joanne 
Gonzales 


Group to tap people power to push education reforms 
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have to turn our advocacy into 
votes, among other things,” says 
Teresita “Ging” Deles, former 
presidential adviser on the peace 
process who is now the INCITE- 
Соух managing trustee. 

“The advocacy is, you cannot 
just be concentrating on develop- 
ing a good agenda and then 
bringing it around. You have to 
become a political force,” says 
Deles, one of the 10 members of 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
Cabinet who resigned in July 
2005 at the height of allegations 
that she cheated in the May 2004 
elections. 

Deles’ organization has 
drafted a framework to empow- 
er the public in carrying the ed- 
ucation issue in local govern- 
ments, Congress and polling 
precincts. 

“We have left politics to” the 
politicians that reformists have 
not meddled with it—in fact, 
they've stayed away from polities 
for fear of dirtying their hands. 
And if we are citizens who want 
to be able to demand things from 
our government, we have to en- 
„gage in polities,” Deles told the 


А 


inoumen following a discussion 
on the framework in a forum IN- 
CITEGov organized with the Mi- 
rant Philippines Foundation. 

‘The reform approach was a re- 
sult of INCITEGov's research 
which endeavored to create a 
framework "that will relate 
democratic politics with the prac- 
tice of good governance so that 
society can be made to perform at 
a level that is sufficient to attain 
development outcomes,” the or- 
ganization says. 


` Dutch funding 


The research, started in June 
2006 through funding from The 
Netherlands Embassy, tackled the 
areas of national political leader- 
ship and institution building, se- 
curity and peace, fiscal reform 
and social protection, under 
which education was a sub-focal 
area of study. 

"What INCITEGov is saying is 
its not énough to keep on shout- 
ing that this is the reform that you 
want. You have to study the en- 
tire context of this reform in light 
ofthe governance and the polities 
of that,” Deles says. 

There had been issues success- 
fully lobbied—the movement for 


lean air and solid waste manage- 
ment, among others—but the 
push stopped and fell short in as- 
suring implementation, says 
Mario Taguiwalo, INCITEGov 
trustee. 


Boom and bust 

"Whats hard here is when 
we've used issues for politics, it's 
not really been serious or vigor- 
ous. What you get is a slogan, but 
what's the program?" Deles says. 

“all our reforms have been 
boom and bust. You think you get 
some movements and then it’s al- 
ways reversed. So if you really 
want sustainable reform, you re- 
ally want to connect the dots of 
development outcome, good gov- 
emance, and democratic poli- 
tics," she says. 

Taguiwalo says instituting 
changes in the education system 
“requires political machinery,” 
which, in tum, could be influ- 
enced by a critical mass pushing 
for reforms. 

He believes the movement can 
Ali what he calls the “missing po- 
litical options" in pursuing educa- 
tion reforms—"influencing elec- 
tion of political champions of edu- 
cation reform, demonstrating po- 


litical clout of organized proedu- 
cation communities through mass 
action or electoral strength, sus- 
tained and organized lobbying for 
and monitoring education priori- 
ties, and declared policy agenda 
driving support or opposition 
from education supporters.” 


Jump-start 

То jump-start the movement, 
such proeducation constituency 
could begin with identifying a 
specific cause, for instance, push- 
ing foran increase in government 
subsidy for education and the as- 
surance that public schools 
would indeed receive the fund. 

“You could galvanize many peo- 
ple around that. Then, when you 
already have a hold on the people 
оп that issue, they will start mak- 
ing demands for quality. Hence, 
the community becomes empow- 
егей because it was their advocacy 
that raised government allocation 
for schools,” Taguiwalo says. 

He enumerates three sectors 
that could follow the framework 
and start the national proeduca- 
tion movement: 

Established groups engaged in 
pushing for education reform which 
"can begin thinking about how they 


can adopt policy advocacies. 

© Overseas Filipino workers, 
their families and “the better of 
our community who are already 
the beneficiaries of a good educa- 
tion.” 

* The youth, including young 
professionals, and those ín col- 
lege who have "the most poten- 
tial to become active during elec- 
tions." 

"Once they begin gathering 
strength, they can select potential 
candidates, endorse potential 
candidates, or they can launch 
candidacies. Here, we need to be 
partisan,” Taguiwalo says. 


Constituency 

He says the proeducation con- 
stituency could gain ground simi- 
lar to the way church groups are 
courted to support politicians 
during elections. 

Deles adds: “You want to sup- 
port the buildup of parties that 
really stand for positions. You 
force the parties to take а posi- 
tion.” 

Hence, to protect the move- 
ment from being used as a сай- 
paign tool and forgotten after the 
winners are proclaimed, Tagui- 
walo says the bloc will be as ac 


tive in making its supported 
politicians accountable for their 
promises. 

“If you know that this will be a 
political force up to the future, if 
you do not deliver in the next 
three years, you're out ... You 
must make sure you're honest be- 
cause we are in a position to pun- 
ish you if you do not abide by 
your agreement,” he says. 


Great danger 

Taguiwalo recognizes that mo- 
bilizing such a constituency will 
take time, but the INCITEGov's 
framework will be a start. 

Deles believes starting now 
would be perfect timing. “The cri- 
sis of education and the crisis of 
democracy are bearing down on 
us,” she says. 

She says instituting reforms in 
education is urgent as the coun- 
try is “in a period of great dan- 
ger" 

“We know that if democracy is 
endangered, our education is fur- 
ther endangered because author- 
itarian rule doesn't like people 
who can challenge it, people who 
can articulate, They would prefer 
those who can be fooled,” Deles 
says- 
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GMA in Fatima thanks Our Lady for Mike A’s cure 
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At the neo-classical style 
shrine, Ms Arroyo attended a spe- 
cial Mass and thanked the Virgin 
Mary for the “miraculous heal- 
ing" of her husband, Jose Miguel 
*Mike" Arroyo, from а highly 
risky open heart surgery. 

She was given a tour of the 
shrine built on the site of Mary's 
apparitions to the child Lucia dos 
Santos and her cousins Francisco 
and Jacinta Marto in 1917, and 
visited by four million pilgrims a 
year. 

"youre the first Philippine 
president to make a pilgrimage to 
the Fatima,” shrine rector Rev. Fr. 
Luciano Guerra said during а 
‘welcome ceremony. 

Ms Arroyo was given gifts, in- 
cluding the Book of the Fatima, 
the official medal of the Our Lady 
of Fatima and a rosary. 

She and her delegation were 
taken to the Exhibit Hall, where 
gifts offered by pilgrims over the 
years—such as wedding gowns, 
jerseys and jewelry—as well as 
the Crown of Fatima were dis- 
played. 

Ms Arroyo flew to Portugal after 
a visit to the Vatican and a meeting 
with Pope Benedict XVI, who 
showed his keen sense of political 
developments in the Philippines, 
asking her about her relationship 
with Congress and the peace and 
order situation in Mindanao. 

Ms Arroyo told reporters that 
part of the third secret of Fatima 
was the attempted assassination of 
Pope John Раш I, who often went 
to the Fatima. She said the Pope 
put the bullet taken off his body on 
a hole in the Fatima crown. 

"It was providential. There was 
a hole that was exactly the diame- 
terofthe bullet," she said. 

At the shrine, 113 km from Lis- 
bon, Ms Arroyo attended a spe- 
cial Mass for her at the Chapel of 
the Apparitions. Guerra presided 
over the Mass and prayed for the 
Philippines. 

The exact site of the appari- 
tions was marked by a marble pi 
lar on which a glass-encased stat- 
ve of the Virgin Mary was placed. 

Later, Ms Arroyo toured the vil- 


lage of Aljustrel, where the three 
children lived, and drank water 
from a well in Loca do Anjo, 
where the children received the 
first and third visits from the “An- 
gel of Peace." 

Ms Arroyo then had dinner 
with shrine administrative offi- 
cials. 

Sabrosa Mayor Jose Manuel de 
Carvalh Marques came to Fatima 
on learning that Ms Arroyo was 
coming. Sabrosa was the birth- 
place of Ferdinand Magellan. 

Ms Arroyo said Marques want- 
ей to establish relations with Ce- 
bu City. 

In a talk with reporters covering 
her visits to Italy and Portugal, Ms 
Arroyo admitted she came out of 
her 10-minute private meeting 
with the Pope with a big smile. 

“He's very supportive, let's put it 
that way" Ms Arroyo said, refer- 
ring to her “faith-based gover- 
nance” that she added could be a 
model for other Catholic countries. 

“He didnt open the subject 
about the elections, he talked 
about how is my relationship 
with Congress. Isaid it's good, we 
just had elections. In the Senate, 
as it was and will always be 24 
separate republics but in the 
House, my majority was en- 
hanced,” Ms Arroyo told re- 
porters over breakfast at the Four. 
Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisboa where. 
she stayed during her two-day 
stop in Portugal. 

She said the Pope told her: 
"That's good because you will be 
able to do more of what you want 
todo.” 


‘He knows alot’ 

Asked why the Pope was interest- 
ed in her relationship with Congress, 
Ms Arroyo said: "I can't say why. He 
knows a lot about what's happening 
in the Philippines.” 

Ms Arroyo's allies have ex- 
pressed elation at the big majori- 
ty of administration supporters in 
the House that would rule out a 
fresh impeachment bid against 
her in the remaining three years 
ofher term, 

Ms Arroyo said she expected 
the new Senate to be indepen- 
dent-minded. 


lieves the experience has en- 
riched him. 

And it might also have pre- 
pared him fora shot ata higher 
office, Pichay said yesterday, 
citing the case of the late Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon, who lost 
in his bid for governor of Cali- 
fornia but bounced back to win. 
the US presidency. 

“This is not the last you will 
hear from me,” the Surigao del 
Sur congressman vowed in a 
phone interview. 


Why magnify the obvious? 

“I believe I have done well 
for a political neophyte in the 
national scene,” he said, finally 
conceding defeat after two of 
his Team Unity (TU) col- 
leagues—Michael Defensor 
and Ralph Recto—had thrown 
in the towel. 

“This is not the end for me, 1 
still have 2010 to look forward 
to” 

A Commission on Elections 
tally showed that there were 
not enough uncounted votes 
left to help Pichay, currently in 
16th place in the race for 12 
Senate seats. 

Unlike Defensor and Recto, 
Pichay said he found no need 
to announce his surrender with 
fanfare. 

“Why do you have to magni- 
fy the obvious?” he asked. 


Enriching experience 

Pichay declared at the start 
of the 90-day campaign period 
that he intended to win and his 
single-minded pursuit of a Sen- 
ate seat was evident in his po- 
litical ads on prime time televi- 
sion and radio and in his 
well-run and well-funded sor- 
ties. 

“The experience was very 
enriching. For a new face in na- 
tional polities to garner 10 mil- 
lion votes, I consider that a suc- 
cess. I beat big names along the 
way" said Pichay. 

He was disappointed he 


Pichay bows out; 
vows to bounce ... 
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lost but he claimed he never 
“entertained any thought 
that I would be a sure win- 
ner.” 


Odds against him 

Pichay knew that the odds 
were stacked up against him 
when he decided to run—he 
had only а 45-percent aware- 
ness rating and a 5.7-percent 
approval rating. The conven- 
tional wisdom was only those 
with a minimum 75-percent 
awareness rating and a dou- 
ble-digit approval rating had a 
chance. 

{thought it was a big chal- 
lenge to beat the odds and I 
came very close,” said 
Pichay. 

He was also disappointed 
that the TU did not win at least. 
six seats in the Senate as pro- 
jected in the group's worst-case 
scenario, but he refused to 
make any excuses. 


Noregrets 

Pichay said he did not regret 
spending so much for a losing 
battle but he clarified that he 
was not the election's biggest 
spender. “My campaign ads 
were magnified only because 1 
focused on television and ra- 
dio. But I estimate that my 
costs only ran up to P80 million 
and only P30 million of that 
came out of my pocket,” he 
said. 

Pichay plans to go back to 
his private business—his fami- 
ly owns dzME radio and the 
Remate tabloid—and make 
them grow over the next three 
years. 

“I have three options in 
2010— can stay with my pri- 
vate life or regain my old seat 
in Congress or take another 
shot at a higher post. 

“I believe I have made а 
good political investment. 
Even great political leaders 
suffer setbacks before they 
become a success, like Abra- 
ham Lincoln and Richard 
Nixon.” 
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HALLOWED GROUNI 


Told that the senatorial count 
appears to be 8-2-2 in favor of the 
opposition, the President sai 
“The Senate has always been 
made up of 24 separate republics. 
So what is important is to try to 
work with all parties concerned 
so we can push forward the 
things that our country needs.” 

Asked if she would talk with 
the new senators, she said: “I 
have not thought about that." 

In Manila, Team Unity senatori- 
al candidate Juan Miguel Zubiri 
said yesterday that Ms Arroyo was 
“exasperated” over the outcome of 
the senatorial elections and de- 
cried the failure of local govern- 
ment units to deliver at least five 
TU candidates го the Senate. 

‘The Bukidnon representative 
said Ms Arroyo unburdened her- 
self during a meeting in Mala- 
cafiang last Saturday before she 
left for Rome. 

"She felt a bit bad because she 
thoughtat the very least, the local 
government units or the machin- 
ery would deliver five senators to 


porters. 


mun acts as guide to Ms Arroyo during her 
tour of the shine of Our Lady of Fatima in central Portugal. She is 
being shown the grave sites of Lucia and Jacinta, two of the children 
‘towhom Our Lady made a series of appearances in 1917. А 


the Magic 12,” Zubiri, speaking in 
Filipino, told а small group of re- 


He said that, in many cases, ad- 
ministration mayoralty and gu- 
bernatorial candidates “thought 
only of (their) survival and no 
longer campaigned for the TU 
candidates. So Ma'am felt bad." 
Disappointed, Arroyo said she 
would just pray and “seek peace 
spiritually” in Rome, Zubiri said 
Zubiri pointed to the perceived 
rift between lakasCMD and 
Kampi and said: “Before the elec- 
tions, we took pride in saying that 
90 percent or 80 percent of the 
country had no opposition bets ... 
Yes, there were no opposition bets 
but there were four administration 
bets fighting each other so the re- 
sult was the same. What happened 
‘was no one campaigned for us.” 


Compliments 

In her talk with reporters in 
Lisbon, Ms Arroyo said the Pope 
opened their meeting with com- 
pliments about the economic 


progress under her leadership. 
“| told him that yes, our eco- 
nomic growth rate is very good," 


she said. 


She said she told the Pope that 
her administration had been able 
to reduce the Philippine poverty 
rate by 1 percent a year and was 
looking forward to meeting the 
Millennium Development Goal of 
eradicating poverty by 2015. 

She told the Pope that her ad- 
ministration was “working very 
hard with the Church for the pref- 
erential option for the poor.” 

“He's very happy about our 
public policy and that it can be a 
model, that you can follow the 
precepts of the Church in public 
policy and still the economy is do- 


ing well,” she said. 


"The President said the Pope in- 
quired about the peace and order sit- 
uation in Mindanao and she dis- 
cussed her government's “soft and 
hard power" approach to dealing 
with the insurgency region. 


Papal visit 


said: 


can in June last year. 


religious,” she said. 


working in Italy. 


Ms Arroyo said the discussions 
also touched on human rights in the 
context of the abolition of the death 
penalty in the Philippines and the 
peace process in Mindanao, 

‘Asked about a possible papal 
visitto the Philippines, Ms Arroyo 
“He says he wants to visit 
the Philippines but as to when 
(there is no word yet)." 

‘The President invited the Pope 
to visit the Philippines during her 
first meeting with him at the Vati- 


Ms Arroyo said that earlier at 
St. Peter’s Basilica on Monday af- 
ter the canonization rites for four 
mew saints the Pope told her he 
knew about the many Filipinos 


Opportunity for prayer 

“I told him Italy is a favored 
destination for Filipinos because 
of the Catholic faith. They feel at 
home in Italy” she said. 


Ms Arroyo described her trip to 
the Vatican and Fatima as “an op- 
portunity for prayer, thanksgiv- 
ing and petition and to renew the 
spiritual strength, moral courage 
and faith-based governance.” 

“It's a big privilege for me that 
he received me twice in the two 
years that he's been Pope,” she 
said. 

Ms Arroyo said she was invited 
by the Assumption Alumni Asso- 
ciation to lead the delegation that 
attended the canonization of 
Marie Eugenie, founder of the Re- 
ligious of the Assumption. 

“Then I was invited by the Pope 
to see him and then the president 
of Portugal is incoming president 
of the European Union, so it was 
really a confluence of events 
which gave me this opportunity.” 
she said. 

She also said: “I thanked the 
Blessed Virgin for the miraculous 
healing of my husband because 1 
prayed to her during that time,” 
she said. 


Filipino bishops’ reaction 

Reacting to the President's 
promise to the Pope to improve 
democracy and human rights, 
Archbishop Antonio Ledesma, 
who also is vice president of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines, said: "We hope 
something concrete will come out 
of it because the country is being 
watched by the international 
community and human rights 
groups especially on the extraju- 
dicial killings.” 


“He loves the Philippines be- 
cause we are the most devout 
(Catholic country) and we follow 
the precepts of the Church, and 
the Philippines and Italy are very 


Not in command of AFP 

Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop 
Oscar Cruz, an outspoken critic of 
the Arroyo administration, said 
he believed that the Presidents 
promise was “not tenable.” 

Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop 
Oscar Cruz said he believed Ms 
Arroyo's promise was "not ten- 
able.” 

“As Commander in Chief, she 
already lost her command. Mean- 
ing, the AFP and other entities 
are acting on their own with or 
without her say" Cruz added. 
With reports from Jerome Aning 
and Maila Ager, Inquirer.net 


15 Liberals back Garcia bid ... 


From page Al 


had already talked to Garcia about its possible 
support. 


Zamora joining fray 

With 123 votes needed to clinch the speaker- 
ship, Tafiada said the LP would campaign among 
House members from both the administration 
and its colleagues in the opposition to vote for 
the 82-year-old, three-term Cebu governor. 

“This is their chance to reform the institution. 
We had been under Speaker De Venecia before. 
Did anything good happen?" Tafiada said. 

De Venecia has been Speaker since 2001. 
Having also held the post from 1992 to 1998, 
heis seeking a record fifth term. 

Two other administration  lawmak- 
ers—Mary Ann Susano of Quezon City and 
Edelmiro Amante of Agusan del Norte—have 
also thrown their hats into the derby. 

The opposition says it is grooming San 
Juan Rep. Ronaldo Zamora as its contender 
for the post. 


JDV has numbers? 

Garcia is a member of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino 
(Kampi), one of the top two parties in the 
House majority coalition. 

Ms Arroyo has publicly stayed away from 
the fray, but a top Malacafiang official 
claimed recently that the President's heart 
was for De Venecia. 

Yesterday, the De Venecia camp claimed the 
Speaker's bid was backed by at least 165 law- 
makers, 

It will still be quite a while before the 
opening of Congress (in July) ... 10 hard to 
say that (De Venecia) already has secured the 
majority,” Tañada said. 

He said: “We're looking after the interest of 
the 12 We believe that the LP will have a 
greater involvement in the next Congress 
with Garcia than with the Speaker. We're 
thinking about the LP in the next Congress 
and its future.” 


Administration ploy 

Members of the opposition in the House have 
raised fears that Garcia's bid might be a ploy by 
the Arroyo administration to control the House 
minority and prevent а third impeachment 
against Ms Arroyo from getting filed. 

Garcia was the incumbent Cebu governor 
during the 2004 elections and was widely 
credited for delivering the million votes from 
his province that helped Ms Arroyo in her elec- 
toral fight with late actor Fernando Poe Jr. 

By tradition, the loser in the speakership 
fight gets to be minority floor leader. 

“Based on my conversation with Pablo Gar- 
cia, he wasn't forced by anyone to run. It's his 
sincere intention to reform the House and re- 
gain its credibility as an institution that made 


him do it,” Tafiada said, referring to specula- 
tion that Garcia's speakership bid was intend- 
ed to ensure that the next minority leader 
‘would be an administration darling. 


JDV in for ‘surprises’ 

Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villafuerte dis- 
missed De Venecia's boast that he had the 
numbers, saying: “We will give him surprises 
every week.” 

“We're getting increasing adherents every 
day" Villafuerte said. “Tactically, it's good to 
keep De Venecia guessing.” 

Villafuerte was confident that in the end, 
“all anti-De Venecia elements will join us." 

Brushing aside the claims of Garcia's back- 
ers, De Venecia's camp issued a statement 
quoting Parafiaque Rep. Eduardo Zialcita, 
one of its senior leaders, as saying: “The race 
forspeakership may be over.” 

‘The statement said 20 lawmakers from the 
breakaway Atienza group in the LP had 
signed a manifesto supporting De Venecia. 

"The statement quoted Deputy Speaker Eric 
Singson as saying: “In all aspects of counting, 
Т ат convinced that Speaker De Venecia will 
definitely win.” 

Last night, De Venecia and Kampi chair Ronal- 
do Puno were to host a dinner for neophyte con- 
gressmen in the 14th Congress. Villafuerte said 
the dinner would naturally be an occasion to 
court support for De Venecia's speakership bid. 


No quorum 

Garcia yesterday criticized De Venecia for 
the House's failure to reach a quorum on Mon- 
day. With only 106 lawmakers present, the ses- 
sion was adjourned at around 6:30 p.m. 

"The failure of the House to achieve a quorum. 
оп the first day of the resumption of the regular 
session following the election isa sad reflection on 
its present leadership,” Garcia said in a statement. 

“There are still many legislative tasks that 
should be tackled before the new Congress 
starts its regular session. We have, unfortu- 
nately, a continuing crisis of leadership in the 
House that must be ended.” 


Opposition challenge 

‘San Juan Mayor Joseph Victor Ejercito an- 
nounced in а press conference the opposi- 
tion's intention to field Zamora in the fight for 
House speakership. 

Ejercito said Zamora was a logical choice, 
being a senior member of the Partido ng 
Masang Pilipino (PMP) and the Genuine Op- 
position (GO). 

“We are hoping we can get the numbers 
since it is a numbers game but we promise 
that we will give a good fight,” Ejercito said. 

Should Zamora fail in his speakership bid, 
he stands to assume the minority leader post. 
to be vacated by Senator-elect Francis “Chiz” 
Escudero, 

Cagayan de Oro Rep-elect Rufus Ro- 


driguez would be his deputy. 

Garcia gave assurances that, if he was to be 
elected Speaker, he would ensure that all is- 
sues to be tackled in the 14th Congress would 
be discussed thoroughly. 

But Garcia said he did not foresee another 
impeachment case against Ms Arroyo since 
most of opposition leaders would not want a 
sitting President as an opponent in 2010. 

With reports from Kristine 1. Alave and 
Jhunnex Napallacan, Inquirer Visayas 
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SO NEAR, YET SO FAR 
Padaca proclamation 


faces another roadblock 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


to the formal proclamation of reelec- solve one last petition by rival Ben- 


THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS tionist Gov. Maria Gracia CieloPadaca jamin Dy questioning election returns 
yesterday cleared a major roadblock as Isabela governor but has yet to re- from three more towns. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 


PADACA 


їп a four-page resolution, the Comelec’s Sec- 
ond Division denied уз petition to stop the can- 
vassing of allegedly irregular and defective elec- 
tion returns from five Isabela towns and to sus- 
pend the proclamation of winning candidates in 
the gubernatorial and vice gubernatorial races. 

"The questioned returns were from the munici 
palities of Tumauini, Sto. Tomas, Roxas, Delfin 
Albano and Cordon. 

The election body directed the provincial 
board of canvassers (PBOC) to proceed with the. 
tabulation of vote tallies "of all the municipalities 
of said province and to proclaim the candidates 
who garner the most number of votes.” 

‘The Second Division also rejected Ру supple- 
mental pleading, which consisted of additional 
pieces of evidence and arguments to support his 
main appeal. 

"However, in special proceedings, as їп a pre- 
proclamation case, supplemental pleadings are 
prohibited and not allowed. [It], albeit a more 
complete pleading, cannot serve to substitute for 
the main appeal and cannot correct any of the 
deficiencies present therein,” said the resolution. 

his could have cleared the way for the 
proclamation of Padaca, who was leading by 
5,275 votes based on the PBOC tally, excluding 
those from llagan, Echague and Tumauini 

But an unresolved petition questioning elec- 
tion retums from Ilagan, Jones and Cabagan 
might prevent the proclamation. 

Presiding Commissioner Florentino Tuason 
Jc, who admitted he was not aware of the other 
petition, cited the urgency to resolve the case 
even if the PBOC—being independent from the. 
National Board of Canvassers—has the discre- 
tion to proceed or not with the proclamation. 

“The petition has to be resolved because it 
might be invoked by the losing candidate (in 
stopping the proclamation of the winning candi- 
date),” said Tuason, who penned the resolution. 
dated June 4. 

Meanwhile, Padaca's lawyer, Leila de Lima 
was surprised to learn that the resolution in- 
volved other towns aside from llagan, Tumauini, 
Echague, where the tabulation of certificates of 
canvass was deferred due to Ру petition. 

Apparently, their camp was not notified that 
another petition was filed before the Comelec, 
De Lima said. 

But she seid that the Comelec resolution dis- 
missing Dys appeals spelled victory, although 
‘wanting, for Padaca. 

Should the PBOC proceed with the canvassing 
of CoCs from llagan, Tumauini and Echague, 
Padaca would stretch her lead over Dy by more 
than 12,000 votes more, De Lima said. 

The deferred CoCs consisted of 182 election 
returns, in which Padaca obtained 18,262 votes 
compared to Dy's 6,298, she said. 


Gov't rejects 
OIC request 
for return of 
MNLF camp 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS REJECTED AN OR- 
ganization of Islamic Conference (OIC) request 
to hand back two captured training camps to 
Muslim rebels, an official said yesterday. 

Foreign Undersecretary Rafael Seguis said the 
request was made by Egyptian diplomat Sayyed 
Kassen El-Masry during the 34th OIC foreign 
ministers conference in Islamabad recently. 

"The camps, occupied by forces of Habier Ma- 
lik, a commander of the Muslim Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) on Jolo island, were 
captured by military forces in April after Maliks 
forces shelled a Marine base, killing three peo- 
ple. 

The fighting marred a truce in place between 
the government and the MNLF as part of a peace 
accord signed in 1996, ending a decades-old sep- 
aratist campaign in rerum for limited Muslim 
зейге. 

Seguis told reporters that ће Egyptian diplo- 
mars suggestion was dismissed, adding that 
Aprils military operation did not breach the 
peace accord since only Malik and his supporters 
had taken up arms against the government. 

"This is a law enforcement matter” Seguis 
said. 

“Malik а fugitive from justice. He attacked а 
military camp. Right now, the military is in the 
process of developing the (captured) camps," 
Seguis added. 

The 57-nation OIC still recognizes the MNLF 
as the sole representative ofthe Philippines Mus. 
lim minority. 
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BACK ТО SCHOOL 


(From left) A girl is in tears as: 
A group of students joins their 


at Commonwealth Elementary School, also in Quezon City. 


she looks for her mother on her first day of school at the Batasan Elementary School in Quezon City. 
‘teacher in acting out the words of a song while two others settle down for anap during break time 


PHOTOSBY JOAN BONDOC 


2 YEARS AFTER ROLDAN KIDNAP CASE 


Pa recounts 5-year-old son’s trauma 


By Kristine L. Alave 


WHEN HIS SON, THEN ONLY THREE YEARS OLD, 
was kidnapped in 2005 by a group allegedly head- 
ed by former actor and congressman Dennis 
Roldan, the abductors not only took away their joy, 
they also deprived the child of a chance ata normal 
life, the victim’s father, Roger Yu, said. 


Yu, who testified in court for who is his and his wife's only 
the first time yesterday, said the child, would remain traumatized 
incident has scarred his son tothe Бу the incident for years. 
point where he has become with- According to Yu, who de- 
drawn and unfriendly. scribed the boy as a happy child 
In an interview after the trial, before the kidnapping, his son 
‘Yu said his son is now doing fine could no longer leave their house 
although he is still “withdrawn” to play with other children like 
and wary about meeting people before. He also reacts negatively 
and strangers. “He’s the opposite to villains he sees on television. 
of what he used to be,” the father “Не hates bad people,” Yu added. 
noted. ‘The family has also avoided 
Не expressed fear that his son, going to public places like malls 


and parks, activities his son used 
to enjoy 

Now, whenever his son moves 
around, he is accompanied by 
bodyguards, Yu said. 

“He does not have a normal life 
like before. He used to play in 
parks and he would tell me about 
the people he met there. Now, 
that’s not allowed. He doesn’t 
trust people anymore," he added. 

Yu declined to say if his son, 
now five years old, is enrolled in 
school for security reasons. Most 
ofthe time, the boy stays in their 
house in Pasig City where a tutor 
often visits him. 

“| try to make it as normal as 
possible, but there are limita- 
tions,” the father said. 

‘Yu added that his son is still un- 
dergoing therapy to help him 
deal with the trauma caused by 
the incident. The boy is afraid of 
being alone and refuses to sleep 


by himself, he said. 

“If he wakes up alone, he will 
startto cry,” Yu said. 

Until now, the boy has not for- 
gotten how he was abducted and 
‘Yu was concerned that it would re- 
main with him throughout his life. 

"This morning, he didn't want 
me to go to court. But I had to ex- 
plain to him that there is a hear- 
ing,” he explained. 

Yu said his boy has not ques- 
tioned the presence of bodyguards 
ог the fact that he could not play 
with other children anymore. “He 
understands that this is for his own 
security, so that the bad men could 
not get him,” he said. 

He added that the family's long 
term plan was to leave the coun- 
try so that their son could have a 
normal life. But Yu said they 
would finish the trial before even 
thinking of migrating to a foreign 
country. 


In the hearing yesterday, Yu 
narrated to the court the events 
surrounding his son's kidnap- 
ping. 

Yu added that he immediately 
contacted Teresita Ang-See, pres- 
ident of an anti-crime group that 
helps Chinese-Filipino families 
deal with kidnappings, as she was 
the only person he and his wife 
Jenny could trust at that time. 

“People around you are imme- 
diate suspects,” he told the court. 
He added that he and his wife 
spent as much as half a million 
pesos during the ordeal as they 
had to check into hotels for two 
months out of fear for their safe- 


y 

The kidnappers then contacted 
them through his wife's cell 
phone, demanding P250 million 
in exchange for his son. Yu said 
they had difficulty raising the 
amount as they did not have that 


kind of money. 

Yu testified before Pasig City 
Regional Trial Court Branch 159 
Judge Rodolfo Bonifacio, after 
the previous judge, Agnes Carpio, 
inhibited herself from the case af- 
ter the prosecution team protest- 
ей her decision to grant bail to 
Roldan, but not to his co-accused. 

Roldan, Mitchell Gumabao in 
real life and a former Quezon City 
representative, was present dur- 
ing the hearing. His co-accused, 
Romeo Orcajada, Noel and Rowe- 
na San Andres, Adrian Domingo, 
and Octavio Garces, were also 
there. 

Yu said he hopes that the new 
judge would be impartial. "Im 
glad that the hearing has re- 
sumed. But Pm also sad that I 
have to recall the unfortunate in- 
cidents. 1 hope that the judge 
would be fair and justice would 
be served accordingly,” he added. 


P100,000 reward ' 
for capture of 
armed robbers 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


PARANAQUE CITY MAYOR FLORENCIO 
Bernabe Jr. has offered P100,000 for the cap- 
ture of members of an armed group who tried 
to rob the armored van of the Banco de Oro 
branch at SM Sucat mall Monday afternoon. 

‘Two of the bank's security guards were 
killed in the incident while four other guards 
and a 12-year-old boy were wounded. 

“The mayor is especially interested in going 
after Bobby Baliber, a Parafiaque resident 
who has a standing arrest warrant against 
him," Supt. Ronald Estilles, the city chief of 
police, said 

Baliber, who lives on Kalamansi St., Purok 
2 in Barangay BE based on police records, is 
reportedly wanted for robbery and homicide. 

In a phone interview yesterday, Estilles told 
the Ingumer that they have confirmed the 
identity of three other suspects believed to be 
involved in the robbery attempt. 

He identified them as Ray Gilbert Culanco, 
said to be the leader of the group; Genevieve 
Calunod and Raymond Martin. 

The four are allegedly members of the Am- 
pang Group, a notorious robbery and holdup 
gang based in Cavite. 

Estilles said Culanco, Calunod and Martin 
were arrested in February 2005 for robbing a 
shop inside SM City Pampanga. Seized from 
them were several high-powered firearms, in- ~ 
cluding M-16 rifles. 
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PEACE OF MIND 


“We were able to identify them throughthe [ Ifa dove ma o peace then Shell Flintkote is the symbol 


footage from a close circuit TV in the mall,” 
the police official added. But the three disap- 


descriptions of witnesses, and withthehelpof | ог 100% Waterligi 
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peared after posting Бай. Water leakage is one of the (Деш frustrations for any homeowner. 


Estilles said he has formed a 15-man task 5 
force to go after the suspects and other mem- But thats all about to end. 9 3 s є 
bers of the Ampang Group. The team is head- it all: roof protection, floor waferproofing, wall damp proofing, and toilet 


ed by his deputy, Supt. Teofilo Andrada. and wet area waterproofing. 


On Monday, at around 12:30 p.m., a group 
of 10 to 15 men fired upon several security 


Жш bf Banco de Oro who were guarding | Get total, long-lasting protection from water leaks. Get Shell Flintkote. 


an armored van parked outside the mall. 

‘The suspects, however, fled after other se- 
curity guards fired back. Two guards — John 
Ray Awacay and Felizardo Castillo — were 
killed while four others were treated for gun- 
shot wounds. 

‘Twelve-year-old Viking Magnaye, who was 
passing by the area when a stray bullet hit 
him in the leg, was also hospitalized. 


ell Flintkote waterproofing system handles Shell 
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By Alison W. Lopez 


STUDENTS OF JOSE ABAD SANTOS 
High School and Rajah Soliman High 
School in Binondo, Manila, will hold 
classes on their old campuses, at 
least, for now. 

Pedro Arao, administrative officer 
of the Division of City Schools in 
Manila, said Mayor-elect Alfredo Lim 
has given the go-signal for students of 
the two schools to remain in their old 
buildings on La Chambre Street. 

“Mayor Lim ordered them to stay. 
He even offered to help transfer the 
chairs and other equipment back to 
the old site,” he said. 

Classes in the two schools were sus- 
pended yesterday, the first day of 


school for public elementary and high 
school students, after there was confu- 
sion among students who either went 
to the old site or to the new campus. 

‘About 80 percent of the two 
schools’ facilities and equipment have 
already been moved to the new cam- 
pus on Numancia and Urbiztondo 
Streets, also in Binondo, to pave the 
way for the construction of a condo- 
minium at the old site 

Arao, however, said the situation 
has yet to be resolved as Lim was set. 
to discuss the issue with Education 
Secretary Jesli Lapus. 

‘The majority of the schools’ teach- 
ers, students and their parents have 
opposed the transfer, saying they 
would have to spend more money on 


METRO 
It’s back to old campuses for Manila students 


transport fare. The site of the new 
school campus is about a kilometer 
away from the old one. 

Last year, Lim and Sen. Jamby 
Madrigal filed a petition asking а Mani- 
la court to stop the city government's 
plan to convert the schools’ old site into 
a housing and commercial area. 

Their petition, however, was denied 
by the court although Lim and Madri- 
gal filed a motion for reconsideration. 

Asked why the issue was not re- 
solved before classes opened the oth- 
er day, Arao said the transfer was 
sidetracked by the May 14 elections. 

He pointed out, however, that the 
mew and more spacious campus 
would better accommodate the two 
schools’ around 8,000 students. 


Muslim group bucks demolition move 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


‘MUSLIM LEADERS LIVING IN THE 
reclamation area on Roxas Boule- 
vard, Pasay City, yesterday vowed to 
‘oppose a reported plan of a govern- 
ment agency to demolish homes and 
a mosque on the site. 

"These people will die for this 
mosque. They will stay here and de- 
mand their rights," spokesperson Fir- 
dausi Abbas said in a press conference. 

Residents, who have formed a 
group called the Samahan ng 
Magkakaisang Muslim sa Roxas 
Boulevard (Association of Unired 
Muslims in Roxas Boulevard), hit the 
plan of the Philippine Reclamation 
Authority to tear down their houses 
and the Grand Mosque in the recla- 
mation area near the border of Pasay 
and Parafiaque cities. 

‘The group claimed that in 1999, 
then Vice President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo promised to give them the the 
stretch of land where they could build 
their homes. Abbas said that at that 


time, the Philippine Estates Authority 
agreed not to touch the reclamation 
area where the Muslims were residing. 

“Now, the PRA wants to demolish 
their homes. Reclamation means to 
‘reclaim’ an area by putting land over 
the sea. There is nothing to be re- 
claimed here, this is already land,” 
Abbas, who also serves as the group's 
legal counsel, pointed out. 


Open to transfer 

He added, however, that they were 
open to moving out of the reclama- 
tion area if the government provides 
a suitable relocation site for the more 
than 300 families in the area. 

“They are willing to be transferred, 
but the PRA must not touch the 
mosque,” Abbas stressed. 

He added that the PRA, with the as- 
sistance of the Pasay City police and 
Brig. Gen. Benjamin Dolorfino of the 
Armed Forces’ National Capital Re- 
gion Command, attempted to clear 
the area and tear down the mosque 
last week 


"They don't have a court order au- 
thorizing the demolition of the 
mosque. The PRA does not have the 
authority to do so,” Abbas claimed. 

He warned that if pushed to the 
limit, residents would die fighting 
anyone who attempted to desecrate 
their place of worship. 

He also criticized Dolorfino's pres- 
ence in the area, claiming that the 
pending demolition is a police matter 
and not the concern of the military. 

"I hope they don't come up with al- 
legations or reports that Abu Sayyaf 
members are hiding in our communi- 
ty" he said. 

‘Amoraan Andaga, director of the 
Office of the President for External 
Affairs, said the families would be of- 
fered P30,000 in exchange for their 
relocation. 

“We are still studying the possibili 
ty that the mosque can be left alone,” 
he told the Inquirer, adding that the 
PRA plans to construct a commercial 
center in the reclamation area after it 
iscleared. 
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No hair-splitting i 

at this beauty salon along 
Kamias, Quezon City. == 
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Makati court junks Northrail motion; dispute far from over METROBRIEFS 


By Dj Yap 


‘THE LEGAL DISPUTE OVER THE 
controversial North Luzon Railways 
Corp. contract is far from over. 

А Makati City court has junked 
the motion to dismiss filed by the 
defendants, including the Philip- 
pine government, in the civil case 
involving the contested Northrail 
contract. 

Judge Cesar Santamaria of 
Makati Regional Trial Court 
Branch 145 dismissed the motion. 
filed by Northrail seeking to dis- 


miss the complaint fled by a 
number of affected Bulacan set- 
tlers, and a group of lawyers led 
by Harry Roque. 

The center of the dispute is a 
contract between the govern- 
mentowned Northrail and the 
China National Machinery and 
Equipment Corp. for the con- 
struction of railways from 
Caloocan City to Malolos, Bula- 
can. 

"The ruling shows that theonly 
working institution in this coun- 
чу is the courts. Its a very good 


BEST WISHES 


Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay congratulates 44 couples who tied the. 
knot in a mass wedding ceremony held in front of City Hall on Monday. 


decision,” Roque told the Ingu- 
Erby phone. 

The civil case arose from the al- 
leged legal and constitutional de- 
fects in the contract, which the 
lawyers said were enough to in- 
validate the contract. 

Such defects include the com- 
plainants’ allegation that the con- 
tract did not comply with Philip- 
pine laws requiring public bid- 
ding for all procurements. 

On March 17, 2006, Santa- 
maria's court granted the com- 
plainants' prayer to hold prelimi- 


nary summary hearings in the 
case but the defendants, includ- 
ing the Philippine government, 
moved to dismiss the case. 

The defendants had argued 
that the complainants had no le- 
gal capacity to sue, that the court 
had no jurisdiction to hear the 
case, that the complaint stated no 
cause of action, and that the court 
had no jurisdiction over CNMEC, 
an agent of China. 

CNMEC also filed a separate 
motion for reconsideration seek- 
ing the reversal of Santamaria's 


decision to hold summary hear- 
ings. 

But in its omnibus motion dat- 
ed May 15, the court denied both 
motions. 

It said the plaintiffs could sue 
because they are taxpayers who 
may question any government ac- 
tion involving the expenditure of 
public funds. 

The court said the case in- 
volved matters of “extreme ur- 
gency” since it involved public 
spending and the demolition of 
the settlers’ homes. 


Call center employee nabbed for faking 
three car theft incidents in Quezon City 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A CALL CENTER EMPLOYEE 
was arrested by Quezon City po- 
licemen after he allegedly used 
different names, to report three 
car theft cases. 

City police chief, Senior Supt. 
Magtanggol Gatdula, said Andre de 
Vera, 27, a resident of Filinvest Sub- 
division їп the city, now faces per- 
jury charges for fabricating car theft 
incidents “that have tainted the im- 
age of the city and the police.” 

Gatdula said De Vera, who in- 
troduced himself as Mark Antho- 


CA reverses decision in drug case 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS 
reversed another conviction in a 
drug case for what it said was the 
police's failure to follow proper 
procedure. 

‘The decision was handed down 
less than a month after the court's 
10th Division acquitted seven Chi- 
nese nationals who were arrested 
for allegedly running a shabu lab- 
oratory in San Juan. 

Saying one’s conscience would 
not allow the imposition of grave 
penalties if the guilt of the suspect 
was not definitively proven, the 
court on May 30 reversed the 
Mandaluyong City Regional Trial 
Courts decision which found Vic- 
tor Cristobal guilty for possession 
and sale of marijuana, and sen- 


tenced him to reclusion perpetu; 

The appellate court also ог 
dered the Bureau of Corrections to 
release Cristobal from detention. 

Cristobal was arrested in 
February 2000 in Mandaluyong 
City during an operation con- 
ducted by the Metro Manila Nar- 
cotics Office. 

In its decision, the Court of Ap- 
peals’ 15th division said Cristo- 
Баз guilt was not proven beyond 
reasonable doubt based on the 
evidence. 

"In this case, itis difficult to af- 
firm the trial court's judgment of 
conviction which, to our mind, is 
based on a bare declaration that 
the guilt of the appellant has been 
proved. One's conscience rebels 
against doubtful imposition of 
death and other grave penalties 


without moral certainty as to the 
guilt of the accused," it said. 

The court pointed out thar 
Cristobal's house was illegally 
searched, hence, the marijuana 
found there could not be used 
against him. 

“Evidence obtained during an 
illegal search is absolutely consid- 
ered inadmissible for any purpose 
in any proceeding, the same being 
the fruit of a poisonous tree. Thus, 
the dried marijuana leaves cannot 
be admitted as evidence against 
the appellant,” it said. 

‘The appellate court added that 
the police failed to put the re- 
quired markings on the marijuana 
brick allegedly seized from Cristo- 
bal. The markings were placed on- 
ly after the items were submitted 
to the crime laboratory, it added. 


the arrival of the foreigners that he torched everything in 


Dip You KNOW _ 


THE BATTLE of Bangkusay Channel on June 3, 1571 was. 
brought about by a local leader's disapproval of the ar- 
rival of Spanish forces in Manila. Sulayman, who con- 
trolled trade along the Pasig River, was unhappy about 


sight before fleeing to Tondo to put up a fighting force. 
The lopsided batte was easily won by Spanish muskets 
‘and cannons. Sulayman was killed, and his death marked 
the beginning of Spain's three-century rule of the istands. 


Kate Pedroso, Inquirer Research 


ny Leviste, was arrested last May 
26 after he reported that his black 
Toyota Fortuner had been stolen 
at a parking lot on Common- 
wealth Avenue. In December 
2006, De Vera, using the name 
Andre Delgado, reported to the 
police Anti-Carnapping Unit that 
his mocha brown Toyota Fortuner 
жаз forcibly taken from him by 
armed men at the comer of 
‘Tomas Morato Avenue and Scout 
Fuentebella Street. 

А month later, the suspect, us- 
ing his real name, told police that 
his mocha brown Toyota car was 


taken from him in the same area. 
On both occasions, De Vera 
claimed the vehicles had no plate 
numbers and only bore conduc- 
tion stickers. 

At the Land Transportation Of- 
fice, the police discovered that 
both conduction stickers were is- 
sued to two Isuzu Hi-Lander 
vans. 

Previous investigations 
showed that some owners in the 
rent-a-car business had faked car 
theft incidents for insurance pur- 
poses after clients failed to return 
rented vehicles. 
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HITCHHIKER 
A child hitches a ride on the back 
unaware that he has a passenger. 


ofa pedicab with the driver 
REMZAMORA 


Day robbery 
THREE armed robbers barged into a 
house in Manila and carted away 
some P200,000 worth of cash and 
valuables at 11:15 a.m. yesterday. 
Armed with two handguns, the sus- 
pects broke into Imee Cocjin's two- 
story house on Espiritu Street, Sin- 
galong, and locked her, her daugh- 
ters and housemaids in the bath- 
room. They then ransacked the, 
house and made off with the vic- 
tims’ money, a laptop computer, cell 
phones and jewelry, PO1 Alrey Bun- 
dallan of the Manila Police District 
Malate station said. The victims, 
however, managed to call a relative 
who, in turn, asked help from the 
police. By the time the police ar- 
rived, the robbers had already lef. 
Tina G. Santos 


Grisly discoveries 
BODY parts that had been chopped 
off were found in plastic bags in dif- 
ferent areas in Valenzuela City yes- 
terday, the police said. City police 
chief, Supt. Billy Beltran, said the 
grisly discoveries were made be- 
tween 5:50 a.m. and Фат. by dif- 
ferent persons. First to be found 
was a bag containing a pair of legs 
believed о be belong to a man. The 
legs were found on Parada Road 
and bore tattoos which said, "Bong 
Naquita" and "Marinduque Mataac." 
Next, a bag containing a severed 
hand was found inside the 
Karuhatan Public Cemetery with the 
words, “Bing Delpan" and "Danao 
Donato" tattooed on it. Police said 
the garbage bag also yielded a pair 
of underwear, rubber slippers, and a 
pair of denim short pants. 

Nancy Carvajal 


Fire hits 3 houses 
A FIRE struck three houses In Baran- 
gay Tabacalera, Pateros yesterday af- 
ternoon, destroying atleast P700,000 
worth of property. Arson investiga- 
tors said they have yet to pinpoint the 
cause of the fire which began at 
around 2:30 p.m. atthe house of Pilar 
Gabriel on Tiamsic St. SFO2 Danny 
Laron said the fire apparent started 
in the room of Gabriel's son, Ferdi- 
nand. The blaze reached the fourth 
alarm and partially damaged two ad- 
jacent houses. The fire raged for 35. 
minutes before it was put out. 

Julie M. Aurelio 


Organic food bazaar 
STARTING this week, there will be 
an organic food bazaar at the. 
Metrowalk parking lot on Meralco 
Avenue, Pasig City, every Friday to 
Sunday, from 6 am. to 10 p.m. 
"Palengkehan sa MetroWalk" will 
feature different exhibitors offering 
a variety of products like organic. 
vegetables and fruits, herbal prod- 
ucts, plants, ornamentals and cut 
fiowers, native chicken and eggs, 
fresh meat, live seatood and home- 
made products. For more informa- 
tion, please call 0917-5291426, 
0917-5219791 and 0918-2950246. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 


Thousands mark 
anniversary of 
1989 Tiananmen 


HONG KONG—TENS OF THOUSANDS 
gathered on Monday for Hong Kong's an- 
nual candlelight vigil to mark the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre, the only 
such commemoration on Chinese soil. 
“We will seek justice for you. A demo- 
cratic China must come true,” Szeto Wah, 
one of the organizers, said in a speech to 
the crowd who raised their candles in a 
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dark and packed Victoria Park to remem- 
ber those who died. 

‘The Chinese government sent troops 
into Beijing's Tiananmen Square on June 
4, 1989 to quell six weeks of peaceful 
democracy protests, leading to the deaths 
of many students and civilians. 

‘The annual vigil in Hong Kong has tak- 
еп on special resonance this year after а 


local pro-Beijing politician took exception 
to calling the Tiananmen crackdown, 
which saw hundreds if not thousands 
killed, a massacre. 

The remarks by Ma Lik, chair of the 
Democratic Alliance for the Betterment 
and Progress of Hong Kong (DAB), im- 
mediately drew fire from the families of 


Az] 
cians here. 


Chants of “Down with Ma Lik” were 
heard occasionally among the crowd, 
which organizers estimated at 55,000, 
more than last year's 44,000. Police later 
said they estimated the crowd at 27,000. 
Dozens of flowers and wreaths were 
laid, and songs were sung to commemo- 


massacre in HK 


A purple fluorescent frog, of the genus Atelopus, is one of 24 new 
species found in the South American highlands of Suriname on. 
June 4. Four other new frog species, six species of fish, I2 dung 
bettles and a new ant species were also discovered, талэ 


WoRLDBRIEFS 


Nigeria sues Pfizer over ‘killer drugs’ 

ABUJA— Nigeria fled a lawsuit on Monday for $7 bilion damages from Pfizer over 
a drug fest in which about 200 children were either kiled or deformed, court offi- 
cials said. The federal government suit says the children suffered various degrees. 
of adverse effects ranging from deafness to muteness, paralysis, brain damage, 
loss of sight, slurred speech, while 11 died. A similar suit was filed last month by 
Kano, Nigeria's largest state, which is seeking $2.75 billion from the pharmaceuti- 
cal giant. The Kano state suit alleges that Pfizer administered in 1996 an untested 
drug called TrovanFloxacn without authorization on almost 200 children infected 
‘with meningitis in the state. The federal lawsuit echoes those charges. АР 


US Democratic solon charged with bribery 
WASHINGTON—US Democratic Rep. William Jefferson, accused of hiding $30,000 
of intended bribes in his freezer, was charged on Monday with soliciting bribes and 
Paying off a Nigerian oficial. The 16-coun indictment charges the Louisiana iaw- 
‘maker with racketeering, soliciting bribes for himself and his family. fraud. money 
laundering, obstruction f justice, conspiracy and violating the Foreign Corrupt Prac- 
ticas Act. Jefferson, 63, faces a maximum of 235 years in prison it convicted. His 
lawyer said Jefferson was innocent and would fight the charges. Reuters 


US charges 10 in Laos armed coup plot 

SAN FRANCISCO—US prosecutors charged 10 people on Monday with seeking 
to topple the Lao government in what they described аз a dramatic cloak-and- 
dagger plot thwarted by an undercover agent posing as an arms dealer. Most 
prominent among those charged is Vang Pao, 77, a resident of southern Califor- 
fia and ethnic Hmong. A general in the Royal Lao Army befor the Communists 
‘came to power in 1975, he led a US Central Intelligence Agency-irained merce- 
пагу army during the war in Indochina. Reuters 


iE 


victims, as well as activists and politi- 


rate those who died. AFP 


The epitome of everything that characterises a Mercedes. 
The New Generation E-Class Saloon and Estate. 


> The new generation B-Class Saloon 
- Karl Benz would drive it today. Timeless 
elegance, almost legendary comfort and the 
highest possible degree of safety: these are 
the qualities which characterise the Mercedes- 
Benz brand - and the new-generation E-Class 
їп particular. The powerful engines and the 
high quality interior make even the longest 
journeys relaxing. And of course, there is also 
а reassuring range of safety features: NECK 


-PRO crash responsive head restraints, the 
optionally available Intelligent Light System, 
adaptive brake lights and PRE-SAFE. 

» The new generation E-Class Estate. 1950 
litres of sheer elegance. It’s the E-Class, only 
more so. The elegant lines of the E-Class Estate 
conceal a remarkably spacious load carrier 
‘which also has space for up to seven occupants 
when fitted with the optional folding bench 
seat in the load compartment. Driving is equally 


effortless. Experience the E-Class, visit your 
nearest Mercedes-Benz dealer today. 


® 


Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes-Benz Greenhills - 1008 EOSA Greenhills, San Juan 1502, Metro Manila 


Tet: (632) 7235808 Fax: (632) 7267741 


Mobile: (63917) 8002798 


EELIST] ичсен cit City- 3204 St cor. Rus оне, Bonifacio ibs Cy Ta, 1634, Metro мала Tet (632) 8187777 Fox: (632) 159189 Moble: (63017) 8002036 
Ensismercedesbens@cats.com ph Webste: wwe mercedes-benzcom ph 
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Tourism Malaysi: 
‘lo Embassy of Malaysia, 

107, Tordesillas Street, Salcedo Village, 

PO. Box 2948 (MCPO), Makati City, Philippines. 
“Tel: (632) 817 A581 Fax (632) 812 0770 


Email: mtpb.manilaGtourismgovmy 


Celebrating 50 Years of Nationhood 


Once a sleepy mining town, 
Kuala Lumpur is today a booming 
metropolis to rival any of the 
world's great cities. Most noted 
for the Petronas Twin Towers 
which dominate the skyline, KL 
also has many fascinating sights, 
sounds, tastes and smells to offer 
adventurers on the streets. Feel 
the pulse of the city within the 
Golden Triangle — the hub of KL, 
or venture out to the outlying 


limestone cave temples at Batu 


Caves. And if you're feeling 
lucky, the casino at the hill resort 
of Genting Highlands isn’t too 
far away. As always in Malaysia, 
top off your tour of KL with 
a generous meal. You'll be so 


spoilt for choice, you'll wish you 


had an extra stomach 


TOURISM! 
MALAYSIA 
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PRAGUE—RUSSIA IS NOT ALONE IN DISLIKING 
the idea of basing a US missile defense system in 
the Czech Republic and other countries on its 


doorstep. 

Most Czechs aren't happy about 
the proposal, either: Recent polls in 
this former Soviet satellite, now a 
democratic Nato ally, show more 
than 60 percent of the public in op- 
position. 

US President George W. Bush ar- 
rived on Monday evening in Prague 
for a day of meetings with Czech 
leaders. 

The White House has billed a 
speech Bush will deliver on Tuesday 
from the local headquarters of Ra- 
dio Free Europe on democracy as 
the highlight of his visit here. His 
Czech counterparts have com- 
plaints with Washington to discuss, 
Such as a two-tiered visa system for 
European nations that requires 
Czech citizens to obtain visas to 
travel to the US. 

However, the intemational de- 
bate over the missile defense system 
likely will drown out everything else 
during Bush's stay in Prague. The US 
plan calls for an anti-missile radar 
base to be built at the Brdy military 
zone southwest ofthe capital. 

For their part, Czech leaders have 


brushed off Russia's objections, re- 
maining receptive to the project. 
Prime Minister Mirek ‘Topolanek 
called it “a necessary step which 
wil significantly increase our secu- 
rity and also the security of our Eu- 
ropean allies and neighbors.” 

Most Czech citizens, though, 
worry about Russian threats to take 
military steps in response, and they 
fear that the installation could 
make the tiny country a terrorist 
target 

n Prague last weekend, more 
than 1,000 people protested the 
plan. Demonstrators planned to 
show their displeasure again on 
"Tuesday outside medieval Prague 
Castle, where Bush was to meet 
with Topolanek and President Va- 
дау Klaus. 

Over the weekend, Russian Pres- 
ident Vladimir Putin stepped up al- 
ready incendiary remarks about the 
US and йв intentions with the 
shield, warning that Moscow could 
take “retaliatory steps" including 
aiming nuclear weapons at US mili- 
tary bases in Europe. AP 
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Editor Luverne В. Gueco 


TROMSOE, NORWAY—THE 
melting of the Earth's 
accelerated in recent decades, 
an alarming phenomenon that 
could affect hundreds of mil- 
lions of people across the 
world, the United Nations 
warned in a report on Monday. 

“The futures of hundreds of 
millions of people across the 
world will be affected by de- 
clines in snow cover, sea ice, 
glaciers, permafrost and lake 
ice,” the Global Outlook for Ice 
and Snow report, published on 
the eve of World Environment 
Day, said. 

“Impacts are likely to include 
significant changes in the avail- 
ability of water supplies for 
drinking and agriculture, rising 
sea levels affecting low lying 
coasts and islands and an in- 
crease in hazards such as sul 
dence of currently frozen land,” 


Hundreds of millions 
to suffer from melting of 
Earth’s ice, UN warns 


itsaid. 

The Arctic ice sheet has shrunk 
by six to seven percent in winter 
and by 10 to 12 percent in summer 
over the past 30 years, the report 
said 

The snow-covered regions of 
the northern hemisphere have re- 
duced by between 7 and 10 per- 
cent during March and April dur- 
ing the same period, according to 
the report presented by the UN En- 
vironment Programme (UNEP). 

The melting of the ice and snow 
is notonly a consequence of global 
warming, itis also an accelerating 
factor, researchers presenting the 
report in the Norwegian Arctic 
town of Tromsoe said. 

“Snow and ice reflect 70 to 80 
percent of the sun's energy, where- 
as water absorbs it. If snow and ice. 
continue to melt, this will amplify 
global warming,” report author 
Paal Prestrud told journalists. AFP 


THIS PICTURE taken in July 2006 shows detaching icebergs in 
Iceland's Vatnajokuli glacier as they move towards the sea. The 
Global Outlook for Ice and Snow report was launched yesterday by 
the United Nations Environment Programme to mark World 


Environment Day. 
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Paris Hilton begins three-week jail term a day early 


LOS ANGELES—FROM THE 
camera flashes on the red carpet 
of a Hollywood awards show to 
the walls of a jail cell—what a dif- 
ference a day makes when you're 
Paris Hilton. 

‘The 26-year-old heiress, а sym- 
bol of privilege and American 


i celebrity culture, was booked into a. 


En 


Ui 
poe 
JGUMGUA. 
(800-139), 


Los Angeles County jail early on 


Monday, a day ahead of her court- 
ordered deadline, to begin serving а 
three-week sentence for violating 
probation in an alcohol-related 
reckless driving case. 

She surrendered to authorities in 
downtown Los Angeles hours after 
making a surprise appearance at 
the MTV Movie Awards (See relat- 
ed story in Entertainment Sec- 


— 
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tion), and was transferred to the 
Century Regional Detention Facility 
in nearby Lynwood, the county 
sheriff's department said 

Once there, she was fingerprint- 
ed, photographed and issued an ID 
wristband, orangecolored јай 
clothing and toiletries, said sheriffs 
department Sgt. Diane Hecht in a 
statement. 


Hecht said the booking for 
Hiton, whose greatgrandíather 
Conrad Hilton started the global 
Hilton Hotel empire, was complet- 
ed by about 1 am. on Monday. 

Her booking photo showed her 
ressed in a white V-neck top, wear- 
ing eye makeup and lip gloss with a 
slight smile, her blond hair swept to 
one side over her right shoulder. 


Sheriffs department spokesper- 
son Steve Whitmore described her 
as “cooperative,” "calm" and “fo 
cused" during booking. 

"Thisis an important point in my 
life, and I need to take responsibili 
ty for my actions,” Hilton said in a 
statement issued by her lawyer. "Al- 
though I am scared, I am ready to 
begin my jailsentence.” ^ Reuters 
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RP volley team's top spiker shot dead by robbers 


their championship in а volleyball toura- 
mentin the home of one of them when the 
suspects swooped in and shot them. 
Borlagdatan sustained a gun shot 
wound in the head and died, while being 
treated, along with four of his friends, at the 
University Medical Center in Dasmariñas. 
‘Two more of Borlagdatan’s friends— 
Christopher Quine, 22, and Leo Balesa, 
32—also died from gunshot wounds, said 


By Marc Anthony Reyes Senior Supt. Fidel Posadas, Cavite police 
director 

“He is a big loss to the national team,” 
said Gus Sta. Maria, director of national 
‘coaches of the Philippine Volleyball Federa- 
tion. "Hes tall and talented, the best player 
we had in the team.” 

PVF secretary general Обе Camangian 
said they would seek the help ofthe Philip- 
pine Sports Commission and the Philippine 


Olympic Committee in extending assis- 
tance to Borlagdatan's family. 

PVF head Pete Mendonza denounced 
the killings and urged the authorities to put 
the suspects immediately behind bars. 

Borlagdatan, 22, was a graduating 
Criminology student at the De La Salle 
University Dasmarifias. 

Before Borlagdatan died, he was part of. 
the newly formed national team made up 


of young and tall players that is set to see 
action in tournaments in South Korea in 
July and in Indonesia in September. The 
team will play in the Southeast Asian 
Games in Thailand in December. 

Borlagdatan was the biggest star of the 
la Salle Dasmariñas squad which he 
steered to four straight championships in 
the Prisaa Southern Luzon games. 


VIOLENCE HAS SNUFFED OUT THE LIFE 
ofthe national volleyball team's top spiker 
Sixfoottwo Ronie Borlagdatan, reput- 
edly the most prolific scorer in the national. 
team, was among three men shot and 
killed by five suspected robbers in Das- 
mariñas, Cavite, early Monday morning. 


The victims were reportedly celebrating RP/AIB 


Moneymen, Super 
Sealers stay in hunt 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


MUCH FOCUS HAD BEEN GIV- 
en on the return of injured 
Fil-Am Ryan Reyes. After play- 
ing a key role in a 1-2 punch, 
Gilbert Malabanan showed 
he deserves a second look. 


Malabanan command- 
ed for three quarters. 
“Credit goes to Mal- 
abanan,” said Garcia 
“He played well as a 


Reyes sixth point of the game, the Fil-Am stand- 
out registered a game-high eight assists and three 
steals in 17 minutes of action 
Ryan Arafia, who paced Batang Pier with 18 
markers, buried a triple that cut the margin to 79- 
leader He stepped up 78, before fouling Fritz Bauzon in the next play. 
more than anyone  — Bauzon hit his charities to increase Sista’s lead 
else” to three, 81-78, with 12.1 seconds left. 
Malabanan, a sea- Chico Lanete missed a potential game-tying 
soned 6foot4 for- triple at the buzzer. 
ward, drilled in nine of Sista's 13 points in a Thescores 


GAMES TOMORROW - 
(Olivarez College 
Sports Center) 
2pm—oyota 
Baintavak vs Cebuana | 
Lhuilier. 
4pm—Henkei Sista 
vs Harbour Centre 


2 HENKEL SISTA'S Ronnie Matias tips in a miss against the defense of 


‘two Harbour Centre defenders yesterday. 


JMGUAO PUNZALAN 


The duo drilled in the crucial baskets as 
Henkel Sista averted a Harbour Centre sweep 
with an 81-78 victory that forged a do-or-die 
match for the Finals berth in the PBL Unity Cup. 

Injured and all, Reyes double-pumped his way 
toa basket with 23.4 seconds remaining to lift the 
‘Super Sealers past the defending champions in 
Game 2 of their best-of-three semifinal series yes- 
terday at the Olivarez College Sports Center. 

үе didn't want to lose, he wanted a chance to 
play in the semis,” said Sista coach Caloy Garcia 
of the 6-foot-1 rookie point guard. "Even with his 
injury, he wanted to help the tegm in any way. He 
deserved that last shot.” 

Reyes, who saw action despite a pulled groin 
muscle, provided the highlight of the game that 


three-minute stretch that pushed it ahead, 58-49, 
late in the third period. 

Cebuana Lhuillier Pera Padala also tumed to a 
veteran as the top seed forged a knockout battle 
witha 71-62 victory against Toyota Balintawak in 
the other Final Four duel. 

‘Ariel Capus fired back-to-back three-pointers 
ina run that featured a rain of triples for a 63-53 
Moneymen lead in the final three minutes. 

"He was clutch,” said coach Luigi Trillo of Ca- 
pus, who shot eight of his 15 markers in the final 
period. “He took it upon himself, stood out big 
and took the big shots.” 

Malabanan topscored with 23 points and 
grabbed nine rebounds for the Super Sealers. 

‘Although the game-winning shot was only 


First Game 

HENKEL SISTA 81—Mlabanan 23, Bonus 12, Malas 10, 
Bauzon 8, Eman 7, Reyes 6, Misa 5, Javier 4, Yambao 3, Vi- 
lamin 2, Aad 1, Saldua O. 

HARBOUR CENTRE 78—Araña 18, Lanete 11, Castro 9, 
Belga 8 intal 8, Vergara 8, Gamboa 7, Asoro 5, Alonzo 2, Gaco 
2, Stephens 0, Femandez 0. 

Quarters 21-17, 39-41, 60-59, 81-78 

Second Game 

CEBUANA LHUILLIER 71—Bono 17, Capus 15, Kramer 10, 
Dulay 6, Sta, Mara 5, Dela Cuesta 5, Escalona 3, Dela Pea 3, 
Oreta 2, Burtscher 2, Viardo 2. Yee 1, Grado 0. 

TOYOTA BALINTAWAK 62—Daa 12, Cruz 11, Devanci 10, 
Corones 9, Fajardo 8, Rodriguez 6, Cabahug 5, Cagoco 2, Tan O, 
Dedicatoria 0, Jaime 0, Guerrero 0. 

Quarters 14-18, 31-30,48-47, 71-62 


«Kings clash with Aces 
for 2nd s'final berth 


JONG UICHICO HAD SAID THAT BEING “IN 
the quarterfinals wouldn't be that bad.” 

But that doesn't mean that Barangay Ginebra 
is not prepared to give anyone hell to go past 
that. 

The Gin Kings slug it out with the Alaska Aces 
at 7:20 tonight at the Araneta Coliseum, with the 
winner automatically advancing to the PBA Fies- 
ta Cups Final Four and eaming, among other 
things, а three-week break at the very least. 

San Miguel Beer and Air21, meanwhile, clash 
in a playoff of their own to stay out of the wild- 
card phase in the 4:35 p.m. contest. 

Ginebra got a lift from a victory by sister team 
San Miguel Beer over ТАК Text on Sunday asit 
ended up tied with Alaska for the second-best 
record after the long elimination round. 


2 AIRU'S Wynne Arboleda (left) and Aris 
aunahan (back) apply tough pressure on 
2 Ginebra import Rod Nealy in Sunday night's 
game. The Kings downed the Express, 121-116. 
INQUIERPHOTONUGUST DRACUZ 


Had the Beermen 
lost, the Kings would 
have been relegated to 
a quarterfinal stint, 
with the Aces and the 
Phone Pals battling for 
the second semifinal 
ticket 

“Being undermanned as we are, our mind-set 
was that we would be satisfied with whatever we 
get," Uichico said Sunday. 

“Being in the quarterfinals wouldnt be that 
bad. But of course, if we can get to the semifinals 
‘outright, it would be better” 

Red Bull, the defending champion here, 
topped the elimination round with a 13-5 slate. 
for the first Final Four berth. 

Ronald Tubid has been playing big of late and 
Rod Nealy is chuming out consistent numbers. 
Вой will be the main headaches for the Aces, 
‘who will also be very tough to crack with Rosell 
Ellis not showing signs at all of a hamstring pull. 

The energetic Tubid matched his career-high 
with 30 points in a 121-116 victory over Ai21. 
He also had 10 rebounds and Nealy 35 and 15 
boards in a two-headed battering ram the Ех- 
press could not stop all game. 

Alaska coach Tim Cone, meanwhile, has made 
his team peak at the right time, with Mike Cortez 
slowly but surely returning to fearsome form and 
Willie Miller transforming into the team's prima 
ry offensive option. 

Both teams match up pretty well, even though 
Alaska has won its two collisions with the Kings 
in this tournament. 

Galen Young was the architect of the Beer- 
mers 105.99 win over the Phone Pals as he 
scored 26 points, grabbed 15 rebounds and fell 
three assists short of a triple double. 

The loser of the San Miguel-Air21 game will 
goto the wildcard as the No. 6 seed, forging a col- 
lision with No. 9 Sta. Luĉia in a knockout match. 
‘The other pairing is between Coca-Cola and 
Purefoods. Musong R. Castillo 


GAMESTODAY | 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
4:35 p.m—San 
Miguel Beer vs Air21 
7:20 p.m.—Barangay 
Ginebra vs Alaska. 
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TO BALDNESS? 


FERDIE AGUSTIN, Business Executive 

"Му head seemed to be continually itchy. Then 
1 realized | was losing hair. Since baldness runs 
оп both sides of the family 1 got very worried it 
was happening to me. | heard about Svenson and 
called for a consultation. It cost me nothing to 
find out about my hair problem and what could 
ре done about it. After a series of treatments my 
worries ended. No more scalp irritations, no more 
hairloss, just healthier, much better-looking hair." 


& 


JOEL LACSON, Businessman 

"Му wife was concerned when she noticed hairs. 
left on my pillow every morning. | also knew there 
was something wrong — my itchy, irritated scalp 
was telling me. | wanted to get a specialist's 
opinion and went to Svenson. | was recommended 
а program of treatments for my particular scalp 
and hairloss problems. | wasn't disappointed! 
‘Treatments not only stopped my hair getting worse, 
they improved it. To this day I'm very satisfied!" 


SAVE YOUR HAIR AT SVENSON. Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


End Yo Your Hairloss Miser y Today 


MAKATI 
15/F GI Tower 


Call for Entries! = 


BINONDO 
Federal Tower 


ALABANG 
4/F Cinbonk-Frobelle 


CEBU 
TEL: 234-0851 


Bldg 7/¥ Keppel Cantie 


патретюон 


ла Notional Student 
Ал Competition. 


For more details log on WWW.artpetron.com 


Submission deadline: July 26- Bulk Plants & Aug.2 - Project Secretariat 


nm. 


Puentevella: RP will lose SEAG overall tit 


By June Navarro 


THE PHILIPPINES' CHIEF OF MISSION 
to this year's 24th Southeast Asian Games in 
‘Thailand says there's every reason to believe 
that the hosts will seize the overall tide from 
the Filipinos. 

Monico Puentevella, also vice president 
of the Philippine Olympic Committee, ex- 
pects the Filipinos to end up second this 
time. 


“A decent second (overall behind Thai- 
land)," said Puentevella. 

"The Bacolod congressman said that be- 
sides the trend that the host country has 
been winning the crown since 2001, the 
‘Thais have dominated the field whenever 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


Not that sports officials are already con- 
ceding the crown to the Thais, but the odds 
are simply stacked on their favor following 
their successful staging of the SEAG in the 


past. 
"Every time they (Thais) host the games, 


Bangkok before lording it over again in 
1995 Chiang Mai, the first time the games 
were held outside of the capital city. 

Atotal of 485 gold medals from 43 sports 
areat stake in the 24th edition of the games. 
to be held in three satellite venues in Thai- 
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le to Thailand 


During the SEAG Federation Council 
meeting, 46 more events were added, 
bringing the number of medals at stake to 
485 from 441, which was approved during 
the councils initial meeting last year 

Out of the 46 events added, 15 are con- 


the biennial event steps onto their territory. 

Puentevella, along with ranking POC and 
Philippine Sports Commission officials, ar- 
rived yesterday from a three-day summit 
sponsored by the SEAG Federation Council. 


SHAKEY’S V-LEAGUE 


Lady Archers 
best Letran; 


SSC rips UST 1 7 


By Romina S. Austria 


LA SALLE TURNED TO ITS GUEST PLAYERS TO SURVIVE A GRITTY LETRAN, 
25-22, 25-18, 23-25, 25-17, yesterday and snap a two-game losing skid in the 
Shakey's V-League women's volleyball tournament at The Arena in San Juan. 


In the first game, Adam- 
son posted its second straight 
win after three losses, top- 
pling Ateneo, 16-25, 20-25, 
25-22, 25-20, 15-13. 

Defending NCAA champi- 
оп San Sebastian got the bet- 
ter of UAAP titleholder Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas, 26- 
24, 25-14, 18-25, 25-21, to 
clinch at least a tie for the 
four remaining semifinal 
seats with its fourth win in 
fivestars. 

UST fell to 2-3 with its sec- 
ond straight defeat. 

With Thai Sanorseang 
Areerat and Amy Guanco at 
the fring end, the lady 
Archers thwarted repeated 
comeback attempts by the Lady Knights 
with smashes and crosscourt hits that put 
Letran’s defense in disarray. 

Mainstays Jacqueline Alara and 
Michelle Datuin joined the La Salle offen- 


Lyceum 
ssc 
Ateneo 
UST 
LaSalle 
‘Adamson 
FEU 
Letran 


ALBEE Benitez talks about the 2007 Bingo Bonanza RP Open during yesterday's PSA Forum at 


STANDINGS W 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(The Arena, San Juan) 
1 p.m.—Lyceum vs 
ust 
3p m—San Sebas- 
"lan vs Adamson. 
Spm—Aeneo vs Far 
Eastern 


sive in the second set when 
Leran dosed in at 1821, 
from а seemingly insur- 
mountable 19-11 La Salle 
lead. 

‘Alarca and Datuin, togeth- 
ег with Areerat, scored on 
their respective attacks one 
after the other as the Lady 
‘Archers took a two sets-o-nil 
lead. 

Although Letan capital- 
ized on Іа Salles end-game 
lapsés to take the third, 25- 
23, the revitalized Lady 
‘Archers could not be denied 
in the deciding set, this time 
protecting another 19-11 
lead. 

The win raised the Lady 
‘Archers’ record to 3-3 and kept them on 
target for a semifinal seat. 

Letran’s chances of entering the five 
team semisfinal round dimmed further as 
it remained in the cellar at 1-5. 


they always come out on top,” said 
Puentevella. 

Thailand hosted and won the inaugural 
of the regional meet in 1959 followed by 
overall victories in 1975 and 1985 held in 


ATENEO'S Thai guest player Kanchana Jindarat slams one in off Adamson standout 
Suzanne Roces and Janet Serafica moments before she experienced excruciating 
back pains. Jindarat was stretchered off the arena (below left). 


land scheduled on Dec. 6-16 

The games, with Nakhon Rachasima 
province as hub, will offically open on Dec. 
6 but football and shooting will kick off hos- 
tities as early as Nov. 29. 


sidered gold-medal potentials for Team 
Philippines with the additional events from 
dancesport, traditional boat race, diving 
and billiards boosting its stock on defending 
the overall crown it won two years ago. 


Gregorio 
attending 
cage draw 


NEWLY INSTALLED SAMAHANG BASKETBOL 
ng Pilipinas executive director Patrick Gregorio 
left for Japan yesterday to attend the drawing of 
lots in the Fibe-Asia Men's championship slated 
in Tokushima next month. 

There will be a total of 16 teams that will be di- 
vided into four groups in the tournament, De- 
fending champion China leads all the entries that 
will be shooting for one available slot їл the Bei- 
Jing 2008 Olympics next year. 

‘Asia's top four teams have been spread evenly 
in the four groups, with the Chinese in Group A, 
Lebanon in Group В, Qatar in Group C and Korea 
inGroupD. 

The draw would be very important, as only 
two teams from each group will advance to the 
quarterfinals. 

‘And coach Chot Reyes said the draw will play a 
big role in the Philippines bid to tab an Olympic 
berth, but he is aware of the fact that the im- 
provement of Asian teams doesn't make it as cru- 
cial a factor as before. 

"Were praying for the best,” Reyes said. “But 
realistically speaking, with the kind of teams 
playing, wala ka na ring pipiliin.” 

‘Musong К. Castillo 


www. Filoil s’finals: Lions, 
Lie in бег previous win oer he Archers slight picks 


vored University of Santo Tomas Tigress- 

1 University of Santo de dela. POWERHOUSES LA SALLE AND SAN BEDA HAVE 
еса mec been tagged the sight favorites over their respective. 
dy Falcons banked on power playing guest á 

opponents in the semifinais of the Filol Flying V Pre- 
player Suzanne Roces, who sparkled anew Season Invitational Cup on June 11 at The Arena in. 
with a game-high 31 points on top of 28 — san Juan. 
blocks. The La Salle Green Archers batt the National Uni- 

Adamson dropped the first two sets but versity Bulldogs in the 1 p.m. opener while the San 
took the next two to move one win behind“ Beda Red Lions tackle the University of the East Red 
LaSalle at23. + Warriors t 3 p.m. 

Ateneo, which lost guest player and Expected to lead the Green Archers run-and-gun 
playing assistant coach Kanchana Jindarat attack are veteran guard Tyrone Tang, JV Casio, Cholo 
to back spasms early in the fifth set, Vilanueva, James Mangahas and Rico Maierhoffer. 

The winners wil lash forthe tite on June 13. 


MIKASA 


dropped to 3-2. 


Shakey's Orosa. With Benitez are (from left) retired Gen. Edgar Aglipay, former First Lady Amelita 


“Ming” Ramos, and IMG's James White. 


Chen, Pi top attractions 
in RP Open badminton 


WORLD-RATED CHEN HONG AND PI HONG- 
yan banner the elite field when the 2007 Bingo 
Bonanza Philippine Open Badminton Champi- 
onships is staged on July 18-22 at the PhilSports 
‘Arena in Pasig City. 

Chen, the world's No. 3 from China, will head 
the men's singles cast, with the sixth-ranked Pi, 
the naturalized Frenchwoman originally from 
China, will be the player to watch in ladies play. 

"This marks Bingo Bonanza's second straight 
sponsorship of the Philippine Open after its suc- 
cessful staging of the event last year where 
Malaysian Hafiz Hashim and Indian teener Sania 
Nehwal reigned in the singles event. 

“E brings us pride and joy that the world's 
shuttlers will be back on Philippine soil, giving 
‘our countrymen the chance to watch them in per- 
son and at the same time give our local players an 
avenue to compete with the world's best" said 
Albee Benitez, president of Bingo Bonanza Corp., 
during the launch of the event in yesterday's PSA 
Forum at Shakey's on UN Ave. 

Other guests were Philippine Badminton Asso- 
ciation president Amelita “Ming” Ramos, PBA 
vice president retired Gen. Edgardo Aglipay and 
James White, VP of the organizing IMG. 

"Well try our best ro win,” said Ramos. "Unfor- 
tunately, some of the world's best players in bad- 
minton are in the region. It would still need some 
time and more financial help before we could re- 
ally be at par with them. The Bingo Bonanza 
Philippine Open is a step for us to achieve that.” 

Aside from China, France and host Philippines, 
other teams playing in the $120,000 tournament 
are Britain, Wales, Japan, Slovenia, Russia, Cana- 
da, Ireland, Italy, Switzerland and Iran. 

"The event serves as an Olympic qualifying. 


tournament and will give local players the chance. 
to obtain world-ranking points. 

Chen, back-to-back winner of the China and 
Denmark Opens last year, will be coming off a 
runner-up finish in the recent Asian Continental 
Championship and a semifinal stint in the In- 
donesian Super Series. 

(ters in the crack Chinese delegation Lu Yi and Gong Wei- 
Je (meris singes), Wang Yan and Zhu inging (women's sin- 
es}, Guo Zhendong/Xe Zhongbo (menis duties), Yang 
“лао Тообоо and Tian GngPan Pan (ades doubles) and 
"Zhang JurvZrang Тост (mined doubles). 

Oter who have confirmed participation: Andrew Smih of 
England, Swiss bets Marc Schneiderei and Thomas Heiniger 
(reris singes) and Gta Djajawasto and Tenn Peting (wom- 
пз singes], HenigenSchneidret: Ormar Curispay Donovan. 
Cuntapay (meris doubles), Dejgwasi/Paling (women’s dou- 
ties; PetingDonoven and DpjawastoiHeinigier (rized dou- 
es and Ti KushayantoMnar Timur (bed doubles). 


Rxe — 1-40WTd— 
Dulce My Love (3), Asime- 
goesty (6), Song Bird (4), 
Richie Rich (5) 

Race 2—Gwe 6 BY TOP CHOICE 
Oni Sound of Sience 
(10), Spark (7) Jgsaw Star (2), Smiling Jaeda (1), Quick Pay 
(A), Makati Haven (11) 

"Race S—{PertaOrvi}—The Dominator (5). Archer (8), 
Guided Missie (3), Sarat Меме (4), Coat of Arms (7) 

Race 4--Penta/Qrt/Trij—Heart of ne Wind (3), Ambot Sa 
Imo (4), Jae (5). Firehouse (7), Sandok (2) 

Race 5-—(Penta/Qr/Tr}—Farraguť’s Order (8), EJ Forever 
(©, Defiant (9). Angie Gray (2). Manta Magic (3) 

"Race 6— (Super OV Ir)—Dacd’s Gir (11), Blue Sheh 
(6), Romario (8). She Boom (12), Bul Knight (4), Rho Sig (3) 

Race 7—(Penta/QrV/Tri}—Relreshing (5). Gracetul Con- 
qui 4 Se Peanut (Mir Cod C Боне Sr 
mt 

Rice 8— Super 6/Ort/i)—Weskend Master (14), Bumpy 
Johnson (7). Gonfelon Story (1). Dode Dash (12), Ocean 
Cooke (10) Take Ten 9) 


NOW ITS OUR TURN TO ASK 
what's taking the NBA Finals too long 
tostar. 

‘There's this solid promise of a dif- 
ferent excitement, brand new and 
big. 

Fans could hardly wait to tum on 
the TV for more of LeBron James. 

‘Well, the truth is that, before King 
James could take the Cleveland Cava- 
liers to the Promised Land, there was 
only poet Krip Yuson, here at home, to 
regret having very little of LeBron on 
NBA opening week. 

Krip was in ass-kicking mood early 
lest November after a skimpy serving 
of what he honestly felt would be the 
most delicious NBA fare this season. 

Well, Krip could now afford to 
thump his chest and holler, “I told 


However, instead of burp, the fu- 
ture National Artist just sits there in 
quiet admiration, happy in the 
thought he had foretold what a 
great read the Adventures of King 
James would be. 

So, who else out there dared put 
his beer money on the Cavs, even 
after the defending champion Mia- 
mi had disintegrated, soon to be 
followed to the exit by the hitherto 
marvelous Mavericks of Dallas? 

Its like this. After the San Antonio 
Spurs moved into The Finals way 
ahead, there seemed no way to pre- 
vent another major confrontation 
with Detroit. 


LeBron James, no Pinoy idea of superstar 


Bare EYE 


+ 
NES 


Recab 
Trinidad X 


The Cavs were a long, long shot, a 
lost, hopeless pack after going down 
0.2'n their Eastern Conference cham- 
pionship series with the Pistons. 

Then LeBron James, on whose 
broad shoulders rested the Cavs’ pet- 
ту dwindled hope, morphed from a 
kitten into a killer tiger overnight. 

Here's how James, 22, ascertained 
himself of a niche in the Hall of Fame 
with an incandescent performance, as 
seen by Liz Robins of the New York 
Times: 

“Singlehandedly wresting that 
double-overtime win from Detroit on 
its home court, James emerged from 
his 48-point performance with an un- 
questionable killer instinct. And be- 
cause he scored 29 of his team's final 
30 points, he found himself smoth- 
егей by Pistons defenders in Game б. 
James simply displayed his deft touch 
asa leader, distributing the ball...” 

Of course, James would also get 
hit hard after allegedly cracking up 
and refusing to take charge in their 
two losses during the conference 
championship. 

But the question on whether he 
should have shot or passed in those 


forgettable games would instantly 
fizzle out. 

“I have nothing to prove to any- 
body" James said. “Tm a leader of 
а group of guys who believe in my 
decisions down the stretch. Every- 
body has always criticized the wayT 
play But I'm a TEAM-FIRST guy. 
"Thats how the game of basketball 
should be played." 

Simply put, James wanted it 
known that he had no intent what- 
soever of being another Michael 
Jordan. 

He also doesn't play the brand of 
ball-hog being perfected to extinc- 
tion by Kobe Bryant. 

"The NBA man of the hour doesn't 
wag his tongue on the foul line or 
when taking a gleeful layup. 

LeBron James instead incessant- 
ly gnaws at his fingernails, his big 
coal eyes darting, seeking for a 
chance to bestow heroism on 
nameless teammates. 

In short, he was, pardon this, not 
the Filipino's idea of a basketball 
star 

But expect many new-born kids 
around here to be named after this 
very different NBA star. 

(CORRECTION: Exactly a week to- 
day, the late sports editor Larry Galvez 
was inadvertently described here as 
having “intimidated how he owed his 
God a death.” The right word should be 
“intimated.” Sorry for the slip, and let's 
continue praying for the soul of this 
loyal friend. Sincerest thanks.) 


Spencer derby slated Friday 
THE SPENCER 5-COCK DERBY ON FRIDAY AT THE MAKATI COLI- 
seum will mark the second anniversary of the WTJ Sports and 
Amusement Corp. Veteran cocker-sportsman William Co will host 
the event in cooperation with fellow WT. promoters Lito Orilaza 
‘and Rudy Salud and with B-Meg Derby Ace and Gran Matador as 
sponsors. The winners will receive a guaranteed prize of P1 million. 
For submission of weights and inquiries, call 896-3545 or 895-6475. 


4 champion vying in SJC cockfest 

FRESH OFF THEIR VICTORIES IN RECENT BIG DERBIES, FOUR 
‘champions will try to extend their streaks in the SJC international 8- 
Cock Derby slated June 11, 13 and 15 at the San Juan Coliseum. 
Backed by Sagupaan Complexor 3000, the three-day derby dangles 
a guaranteed prize of P5 million. Partners Gem Coronel and Wilson 
‘Ong of Pampanga, winners of the second leg of the 2007 World. 
Slasher Cup last month, will join Makati Invitational champs Sam 
Mendoza and Ricky Valencia of Rizal in the stellar field. 


in Makati 


talent from Bicol. 


RP volley . . . 


Sta. Maria discovered the 


Police said that when he 
was shot, Borlagdatan was 
with his former La Salle-Das- 
mariñas teammates. 
Pretending to be lawmen, 
the suspects barged into the 
house of one of the victims at 
the Villa Catalina Subdivision 
in Barangay San Agustin 
around. 1:30 am. and told 
Borlagdatanis group that they 
needed to search the place. 
When one of Borlagdatan's 


From page A27 


friends asked for a search war- 
rant, the suspects announced 
the robbery and ordered the 
players and their friends to 
hand over their cell phones. 

Police said the gunmen 
opened fire when the players 
tried to fight them of, killing 
Quine and Balesa instantly 

Borlagdatan dove for safe- 
ty but took a bullet in the 
head, according to Su. 
Maria, Withareportfrom 
Marlon Ramos, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 
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CRITICS call the 2012 Olympics logo “disintegrated” and “outrageous.” 
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London Olympics logo draws flak 


LONDON—DESIGN CRITICS DE- 
scribed the jagged logo unveiled 
оп Monday for London’s 2012 
Olympic Games as messy and dat- 
ed with the most charitable saying 
itwas brave but poorly executed. 
The logo, four jigsaw-like pieces 
forming the numbers 2012 and 
coming in a range of colors from 
hot pink to electric blue, was salut- 
ed as innovative by Jacques Rogge, 
president of the Intemational 


Olympic Committee. 


“(It was) an early indication of 
the dynamism, modemity and in- 
lusiveness with which London 
2012 will leave its Olympic mark,” 
hesaid. 

Design and advertising profes- 
sionals were less enthused 

"The predominant emotional 
feel is more about a sense of disinte- 
gration, What I almost see is a map 
of London divided into boroughs,” 
said Chris Bullar, who teaches cre- 
ative advertising at the London Col- 


lege of Communication. “The 2012 
is difficult at first sight to pick out” 

Patrick Burgoyne, editor of Cre- 
ative Review, a leading visual com- 
munication magazine, said people 
‘with whom he had spoken about 
the logo were “quite shocked and 
quite outraged.” 

Burgoyne said it was not likely to 
stand the test of time such as logos 
for past Games, such as Munich 
1972, but he still found some posi- 
tive elements in the design. 


Roaring Rafa on a rol 


Spanish hotshot sweeps Hewitt, gains quarters 


PARIS—RAFAEL NADALS STROKES ARE AL- 
‘ways accompanied by lots of grunting, so 
the French Open must be more difficult than 
his results make it look. 

Still unbeaten at Roland Garros, Nadal, who 
celebrates points with loud screams, completed 
the men’s quarterfinal field Monday by sweeping 
Lleyton Hewitt, 6-3, 6-1, 7-6 (5). 

‘The two-time defending champion is 18-0 
lifetime at the French Open, which seems to be 
getting easier for him: For the first time, he 
reached the final eight without losing a set. 

“Т played my best match of the tournament,” 
Nadal said. “Lleyton is always a very good test 
and a very tough match, because he is a winner. 
Tm happy with my game today" 

A potential showdown looms Sunday be- 
tween the No. 2-seeded Nadal and top-ranked 
Roger Federer, who seeks his first French Open 
title to complete a career Grand Slam. 

Nadal's opponent Wednesday will be fellow 
Spaniard Carlos Moya, the 1998 champion. 

“I prefer to lose against him than against any 
other player because he is a great friend,” Nadal 
said, “He did a lot of things for me when I arrived 
on the men's circuit.” 

Moya declined to take credit for Nadals domi- 


THENBA 
championship. 
series between 
the San Antor 
Spursand the 
Cleveland 
Cavaliers will 
feature 
superstars Tim. 
Duncan (left) and 
LeBron James. 
SEUTESS A 


LOS ANGELES—THE ONLY 
thing standing in the way of Le- 
Bron James and Cleveland's 
first National Basketball Associ- 
ation title is a seasoned San An- 
tonio team that has won three 
championships in eight years 

Against long odds, Cleveland. 
eliminated the Detroit Pistons in. 
six games. 

"They kind of snuck up on ev- 
erybody" Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich said of Cleveland. 

San Antonio, which won in 
each ofits three previous trips to 
the finals in 1999, 2003, 2005, 
hosts the first game of best-of- 
seven finals on Thursday. Game 
‘Twois Sunday at the San Anto- 
nio arena. 

“Tm not sure how rare they 
think itis since they've been 
there quite often considering 
their young ages and time in the 
league,” Popovich said. “But they 
know its the finals and that 
would take care of any possible 
complacency I would think.” 

Топоопе great surprise San 
‘Antonio isin the 2007 finals but 
few outside of Cleveland expect- 
ed the Cavaliers to be there. 

‘That is until young superstar 
James took the bull by the hors, 
elevating Cleveland to a rarified 
level in his fourth season with 
the Cavs. 4 

But along with fis individual. 
heroics, which included a jaw- 
dropping 48-point eruption in 
Game Five which featured him 
scoring the last 25 points of his 
team, James also has matured as 
a leader—one who has been 
тоге than willing to share the 
glory with his teammates. 

“There is no way we would be 
here in the Eastern Conference 
finals or winning the Eastern 
Conference finals fit was a one- 
man show,” he said. 

“Irs never happened in NBA 
history it would never happen in 


nice.” 


the league. 


Spurs all read 
for NBA Finals 
vs ‘sneaky Cavs 


the NBA where a team has one 
guy and he does t all" 

James even drew praise on 
Monday from NBA legend 
Michael Jordan, who said James 
is showing signs of greatness. 

"Making The Leap’ is where 
you doit every single night,” Jor- 
дап said. “It is expected of you 
and you do it. What just ran- 
spired was needed for the 
league, needed for Cleveland 
and needed for LeBron.” 

Said three-time finals MVP 
Duncan: “Pm just hoping every 
‘once in a while they throw the 
Spurs in there, in between the 
LeBron highlights, that would be 


nance: “I don't think he leamed anything from 
me. And if he did, he did it much better than me." 

The other quarterfinal Wednesday will be be- 
tween No. 125-ranked Igor Andreev and No. 6- 
seeded Novak Djokovic. 

Andreev, who eliminated No. 3-seeded Andy 
Roddick in the opening round, advanced to his 
first major quarterfinal by rallying past No. 16 
‘Marcos Baghdatis, 2-6, 6-1, 6-3, 6-4. Djokovic 
‘swept unseeded Fernando Verdasco, 6-3, 6-3, 7- 
6 (1), to reach the final eight for the second con- 
secutive year 

“Last year, I honestly didn't expect to be in th 
quarterfinals,” the 20-year-old Djokovic said. 
was pretty much satisfied with my achievement. 
‘This year is much different." 

‘The marquee pairing in the women's quarter- 
finals Tuesday features two-time defending 
champion Justine Henin against eight-time 
Grand Slam champion Serena Williams. Їз a re- 
match of their contentious 2003 semifinal at 
Roland Garros 

Hewitt had beaten Nadal in four of their six 
previous meetings, but on clay the matchup of 
baseliners was a mismatch from the outset. 
Nadal won 16 of the first 20 points. 

“Не just hits the ball so much differendy to 


anyone out there,” Hewitt said. “His spin off 
his forehand—its quite amazing. Не can 
really work it over” 

"The No. 14-seeded Hewitt led for most 
ofthe third set and held advantages of 4-2 
and 5-4 in the tiebreaker But he blew an 
easy forehand to make it S-all, then netted 
another easy forehand on the final point. 

Nadal displayed racket wizardry even 
between points, when he drew applause 
for an over-theshoulder catch on ће 
strings ofa ball lobbed from the other end of 
the court. He's bidding to become the first man 
to win a third consecutive French Open title 
since Bjom Borg was champion in 1978-81. 

Moya overcame his relative inexperience to 
beat Jonas Bjorkman. A Roland Garros perenni- 
al, Moya was nonetheless the younger player 
Monday, and he swept the 35-year-old Bjork- 
man, 7-6 (5), 62,75 

Wearing a sleeveless shirt and his cap back- 
ward, the 30-year-old Moya hardly looked like 
an old-timer. But he became the oldest man to 
reach the final eight at the French Open since 
Andre Agassi in 2003. 

Moya has won two of his previous five match- 
es against Nadal. 


Cleveland won both regular 
season matchups against San 
Antonio, including spoiling the 
Spurs’ home opener The teams 
met again in January in Cleve- 
land where James scored 19 
points in another win. 

“We lost to them twice this 
season," Duncan said. "They're 
ona high right now, playing with 
alot of confidence.” 

James led the Cavaliers to 
their first Eastern Conference ti- 
tleand now the possib 
first championship in Cleveland. 
in any sport since the gridiron 
‘Browns of the National Football 
League won the ttle in 1964. 

Popovich warned against tak- 
ing this series as a battle be- 
tween two marquee names in 


ity ofthe 


“They wouldn't be in the fi- 
nals without LeBron, we 
wouldn't be in the finals without 
‘Tim Duncan," Popovich said 
Sunday. “That goes without say- 
ing. But they still would not be in 
the finals, nor would we, if we 
didn’t each have our supporting 
casts. Everybody else has to fit.” 

"Teams get to finals and teams 
‘win championships, and their 
team fits," he added. 
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“It doesn't have Big Ben or a 
Union Jack or a crown on it, so the 
designers should be at lezst ap- 
plauded for not going down the 
wearily predictable route,” he said. 

He also said the logo was well 
suited for the multi-media age, 
ending itself to animation and on- 
Tine display. 

On newstodaycom, a popular 
online forum for designers, contri 
wtors registered their disappoint- 
ment. Reuters 


Ар RAFAEL Nadal lets loose a scream after beating Lleyton Hewitt. 
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Anton rules 
Hillclimb tilt 
for 14th title 


BAGUIO ACE CARLOS ANTON ADDED 
another entry to his sterling racing career by 
ruling the first Philippine Hillclimb champi- 
onship at the Mt. Samat Hill recently. 

‘Though Anton finished only third overall in 
the final leg, it gave him enough points to 
claim the King of the Hill plum. 

It was Anton's 14th national crown in 18 
years of racing. His colorful portfolio includes 
three championships in slalom, two in kart- 
ing, one each from rallycross/dirt trials and 
Formula Toyota and six from Formula Toyota. 
series. He also has two autocross titles in 
Guam and boasts a victory in the GT Au- 
tocross race in Varano, Italy, in July 2004. 

But his achievement in the Philippine Hill. 
was his most memorable and challenging yet. 

“Tm glad we clinched it,” said Anton. “The 
computer box went off safe mode and I could 
only rev to 7500 rpms as against my usual 
9000 rpms, so 1 am glad we got the points 
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CARLOS ANTON, expertly driving a Mark Young-sponsored Honda CRX, negotiates the 
tricky route en route to becoming the first Philippine Hillclimb champion. 


needed to win this title." 

Jan de la Merced drove his Subaru STI to 
first place with Carlo Garcia in an Evolution 6 
coming in second. 

Anton was backed by Yokohama-Au- 
toshack and Mark Young Racing Team. 

"Anton lived up to expectation and he 
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drove very professionally with the title always 
оп mind,” said Mark Young. “I think this part- 
nership will get stronger as the years go by.” 
Anton's teammate Alvin Santos finished a 
whisker behind Anton in every leg, thus giv- 
ing Anton the points protection he needed for 
the title. Inquirer Sports Staff 
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RP pool bet 
misses 300 


IT WAS TED ROBLES’ TURN TO 
sizzle in the 36th PBC-Boysen In- 
ternational Open Tenpin Bowling. 
championships at the SM Mall of 
Asia Bowling Centre late Monday 


Robles, a national pool rookie, 
found his rhythm on lanes 9 and 10 
and tried to zero in on a 300 score in 
ihe third game by bowling ten 
straight strikes using a 15-pound 
Strom Shift ball 

But like pool teammate Richie 
Poblete, the bespectacled 25-year- 
old who started poorly with a 168, 
fell short when he missed the 7 pin 
inthe 11th game en route to a 289. 

“The hook of my ball was not 
strong enough so missed,” said the. 
Pasig Bowling Association team 
mainstay after missing the feat. 

Robles closed out with a four- 
game tally of 936 and moved into 
third spot of the meris Open singles 


їп а tie with fellow national pool 
member Tyrone Ongpauco and sev- 
en pins behind Poblete. 

Nicodemus Valderama clung to 
top spot after bowling 936 earlier in 
the event backed by Timberpro. 

“It would be excellent if a Filipino 
should score a perfect 300 in the 
PBC Open before the foreigners 
come," Philippine Bowling Congress 
executive vice president Jaime Dy- 
chauco said. 

Sharing the spotlight on Day 3 of 
the tournament were veterans Jojo 
Canare and Bong Coo, also the PBC 
secretary general, as the Timberpro 
duo combined for a 785 to pace the 
ladies’ Open double competitions. 

‘They relegated the erstwhile top 
tandem of Apple Posadas and Marjo 
Reyes to second at 750 while Team- 
Prima's Trixie de Luna and Marjo 
Reyes were third with a 723 output. 

Inquirer Sports Staff 


Montana-Davao stuns Pagadian 


DAVAO CITY—MONTANA PAWN- 
shop-Davao stunned favored Pagadi- 
an, 9490, on Monday in the 2007 
Spring Cooking Oil-NBC National Cup 
basketball tournament at the Almen- 
ras gym here. 

Henry Fernandez spewed fire from 
the start as businessman Armando 
Quibod’s Jewelers snapped a five- 
game losing streak in the tourney. 

Fernandez shot 7-of 15 from the 
floor and sank 10 of his conference- 


high 13 free throws to lead all scorers 
with 28 points. 

Junel Jawod and Tonyboy Espinosa 
ably backed Fernandez as the Jewelers 
posted their third win in 11 games. 

Mayor Sammy Co's Explorers had 
five players in twin digits, but the Jew- 
elers proved steadier at crunchtime. 

The league is being supported by 
Sulpicio Lines, Spring Cooking Oil, Ya- 
hoo Phils, San Miguel Beer, Caltex, 
Sun Cellular, Firefly Lightings, Trans 


Asia Shipping Lines, Molten, Nature’s 
Spring Basketball TV and Viva Prime 
Channel. 

The scores: 

DAVAO B4—femandez 28, Jawad 12, Es- 
pinosa 12, Panoio 9, Araman 8, Hanga 7, Canlas 
7, Abanes 6, Braga 5, Ayson 0, Lamocha 0 

PAGADIAN 90—Daja 15, Orquilas 15, Salud- 
sod 14, Quilo 12, Vilaver 15, Sinco 5, Mamaclay 
4, Singedas 4, Asaytono 4, Pamaran 2, Arquero 
O, Huetar O, Cortez, Ayuk 0, Naron 0 

Quarters: 16-19, 39-39, 60-57, 94-90 
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May inflation up but still within range 


the mineral samples on display at the 7th 
Makati Shangri-La in Makati City. 


SAN MIGUEL CORP, SOUTHEAST ASIAS 
largest food and drinks firm, wants to explore 
foriron, gold and copper in Mindoro province, 
according to a senior government off 

‘Angelo Reyes, environment and natural 
resources secretary, said that the company 
had already filed an application for explo- 
ration rights in the province believed to 
contain gold and nickel reserves. 

San Miguel recently announced it would 
seek new growth engines by investing in 
mon-allied ventures such as power, infras- 
tructure and mining, after dominating the 
home market for beer, liquor, dairy, poultry 
and processed food. 

“San Miguel Is looking at doing some ex- 
oration work in Mindoro,” Reyes said. 
This will be for iron, gold, copper." 

Ramon Ang, San Miguel president, has 
filed for a mineral exploration authority, 
along with a sister firm of San Miguel, said 
Horacio Ramos, director of the Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau, 

‘Ang has personal investments Їп other 
sectors such as cement, and is part ofa con- 


VICE President Noli De Castro and Benjamin Philip Romualdez (left and center) study 


"Pacific Mining Conference exhibit at the 
INQUIRER PHOTORUDY ESPERAS 


From beverages, SMC now 
wants to dip its hand in mining 


sortium that tried to bid for the Philippines’ 
national electricity grid in February. 

San Miguel previously said it would raise 
its capital stock to 7.5 billion shares equiva- 
lent to about P37.5 billion ($822 million), 
from the present 4.5 billion shares, to raise 
funds for its new ventures, pay down debt 
and finance a possible share buyback. 

During the 7th Asia-Pacific Mining Con- 
ference and Exhibition, Reyes also an- 
nounced that the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources has approved 
‘an additional 11 mineral agreements and 
exploration permits, which are expected to 
generate at least P225 million in invest- 
ments over the next two years. 

The newly approved projects include six 
mineral production sharing agreements 
(MPSAs) and five exploration permits (EPs). 

Hard Rock Mineral Trading Ine. received its 
MPSA for the exploration and development of 
nickel und cobalt deposits in Zamboanga Ску 

East Const Mineral Resources Co. Inc. re- 
ceived two separato MPSAs for its nickel, 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


The inflation figure for May was 
well within the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas’ projected range of 2.1 to 
2.8 percent. 

"The BSP had said weather condi- 
tions would not affect agricultural 
production, and that the rise in oil 
prices would be relatively benign. 

“(Inflation in May) confirms the 
BSP's assessment of some short- 
lived pressure from El Nifio and the 
creeping oil prices,” BSP Gov 
Amando Tetangco Jr told reporters. 
“We expect a continuing environ- 
ment of low and stable inflation." 

The May inflation rate was 0.1 
percentage point higher than the 
23 percent recorded in April, and 
brought the average inflation rate 
for the first five months of the year 
192.7 percent. The average was still 
relatively benign and did not 
threaten the BSP%s full-year target 
of 4t05 percent. 

Core inflation, which factors out 
volatile prices of selected food and 
energy items, remained at 2.6 per- 
cent, the same rate posted in March 
and April. 

According to the National Statis- 


FOREIGN-CURRENCY DENOMINAT 
ed deposits posted a double-digi 
growth in April from the same month a 
year ago, marking the rise of capital in- 
flows into the country, the Bangko Sen- 


n curren 

‘banks hit 

pore 

cent increase from the $ 

recorded In the same mont 

On a month the lnt- 

est amount of deposits In foreign cur- 

rencies was 0.4 percent higher than the 
$18.077 billion recorded in March, 


last year 
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INCREASE IN CONSUMER PRICES SETTLED 
within the official forecast at 2.4 percent in May 
from the same period last year, as the stronger peso 
and absence of supply disruptions tempered the rise 
in the cost of food and other commodities. 


ties Office (NSO), all commodity 
groups—except fuel, light and wa- 
ter (FLW)—recorded a slowdown 
in inflation. 

Inflation rate for food, beverage 
and tobacco (FBT) decelerated to 
2.6 percent in May from 2.8 per- 
cent in April, while that for clothing 
hit 2.5 percent from the previous 
month's 2.6 percent. 

Inflation rate for services slowed 
down to 1.9 percent from 2.3 per- 
cent, while that for miscellaneous 
items eased to 1.6 percent from 1.7 
percent. 

Housing and repairs registered a 
L4-percent inflation rate, similar to 
the April figure. But FLW posted a 
faster rate of 4 percent from only 
2.2 percent the previous month. 

For food alone, inflation rate 
eased to 2.6 percent from 2.7 per- 
cent. This took into account the fol- 
lowing food items: Rice (whichreg- 8 
istered a 1.5-percent inflation ate), 0, 
com (3.7 percent), dairy products h 
(3.8 percent), fish (3.1 percent), 
miscellaneous food (2.3 percent), 
egg (63 percent), fruits and veg. CI 


MAY INFLATION’ B3 


The governments economic man- 
agers claimed that the rising inflows of 
capital signaled that the country was 
already regaining confidence of in- 
vestors brought on by its improving 
macroeconmic fundamentals 

he Philippine economy, as men- 

red by Из gross domestic product, 
grew 6.9 percent in the first quarter 
from a year earlier It was its strongest 
performance in 17 years. 

"The Arroyo administration has also cit- 
ed is improving fiscal condition, marked 
by a reduction in the budget deficit, as key 
10 winning investor confidence, 
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(Gee stock market report on Page B6) 


Shares fall 0.40% 


HARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 
40 percent lower as profit-taking took 
old after a three-day rally that took the 


market to record highs, dealers sald. 
Investors were also keeping an eye on 


hina's stock markets, where sentiment 
SHARES/B3 


Foreign currency deposits on the rise 


The rise in foreign capital inflows 
and growth in remittances from over- 
sens Filipino workers are credited for 
the increase in FCDU deposits and the 
strengthening of the peso to record- 
high levels. 

But although the rise in the inflow of 
foreign cnpital and OFW remittances 
has the benefit of boosting aggregate 
demand and eventually economic 
growth, it has the downside of beefing 
up liquidity in the system. 

The BSP has raised lts concern carll- 
er over growing domestic liquidity, 
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4 firms rise up to answer 
MRT 7 ‘Swiss challenge’ 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


FOUR COMPANIES HAVE SIGNIFIED THEIR IN- 
tent to take on the so-called “Swiss challenge" for 
the MRT 7 project, according to a Department of 
‘Transportation and Communications offical. 

‘The government hopes to award the project 
by the end of the year, said Guiling Mamon- 
diong, DOTC undersecretary for ral. 

“Four entities got the bid documents and 
would submit their respective bids on June 
25," Mamondiong told the Ingumer. “Their 
technical and financial reports will be reviewed 
first, and the best qualifying bid will have to be 
matched by the original proponent, which is 
Universal LRT Corp. Ltd. (ULC), in 30 days. 
Otherwise the best challenger will get the job.” 

Under a Swiss challenge, a firm is afforded 
the chance to match the offer of the highest 
bidder. The DOTC official declined to reveal 
who the challengers are. 

MRT 7 is a23-km rail line that will run along 
Commonwealth Avenue, Regalado Avenue 
and Qurino Avenue Extension up to San Jose 
del Monte, Bulacan. It will have 14 stations and 
connect to the North Edsa station of MRT 3. 

ULC managing director and chief executive 
Eli Levin earlier said that his firm is ready for 
the competing bids and that he doubts whether 
its $1.235-billion proposal will be matched. 

ULC has already posted a performance bond 
of $1.9 billion and submitted documents to the 
government, affirming that itis deficit-neutral 
status, and has an internal rate of return of 
11.7 percent. Its bid also has a real estate com- 


May inflation up ... 


From page BI 


tables (2.9 percent), meat (2.7 percent) and ce- 
real preparations (3.4 percent) 

"The peso closed at 46.3 against the US dollar 
in May, stronger than the 52.86 finish in the 
‘same month last year. A stronger peso makes im- 
ported goods cheaper, which helps slow down 
overall inflation, 

Victo Abola, economist from the University of 
Asia and the Pacific, said the increase in con- 
sumer prices in May was also a result of higher 
demand by households and increase in govern- 
ment spending for the elections. 

With the end of election-related spending, 
Abola said, inflation may post more benign rates 
in June and July. 

But he said inflation could pick up in the sec- 
ond half, when companies normally schedule 
their importation. Abola said inflation could set- 
Че at an average of between 3 to 3.2 percent for 
the full year. 

Abola said that, with inflation kept at benign 
levels, the BSP need not tighten its. monetary 
policy, and instead leave more room for higher 
‘consumer demand and faster economic growth. 


From beverages ... 


From page BI 


cobalt, chromite and iron development in 
Loreto, Surigao del Norte, and another pro- 
ject involving in Libjo, Surigao del Norte. 

Holcim Philippines Inc. was granted the 
right to explore for limestone in La Union, 
while Apex Mining Co. Inc. would get to de- 
velop gold, copper, silver and zinc resources 
in Compostela Valley Berong Nickel Corp. re- 
ceived its MPSA for a project in Palawan. 

‘The recipients of EPs were Ivanhoe Philip- 
pines Inc., Colossal Mining Corp., and Norte 
de Oro Mining and Industrial Corp. 

‘About P196 million in investments are ex- 
pected from the initial exploration activities 
of the six new MPSAs, while almost P29 mil- 
lion in initial exploration funds have been al- 
located for the five new EPs. 

Sixof these 11 new projects have foreign part- 
ners. Amy R. Remo, with a report from Reuters 


Foreign currency ... 


From page BI 


which it said could put the government's infla- 
tion targets at risk if left unresolved. 

For this reason, the BSP last month opened a 
facility whereby trust departments of banks 
could directly park their funds with the central 
bank. The BSP also offered special interest rates 
for govemment-owned and -controlled corpo- 
rations (GOCCs) that would deposit their in- 
vestable funds to the central bank 

‘The interest rates offered to the GOCCs are 
higher than rates on government securities with 
comparable maturity. This measure was meant 
to siphon ОЁ excess liquidity in the system and 
help ensure that the government's inflation tar- 
get would be met. 

"The BSP earlier reported that money supply, 
‘as measured by the M3, grew 26.3 percent in 
April from a year ago. Authorities said а comfort- 
able level of growth in domestic liquidity is any- 
thing less than 20 percent. Otherwise, inflation 
targessmaybebreached. — Michelle V Remo 


Shares fall 0.4096 


From page ВІ 


remained shaky after recent sharp falls, they 
added. 

The composite index closed 14.8 points 
lower at 3,608.14 after moving between 
3,594.02 and 3,622.94. 

The all-share index fell 7.38 points to 
2,296.01. 

There were 62 decliners and 53 advancers, 
while 53 stocks were unchanged. 

Volume amounted to 4.46 billion shares 

SHARES B6 


ponent for residential and commercial areas, 
including а new mall in Bulacan. 

"There will be а $309-million equity invest- 
ment and $926-million debt financing," Levin 
said. 

‘A number of foreign banks have already ex- 
pressed interest in facilitating the loan. 

Оп the real estate component, the consor- 
tium plans to construct 2,500 residential units 
and 300 office units every year on 174 ha of 
Лала in Bulacan, Universal LRT will also build а 
22-km access road and 20-ha bus and train de- 
pot. 

Fares for the гай line, designed to decongest 
the East Avenue and Commonwealth corridor, 
will be pegged at an average of P27, and will go 
upevery year. 

‘Under the proposed contract, government 
will support the MRT 7 project by advancing 
$108 million to Universal LRT for 10 years. 
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Alook at Cebu 
Auto Show 2007 


Text and photos by Alvin Uy 
(Contributor) 


LL ROADS LED TO AYA- 
A: Center Cebu as World- 

bex held its second Cebu 
Auto Show last weekend. In the 
Ayala open parking lot, a cus- 
tom-built air-conditioned tent 
provided the venue with more 
than 3,000 square meters in 
covered floor area. 

Aside from the car brands and acces- 
sories that exhibited in the show, a car 
competition was held two days prior to 
the show. All the seven category winners 
in the competition including the most 
coveted Best of Show winner were also 
displayed in the exhibition area. 


Winners 

‘A modified Mazda RXB bagged top 
honors as Best of Show winner and as 
Best Japanese Sports Car while another 
notable winner was a pristine World War 
JI McArthur Jeep that was meticulously 
restored by its owner. 

The jeep came complete with a turret 
machine gun and other military acces- 


CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA—FOR US 
Philippine motorists, the most exciting 
news coming from the 2007 Conference 
Week of the FIA here is that iRAP may fi- 
nally reach our country. 

iRAP (International Road Assess- 
ment Program) supports the Make 
Roads Safe campaign of the Federation 
Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA), 
the Paris-based global organization that 
is better known for governing motor 
sports such as Formula One and the 
World Rally Championship. As the only 
FIA member club in the Philippines, Au- 
tomobile Association Philippines (ААР) 
was invited to send delegates to 2007 
Conference Week, thus this column. 


High-risk roads 

RAP does for roads what the NCAP 
(New Car Assessment Program) has 
done for cars, in this case targeting 
high-risk roads where large numbers 
are killed and seriously injured, and in- 
specting them to identify where afford- 
able programs of safety engineer- 
ing—from pedestrian crossings to safe- 
ty fences—could reduce the number of 
fatalities and casualties. 

Of the 1.2 million people who die 
and of the 50 million who are injured or 
permanently disabled in road accidents 
annually, more than 85 percent oceur in 
developing countries. Because of iRAB 
road deaths in high-income countries 
are expected to fall between 2000 and 
2020, but they are likely to increase by 


Nissan holding ‘Imagination Factory’ design forum 


NISSAN MOTOR CO. LTD. HAS BEGUN 


parting its culture of advanced automotive 
design through a series of design forums ti 


HYUNDAI display 


sories sourced from various parts of the 
world. It has been with the owner's fami- 
ly for more than half a century and dur- 
ing its restoration, they purposely left a 
hole on its metal sheet floor made by a 
bayonet by a G.I. soldier during the war. 
This battle-scarred show entry was a sur- 
prise winner during the competition. 


Fighting back 

In a province where there are second- 
hand grey market dealers in almost ev- 
ery street corner of Metro Cebu, the for- 
mal auto industry is fighting back by ас- 
tively supporting automotive events like 


the Cebu Auto Show. A few months ago, 
BPI and Equitable Bank held auto loan 
mall tours encouraging new vehicle 
sales. 

‘Among the automotive brands that 
participated in the Cebu Auto Show 
2007 were Chevrolet, Hyundai, Kia, 
Mazda, Maxxis, Microtex, Mobil, Moth- 
ers, Motolite, Motul, Nankang, Pirelli, 
Suzuki, Total, Top Gear, Toyota and 
Yamaha. 

Organizers of the Cebu Auto Show are 
the same group behind the recently con- 
cluded Manila International Auto Show 
(MIAS 2007), which brought in world- 


iRAP: Making roads safe 


ON THE 
RoAD 


Aida 1 
Sevilla-Mendoza 


more than 80 percent in th 
world. Working with the FIA Founda- 
tion for the Automobile and Society and 
the World Bank, iRAP has reduced the 
annual death toll in Europe, the United 
States and Australia. In the United 
Kingdom, half the high-risk roads have 
been eliminated. 


iRAP model 

The question is whether the devel- 
oped country iRAP model will work in 
developing countries. There are still 
many countries in which fundamental 
road safety education and enforcement 
(seatbelts, helmets, drink-drive and 
general adherence to traffic regula 
tions) are not in place. In these coun- 
tries, basic infrastructure such as clear 
signs and road markings is needed if 
road users are to know what they are 
expected to do and if the police are to 
effectively enforce traffic laws. 

Moreover, in many developing coun- 
tries including the Philippines, occu- 
pants of privately owned buses, con- 
verted pickup trucks and minibuses are 
at high risk in run-off crashes, intersec- 
tion crashes and head-on collisions. 


IM- hosted the event at Eslite Bookstore 


cussions between Nissan de: 


Pedestrians 

Aside from these, pedestrians ac- 
count for between 40 and 75 percent of 
all road deaths, mainly while crossing a 
road where safe crossing facilities are 
not provided and walking along the 
road where there are no footpaths or 
sidewalks. Motorcyclists and moped 
riders also figure in a high percentage 
of road deaths, especially in Asia where 
up to 70 percent of all road deaths ar 
motorcyclists or moped riders. 

IRAP has been organizing in five de- 
veloping countries to make roads safe 
and thus save lives. In pilot projects in 
Malaysia, South Africa, Costa Rica and 
Chile early this year, road inspections 
were led by the local automobile club 
and an established RAP team (EuroRAR 
AusRAP and usRAP). The projects were 
supported by research institutions, gov- 
ernments and road safety organizations 
with iRAP providing training, manuals 
and web tools to build and sustain na- 
tional capacity. 


Process 

The iRAP process involves five steps: 

1) Define the road network where fa- 
tal and serious injuries are likely to be 
concentrated; 

2) Inspect roads and identify serious 
deficits in infrastructure; 

3) Generate affordable, large-scale 
countermeasure packages; 4) Estimate 
costs, casualty reduction benefits and 
scale of economic return; and, 


n Taipei 


The Taipei design forum included panel dis 
ignors and 


famous stunt performer Russ Swift from 
the United Kingdom. Andrew Bello, mar- 
keting manager of Total Philippines, 
commended the organizers for being 
able to elevate MIAS to a show of inter- 
national taste and decided to co-sponsor 
their events. 


Looking forward 

The demand for motor vehicles is 
quite strong in this region particularly 
with a robust export economy as well as 


ONE of the models of the Yamaha booth 
even looks like the firm's famous endorser. 


5) Recommend high-potential net- 
work safety upgrading program and ac- 
tion. 

‘The inspection method used to assess 
roads can be done manually by using 
“drive through” inspections with rating 
completed on specialized equipment 
and using video collection and labora- 
tory scoring 


Rates of return 

Affordable road infrastructure im- 
provements can cut road casualties on a 
significant national scale in the short, 
medium and long term. But this is only 
possible if whole roads and networks on 
which large numbers of deaths and seri- 
ous injuries have taken place are targeted 
systematically with the application of ef- 
fective countermeasures. Rates of return 
are high, rarely less than 100 percent per 
year and often much higher. 

Building on the strengths of the pilot 
project in Malaysia, iRAP plans to focus 
on the Asia Highway and implement 
more developing country programs. A 
high-level meeting may be held next 
year in Malaysia to show the banks how 
TRAP succeeded there and thus gener 
ate funding for iRAP projects in the 
Philippines and Singapore with the n 
tional auto club in each country provid- 
ing the initiative. Inthe Philippines, the 
Asian Development Bank and Road Tax 
Fund are likely sources of funding, ac- 
cording to ААР director David Arcenas, 
‘who also attended Conference Week. 
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ARESTORED World War Il McArthur 
Jeep is complete with artillery. 


good influx of OFW (overseas Filipino 
workers) remittances. Aside ftom a 
strong export industry, Cebu is also a hub. 
for high-quality furniture, which is not 
surprising that the custom cars that par- 
ticipated in the show competition have 
very good paint finishes. 

Encouraged by the thousands of visi- 
tors that went to see the show, the orga- 
nizers are looking forward to next year's 
show which is expected sometime in 
summer. 


MortorScope 


Reader’s Digest Trusted 


Brands awardee 

HONDA CARS PHILIPPINES INC. WAS SELECT- 
ed as 2007 Reader's Digest Trusted Brands Gold 
awardee under the cr category. In ап awarding 
‘ceremony held at the Peninsula Manila Hotel, 
HOPI and other Trusted Brands winners were 
recognized by Reader's Digest as market leaders 
in their respective fields. 

Since 1999, Honda has been a consistent 
Trusted Brands awardee. “This would not 
have been possible without the continuous 
trust and patronage of our beloved con- 
sumers," Honda Cars Philippines VP Mar- 
keting Arnel Doria said 

He added, "We are deeply grateful for 
nine years of constant recognition and con- 
tinuous trustin our brand. We are truly hon- 
огей and your confidence in us drives Hon- 
da in providing world-class vehicles and 
services, and in working toward ultimate 
customer satisfaction." 

Winners of Reader's Digest survey have 
been voted by readers of Reader's Digest in 
seven Asian markets namely Hong Kong, In- 
dia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Malaysia 
and the Philippines. In partnership with 
Nielsen Media Research, world leader in 
media research and analysis, Reader's Di- 
gest Asia sent over 300,000 questionnaires 
and conducted 3,500 phone interviews. 
Twenty-two percent of questionnaire re- 
spondents and 14 percent of phone inter- 
View sample came from the Philippines. 

Consumers were asked to name their sin- 
gle most trusted brand among 43 categories 
of products and services, and then rate the 
brand based on six factors: trustworthiness, 
credible image, quality, value, understand- 
ing of customer needs and innovation. 


Avictory for a greener 


motor sport 

VOLVO ORIGINAL RACING WON THE FIRST 
leg of the Swedish Touring Car Champi- 
onship—the STCC—at Sturup Raceway in 
Skåne. 


tled the “Imagination Factory,” a first for an 
automotive manufacturer. The design forums 
aspire to tell the story of how the company’s 
designers derive inspiration from their living 
environinent, personal values and vision to 
drive their design works. 

Starting in Singapore in August 2006, 
“Imagination factory” has made its way to 
various countries in Asia, most recently Tai- 
wan. Yulon Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. recently 


WINDSHIELD 


local designers from various 
fields, and a workshop for 
design students. Yulon 
proudly houses one 

of Nissan's six de- 

sign studios , 
worldwide. 


Through its success the other weekend, 
Volvo, one of the very first manufacturers to 
officially adopt the eco-friendly E85 fuel in 
the Federation Internationale de l'Automo- 
ile's global Super 2000 product technical 
regulations, also became the first make in 
the world to win on ethanol power. 

The race got off to a smooth start. Robert 
Dahlgren took the lead from the word go. 
During the first part of the race he had Jo- 
han Sturesson's Peugeot snapping at his 
heels, and was later followed bumper to 
bumper by Fredrik Ekblom, BMW. But no- 
body was fast enough to get by. 

The Volvo team had to make a quick deci- 
sion and decided on an early pit-stop. Once 
the competition decided to call in for pit- 
stops too, things got decidedly hot for a 
number of laps. 

Toward the end, there was no doubt that 
Robert was going to be wearing the victors 
laurels His virtually perfect driving meant 
he simply kept a firm hold of his lead. His 
closest competitor, Jan Nilsson in a BMW, 
crossed the finishing line 4 seconds later. 

in Manila, Viking Cars Inc. is the official 
distributor of Volvo cars. The Volvo Makati 
office, showroom and Aftersales Service 
Center are located at 2272 Chino Roces 
Ave., Makati City while Volvo Ortigas Center 
is located at 88 ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, 
Pasig City. 


Design fo- 
rum in RP 

By the last 
‘quarter of the year, 
the "Imagination Facto- 
ту' will find its way to our shores through the 
Joint efforts of Nissan Motors Philippines Inc. 
‘and Universal Motors Corp. It wili she vease 
Nissan's design philosophy and іле -eative 
development process involved in designing 
a саг. Revel in the beauty of the 3502 and 
the exquisite styling of the Murano, ex- 
emplary automotive designs that sur- '—— 
pass a person's imagination and ex- 
pectation. 

The "Imagination Factory" is 
also aimed at encouraging stu- 
dents who want to pursue a ca- 
reer in car or industrial design, 
as well as raise public interest in 
automorive design. The exhibi- 
tion will be opened to the public 
to provide visitors with a sense and fee 
Nissan’s design studios. 
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DMIA seen handling 2M une YOUR Bun BUSINESS. SMARTER 


Accounting- Php 27,000.00 
“Aevaned soe cont 
{Pant cheques and vouchers 


tourists with ‘open skies’ |p (уб G | —— 


Premier- Php 67,000.00 

+, ‘fate or scaire payments in ferent currencies wiih sel 

DaximL. Lucas ment must ease ac- ісу amid the growing hopes to attract as 40 percent of all in- à Жукка estan CORUNIRQ Ut end invenio Slats 
pe 


cess restrictions on debate over the future тапу as 3.1 million bound tourist traffic 5 : {баке sod cont 

THE  DIOSDADO foreign carriers that of DMIA asan intema- foreign tourists by into the country in — 

Macapagal Interna- are presently stunt- tional airline hub. the end of this year, three years. : : 

tional Airport ingthe growth of the "Based on a projected andas many as five Last year, the air- уту. ЧЁ Aten poate, 
(DMIA) could handle travel industry. 20-percent annual million by the end of роп handled a total {hii or your reial онаст 
close to half of the This projection was growth rate, DMIAcan 2010, under а plan of 471,000 passen- ae With FREE! 1 unit Pede 
country’s targeted made by SubicClark reach one million by set forth by the De- gers on board 50 T Thermal Receipt Printer V * 7 
tourist arrivals by Alliance for Develop- 2010," he said ata fo- partmentof Tourism. flights per week. Эх» got a FREE AVG AntiVirus (1 usor eani] upon 
2010, providinga big ment chairman Edgar- rum of open skies ad- If proven correct, Already, DMIA ex- | | " purchase of any MYOB Accouriong software or Rota Manager 
boost to the local do D. Pamintuan who vocates. “It can even Pamintuan’s forecast perienced one of the E = TE LX AVG Anti 
economy as well as madeapitchfortheso- reach two million.” could mean DMIA fastest growth rates j.p нке 4 EL nti-Virus 
spurring develop- called "open skies” pol- The government handling as much as intermsoftouristar- i Cong вокат ари sack 
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ment in the airport's rivals anywhere in Le trei UST “sours cen br 

immediate vicinity. the world, due main. 534-1529 | 533-4095, A avena aeneis 
For this to happen, i | nV а) 1, 1 Scan every te oponeafoxecuedsaved 

however, the govern- il H H Arsen 


with the world's leaders in bar code solutions 


DEP | 
Buy Zebr. @ Printer | BenQ DLP Projectors (end 


е ТІР 2844-2 E: 
=. a> сш + Built for solid performance with 1500 ANSI Lumens 


& = О} Resolution: 209dpi is t and HDTV compatible. 
7 х Eri mex * The quietest projector in the market at 224B only. 


By Riza T Olchondra 277 Helps keep your presentations at the right расе thru 


> r] p = К H Р i] presentation timer. 
AR CANADA IS x nn (900s) 1 3 + Use wall color correction so that you can enjoy picture 


considering flying to © х quality that’s easy on the eyeseven when a projector scréen 
; j: 


the Philippines. Pd 4 BenQ MP510 is notava 
Air Canada said m d Ph 9 88 0 * Equipped with a password function that prevents 

serving the Vanoi = b 29,888.00 аз wect our projector 

ver-Manila route was 3 beet 

pipe pee ` Easy to carry with our BenQ bag. 

but definite plans P pena. Menene 


may be in place only | 152208 ў 2 Distributed Br. 

after 2010. « Scons borcodes { x f j For iuquiries, pls. call us at: епо, 
Airline president рее i 3 z pe STECH Manila Head Office: 654-8351 

and CEO Martie * Bi-drection nning PEN s Cebu (032) 344-1185 Davao (082) 221-0585, " 

Brewer said in a pred mu 2 um й ses * Enjoyment Matters 

briefing that the j - з SSE 

commercial avail- *» Promo is trom june 6-30, 2007. 

ability of the Boeing SSS 


787 around 2010 ш r 
may encourage the € E ymbol 
«Canadian flag carrier 

to fly to Manila. 

“We always see the 
Philippines as a po- 
tential destination. 
But the nearest op- | HOUSING BODY AGAIN RECOGNIZED 


ма CITYLAND AS LEADING 


the 787 enables effi- CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPER 


cient long-haul oper- 
Frios o destinations | Ciglana fue ist niche nthe condominium development 
such as the Philip- | fe governments fates awarding ries held on May 24, 007, Dc Andren 
pines,” Brewer said. L Liason, President of Cityland is shown receiving the award for the 2007 
The aireraftmay | Leading Developer ia Open Market Condominium for both the ENCR and 
be tested this year National levels from Vice-President Noli De Castro, Chairman of HUD- 
and may be avail | CC wimessed by Commissioner Romulo Q. Fabul of HLURB. 
and may be атай. | Cand has pioneered he industry providing trabe condomini 
fom tere тау | Selene roe a ene АГ 
make financial | поз to own a home. . CRINES 
sense for us to serve Cityland condominiums are strategically located in the cities of Makati, 
зепзе огцор һе | Manta Pasie & Mandalayong at ihe heart of every metropolis, nex 
Ta Mis o pats of wrk eise Аер «Аа отита 
ШШ meg 787 | Seto жга WiN йишде ras йак ceni 
Dreamliner is a mid- | "Te prestigious directorsfeonsultants of Cityland group, headed by its 
sized, wide-body, ‘Chairmen 
twin-engined jet air- Dr. Washington Sycip, Atty. Sabino Padilla, Jr. & Stephen Roxas, are 
twin-engined је өг. | pr Andrew но Liason, Per Dee, Асе Gohoe Helen Roxas, 
ler which is sched- | ee Буру, Simcon Valdez and Jose бор 


le. 


CALL FOR FREE DEMO: Tel. 723 0601 to 10 Fax: 723 7951 
‘Email inqure@al.com ph + URL: www ali.com ph 


mercial service by ER 
May 2008. HOUSING AND LAND USE REGUL STORY BOARD 


Th aft REI 
сапу bewen 210 | DEVELOPMENT AWARDS CEREMONY 


and 330 passengers HON. VICE-PRESIDENT NOLI L. DE CASTRO 
depending on the ңы - 
seating configura- 
tion. 

Boeing has stated 
that the 787 is 
lightweight due to 
the use of composite 
material and will be 
more fuel-efficient 
than comparable ear- 
lier Boeing aircraft. 
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Laser Printer 
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DURABLE! 5,000 pages|month duty суйе 
Regular Price: Toner P2,990 (2500 pages) 
Printer P8,000. 
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rection following accumul} 
than 6 percent in ће ї2ҹ 
said Rommel Macapagal d 
Equities. “But the correcti 
as the market consolidatec} 
level." 

He added that there, wt 
port at the 3,600 level, "bur 
eye on the Chinese and US 

China's share prices yes 
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Hs d s Sof ü 25 
19 orr da oscuro — 1-8 
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If you think about it 


It's as spacious as ай SUV, 
sleek as a sedan. Peaceful driving with the total 
noise reduction system feature. 
8 x 


Pack an entire family's luggage 
and throw in a golf Set. 


Travel in complete 
comfort and style. 


in its class. 


This is it. 


The Chevrolet Optra Wagon. 


=} 


Also available Optra Sedan 1.6 SS 


Enjoy the luxury of a sédan and the versatility of an SUV with the Chevrolet Optra Wagon. It has a 1.6 DOHC, E-Tec II 
4 cylindér engine that delivers increased performance. The Optra Wagon's 60:40 split folding rear backseat allows 
more than enough room, even for your furniture. It's sleek, sophisticated and most of all, saves you money. 

The Chevrolet Optra Wagon is the lowest-priced wagon you can buy, for only P863,000 (manual transmission) 


374.9992 
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— 777777 RP to tap $1.38 in mutual funds 
[делшш 13 a 3 ШЕКТ 
Ema ui Financing for priority infra projects SM completes 

By Michelle V. Remo ernment was also hoping that has identified 10 infrastructure P4-B notes issue 


this could be channeled to infras- projects that it intended to com- 

тартар THEPHILIPPINES SEEKS ТОТАР tructure projects pushed by the plete over the medium term. SM PRIME HOLDINGS Inc. YESTERDAY SAID 

ERU a substantial portion of some government. These are the P35.5 billion Light it had raised P4 billion through the issuance of 

Ке Boi com, $1.3 billion worth of funds ear- Не said Japanese and other Rail Transit (LRT) Line 6, which 5-year floating rate notes. 

З смеат marked by local and foreign in- foreign investors were encour- will extend from Baclaran to 1п a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 

eel na a yestors for infrastructure pro- aged to consider doing business Dasmariñas in Cavite; the P19.4- change, SM Prime said the deal was arranged 

ae za = jects. in the country by reports on im- billion North Luzon Expressway; by First Metro Investment Corp., with SB Cap- 

К Finance Secretary Margarito proving gross domestic product the Bicol Emergency Power italinvestment Corp. as the co-lead arranger. 
‘Teves said that duringa recent in- growth, slow inflation and de- Restoration Project; the Palawan It said the proceeds would be used to fund 


pg 


i Go 


5888298, 


pcm 


LU P temationalroadshowheldbythe clining interest rates. South Road; the Panguil Bay on-going capital expenditure projects and 
Sse government's economic team, i "We (the government econom- Bridge; the Bifian-Sucat 230KV “general corporate requirements." 
[улги Ў aee Болото they met in Japan had ex. ic team) were able to get thein- Transmission Line Project the The facility was over-subscribed with seven 
H pa Maat borp 3 d pressed keen interest in investing terest of Japanese and other for- Line 1 North Extension Project; РУ institutional lenders subscribing to 
їр. ates their recently established funds eign investors into investing in the Northrail-Southrail Linkage the issue 


“The strong market response to the float il- 
lustrates the high credit quality of SMPHI, as 
well as the local market's confidence in SM 
Prime Holdings Ine,” the company said. 

SM Prime earlier announced it would 
spend P35 billion for 35 to 40 new malls and 


SOURCE TECHINGTOCK іп infrastructure projects in the the Philippines. But of course, Project; the Quirino Highway 

Philippines. there are several factors that will Rehabilitation Project; and the 
Teves said the Japanese in- make them translate this interest Agno River Integrated Irrigation 

vestors were referring to two into actual investments,” Teves Project 

Japan-based groups that recently told reporters in a press confer- Teves said investors they met 


1.0.4096 


again in volatile early trading as investors re- 


m mained nervous following the previous day's put up mutual funds earmarked ence yesterday. in Japan were requiring a rate of Аа ilitie 
hillion). decline—the biggest in over three months. specifically for infrastructure Не said the Philippines was return of between 12 and 15 per- the upgrading of existing facilities over the 
ing a healthy cor- Bank of the Philippine Islands fell P1.50 to projects, Without disclosing the competing against other coun- cent on their investments, Teves "Xt is уен. : dis will 
ted gains of more P68.50 while Philippine Long Distance Tele- identities of the funds’ owners, tries, like Malaysia, for invest- said he believed investing in in- |, For this ыч 5М йел та! sil 
tee sessions,” phone Go. was down P5 at P2625. ‘es said the fus fund wer menisininfrastrucure projects, frastructure projects pushed by мырга Суу. teo Ined up Une expan 
f Westlink Global ^ Ayala Land Inc. retreated 25 centavos to worth $500 million andthe other Teves said investors would the Philippine government чыдыр ид ЗН ео аары 
on was tempered P17.25. : was worth $300 million. considera country’s political and would given them their desired = айай э © ity, Pampanga’ 
around the 3,600 Top-raded Globe Telecom Inc. bucked he тһе finance chief said there regulatory environment, and yield. "Also wp for x Mn is the SM Mall of 
КЕНӘ boc) eed miguel tS another fund worth $500 macroeconomic'fundamentals in Тһе finance chief said the gov- Asia which wil elude the "Esplanade Sun- 
КАЙ Ии. 0б КА ee ЯШЬ быта. S ibas set up ы the: deciding: where 49 po their ernment was likewise encourag- set Strip.” 
jwearekeepingan, Cons Adhara fei 50 Soom PI Б paap, рЫШрріез by foreign азі Fi ‘money ing private sector to put up more ^ For next year, the company will focus on ar- 
* : 50. ipinginvestorsandthatthegov. Тһе Arroyo administration of this type of mutual funds. eas outside Metro Manila. Elizabeth 5, Lacson 


erday fell sharply AFP 


North Harbor project 
generating interest 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson and maintenance of Manila 
North Harbor. The package in- 
j| THE MAGSAYSAY GROUP OF cludes a container terminal, the 
companies is keen on participating general cargo terminal and the 
in the modernization and privatiza- passenger terminal complex. 
tion of Manila North Harbor, com- Up for bidding is a 25-year con- 
4 pany president and chief executive tract, renewable by another 25 
officer Doris Magsaysay-Hosaid. years. 
“Our group is very keen on this ^ Interested bidders were given 
Ў (privatization). We will do whatev- until May 31 to submit their let- 
Ц er it takes to help make this hap- ters of intent. Eligibility doeu- 
j| pen. Modemization is important ments for the bidding should be 
f for our сошпу” Magsaysay-Ho completed by July 2. Eligible bid- 
j| said following а stockholders ders can procure a set of bidding 
{| meeting of Lorenzo Shipping Corp. documents from July 18 to Oct. 
{ Magsaysay-Ho is also the chair Philippine Ports Authority 
of Lorenzo Shipping. (PPA) general manager Oscar M. 
She, however, declined tocon- Sevilla earlier told the Inquirer 
4 firm reported plans of her compa- ‘that port operator International 
ny to invest directly in Manila Container Terminal Services 


Si ~ "- 2 : Я North Harbor. (ICTS) had expressed interest in 

EVER DREAM СА ња s The modernization of the port "North Harbor's operations. 

HEVROLELOBIRA@EDAN. Yo i т was estimated to cost between Officials of Harbor Center, Loren- 
= се n P500 million and P1 billion. zo Shipping Corp. and Magsaysay 


The Philippine Ports Authority Shipping Lines have also met with 
(PPA) earlier invited prospective the PPA chief to inquire about the 
bidders to submit letters of intent status of privatization plans for the 
(LOI) and their bids for the devel- рот, which Sevilla said might be 
opment, management, operation completed “within the year.” 
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€ € 


Jone, 2007 turo Dollar Peso 
County E Equivalent, Equivalent Equivalent 
United States _ Dollar 0741345 1000000 45.7180 
ал Yer ЕГИ 0 
“United Kingdom __Pound_ 14762407 1 
Hong Kong 009090 0128125 
“Switzerland ОП 10817394 37.3696. 
“Canada 0700000 0808180 432117 
EN 0484668 
0617479. 
“Bahrain - [| 2.652731 
Saudi Arabia 017676. 0266645 
Brunel 04820877 ~_0.651636 
КОШЕ 
70002571 20080881 “1.3961. 
лев 2027228 12.4484 
1000900. 134807 816007 
e INR И _ 00007997 Domos 00493. 
Optra Sedan 1.618 Automate 009880 0.130698 5975$ 
: ECOHER "AG 3 
Optra Sedan 1.6 $§ Manual i Dispo) 052949 238950 
Denmark 0161173 8.2829 
inda 002476 1.1373 
Optra Sedan 1.6 55 Automatic : маза 7021008 0204638 184703. 
Мейо 006808 20092997 4254 
Optra Wagon 1:6 SS. Manual: ) "New Zealand _- De -—05з5® 0748380 34:1230. 
ч South Africa 0.104400 0.140825 5.4382. 
Optra Wagon 1.6 55 Automatic Tawan T MiDolor 7000249 0030282 1384 
XI DM I Sch os api ee 
ducc Ede Mem i ы тс 
CHEV! А ; 
CHEVROLET OPTRA FEATURES - DMIA seen handling 2M tourists 
Total Noise Reduction System. 40.64 cm [16] alloy wheels (5S variants only) eae $1,200 that each visitor spends. 
5-in dash CD player 205 R16 ti (ss ients only) ly to the boom in low-cost carrier Pamintuan, who is also a close 
учды disc brokas ^s variante cer, activity into and out ofthe former adviser of President Gloria Maca- 
cule se i Wrap around bady kit (SS variants only) US airbase. pagal-Arroyo, urged her adminis- 
| power features/amenities Available in manual and automatic variants “DMIA has already beat Davao tration to approve Executive Or- 
Driver side airbag Rear spoiler (for Chevrolet Optra Sedan 1.6 SS only) and Cebu,” said Pamintuan, der 500-В, which would ease re- 
80:40 split folding rear bockres! . Roof spoiler (for Chevrolet Optra Wagon 1.6 SS only] ик ee pee fuent eign came ae 
2 ар гака system Tonneau car & cargo net (for Chevrolet Optra Wagon only) at the airport were tourists The policy is being opposed by 
S Because of this, he pointed out local airlines like Philippine Air- 
that the immediate region was lines, Cebu Pacific Air and Asian 
"For Chevrolet Optra Sex experiencing significant econom- Spirit, all of whom believe that 
Promo extended until June 30, 2007. Approved by DTLNCR. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 1912, Serie icprowth in the tourism sector, as unilateral liberalization would 
evidenced by an 80- to 90-per- put them at a disadvantage 
‚= one cent occupancy rate in hotels їп ` against foreign carriers. 


the Clark area. During his speech in yesterday's 
Pamintuan pointed to statistics open skies forum, Pamintuan took a 
showing how each tourist arrival swipe at "the dominant local carri- 
indirectly translates to the gener-  er'—refering to Lucio Tanowned 
CHEVROLET ation of one local job for at least Philippine Airlines—which has firm- 
one year, based on the average of ly opposed liberalization policies. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


PNOC EXPLORATION CORPORATION 
Building 1, Energy Center, Meritt Road, 
we Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila 
PNOC Telephone Nos. 893-6001 to 47 local 4201 
"Telefax No.: (632) 840-2044 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Philippine National Oil Company (PNOC) has approved the privatization of PNOC 
Exploration Corporation (PNOC EC), a company engaged in the Ой, Gas and Coal 
exploration, development, and production. 


The PNOC EC Privatization Committee (PRIVACOM) has been authorized by the Boards 
of Directors of PNOC and PNOC EC to coordinate the process of selecting the Financial 
Advisors/ Lead Arranger! Underwriters/ Global Coordinator to advise, guide and assist in 
the design, planning, preparation and implementation of the program for the privatization 
of PNOC EC. For this purpose, the PNOC EC PRIVACOM is inviting interested parties to 
Submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) to apply for eligibility and to bid for the said services. 


Interested parties for the financial advisory/underwriting/global coordinating services may 
submit eligibility requirement Individually or in association with other parties, as may be 
deemed practicable. However, only one eligibility requirement should be submitted by 
those firms which will participate in the bidding. 


Prospective financial advisors/ lead arranger/underwriter/global coordinator must meet 
all of the following criteria: 


«+ Has experience as financial advisor lead arranger/underwiter in equity offering 

2 Has track record in working with the Philippine Government, its government-owned 
and controlled corporations or its government financial institutions, either as an 
advisor for privatization or arranger bank for financing. 

+ Has experience in lead-managing public equity offerings and arranging equity sales, 
both globally and in Asia 

+ Has indicated availabilty and commitment to deploy in the country а dedicated team 
with experience in oil and gas or coal projects 


Eligibility Documents shall be available for issuance at the above address from the Mr. 
Jose Anthony T. Villanueva starting June 6, 2007 upon presentation of Letter of Intent 
and upon payment of non-refundable fee of US DOLLARS: Five Hundred (US$500.00). 
Eligibility of prospective firms will be based on compliance with eligibility requirement, 
Using pass/fail non-discretionary criteria, as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
Regdlations-A (IRR-A) of RA 9184, The Government Procurement Reform Act. The last 
day of issuance of eligibility documents will be on June 15, 2007 Q 4:00 P.M. while the 
deadline for the submission of eligibility documents will be on June 19, 2007 @ 10:00 
A.M. Late submission of eligibility documents shall not be accepted. 


PNOC EC shall draw up a short list of firms from those which have been determined as 
eligible both in accordance with the provisions of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184) and ils 
Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A). The shortlist of prospective bidders 
shall consist of 3 to 7 firms. The criteria and rating system for short listing аге: 


+ Applicable experience of the firm in equity offering Я 

* Applicable experience of the firm in oil, gas and coal projects - 

* Qualification of members of transaction team - 
(education, work experience, number of years in firm, elc.) 


40% 
30% 
30% 


Only those short-listed firms will be invited to submit bids. 


PNOC EC assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or indemnify bidders 
for any expense in the preparation of the bid. Moreover, PNOC EC reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, annul the bidding process, or по! award the contract at any time 
prior to contract award, without thereby incurring liability to the affected bidder or bidders. 


This publication в also posted in our website at www.pnoc-ec.com.ph and in the website 
of Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System at www.philgeps.net. Eligible 
bidders shall then be notified in writing by July 3. 2007. 


(Sgd.) EDGARDO M. DEL FONSO 
РМОС EC PRIVACOM Chairman 
(PoLJune 6, 2007) 


Zamboanga City Electric Cooperative, Inc. BUY + SELL PAWN 


(ZAMCELCO) 
Zamboanga City 


INVITATION TO BID 
The Zamboanga Ciy си Cooperative. пс (ZAMCELCO) at Pulik, is cy par requise 
under Board Рова on Pre-Quoticatons, and Bids and Awards, inatas ALL interested Bde! 
‘ppl to bid lor he supply o e fale elacincai matanaislequperenijtems, 1o w: 
Quantity Unit "lem Description 
т UNTS  25KVA DIST.TRANSFORMERS. 
1 ОМТ 375KVA DIST. TRANSFORMER 
" UNITS КУА ОБТ TRANSFORMERS 
2 UNTS  75KVA DIST. TRANSFORMERS 
3 UNITS 100 KVA DIST. TRANSFORMERS 
1 UNT — I67KVADIST. TRANSFORMER 
208 ORDER FOR FARI-OUT AGENCY LOT PRICE: P 11420500 
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Yeoneysocu he Ре арайойеп Requirements orn tha ofice lhe France бералтен, 
са Garg P e y yin ung йс tous и nat тти о MIRTA ECLIPSE, 
arglton cfl equamonis hero 

d р aque sra noi boer tun сорте лет. |. | SIMI EK, ВТО, 
жит ard na docent perg ero, sal bo atcp eat CELICA ау 
Агарат wi be duy ait a о he ess lo re qulicon eod poces 
оң oes wne aro e quale wi oo loved perpen he bang Apost-alucaon | |- DUTIES & TAXES PAD. 
may be conducted accordingly hereatter TEL 882.2858 / 249-1818 
‘Balding will be conducted on June 14, 2007. СР (0911 54-8037 
Sued od duct copas shold be та to ha Commie on Bids and Awards at H 
tn Oe oe Finance Deparment athe sbore-entened adress on or bela 200 л, o! 
{эле 14,207 Fv pan 5%) Bers Band's equredas a mater of pale, Paya ol ron 
"anc ange ol P$ 00. 
ne gto ect any oral tids, олай any отау here. ero accent such bidas may ba 
cosdredadrnagenus cop hry eeeved э an abo рендање ZAMCELCO 
бо) REINERIO R. RAMOS 
бали лае verus 
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SIDNEY ISHMAEL HERMOSISIMA SANTOS 
who was elim by Jesus Dec. 24, 2006 about Вап, 


Mom May Hermosisima — Santos & Brother Arthur Emmanuel H. Santos, Jr. 
тадым le readens nenda, I А UPLB classmates to pray for the cternal repose wf SID» so 
Holý Masses are offered today at the following churches-chupch: 
Makati Med. Cir. Chapel 7:30 am, 12 Noon, 4 pm — where SID was bor. 
Parisi af the Resurrection, BE Homes Para 6:15 am 6:30 pm ~ where SUD was baptized. 
Sacred Tear Church. Cebu Ciny © am 5 pm © pm - where 5107 parents go married 
edema Choref Cebu City ~all 10 masses of the day. 
Aüoration Church, Cebu Chy ~ 5 pm. 
Christ tbe King, Toronto CAN- 10 am- where SID was going to live 
tt Peace Church. Bacolod City - 3:30 pm - where SID spent his birthday last year 
Simard: San Antonios Forbes Park и 4 masses o dhe day — where SIO was етей 
Sio. Nino de Paz Greenbelt Chapel all masses f the day - where SID heard masses м Mom & brother 
Daughters ofS, Paul 2650 FB, Harrison, Pasay City ~ 6: 15 am 
Sancuario del Sio: Cristo, San Juan- 6am 7am 7 рт 
Redemporist Church, Gogon, Legaspi City - 6 am 
Mary Mother of the Church ВР Reson Las Pinas 6:30am 7 pm 
esus tne Divine Healer, Tabanan ViN! Ре: 


рт 
Church, Ayala Alabang ' Tim = Where SID heard masses with Mom 


To friends: 4 prn Novena Sid's eryp and 6 pm Forbes mas today 


Godspeed, darling Sid. Thank you for the gift of yourself. 


Notify family and friends of a loved one 
who had just passed away. 
We accept death notices, announcing details of the person’s wake 
and interment. For a very affordable fee you can reach out to everyone 
who have been a part of the life of your dearly departed. 
For more information, you may contact Inquirer Classifieds at (02)897 8425. 
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Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Maynia, Pilpinas 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), through its Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC), invites suppliers/manufacturers/distributors to 
apply for eligibility and to bid for the hereunder project: 
[Name of Project/Briet 
Description 


One (1) lot supply, delivery and 
installation of five (5) sets (2 units/set) 
Automatic Door Operator at the BSP 
Davao Regional Office, per BSP 
scope of Work _ 


“Approved Budget for 
| the Contract. 
Delivery Period 


P2, 700,000.00. 

"Within sixty (60) calendar days after 
receipt of Approved Contract 
Prospective bidders should have undertaken a similar requirement 
awarded and completed within the last five (5) years (Y2002 to 
present) amounting to at least 50% of the Approved Budget for the 
Contract. The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as the Preliminary 
Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary "pass/fail" criteria. 
Post-qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 
‘Al particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Securly. 
Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
(Qualification and Award of Contractshallbe govemed by the pertinent provisions 
ot RA. No. 9184 and is implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). 

The complete schedule of activities із listed, as follows: 


оте Т Schedule 
TcEsuance of Bid Document Siaring 6 June 2007 

22 June 2007, 6:30 a.m 
30 July 2007, 2:00 p.m. 
These shall be in accordance wih Ihe 
prescribed periods allowed in the 
Implementing Rules & Regulations (RR) 
of P.A. No, 9184 dated 10 January 2008 


3. Opening of Bids 
|4. Bid Evaluation 


5. Post-qualfication. 
6. Notice of Award 


Bid documents will be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment of a non-refundable amount of P1 350.00 to the BSP Cashier. 


The BSP assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or 
indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 


The BSP reserves the right to reject any and all bid proposals, or 
declare the bidding a fallure, or not award the contract, and makes 
no assurance that a contract shall be entered into as а result of this 
invitation. 


(Sgd.) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 


СЕИ Chairman 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
S oe Сотрох Menu Rosa 
PNOC тне. 899-1300 10288 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


‘The PNOC-Enongj Dovelopmeni Corporation is inving al interested supper lo apply 
and subs soaiod bids ore supply and deer o i folowing 

2Units Rotary Tabie (Chain Drive) Under FDM 73520-1 

"Approved Budget: PHP 29,726.000.00 

Ы forms and bidding documents shall be availabe [or issuance at he above 
оа со мт. Arvin Jose A. Gomez staring June б, 2007 and upon payment ot non- 
Folundable ше o P2.000 00. 
For purposes ol carving сөпаїп matters, a pro-bdaing conlerence shall be neid on June. 
Та, oor, 10:00 a.m. at ihe above adorass 
Appicatons lor eigbiy and sealed bids shal be submited 10, and registered wilh he 
AROG-EDE Supply Management Deparment atthe above adgress, and tarealler 
Тергей За аара оок heres nol aier than 2:00 p.m. (Supply Management 
Seperimont Wall Clock Time) of July 4, 2007. Pubic opening ol bids shal оом 
тарвана nerealer. Late bide shall nol be accepted, 
Prospecive biddors shall ugly conformance to the bidding erms and conditona, as 
RU. and shal ensure бо Same trough proper suomssonvexacuton. Sour ої 
frane la fom ета Gash Generation ol PNOC-EDC, Al bids shouid be м the 
‘Approved Видро fr па Contract n order o дону. 
PNOC-Energy Development Corporation reserves t igh o annul he Ып process, 
TorejecianyGrelib lo wave any nfomattyin ће bs received and io accept such bid 
инел most advantageous 1o PNOC-EDC without hereby сиип! 'aflectad 
cer or bidders or any obligation inform te йесі bidder or biddars ina rounds) 
lor PNOC-EOC 9 action, 


Chairman, Bids and Awards Committe t 


POEA 


24-HR 
HOTLINES 


722-1144 
1224155 


PROFESSIONAL а CREDIBLE 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds. 
BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo бюпеша 1 
Te 894-0282 
Agencia de Makati 
els 689-7956 


[BUYING | 


109178884040 
7269687 


А] 


(“1272 DE GUZMAN MANASAN^ 
"Lo" 


peacefully joined our Crentor оп the 4th of June at the age of 87. 


Her children, FELICIANO & Angelita, ROSARIO & Alfonso, 
VIRGILIO (t), ESTELITA, FE & Ben, AURORA & Jimmy, 
AGNES & Randy, NOEMI & Joey; grandchildren and greal- 
grandchildren request friends, relatives and the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Shrine, 
St Joseph Chapel, Sth Street, Broadway Avenue, New Manila, 
Quezon City. 


Interment will be on the 9th of June 2007 at the Loyola Memorial 
Park, Marikina City after the 8:30 A.M. Holy Mass atthe Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Shrine. 


Message of Thanks 


Rosemary Ф). Nebrao - Garcia 


February 5, 1964 - May 15, 2007 
We, the family and relatives, wish to express our deepest gratitude and 
‘appreciation 10 all those who condoled with us, offered Masses and 
prayers, sen lowers, visited and kept vigil, attended the funeral rites 
and who in countless ways helped and comforted us in our moment of 
Г 
“To Rosemary (Neneng), God be with you in your journey home. 

We vil truly miss you.” 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 


CAMARINES SUR III ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(CASURECO il) 
an во, ge Ciy 
Fax No. 0502002382 


INVITATION TO BID 

Tre Camarines Sur I Боске Cooperative. ne. (CASURECO M] par 
ede Соор pots on Pre Quatcsons arc Bads ard Awards 
vnos al rested BoruSupotr o дру ерес 
шубу and bd lor he Suppi ot 
‘A. 10.000 unis ol KWH METER ON CONSIGNMENT BASIS and 

VAT ме. 

Cls 21,2. 1 0, 240 Vots, TA: 100) S15) 

econ, Fom iA 

ELECTRICAL MATERIALS: 

1) Sieci Polos 


2) Сои вае (ACSR) 


эй ps. 
100 pes 


2300 mis 
20900 min. 
11000 mis 
TURO mis 
00 та. 
1900 mi. 
10000 тв. 

ӨЮ ms. 

90 nis 


Ed 


TW B sanded 
THN G0 mm capper 
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TOR 
TRA 
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SA 
4) Capaciors: 
окуня 
TOOKVAR 
ОКУЯ 
еч 
10 12r) 
308 amos] 
$ O¢Ass rags) 
[35 
Tangs 
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% Рве Doves: 
‘Cal Out Comb wiLA 
Cit Oui Conb нА. 
301,00 amps 
19k, 200 amps 
7) Ostibuton ca Hadr: 
Pineda 98 
биреп кадаре" 
Coss Ama 
Cono. Comedor YHO 150 
Comp. Garni: YHO 200, 
‘Camp. Carnet: WHO 300 
Comp. Comer YHO 400 
Comp Connacior 248 
Hot Una Cam 101040 
Compression foc (Sm) 
Eiecincai Tape] 
8) FUSE LINKS: amps 
Ed 


10 uis 
20 unis 
28 unis 
10 uras 
Зит 


12 ots 
3 s 
5s 


m 
4 


m 
зин 
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яав 


88, 


28888888585; 


238! 


9) Mscetareus 
Gi shoes pan gauge 18 
Bot woui Vail 
КЕД 
Paste Seal 
К 
Pa Merer Box 

10) TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 
Engg Salvare 
Quoi Sick 
[ur 
Tetscogc Hack 20 
‘Atal Latera 
Comp. oos wl de 
Tum es Rao 
Меи Tester 
ira mans riter goves (SKV) 
Recharge Fait 
Spot 12 vons 
ord at 
юри Disconnect 10 
Cling Host 25 onmes 
Wie ур ran. 


8.8825 
Та 


pine з 


IH 


үш ney saone ra cron ne 
kaane егы ea Ea aes 
Бараагаа акс 
Es 
po 
Ep pr pipere корн 
Armee etri 
EE 
bna fin ds HO qe NE ар пе 
Eres портата ed 
sede arts ema a RISUS 
EE LIE Ш 
Дуа сайа: E at ee 
Pe crm RO RT RD Pg 
К 
НЕОН менне фиг ar лан 
уран Ban deu, 
perpe Debe eau аен 
tp renee u cascon 

pun 
кыз 

Tan rero esito. 
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THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT IN JAKARTA 
Q INVITES ASEAN NATIONALS TO APPLY 
FOR THE FOLLOWING VACANCY 
Assistant Director – Finance & 
Administration 


Avacancy for the above-stated position is 
available. Interested candidates may wish 
to visit our website at www.aseansec.org 
for details on job specifications, 
qualifications and application procedures. 
Closing date is 28 June 2007. 


For your Classified Ads requirements, 
Call our Classifieds Advertising 
„Hotlines: 


Head Office: 
897-8808. 
loc. 514, 518; 
899-4405; 899-427; 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
Cubao: 
9129008 t0 11 (Aurora) 


8114370 
Kala 
528-0213; 527-3342 
Megamal 
695-0219; 635-0220 


Bicol Medical Center A8 

Department of Labor-NCR 

Development Bank of the 
Philippines 

National Food Authority 


Pag-Ibig HDMF 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Special PROJECT 


IABC / PHILIPPINES 
Leading and linking Filipino 
communicators to the world 


THE WHOLE WORLD IS INTERCONNECTED, 
largely because of the ceaseless advance 

of communication technologies. It is almost 
impossible not to be part of this global link. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 


pm 


bend 


But the challenge is not about being 
connected. It is about being linked 


with the right people. 


The International Asso- 
ciation of Business 
Communicators (ABC) 
provides the best venues 
for interconnection 
among communicators 
and clients. Through its 
website, publications, con- 
and database, 
and an active network of 
more than 14,000 commu- 
nicators in over 70 coun- 
tries, IABC offers excellent 
linkages for Philippine- 
based members. 

IABC Philippines equips 
communicators with the 
skills and knowledge to be 
an asset to this network, 
by providing products, 
activities and 
networking opportunities 
that help them serve their 


ferences, 


services, 


r 


. GMA, your Kapuso station, 
is committed to enriching the lives of Filipinos everywhere 
with superior entertainment and the responsible 
delivery of news and information. . s 


clients. 

The leading PR industry 
association has a new 
leadership under Veronica 
L. Tapia-Merk of Merk 
Communication and con- 
sultant for Bank of the 
Philippine Islands , presi- 
dent; Rey Anthony David, 
Jr, Great Wall Advertis- 
ing, executive vice presi- 
dent; Elpi Cuna, Jr., Mer- 
alco, VP for finance; and 
the board of directors are 
Ramon Osorio, ABS-CBN; 
Cosette Romero, Fleish- 
man-Hillard Manila; Car- 
mencita Arce, GMA Net- 
work; N. Jeric Sevilla, Jr., 
Manila Virginia 
Ruivivar, Petron Corpora- 
tion; Isberto, 
Communications; 


Water; 


Ramon 
Smart 


IABC Philippines’ new 
president for 2007-2008, 
Roni Tapia-Merk 


Evangeline ^ Pefiamora, 
Sound Images Produc- 
tions Inc; and Chito Maca- 
pagal, Philip- 
pines. 

IABC Philippines' annu- 
al activities include recog- 
nition programs such as 
the CEO Excel (Communi- 
cation Excellence in Orga- 
nizations) Awards, which 
is given to chief execu- 
tives who have shown out- 
standing communication 
skills, and the Philippine 
Gold Quill Awards, which 
recognizes 


Unilever 


communica- 


EADING/B11 


ашырайын, 


‚ааныналаа сы алйледы лынан Eiaa гылы О-ды TUER Set 


IABC Philippines’ officers for 2007-2008 are Veronica L. Tapia-Merk of Merk Communication and 
consultant for Bank of the Philippine Islands (second from right), president; Rey Anthony David, 
Jr. Great Wall Advertising, executive vice president (leftmost); Elpi 
finance (fourth from right); and the board of directors are (left to right) Chito Macapagal, 
Unilever Philippines; Ramon Osorio, ABS-CBN; Evangeline Pefiamora, Sound Images 


una, Jr, Meralco, VP for 


Fleishman-Hillard Manila; Ramon Isberto, Smart 
'rginia Ruivivar, Petron Corporation (inset left); Carmencita Arce, GMA 
‘and N. Jeric Sevilla, Jr, Manila Water (not in photo). 


Who Cares 


if our children go to sleep hungry? 


Unilever's Pasiglahin ang Batang Pinoy does more than just 
give food to undernourished children. As a wholistic and sustainable 
feeding program, it also looks after their developmental needs such as 
education and values formation as well as empowers their mothers with 
menu planning and budgeting skills. Since 2002, Unilever Philippines, 
Kabisig ng Kalahi, Department of Social Welfare and Development, 
aad various local government units have been working together 
to help address the undernourishment of children in communities 
where Unilever operates. 


Pasiglahin ang Batang Pinoy supports the UN Millennium 
Development Goals which aim to eradicate extreme poverty 
and hunger, and reduce child mortality among others by year 2015. 


This is Unilever's way of adding vitality to life. 


AXE*BEST FOODS * CLOSEUP eCOMFORT e CREAM SILK 
DOMEXe DOVEe KNORR® LADY'S CHOICE eLIPTON 
POND'S* REXONA® SELECTA e SUNSILK e SURF e VASELINE 


rehlidrertn Мега Manta i nobi to луай of eventin eine 
snlgeattan de to lack od resources, Poverty rémajes lir biggest stag for | 
having исно enjoys brighin отоло. 
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forthe chiens, teachers tralniog 


тотола fetus JEL HOPE: Help the Filipino chile std youth Qrercamé Posi Pgh 
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We'll take you farther. 
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159 Special PROJECT "ss 
Communications has become integral to 
the success of individuals and 
organizations in this modern age. Thus, 
IABC Philippines is proud of its roster of 
publications which aim to advance the 
learning and career of today's 


1 communicators. 


Casebooks | and 1 
ТАВС Philippines has come out 
with two editions of what may be 
the first local casebook on Public 
Relations, entitled The Best PR 
Programs and Tools. Edited by 
IABC board member and ABS- 
CBN's corporate communica- 
tion head Bong Osorio, the 
books showcase winning en- 
tries to the IABC Gold Quill 
Philippines Awards. It is a per- 
fect reference for communi- 
cation students and profes- 
sionals because it contains 
мнн eo not only cases from top com- 
panies but guide questions as well. 
The cases invariably demonstrate that effective communica- 
tions stratégies, and their implementation through various tools, enable 
managers to accomplish business objectives either in a shorter time, and 
at less expense or effort. The Best PR Programs and Tools was published 
by the UST Publishing House. For more inquiries, call 750-5667 or visit 

wwwiabe.com.ph. 


gan not (oM 


NL dd cond on 


The Best CEO Speeches 
The association is also embarking on another book 
entitled Winning Hearts and Minds: The Best CEO 
Speeches in the Philippines. The book will contain 
samples of persuasive and intelligent speeches deliv- 
ered by the CEOs, given in the context of the Philip- 
pine or Asian business environment. The speeches 
will reflect the core 
values that the com- 
pany stands for, and 
help other executives 
and professional com- 
municators in produc- 
ing well-crafted 
speeches that inspire, 
motivate, and mobi- 
lize employees and 
other stakeholders, 
and achieve specific 
corporate objectives. Tananan 
Companies interest- 
ed in having their CEO’s speeches included may con- 
tact the IABC office at 750-5667 or e-mail in- 
fo@iabc.com.ph for inquiries. 


About IABC 
Philippines 


THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUSINESS 

Communicators is the leading international resource of 

effective communication practice. We provide products, 

services, activities and networking opportunities to help 
à our members achieve excellence in their work. 

L] ТАВС links communicators in a global network that in- 
spires, establishes and supports the highest professional 
standards. of quality and innovation in organizational 
communication. We are recognized as a professional as- 
sociation of choice for communicators who aspire to ex- 
celin their chosen fields. 

IABC Philippines invites you to join the journey to a 
new age of shared meanings and authentic connections. 

Let's talk business, industry and the professions. 

Catch the courage of entrepreneurs, feel the develop- 
ment of workers. 

Enter the threshold of a new tomorrow. Its first day be- 
gins today. 

Hand in hand, we will learn how to get our messages 
across. Move people to action. Clarify ideas. Gain adher- 
ents, Shatter myths. Discover friends. 

‘Together, we will find novel ways of looking at things - 
Arrive at unexpected solutions. 

Realize that in the explosion of new possibilities at the 
dawn of the Age of Digital Information, there is so much 
more we can do in Communication, than we have ever 
dared to imagine. IABC will be your partner in the 
boundless horizons of this astonishing new world, 
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Leading and linking Filipino communi ators 
to the world 


From page B9 


tors who demonstrate expert 
application of thought leader- 
ship, technical skills and sus- 
tainable solutions in their pro- 
grams; opportunities for learn- 
ing and networking, like the 
Asia Pacific Communication 
Conference (Aspac) and the 
Communication Camp (Com- 
camp); and various seminars on 
the latest trends and current is- 
sues in the industry. This year, 
the topics for the workshops in- 
clude PR Measurement, Crisis 
Communication, Working with 
Media, and High-Impact Audio- 
Visual Presentations. 

“We are encouraging all com- 
munication practitioners to be 
part of IABC," Roni Merk said. 
*Members are given many op- 


IABC Philippines 
equips 
communicators 
with the skills 
and knowledge 
to be an asset to 
this network, by 
providing 
products, 
services, 
activities and 
networking 
opportunities 
thathelp them 
serve their 
clients 


portunities that will help them 
achieve their fullest potential in 
their discipline - including ac- 
cess to a network of profession- 
al communicators all over the 
world and regular updates on 
international best practices and 
latest trends.” 

IABC members learn current 
and insights 
from today’s brightest thought 
leaders in Communication 
World, IABC’s award-winning 
member magazine and CW Bul- 
letin e-newsletter. 

Members also gain entry to 
the IABC International Confer- 
ence, the leading international 
forum of its kind. Business com- 


best practices, 


munication professionals gath- 
er annually to learn the latest 
developments in communica- 
tion and make connections that 
will advance their communica- 
tion programs and careers. 

IABC Philippines leads and 
links Filipino communicators to 
the world. 


International 
Container Terminal 
Services, Inc. 


20 


EXCELLENCE UNCONTAINED 


geese. e. 


жын 
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Your partner in responsible energy use 


1 


A wholly owned subsidiary of Banco de Oro-EPCI, Inc. 


PHP1,500,000,000 


Zero-Coupon Long-Term Negotiable Certificates of 
Deposit due 2012 
6.5% yield-to-maturity 


Public Offer Period : June 4 – June 8, 2007 
Minimum Denomination of PHP100,000.00* 


HSBC 4X» 


Sole Lead Manager and Sole Bookrunner 


Selling Agents 


BDO Capital & Investment Corporation: 633-6756 
BDO Private Bank: 848-7018 
HSBC: 830-5710 / 755-5534 
PCI Capital Corporation: 840-7682 / 878-4548 / 840-7000 loc, 6934 or 6935 


* Subject further to minimum investment amount required by Selling Agent 


CARTRIDGE. 


349 PESOS. 
450 PAGES". 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT. 


Asc growing business, you know that every poso saved goos 
straight to your bottom line as profil, or additional capial. 

s+, So doos HP. That's why the now compact HP 900 printing 
aystom.|s designed ю save you up іо 257%" on running 
„со, On average, Ив high-yield cartridges give you twieo оз 
many high-quality pagos, at а 25% lowor cortridgo price. 
So, there's no reason lo rosirlet your printing = ovon In color. 


.. For detalls ond to calculate 
ХЕ wwurdhp.tom/ ph/advanta 


jour own savings, visit 


GIVE YOURSELF THE HP ADVANTAGE. 
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invest climate up 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE NATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS COUN- 
cil has teamed up with the World Bank's pri- 
vate-sector arm to find ways to improve the 
business environment in the country and en- 
tice more investments. 

Tn a joint statement, the public-private 
NCC and the International Finance Corp. 
said their priorities include streamlining 
transaction flows and reducing the cost of 
doing business. 

Cesar Bautista, NCC cochair representing 
the private sector, said the partners wanted to 
see more consistency in the application and 
interpretation of business rules at the nation- 
al and local levels. 

“For this to happen, we need to have better 
information on how business regulations are 
implemented at both levels,” said Bautista, 
who is a former Trade Secretary. 

"The country’s competitiveness would be 
advanced by hard objective data on how it 
performs against specific measures and stan- 
dards and in comparison with other coun- 
tries, and this partnership with IFC is a step in 
the right direction,” he added. 

Also, IFC announced it was embarking 
on a project which, with the help of the 
Asian Institute of Management, would 


measure the cost of doing business in 17 
key cities in the country, 

The project is aimed at developing consis- 
tency in the thinking, implementation and 
monitoring of business regulation through 
the creation of a commion framework. 

Jesse Ang, IFC acting country manager for 
the Philippines, said the project would pro- 
vide a rich source of information on city com- 
petitiveness and create a repository of current 
data and benchmarks on business regulation. 

‘The IFC-AIM collaboration would take ad- 
vantage of insights from IFC's “Doing Busi- 
ness Philippines” study, which looks at regula- 
tions as well as the AIM's “Philippine Cities 
Competitiveness Ranking Project,” which 
tracks a set of competitiveness drivers using 
government data and business perception 
surveys at local levels. 

Doing Business Philippines is an extension 
of the joint IFC and WB Doing Business report 
that benchmarks the cost of doing business in 
175 economies. 

The report is a benchmarking tool that is 
“objective, systematic and internationally 
comparable (and is expected to) help im- 
prove transparency and increase information 
flows by providing a mechanism to monitor 
the health of the business environment and 
serve аз а catalyst for reform.” 


Lower power rates expected 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WITH THE ONSET OF THE RAINY SEASON, 
the Energy Regulatory Commission expects 
the National Power Corp. to cut power rates 
by 35 centavos per kilowatt-hour (kWh) start- 
ing next month. 

"This is due to the difference between the 
state firm's dry and wet season time-of-use 
(TOU) rates as provided by the ERC. 

"This lower rate has already been approved 
by the ERC based on its decision dated April 
13, 2005 regarding the (TOU) rate scheme," 
ERC chair Rodolfo Albano Jr. said. 

The TOU scheme provides Napocor cus- 


tomers with flexible hourly rates, which are low- 
est during off peak hours, or between 10 p.m. 
and 7 ал, and highest during peak hours, or 
from 10 am. to 4 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Sundays and holidays are also considered. 
off-peak times. 

Rates are also lower during the wet season, 
or from July to December, as electricity de- 
mand usually falls during this time due to the 
colder weather. 

Hydroelectric plants are also able to pro- 
duce more power during these months, These 
facilities are considered among the cheapest 
sources of electricity, 

According to Napocor data, its average TOU 
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940753 a kWh, 

In the July-Decem- 
ber period, this goes 
down to P3724] a 
KWh, translating to а 
seasonal difference of 


$100,000 
and up 
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35.12 centavos a kWh, 

in Mindanao, the 
dry season uvernge 
TOU rate is pegyed at 


3.75% | 3 


213% P24480 n kWh, 


while the we 
average 15 plu 
1,9690 n kWh, 

This translates to a 
sensonal difference of 
47,90 centavos a kWh. 

‘The uverage TOU 
rate in the Visayas Is 
the sume throughout 
the yeur—P2.H879 1 
KWh--us the grid does 
по get electricity from 
hydropower sources, 
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Text and photos by Nifio Mark M. Sablan Cute boys 1 didn’t see last school related to my course.—Nelson, 17 

2bUI Correspondent year.—Norman, Southridge ts time to flaunt my new clothes, new 
‘After a bunch of basic subjects last year, shoes and new bags. Hahahahaha.—Anika, 

Wes SOME STUDENTS Ге looking forward to subjects that are now 18, Philippine Normal University 


(okay, most) feel that 
summer break has just 
started and more time is needed 


ә 
for beach trips, late nights and lots An oth er h it fro m Su n | 
of shuteye, there are those who are ° 
actually counting the minutes to 
the First Day of School! 


= Ба 
Check out why these students are excited 
about going back to campus. 
As a freshie in 
De La Salle Uni- 
versity, Tm look- . 
ing forward to 


new experiences, 


= a = e 
the challenges = e 
that come with 

them as well, 5 


meeting пем 


=< with 10 minutes of FREE calls 


16 


School is a ai 
whole new world! - 
d —Stephanie S., 
TWEET Lagera 16 

New friends, 

new teachers nd being a grade older! Seeing 
if I can take on the new surprises and chal- 
lenges ГЇЇ be encountering this school 
year—Mika, Bloomfield 
‘Academy 

‘Seeing the teachers and meeting new stu- 
dents, plus making kwento again. —Krizia 


Buying school 
stuff and person- 
alizing them, 
which Im doing 
right now. I love 
covering my note- 
books with plastic 
and sticking name 
labels on all my 
stuff—Tania, 15 

PEI—Elijah 
Salvador 

1 don't have to 
wear the school 
uniform now that 
Im a senior. Tm 
looking forward 
to that, so lm 
making sure that I 
am ready with a lot of clothes.—Jo-Ann Pa- 
pa,22 

Friday night-outs!—Jesu Salvador 

Im most excited about graduating and 
getting out of my school.—Abby Manalas- 
tas, 16 

Practicum! I want to taste a little bit of the 
real world.—Yoanna S., 19 

Т also look forward to suspended classes 
because of changes in weather—Sean Me- 
lendres, 15 

Thinking about the new people Га meet 
and all the great things I'd learn from 
them.—Cheers Vazquez, 22, Center for In- 
ternational Education (will be sent to 
Northwood University in Michigan) 

Cute classmates, cute schoolmates and 
cute professors!—Reden, 15, АМА 

lam pretty excited about making new 
memories — Martin Lawrence, 18, UP Dili- 
man 

‘Another school year means another 
chance for me to impress myself with aca- 
demic and extra-curricular accomplishments 
that I'm not entirely sure I am capable of ac- 
complishing at the start.—Marilen Monde- 
jar 

The coming school year is my last year in 
school, so I can't wait to finally be a senior 
and actall bossy.—Emile A., 21 

Being with my friends again, and trying 
ош new places to eat in every lunch 
break.—Bryan, 19, Ateneo 
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Things | didn’t do іп $ 
but should have А 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
 2bU! Correspondent 


I SPENT TOO MUCH TIME 
obsessing over my notebooks. 

When I was in third year highschool, Thad 
an obsession with perfect notebooks. So T 
bought expensive Cattleya notebooks be- 
cause they had the best quality paper, took 
out the spring, wrapped the individual covers 
in plastic and with a tear-out page from a 
magazine, and sewed the whole notebook 
back using string. 

Inside, I'd use a red Pilot sign pen to draw a 
margin, a blue one for the date and titles, and. 
a black one for regular text. 1 also made it a 
point to write just on the right side pages for 
uniformity. 

At the end of every week, some classmates 
would borrow my notebooks and bring them 
home to copy from them. At the end of the 
year, most teachers would commend me for 
my perfect notebook. 

It surely felt good, but now that T look back, 
1 realize that coming up with perfect note- 
books wasn’t much of an accomplishment. 105 
not as if one could end up a valedictorian be- 
cause of them. What are perfect notebooks if 
you don’t really read them, right? 

limited my social circle. 

1 was a goody-goody from kindergarten to 
the first two years of high school. I would only 
hang out with the Top 5 students of the class, 
those with at least two Best in Conduct 
‘Awards, the science geeks and the devout 
Catholies who had Best in Religion Awards. 

When I became a junior, I discovered a 
whole new world brimming with fellow 
angsty teens, homosexuals, suicidal loners, 
single parents, Goths and posers. And they 
‘were all fun and interesting! While I was hap- 
py that I had finally met kindred souls and 
other amazing characters who later on be- 


come the subjects of my stories, poems and 
songs, Lalso felt bad that I had limited my so- 
cial circle early on, thus depriving myself of 
‘many more inspiring and fascinating people. 

Iwas too shy to become friends with my 
teachers. 

In high school, I drew a huge line between 
me and the teachers. For me, they were 
paragons of perfection and inspiration who 
had the responsibility to educate us and noth- 
ing more. Í looked at them just as teachers 
—robots, adults, even enemies sometimes. 

It was only during high school graduation 
that I experienced a "Before Sunrise” moment 
with a teacher. I was so surprised and delight- 
ed to discover how a cool person she was. We 
became instant friends. 


Handwriting 


By Danicar Mariano 
2bU! Correspondent 


UCH OF OUR 
life and our suc- 
cesses depend 


on getting along with oth- 
ers. Studies have shown 
that couples in a happy 
relationship, for example, 
prove to be healthier and 
more motivated. A lot of 
self-help books serving as 
how-to-succeed manuals 
also emphasize smooth 
navigation of the rivers of 
social relations. Harmony 
with the crowd involves 
understanding people's 
behavior and personali- 
ties. This is especially true 
for people who are going 
to be with us all the time. 
For students, this coming 
school year, rain or shine, 
these people are their 
classmates and teachers. 

If one is observant, we get to 
know peoples characteristics 
from their mannerisms, move- 
ments and facial expressions. 
Portraying our deepest selves, 
our unconscious mechanisms al- 
so reveal themselves in slips of 
the tongue, body language and 
even in our style of dressing. 

There's no wonder then, that it 
also manifests in the way we 
write. Indeed, as with many things 
we are not overtly conscious of, 
our personality and disposition 
can show in how we push the pen. 

In the school setting, a dead 
giveaway of personality is the 
vastly unexplored art and science 
of graphology. The term graphol- 
ogy was coined in 1871, proving 
that the practice and its principles 
have existed long ago. 

Graphology is a psychological 
tool used to understand a per- 
son's disposition, mood and to 
some extent, personality. 
Graphology has been utilized in 
psychology, in legal cases, and job 
applications to ascertain the na- 
ture of the applicant. It can also 
be used for self-awareness and as 
a springboard for reflection and 
contemplation. 

One can do it by first getting a 
sense of the whole writing and 
then narrowing down to specific 
letters or vice versa. It is impor- 
tant to note, however, to always 
contextualize the piece of writ- 
ing, noting the patterns that are 
consistent with the whole. 

These suggested methods will 
set you on your quest to learning 
handwriting analysis, as based on 
"Instant Insight,” a book by Cash 
Peters. The following are impor- 


Size 


control. 


lucky 
chores. 


Slants 


Pressure 

Heavy handed writing or writ- 
ing which makes a mark on the 
other side of the sheet is a clear 
indication of stress. This person is 
putting a lot of determination 
and effort into what he is doing, 
perhaps too much effort. If the 
handwriting is also tight and clut- 
tered, this may also indicate re- 
pression and а feeling of being 
overwhelmed or a need to regain 


Writing, which is light, on the 
other hand, shows that the piece 
has been written casually. Writing 
which is too light—barely putting 
ink on the page—for instance, is 
the sign of too much modesty, or 
perhaps—when sprawled out as 
well—laziness. 


Margins 
A big left-hand margin means 
this person is most likely a plan- 
ner. He or she calculates his/her 
moves before executing it. This 
person is also cautious, and will 
think through decisions for a long 
time. A big right-hand margin, on 
the other hand, is an indication 
that the person is reliable—one 
who will always be on time, and 
meet the deadlines. If this right- 
hand margin is nonexistent, the 
writer is probably happy-go- 
about 


Margins on every side of a 
piece of writing means a very or- 
derly person, signaling a life 
ruled by routine. His is a very 
structured and rigid world. This 
person is probably also very up- 
right, and not very natural or 
spontaneous. If there are no mar- 
gins at all, this is probably written 
bya very intense person who has 
a lot to say and who might have 
difficulty bringing his emotions 
under control. 


1с may also occur to us instine- 


tant details to watch out for. 


Take note of the size of the 
writing in contrast to the paper 
and or the board. If the writing is 
small and close to one another, 
what would you instinctively 
read from the person? You would 
probably come to the conclusion 
that this person is modest and 
doesn't want to draw too much 
attention on himself or herself. Or 
that this person may be feeling a 
little cramped. 

Large writing suggests the op- 
posite—a certain flamboyance 
and flair, and of being comfort- 
able in the limelight. The popular 
Walt Disney signature, for exam- 
ple, shows a round, bouncy, 
looped writing that suggests exu- 
berance and effervescence. 


asking 


other hand, 


the trait will be. 


show emotions. 


deadlines and 


and generosity 


tively how a droopy piece of writ- 
ing which slants down reflects a 
person with a downcast, pes- 

istic attitude to life. Take note 
that graphology results may also 
be circumstantial and not the ul- 
timate rule, the person who 
wrote it may be feeling exhausted 
at the moment or recently recov- 
ering from a blow. Be cautious in 


Writing which stants up, on the 
an indication of op- 
timism. This is a person who rises 
up to the occasion and believes 
everything will tum ош well 
This may also be an indication of 
strong faith. The greater the slope 
upward, the more pronounced 


Writing which slants to the 
right is a sign that the writer is an 
expressive, dynamic, action-ori- 
ented individual. It also indicates 
drive and determination. Writing 
which slants to the left, in the Ro- 
man alphabet system of writing 
however, is an indication that the 
writer is holding back, hesitant to 


Now we shall proceed to what 
the individual letters mean. 

For the purposes of this article, 
we shall only deal with the inter- 
pretations of the small letters of 
the alphabet which provide use- 
ful insight to the writer's psyche. 
Capital letters area different mat- 
ter. Please also note that inconsis- 
tencies in the manner of writing 
only shows that the writer has 
many facets to his or her person- 
ality, and the whole piece of writ- 
ing, as well as the whole person, 
should be taken in consideration. 


A's and O’s—sensitivity 


Watch out, for example for the 
tightness or openness of the writ- 
ing, as in the case of the As and 
the Оз. An “open” or round Aisa 
sign of sensitivity, and yet of 
openness to criticism. Small Аз 
are a sign that this person may be 
a tad too sensitive to criticism and 
can't easily overlook comments 


I now realize that coming up with 
perfect notebooks wasn't much of an 
accomplishment. It's not as if one could 
end up a valedictorian because of them 


In college, I made sure that I still drew a 
line between me and my teachers, but I also 
opened myself to the possibility of friendships 
with them. Now, I am still best friends with 
someone who used to be my teacher—some- 
one who drank cheap cafeteria coffee with 


КО 


те, was in love with “Ally McBeal” just like 
me, and played tag with me in the campus 
track and field under the heat of the sun—in 
high heels at that! 

Ididn’t join clubs and contests. 

Actually, I did. But I wish now that I had 
joined more. School would have been ex- 
tremely boring if I just studied for the various 
subjects and then went home for dinner. 
While I got so much fulfillment from club ac- 
tivities and contests (even when I lost), I 
should have squeezed in more time for them. 
Extra-curricular activities are fun and educa- 
tional; they provide a taste of the real world. 
Oh, they look good on your resume, too. 

I didn’t raise my hand more often їй 
class. 

1 knew the answers most of the time, but I 
didn't bother to raise my hand because 1 was 
afraid I didn’t have the correct answer or that 
my classmates would think 1 was such a 
know-it-all. I realize now, of course, that one 
should not be paralyzed by fear of not having 
the correct answer, especially in grade school! 
1 also think you shouldn't care too much 
about what others might think. Who cares if 
they think you're such a know-it-all, especial- 
1y when you do know the answers? 

Ididn’t study hard. 

Now that I'm pretty much done with 
school, I realize how could have gotten high- 
ег grades, aced some exams and even gradu- 
ated with honors if only I had exerted a bit 
more effort. I wish I studied harder and had 
paid more attention to my professors. But 
that’s hindsight for you. 


e Pare 
ED 


Now you know what to do in school, folks! 


E-mail 


the author 


at marksablan 2bu 


@yahoo.com 


One's personality and disposition are manifested 
in the manner he or she puts pen to paper 


or insults. Tightly written As, 
moreover indicate a person who 
has been through a lot, and аз 
such, guards and shields his or 
her sensitive side. 

‘An open O, on the other hand, 
isa sign of generosity and willing- 
ness to show vulnerability. A cir- 
cular, regular-size O reveals a 
person who is caring, accessible 
and generous. Loops in the О, 
however, spell reservations in giv- 
ing, while small or tight ОЗ re- 
veal shrewdness or calculation 
‘The writer likes to hang on to his 
or her possessions, and calculates 
before giving. It also shows a 
questioning and prudent person. 


C—openness to new ideas 

An open C shows an open- 
minded person, accepting of oth- 
er people's beliefs. A not-so-open 
C represents a person who is 
more discerning. A C that is 
curled inwards reveals a cynical 
and doubting person. This person 
knows what s/he knows and 
won't let him/herself be easily 
fooled or scammed. If the C is 
blocked by next letter, the writer 
might be missing the bigger pic- 
ше. 


D—anger 

The stems in the small letter d 
show if the person is harboring 
resentment while the bowl below 
reveals how effectively or re- 
silient the person is dealing with 
this anger. If the stem of the D 
makes a loop, this shows that the 
person may have a temper. The 
bigger the loop, the greater the 
anger. The round bowl below, on 
the other hand, shows how the 
person deals with that anger. The 
bigger the bowl, the more toler- 
ant and even tempered the per- 
son will be. 


E—sense of humor 

‘Small letter—sense of humor, 
а smiling е, so to speak, with an 
open loop. 

Loop too big—really longs to 
be liked and accepted. Will go out 


of his way. 

Tail extended down—always 
ready to make light of a challeng- 
ing situation through humor. 

Clenched—part of personality 
is for show—underlying charac- 
ter reveals a tense and serious 
person. 


K—charm 

AK with small arms that barely 
depart from the stem shows that 
the writer tends to suppress emo- 
tion. A balanced K with long low- 
er and upper arms reveals, on the 
other hand, that the writer loves 
to give and receive affection. 

An extended lower arm, on the 
other hand, means that this per- 
son is a real charmer, and knows 
how to use this appeal to get what. 
s/he wants. When the slant for 
the K is especially extended, it 
shows that the person is really a 
smooth talker. Disconnected 
arms, separated from the stem, 
reveal that the writer could be in- 
sincere and schmoozy, promising 
you to see you again, for exam- 
ple, but never following through. 


I—living in the now 

Look at the dots above the I. Is 
it located right on top of the 1? Is 
it too close or is the dot found on 
the right? A dot above the stem 
means that this person knows 
how to live in the present. If how- 
ever, the dotis too close to the I, it 
may mean that the person is too 
focused on details, or lacking in- 
sight into the larger picture. A dot 
to the left also means that this 
person is oriented to the past, and 
is greatly affected by it. 

The more to the left the dor is, 
the truer this is. А dot to the right, 
on the other hand, means that the 
writer is future-oriented, con- 
cerned on what this brings. 


]—ability to receive 
compliments 

Small letters Js written 
straight down show that the writ- 
er enjoys compliments and ac- 
tively seeks approval. A J which 
curls inwards shows that its writ- 
er is able to distinguish sincerity 
and BS. This isa person that is not 
easily flattered, so praise must be 
heartfelt and specific. Looped Js 
mean that its writer has no time 
for cheap flattery so don't waste 
your breath. 
I—drive 

Letter 1 shows us the writers 
ambition and drive. To do this, 
check out the height of the 1. A 
tall [reveals a person with a sense 
of purpose and determination, 
while a short, stubby I means his 
ог her goals are less clear. This 
person is still discerning what he 
or she wants out of life. 


M_—partnerships 
‘This is the letter that shows the 
dynamics of the writer and his or 


her significant other. 

The first hoop (the one on the 
left) represents the writes, while 
the second hoop (the one on the 
right represents his or her part- 
ner or desired partner. Balance- 
size hoops represent ап equal ге- 
lationship based on mutual re- 
spect and cooperation. 

Ifthe left hoop is bigger, impor- 
tance is given to the self more 
than the partner. 1f the right hoop. 
is bigger, this person likes to put 
his/her parmer on a pedestal, 
giving him/ her a lot more impor- 
tance and allowing the significant 
other to call the shots. 

A large distance between the 
hoops shows that the person 
wants to be independent from his 
ог her partner, each of them with 
their own separate interests and 
lives. If there are three hoops, the 
writer may be a player, or sharing 
his life with two partners at a 
time, He/she finds it difficult to 
commit. If there is little or no 
hoop, it shows that the writer 
hasn't found a partner yet or the 
partner has recently exited the 
picture for whatever reason. 


T—love and emotions 

This is a revealing letter which 
reflects how emotional the writer 
is, and how in touch he/she is 
with these emotions. A long hori- 
zontal crossbar means that the 
person is expressive, and likes to 
communicate what he/she is feel- 
ing. A really long crossbar which 
cuts across the stem may also in- 
dicate that the person has a firm 
need to be right. The writer will 
also most likely be very straight- 
forward. A short crossbar, on the 
other hand, means that the writer 
is inhibited and keeps his or her 
emotions locked up. 

A crossbar that crosses the 
middle of the T means that the 
person is in touched with his/her 
heart. If itis too high up the stem 
then this person is a thinker more 
than a feeler and is probably very 
logical when it comes to emo- 
tions. If the crossbar crosses too 
low, however, it may mean that 
the writer is caught up with sex, 
and may sometimes confuse it 
with love. A crossbar that is de- 
tached from the stem altogether, 
means that this person is big on 
fantasy and concepts and perhaps 
detached from reality. 

Graphology has a rich history 
and a myriad of applications. Due 
to space constraints, there are 
many more letters and aspects to 
it that this article hasn’t covered 
If you wish to explore handwrit- 
ing analysis further, you can look 
at books on the topic (mis)placed 
in the occult section of various 
bookstores. There's also plenty of 
resources on the Internet for this 
misunderstood craft that is 
thankfully now gaining accep- 
tance and credibility. Happy in- 
vestigating! 
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hoe tips 


for rainy days 


By Angela V. Ignacio 
2bU! Correspondent 


"TIS THE SEASON OF TRUDGING THROUGH 

floods yet again! Aside from looking like a 
-drowned rat, you inevitably run the risk of ru- 
-ining your new school shoes, not to mention 
‘developing foot odor if you're not careful. 

If you want your footwear to make it 
through the rainy season, check out these 
tips. 

‘© Always bring an extra pair of shoes 
(and socks, if needed). Certain types of black 
shoes tend to leave nasty blue-black stains 
оп your feet or socks when they get soaked. 
Thats why its crucial for you to change 
shoes right away once you step out in the 
rain. If you're anticipating a major down- 
pour, bring a pair of sturdy rubber boots or 
flipflops. 

* If you don't want to bring something 
bulky or if your shoes are made of rain-un- 
friendly material like suede, buy a pair of 
foldable plastic zip-up boots that you can 
«slip on over what you're wearing. Check out. 
the department stores in malls and see if 
they carry these. Also, bring a waterproof 
bag or even a sturdy plastic bag you can use 
to put in your soggy shoes in case you get 
caught in a flood on the way to school. 

* Don't make a habit of storing damp 
footwear inside the closet, or else the 
trapped moisture will cause the glue or rug- 
by to become soft. Moisture can also cause 
rubber soles to crack, especially if your shoes 
haven't been used in a long time. 

Heres a handy tip we got from Queer 
Eyes fab fashion savant Carson Kressley: 
Stuff the insides with balled-up newspaper 


Here's how to help your 
poor footwear survive 
the wet season 


and leave it overnight so that it can absorb 
all the moisture. Unlike tissue paper, it won't 
leave sticky white shreds all over the interi- 
or, and it’s more environment-friendly to 
boot. 

* Having a problem with smelly 
footwear? Put a container of baking soda 
or some charcoal in your shoe closet to 
keep moisture and bacteria from accumu- 
lating 

Never leave your shoes out to dry un- 
der direct sunlight, especially if they're 
made of leather. They can become cracked 
and dry as sandpaper, which can cause your 
feet to chafe. Mop up the water as best as 
you can and air out the shoes at room tem- 
perature. 

* If there are yellowish mud stains on 
your white canvas sneakers that can't be re- 
moved even after intense scrubbing, here's 
atrick: either brush it with vinegar, or thinly 
rub some toothpaste on it (the white, 
opaque kind is better) and let it dry. Most of 
the time, you won't even notice the differ- 
ence. 

© If your shoes are not skidproof and 
you're afraid of slipping on a wet floor, а 
temporary solution is to dab the soles with 
any kind of softdrink. The downside to this is 
that itcan get irritatingly sticky when you're 
walking on smooth surfaces, so do this only 
during emergencies. 


Do you bave 
a bandy-daddy? 


IS YOUR DAD А DO-ITYOURSELF 
kind of guy? Does leisure time mean tool 
time to him? Is he a sucker for home-im- 
provement projects? Is he in his element 
when he has something to fix around the 
house? 

When you go out shopping, does he head 
straight to the hardware store? 

1п 500 words or less, tell us about your 
handy-daddy and his latest or best DIY 
project. Send us a photo of him with his 
very own creation—a chair, a bookcase, a 
trellis, any furniture or home accessory 
that he made himself. 

Entries with no photos will automati- 
cally be disqualified. 


4 


ey 


* 


SU. 


InquIRER Lifestyle will pick the best 
four handy-daddies from our readers’ en- 
tries and will take them shopping at 
Handyman where they each will receive 
P20,000 worth of purchases courtesy of 
Handyman, plus a Samsung $500 digital 
camera courtesy of Robinsons Appli- 
ances. 

Include your name and age, your dad's 
name and age, your address, telephone 
number(s) and mobile phone number(s). 

‘Submit your entry to Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, 1098 Chino Roces Avenue, 
Makati, attention Lifestyle. Or e-mail to 
dad@inquirer.com.ph. Deadline for en- 
tries is June 8. 
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Cathay Pacific presents 


Hong Kong Bisneuland T 


Buy 3, Get 1 Free! 
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Airfare + Hotel + Park Tickets 
Hong Kong Nas always been a wonderland for visitors, with it many axcitiog and divers attractions. 
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www.cathaypacific.ph 


HONG KONG TOURISM BOARD 
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2 The search for the 
TAYO TEN ACCOMPLISHED YOUTH) 
‘ORGANIZATIONE 


/ x 


1 

1 

Calling all youth Organizations | 

with community or school-based | 
projects! 


co-presented by: 
MIRANT Philippines 


бо конун to you by: i 
the Department of Social Welfare and Development, the Philippine Daily Inquirer, 1 
the Chevron Philippines, the United Nations and Cebu Pacific, the National Youth Commission, F 

|. the Office of Senate Majority Leader Kiko Pangilinan, the Philippine Council of Young Political Leaders 
and the TAYO Awards Foundation 1 


QUALIFICATIONS. 

+ Open to al groups, organizations, clubs and societies whose membership and leadership is composed of at least 
45 members who are 15 to 30 years old. 

- Organizations shall be judged on the basis of a recent program or project that made an impact on the community 
‘and which best reflects the efforts of young people as partners in nation-building. 

~ A continuing project entry (or one that started in 2008) must either be completed, or a major portion must have 
been undertaken by the deadiine 


GENERAL CRITERIA 

= IMPACT of the Project Entry to the local community (improvement in literacy, sanitation, health, income, etc.) 

1 SOCIAL MOBILIZATION (involvement of the community, especially the youth in planning, implementing and 
‘evaluating the program or project) 

V INNOVATIVENESS (introduction/application of new technologies, uniqueness of services or products, promotion of 
unique or indigenous ways or materials) 

+ SUSTAINABILITY AND PROBABILITY OF DUPLICATION, 


REQUIREMENTS 
The organization shall submit fie (5) copies of the following: 
*Accomplished Entry Form. j 
"One-page certification attesting to the existence and veracity of the information submitted 
-For In-School Youth Organizations, a certification from the Office of Student Affairs 
-For Community-based, Out-of-School Youth Organizations a certification from the barangay 
-Aone-page short profile of the organization featuring a brief description, its nature and background, programs and track 
record. 


“Personal Style, Image Development. Speaking. Acting. Modeling. 
y g P pesto Acting Moco +A three-page profile of the Project Entry, featuring a brief but descriptive account or narrative that will ilustrate the 
ect. The description of the project should include the following: (1) its site, 
(2) timetable (start and ending dates of program/project), (3) process of implementation, (4) level of community 
involvement, (5) profile and number of beneficiaries and finances/resources used. 
- The financial sketch should identify how much was spent for the program/project, and the source(s) of funds used. 
--page project documentation (photos, testimonies of partners or beneficiaries, certificates, elc.) 
Fay ma rt HY oe, thas Sa мыр emt nt te oie 
Í SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES IS EXTENDED UP TO JUNE 30, 2007 


Make it happen before your summer ends. * — *- 
Workshops adapted for students on an international schedule; 
Registration is Limited. "s 


8929511 927 046 
(Makati су) & (Quezon city) 


| i Ground Floor Cinderella Building ^^, 
[. -Legaspi Village, Makati City : 825 EDSA, Quezon City y 
|... Quand parkingnearby ^ www.fohnrobertpowers.com À Parking on premises З 


Call now! 
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“THE IDEA behind ‘Set Me Apart? was to capture the energy and eclectic style of animé, 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bUI Correspondent 


'OUTH CHANNEL ANIMAX 

believes in daring to be dif- 

ferent, going beyond the or- 
dinary and standing out in one's 
own style. This is why it chose hot 
Filipino band Pupil to pen and per- 
form its brand-new theme song 
"Set Me Apart." 

Pupil, which has been a staple in several 
Animax events all over the country, is the per- 
fect choice for the channel. The band is not 
only a unique and creative music force in the 
Philippines, it is also—just like Animax—an 
inspiration for young people to live out their 
dreams and passions. 

Musically arranged and written by Pupil 
ead vocalist Ely Buendia, with lyrics from 
band manager Diane Ventura and contribu- 
tions from the rest of the band, "Set Me Apart" 
is a catchy and inspirational rock song that 
encourages young people to go out of the box 
while still being their own special selves. 

"The idea behind ‘Set Me Apart’ was to cap- 
ture the energy and eclectic style of animé,” 
says Buendia. "We tried to pack as much vari- 
ety in a three-minute song as we possibly 


Youth channel 
Animax acquires 
anew theme song 
in Pupil’s “Set Me 
Apart,” a song about 
youthful energy and 
individualism 


could to reflect Animax's kaleidoscope of en- 
tertainment." 

According to Ventura, the song embodies 
the current mantra and precept of the youth, 
which is independence. 

"As the title of the song implies, ‘Set Ме 
Apart epitomizes. the young generation's 
need to freely and unabashedly express 
their individuality without being judged or 
criticized,” she explains. “This is where Ani- 
max comes in as a youth sanctuary. Animax 
is a place where young people are united in 
their stand to be respected and lauded for 
their autonomy, originality and distinctive- 
ness.” 
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MODEL Einar Ingebrigtsen and NU107 DJ Dylan host 
the event, which also introduces GMA 7 artist Rhian 
Ramos as the new “it” girl of Animax. 


Judy Chow, director of Animax Marketing, 
says, “We wanted to create a song that em- 
bodies the spirit and essence of the channel 
and vocalizes the attitudes and opinions of 
the youth generation. Our Animax viewers 
are trend-setters and leaders among their 
peers. ‘Set Me Apart’ pens down their inner 
ights and reinforces the meaning of being 
different. And what better way than for Pupil 
to create this inspirational song for Animax?” 
Currently topping the charts at rock radio 
station NU 107, "Set Me Apart” also has a cut- 
ting-edge music video that features anima- 
tion done by one of the top broadcast design 
and animation studios in Malaysia. 
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PUPIL premieres 
ideo for the 


“Set Ме Apart 
Spongecola frontman 
Yael Yuzon (inset) shows 
up to support his. 
brother Yani, 


Following the band's eye-catching videos 
for hit tracks “Dianetic” (which was directed 
by Buendia and shot at the Scottish Rites Tem- 
ple, entailing the use of over a hundred 
“retro-props” as production design, as well as 
a limousine and family cameos) and “Dulo ng 
Dila” (directed by Wincy Ong and King Pal- 
isoc and noted for its minimalist production 
design and editing magic), “Set Me Apart” the 
music video features the band members of 
Pupil as animé heroes. 

Buendia exclaims, “It is going to be a sur- 
prise to a lot of people! ‘Set Me Apart is very 
special to us, in as much as it is the first time 
ever that we will see ourselves in animated 
form and by Animax, no less.” 

Animax is a youth channel with a broad of- 
fering of programs and lifestyle activities that 
cater to the interests of young people. Aside 
from animé, Animax offers a dynamic lineup 
of highly rated and popular original produc- 
tions, music programs and cool lifestyle 
events (like fashion contests and speed-dat- 
ing events) to connect with young viewers ar- 
eas of interest. 

Catch the premiere of Pupils "Set Me 
Apart" music video on Animax on June 8, 7 
pm 


E-mail the author at marksablan_2bu@ya- 
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Tuscany stroller 
P499.75 
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Anew resort in Panglao, 
Bohol, combines natural 
endowments and 
manmade amenities 


By Niño Mark М, Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


dream local destination of 

mine. Blame it on the Choco- 
late Hills which had always in- 
trigued me. Blame the popular tar- 
siers which I had always wanted to 
see up close. 

Recently, the travel gods granted my wish 
and I had the chance to finally see Bohol and 
its Chocolate Hills and tarsiers—and even 
more. 

1 was billeted at Eskaya Beach Resort & 
Spa, the much-buzzed-about brand-new lux- 
ury resort in Panglao. In no less than 25 min- 
utes, our shiny shuttle bus transported us 
from Tagbilaran airport to Eskaya, which 
promised to give me a sweet escape from all 
the hustle and bustle of the metropolis. 

Once I set foot on Eskaya's white sands, І 
totally understood what the buzz was all 
about. 

Eskaya is the lap of luxury. Serenity and so- 
phistication share top billing at this 16- 
hectare development. It's humongous. It’s ex- 
clusive. It’s a knockout, 


B OHOL HAD ALWAYS BEEN A 


‘Balais’ 

‘The rustic island resort is composed of 15 
single-detached thatched villas or balais, each 
опе built with sturdy construction materials 
and amply using bamboo, cogon and wood for 
a modern Filipino look, reminiscent of the 
famed Amanpulo resort in Palawan. Interest- 
ingly, both resorts were designed by architect 
Bobby Mafiosa, who is known to promote ev- 
erything Filipiniana. 

Eskaya has four whirlpool villas with a 
whirlpool good for two and an indoor garden 
setting, six private pool villas with whirlpool, 
three infinity pool villas with whirlpool, a 
family villa with a whirlpool good for four, 
and a presidential villa complete with a colo- 
nial tub and an outdoor spa. 

The whirlpool villa I stayed in was both 
classy and cozy and it made me want to live 
there forever. My king-size bed was huge and 
Thad the best sleep ever, thanks to the goose 
down pillows and high thread count sheets. 
My very spacious bathroom had a complete 
array of amenities, hygiene essentials and 
white fluffy towels. 

Everything was there inside my balai: mini- 
bar, coffee- and tea-making facilities, safety 
deposit box, hair dryer, a compendium, IDD 
telephone access with two extensions, flat- 
screen television with cable, DVD player and ї ; ы, == 
even iPod speakers. My balai was complete (Се eansubscr 
that 1 found it very tempting to just stay in the à 


01. i ай Hip ede. | 
д : TAPOS 


‘Cash, Cheque, MasterCard, or Visa payments 


accepted. Go ahead, take a stand. та 
Ple linika iry 
aa tjs H diplomaat to Ahy y, 


Call 896-6000 to subscribe. 


Promo runs from April 11 to June 30, 2007. 
See flyers for full details. 


Per DTI -NCR Permit No.1239, Series of 2007. 


* Free items depend on subscription package. 


а Promo open to new subscribers and to those who will renew their 
PRIVATE whirlpool Inquirer subscription. For Metro Manila residents only. 
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atits best 


THERESORT 
occupies a peaceful 
and private yet 
accessible spot in 
Panglao island. 


— us 
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can be had under the stars or even inside your. 
own villa if you seek a little more privacy. 
Guests also have the option to visit Bohol's 
famous destinations such as the Chocolate 
Hills, Loboc River and tarsier zoo. For water 


From page DI 
whole time. 

Not that the view outside isn't as good as 
inside the Баай. 

"The private island resort is awash with col- 
orful bougainvillea, bird of paradise and other 
native blossoms that give Eskaya an exotic vil- 
lage-like feel. The stars are all out during night- 
time while the sea hypnotizes you to just stare 
atit for long periods of time during the day. 

‘There is also the Lantawan Restaurant 
which offers sumptuous meals, cocktail 

drinks and a spectacu- 
Таг view of the ocean, 
too. In fact, dining can 
be arranged right in 
front of the beach, 
bonfire-style, or al 
fresco by the poolside 
for those who love the 
water 

My most favorite 
part of Eskaya is its in- 
finity pool, which is so 
vast and inviting one 
wouldn't think twice 
about taking a dip. If 
not for the cool swim- 
up bar overflowing 
with various cocktail 
drinks and fruit 
shakes, you'd think it 
was created by nature. 
Activities 

Owned and run by 
husband-and-wife team 
Richard and Phoebe 
Lim, Eskaya is sure to 
be a hit among locals 
and tourists with its 
world-class amenities, 
unrivalled ^ hospitality 

and top-quality service. 

Eskaya also provides guests with a variety 
of fun activities. 

For the athletic, Eskaya has the facilities and. 
equipment for sports activities such as volley- 
ball, badminton, table tennis, jet-skiing and 
snorkeling. For those who want total relax- 
ation, on the other hand, a soothing massage 


INESKAYA, you can 
choose to bask in 
your own private 

swimming pool. 


ESKAYA has 15 
single-detached 
thatched villas or 
balais. 


babies, fun activities include island-hopping, 
snorkeling and scuba diving at Balicasag Is- 
land and dolphin-watching at Pamilacan Is- 
land. All these can be arranged at the resort 
upon arrival. 

Now that’s saying a lot for a 100-percent 
Filipino-owned resort. 

Eskaya’s exotic charm has already lured 
celebs such as Iza Calzado, Cheska Garcia, 
‘Tourism Secretary Ace Durano and even the 
lovely Bea Zobel. 

It has definitely lured me as well and Tm 
pretty sure others will be lured into going 
there, too. Expect some major upsurge in 
tourists in Bohol, thanks to Eskaya. 

Why fly to Maldives when we've got a piece 
of paradise here in our own turf, right? 


Gall 7274927 or 7255597; e-mail reserva- 
tions@eskayabeach.com ог visit wwwes- 
kayabeach.com 


E-mail the author at marksablan_2bu@ya- 
FOR THE COMPLETE Eskaya experience, a massage i hoo.com. 
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fUncompromising precision in a slim new shape. 
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Some people love ultra slim cameras. And some people love ultra sharp pictures. 
For people who love both, Canon introduces the new Digital KUS 70. Measuring only 
19.4mm in thickness, it features the far superior linear lens instead of a conventional 
tuck-and-fold type lens. The result is a level of clarity, sharpness and precision 

unprecedented in a digital camera this sim. What's more, it comes with the powerful DIGIC Il imaging Processor for fast and accurate operation, 

‘and a new Pure Colour LCD that helps you see and compose your photos better. It even features Multiple Face Detection for shooting spectacular 

looking group photos. The slim yet sharp Digital IXUS 70. Who says you can't have it ай? 
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The backpacker’ S 
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‘HEN TALKING ABOUT 
El Nidos pristine 
beaches, people often 


use hushed tones. Like the Ark of 
the Covenant or the Fountain of 
Youth, the place is elusive, myste- 
rious and visiting it must there- 
fore come at great expense. 

But it turns out El Nido is not 
the exclusive domain of dollar- 
toting tourists. All you need, real- 
уу, is stamina and a lot of time. We 
went there recently for the Third 
Kalugta'n Arts Festival 

There are two ways to go to 
Palawan from Manila. Air Philip- 
pines, Cebu Pacific and Philippine 
Airlines all have regular flights to 
Puerto Princesa. The fare aver- 
ages P3,000 and takes an hour. 
(SeaAir flies direct to El Nido at a 
more prohibitive cost.) 

Ifyou want a more leisurely ship 
ride, Negros Navigation and Super 
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KAYAKING to Small Lagoon 


Ferry both sail there once a week. A 
ticket is around P2,000 and the trip. 
takes about a day and a hal 

Once in Puerto Princesa, make 
your way to the bus terminal at 
the New Public Market in San 
Jose. Buses leave between 5 a.m. 
and 9 a.m.; the fare is P250. From 
there, it’s а nine-hour bus ride 
north through Roxas and Taytay 
before you reach El Nido. 

‘The views on the way are var- 
ied: undulating hills, blue waters, 
rocky coastlines and fields dotted 
with huts. Bring your hat and a 
bandana, as the road transforms 
from paved to rough soon 
enough. 


Expensive but delicious 
The town of El Nido is named 
after the expensive but very deli- 
cious bird's nest soup of Chinese 
cuisine. People trek to the Taraw 
(limestone cliffs) that majestical- 
ly rise around the town to retrieve. 
the swiftlets’ nest, to the birds" 


Now, the biggest and widest remittance network in the Philippines! 


+ Cash pick-up at any BDO or EPCI branch, SM Forex Counters, BDOFSI Onsite Outlets and 
rural bank partners nationwide! 
+ Enjoy extended banking hours. Claim till 7pm at selected BDO branches and all 
BDOFSI Onsite Outlets till 8pm at all SM Forex Counters even on Saturdays and Sundays! 
* Receive money in just 30 minutes or less. Remittance may be claimed in Peso or US Dollar. 


Wider network of pick-up channels in the countryside through the following rural bank partners: 


T^. 


WINDSURFING at 
El Nido town beachfront 
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Rural Bank 
Partners 


BRAVING waves at Simizu Island 


El Nido is not the 
exclusive domain 
of dollar-toting 
tourists. All you 
need, really, is 


stamina and a lot 
of time 


detriment. These sell for an aver- 
age of P200,000 a kilo! 

The beachfront is accessible 
from the municipal hall. The view 
atany time of day is amazing, and. 
will wash your fatigue away! Ac- 
commodations are plentiful, de- 
pending on your preference and 
budget. Affordable cottages are 
located just a few paces from the 
beach. 

EINido isa protected area, and 
so marine life conservation is tak- 
en very seriously. Arvin Acosta, 
head of the Municipal Tourism 
Office, bemoans the fact that on- 
ly 14 percent of our coral reefs 
are still surviving." 

You can choose to spend your 
days swimming and sunbathing. 
Take some good shoes if you plan 
to go cliff climbing. The town is the 
jump-off point for island-hopping. 
There are so many accessible is- 
lands, and within those islands are 
different spots that you can visit. 
Тош guides usually offer packages 


6 Al BDO & EPCI Branches 
308 OU Forex Counters 
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that will take you to several loca- 
tions in one go. These start at P500 
per person, with a minimum of 
four persons per boat. 

Among the must-see islands 
are said to be Lagen, Miniloc, 
Matinloc and Tres Marias Islands. 
Keep your eyes peeled for dol- 
phins that just might swim beside 
your boat in the waters off Heli- 
Copter Island. 

Snorkeling gear are also avail- 
able for rent and, for an additi 
al fee, сап come with packed 
lunch. Establishments like the Art 
Café offer windsurfing lessons 
and have kayaks for rent. 

Watch the sun set at Sea Slugs 
or Ricson's, then enjoy dinner as 
you listen to the waves. For more 
island nightlife, go to Balay Tubay 
along Calle Real. The ambience is 
ethnic folk, and it’s the regular 
haunt of artists and musicians. 
"The atmosphere is so laidback, 
you can grab the percussions and 
jam with the performers. 

For breakfast, hearty meals are 
served by Ricson's, Balay Tübay 
and Aplaya Restaurant. Get your 
supplies from Socrates store just 
across Aplaya Restaurant, which 
sells practically everything, even 
hammocks. 

‘The people of EI Nido are kind, 
friendly and reserved. So on this 
beach, you won't be hounded by 
vendors selling pearls or offering 
massage services. It’s also safe to 
leave your sarong and slippers on 
the sand as you swim. After all, El 
Nido, with its fine sand and blue- 

green sea, is best appreciated by 
just jumping into the waters! 
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Navidad and 
her father’s 

legacy 

‘I made the right decision 
to enter the one place 

I thought | could 

not stand—politics’ 


By Gmeleen Faye B. Топос 
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-problem of vigilante killings in their place. 


ung for politics? 


7 on Тореуой” 


Not just the general's daughter 


for, among others, a contestant for 

"Star Struck”. She once arrived at a 

Tadio station to be interviewed and was 

promptly asked if she was a contestant for 
the popular talent search program. 

This pretty and athletic 24-year-old, 
however, has a more serious agenda. Her 
dream: To represent the welfare of labor- 
ers and workers through her party, Demo- 
cratic Independent Workers’ Association 
(Diwa). 

She had just started a promising career 
as an attorney when Diwa invited her to 
run as its first nominee. It was a hard deci- 
sion, but she says that her desire to make a 
difference in this country tilted the scale. 

The choice came as no surprise to the 
friends of this UP Law graduate. A member 
of the Ayala Young Leaders Alliance, she 
served as president of the De La Salle Uni- 
versity Student Council, and chairperson of 
the Union ôf Catholic Student Councils of 
the Philippines. 

Her peers have long known about her 
keen interest in labor law, and her enthusi- 

1 astic participation as a member of Diwa. 

She explains, “I find myself complaining 
about everything I find wrong in our laws, 
in Philippine politics, and in this country. If 

| turned my back on the opportunity to do 
1 something about those problems, then I 
lose the right to complain." 

But accepting Diwa's nomination would 


E: AGLIPAY HAS BEEN MISTAKEN 


Em Aglipay, daughter 
of Gen. Edgardo 
Aglipay, believes that 
the youth should do 


more than complain 


be rising up to the challenge of change.” In 
the words of lawyer Tita Agbayani, the fifth 
nominee of Diwa, “you can see in her hope for 
our country" 

Her passion for her cause fuels her to wake 
up as early as 3 a.m. to travel outside Manila, 
either by land, by plane, or by Ro-Ro. Since Di- 
wa has to court voters all over the country, she 
attends campaign sorties in every region, and is 
a regular guest speaker at conventions and 
youth camps all over the country. She also 
meets and forms alliances with non-govem- 
ment organizations, such as the National Con- 
federation of Tricycle Drivers and Operators 
Association of the Philippines. One of her more 
memorable experiences while on the campaign 
trail was when she spoke at a high school grad- 
ation in Padre Burgos, Leyte. She laughingly 
narrates, “While waiting for the graduation to 
begin, a family approached me. I thought that 
they wanted me to take their picture. It turned 


Makati's genuine choice? 


WENTYFIVEYEAR-OLD ERWIN 
| Genuino has а lot on his plate. To run 
for congressman of the 2nd district of 
Makati, the country's premier business and fi 
nancial district, would be enough to daunt 
the most seasoned politician. Yet the unas- 
Suming and soft-spoken Erwin is relentless. 

Everyday, he does the rounds of houses, 
speeches before NGOs or youth groups, and 
interviews with the press. 

At 9, p.m., he goes up on stage for daily 
barangay rallies which last until the wee 
Hours of the morning. This is aside from his 
duties as vice-president for legal affairs of the 
"Trace Group of Companies, and his weekly 
column in Tanod, a daily Metro Manila 
tabloid. 

So far, his efforts seem to be paying off. He 
shares that during their rallies, the audience 
doesn't go home even if it rains. He adds, “When 
І go into a house filled with my opponents 
streamers on the outside, I find my posters well- 
preserved in the living rooms, bedrooms and 
bathrooms. It is really heart-warming,” 

Aside from his efforts in campaigning, Er- 
win credits the warm turnout to his work in 
the Welfare Integration Network, which has 
since evolved into a group called Tropang G. 


The unassuming and soft- 
spoken Erwin Genuino 
steps up to the challenge 
of representing Makati 


A loose alliance of individuals and organiza- 
tions, itconducts health awareness and sports 
development projects, livelihood training 
seminars and feeding programs. 

Aside from his brother Anthony who is also 
running for councilor of the 1st District of 
Makati, there are no other politicians in his 
family. To help him plot his strategy, he has 
seasoned campaign managers, some of whom 
used to work with his opponents. 

If elected, his Legal Management degree 
from Ateneo and his law degree from UP 
would work to his advantage. He intends to 
file bills that would provide further benefits to 
solo parents, as well as to military personnel. 
He also plans to allocate funds for a massive 
low-cost housing project and for free or cheap 
medicine. 

With all these plans, you might wonder if 


ош they wanted to have their picture taken 
with me.” When she needs guidance, she 
tums to her mentor, former PNP Chief Gen. 
Edgardo Aglipay for guidance. 

Should she be elected as party-list repre- 
sentative, she will support a nationwide, 
across-the-board increase of P125 in the 
minimum wage, as well as stiffer penalties 
for violations of labor laws. Cooperatives 
for rural laborers, fisher folk and farmers 
are also in her agenda. Some have com- 
‘mented though that she may be too young 
for this position, where she will be working 
with colleagues twice her age. Em coun- 
ters, “It is precisely because of my youth 
that I am fit for this job. Because of my ide- 
alism, 1 refuse to accept that a wrong can- 
not be changed just because it’s been there 
for the longest time. I will struggle for what 
is right even when the system leads us to 

GBT 


he has time for a special someone. He has 
been romantically linked with Anne Curtis, 
who was by his side when he filed his Certifi- 
cate of Candidacy. “We're friends. Like me, 
she’s into charity work so she helps me out 
when she can.” 

What Erwin is very explicit about though, is 
his concern for his district. “When people 
think of Makati, they think of Ayala, Forbes, 
Dasmariñas, etc. Most people are not aware 
of Pembo, Rizal, Comembo and the other 
barangays that remain steeped in poverty 
right beside the financial center of the cou 
try" So even if he has been dubbed as too пісе 
and gentle to become a politician, he is unde- 
terred. "Makati is a challenge to any veteran 
politician who enters the fray, more so to a po- 
litical neophyte. But as 1 like to say, “yung 
maliit, nakakapuwing." GBT 
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Or more of the same 
old politics? 


Kenn’s campaign 
kicks off 


ENN PASCUAL TOBIAS 
had not yet graduated 
from college when he filed 

his candidacy for Councilor of Sta. 

Cruz, Laguna. At 21 years old, just 

three years above legal age, Kenn 

is ready to parlay his Public Ad- 
ministration degree into a stint on 
the Municipal Council. 

Laguna Governor Teresita 
Lazaro was looking for candi 
dates to fill up the Lakas-CMD 
slate when someone presented 
Xenr's resume. Impressed by his 
stints in the UP Diliman Universi- 
ty Student Council and in UP 
Gawad Kalinga, he was promptly 
recruited. It was a fortuitous 
event, as Kenn had always 
dreamed of becoming a public of- 
ficer as early as his junior year in 
high school. With this goal in 
mind, he joined the Gawad San 
Luis foundation, an organization 
of youth leaders in Laguna. He al- 
so pursued studies in Public Ad- 
ministration at UP Diliman. So 
determined was he that he had 
originally planned to run as an in- 
dependent candidate, even if the 
two opposing candidates for 
Mayor of Sta. Cruz are both his 
uncles. 

Campaigning, he says, has 
been quite hectic. Every morning, 
he goes around the houses in his 
town, together with several vol- 
unteers who distribute his leaflets 
and sample ballots. He attends 
barangay caucuses at night and 
regularly sends letters to commu- 
nity leaders asking for their sup- 
port. Even ordinary folk are 
pitching in. During a proclama- 
tion rally, he ran out of 20-peso 
bills to buy mineral water. Unfor- 
tunately, all his volunteers were 


Kris Ablan's weighty inheritance 


At just 21 years 
old, Kenn is ready 
to parlay his Public 
Administration 
degree into a stint 
as councilor of Sta. 
Cruz, Laguna 


also empty-handed that day A 
juice vendor in the crowd over- 
heard his problem and offered 
drinks to him, for free. 

Tt is, after all, for them that he 
runs. He plans to promote agri- 
business as a source of livelihood 
for his townmates, and to estab- 
lish a fuel refilling station owned 
by tricycle operators and drivers 
Asa fresh graduate himself, he al- 
so wants to promote college 
scholarships for the deserving 
According to him, while Sta. Cruz 
is the capital of Laguna, it has 
Jong been overtaken by its more 
developed neighbors. To place his 
town at par with Laguna’s devel- 
oped towns is his dream. 

Ina country where every candi- 
date is saying the same things, 
Келл honesty and candidness is 
refreshing. When asked about his 
interests aside from his stint selling 
real estate, he quickly pipes up, “I 
am still an eligible bachelor so І 
need to look for my Miss Right.” 
With his boundless love for his town 
and his enthusiasm for life, finding 
that special someone should be the 
least of his concerns. GBT 


OR KRIS ABLAN, POLITICS IS REALLY 
in his blood. His father is Congress- 
man Roque Ablan, Jr. His grandfather, 

the late Roque Ablan, Sr. was once governor 

of Ilocos Norte. Now, at 29 years old, he is 
making his first foray into local polities with 
his candidacy for Provincial Board member 
of the first district of locos Norte under 

Lakas-CMD. 

His political pedigree seems to serve him 
well. Once, while shaking hands with an 
old lady in a remote town, he was taken 
aback when she suddenly started crying 
and hugging him. Tearfully, she recounted 
that his grandmother, the late Manuela 
Ablan, had helped her before. These days, 
his father, who is also the Provincial Chair 
of his political party, is mentoring and 
teaching him the nuances of campaigning. 

Yet, on his own, Kris has enough crede 
tials that could match any other candi- 


‘Lam not 
the next 
Hoque 
Ablan, Jr; 
Гат the 
first Kris 
Ablan’ 


date's. A Legal Management graduate of Ate- 
neo de Manila University, he was representa- 
tive of the Ateneo Sanggunian. He went on to 
win as chair of the UP Diliman Student Coun- 
cil, defying initial expectations that he would 
lose out to the candidate of the then-prevail- 
ing student political party. While finishing his 
law studies at UB he worked with his father in. 
lobbying for various bills in Congress. Recent- 
ly, before he filed his candidacy, he served as 
an Associate Solicitor at the Office of the So- 
licitor General. 

‘Mornings usually find him having break- 
fast meetings as early as 6 a.m. When he does 
not have a speaking engagement or a LAKAS- 
CMD campaign rally, he makes the rounds of 
houses and public markets. “I've also started 
to dance with my volunteers, my nephew and 
my niece after my speech in some political ral- 
lies to attract more people,” he chuckles. Dur- 
ing these sorties, he shares his plans to seek 


funding to improve benefits to teachers and 
to encourage Ilocano balikbayans to put up 
businesses in the province. He also intends to 
facilitate the construction of the Посоз Norte 
International Convention Center and Hotel. 
True to his law background, he will propose 
the establishment of arbitration as a standard 
solution in settling disputes. He calls his 
province “an unpolished gem," as it still has a 
lot to offer aside from the famous bagnet, 
longganisa, chichacorn and beaches. 

Does he think that his youth is an advan- 
tage? Without skipping a beat, Kris answers, 
"Every time 1 shake hands with people, Гат 
told “naka-ub-ubing ka" (You look so young), 
On the one hand, it’s a good factor because 
people are drawn to me and I can immediately 
converse with them that just look young but I 
am already a lawyer. On the other hand, some. 
people get skeptical. I have to remind them 
that I just look young but I am very well quali- 


KRIS Ablan with Ilocos Norte Governor 
Ferdinand “Bong Bong" Marcos, Jr. 


fied and of age and experience.” Certainly it 
is an experience honed in part by growing 
up under the tutelage of his province's polit- 
ical bigwigs. Yet while he is grateful for their 
guidance, he thinks awhile and then adds, “I 
am not the next Roque Ablan Jr; I am the 
first Kris Ablan." GBT 
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‘want 

to serve my 
district 
since | have 
seen how 
much 
difference 
a public 
servant 
can make,’ 
says 

Adam Jala 


Bohol’s new face? 


FTER HANDILY HURDLING THE BAR 
exams last year, Adam Jala, 27, is set 
for another challenge—running for 

Tepresentative of the 3rd District of Bohol un- 

der Lakas-CMD. 

‘Although he is the son of the incumbent rep- 
resentative, he is not exempted from having to 
court votes. He goes around all 49 towns of his 
district, talking to local leaders and speaking in 
rallies. He breaks out into a smile while recall- 
ing his very first public speaking engagement 
where he had to speak to hundreds of people 
in straight Visayan language. 

Why run as representative when he could 
start with, say, couneilor? Adam readily an- 
swers, “The task of a representative is very 
unique. He is elected only locally, yet he is 
tasked to create laws for the country. This is a 
position that needs both local and national 
perspective.” 

His law degree from Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity, as well as his familiarity with the prob- 
lems of his district, would also come in handy. 
He says that he would rather run for office 
while still young, as he believes that his youth 


isan advantage. 

“Youth means idealism. The intention for 
joining public service is pure and untainted, 
‘and service is the utmost goal. The drive is 
public service, not politics.” 

He brushes aside criticisms that since he is 
young, he is inexperienced and irresponsible. 
Ifyounger candidates start to doubt their own 
capabilities, he argues, this would create a 
culture of apathy among the youth. 

If elected, he intends to schedule regular 
meetings with local leaders so that the plan 
for each town would be in harmony with 
those of the other towns, and with that of the 
whole district as well. 

He points out the need to provide basic in- 
frastructure and social services in all parts of 
the district. 

Proudly, he says, “Our district has great po- 
tential for tourism. The Loboc River, the tar- 
siers, and Chocolate Hills are located here. 
Since I was 13 years old, I have grown up with 
my father in public service. I want to serve my 
district since I have seen how much difference 
a public servant can make.” GBT 


areae Eeoa 


1) Kris Ablan 


ing the last election. 


whole experience. 


Win some, lose some 


Kris won as provincial board member of Ilocos 
Norte. For him, the election day was the 
longest day of his lite. Looking back, Kris 
laments that despite voters’ demand for a re- 
‘sponsible and corruption-free government, 
some voters themselves sold their votes dur- 


2) Erwin Genuino 

Unfortunately, Erin flied in lis bid to be- 
come the congressman of the second district 
of Makati. But with a smile, he declares that he. 
Sid better than the results would show, and 
nat he leamed more about himself rom the 


3) MayMay Navidad 

MayMay won as councilor of Digos City, Davao 
del Sur She is honored by the mandate given 
to her by her constituents, and vows to contin- 
Usher father's legacy of public service. Her fa- 


ther was also a councilor until his death three 
years ago. 


4) Kenn Tobias 

Kenn Tobias failed to bag a seat in the Sta. Cruz 
town council of Laguna. But he is thankful for 
the lessons in campaign planning and the op- 
portunity to touch base with the people. 


5) Em Aglipay 

As of now, things are looking tough for the 
Democratic Independent Workers Association 
(Diwa). the party-list candidate. After voting on 
election day, Em said she proceeded to Diwa's 
office to assist in poll watching. She said Diwa 
could have run а тоге solid campaign. It was 
the party-st groups first try in the party-list 
election 


6) Adam Jala 
Adam Jala won as congressman of the third 
district of Bohol. He succeeds his father. 
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Dont let cables 
cramp your 
Internet surfing 
style. You can turn 
your own home 
into a Wifi hotspot 


By Pam Pastor 


USED TO SLEEP BESIDE A TANGLED 
І mess of wires. My laptop's power adaptor, 
Internet cable, camera and mobile phone 
chargers, camera's USB cable, iPod's USB ca- 
ble and earphones make up my very own hi- 
tech nest. 

So much for a real wireless lifestyle. 

To make things worse, for a long time my 
cable connection was constantly spotty, no 
thanks to my faulty cable. One wrong move 
and my connection would die, cutting off 
all-important YM conversations and killing 

+ intense blogging sessions. 

Iwas then constantly rooted to one place. 
My laptop defeated its purpose; putting it 
on my lap was a sure way to end my Internet 
happy hour. There was even a time I crashed 
‘on the couch for days because that was the 
only place the cable could reach. 

Back then, the aching back and listless 
sleep seemed worthy sacrifices for this in- 
curable Internet junkie. It didn't even mat- 
ter that people would walk into the living 
room to spot me, pajama-clad and sprawled 
on the couch, sleeping with my mouth open 

But I knew I needed help and so I called 
my tech-savvy friends. They had two words 
‘for me: wireless routers. 

1 soon learned that these little machines 
can turn your home into a Wifi hotspot, as 
long as you have a DSL or cable connection. 
And the great part is they don't cost a lot 
when you think of what they can do. They're 

4 normally sold for P2,350-P2,750. 

TP-Link, a huge manufacturer of home 
networking products in China, has been 
bringing in wireless routers and other net- 
working devices to the country in its at- 
tempt to explore the global market. Its prod- 
ucts, which have been reaping awards for 
quality, price and design, are available 
through many distributors around the coun- 
чу. 

tested one of its routers (the best-selling 
WRÉ42G) and was soon basking in the glory 
of having wireless connection at home. 
"Things becamea lot easier, and multitasking 
a breeze. I was able to watch videos on 
YouTube while dyeing my hair pink in the 
kitchen and check my e-mail while drying 

ü my hair. 

ü Mobility isn’t just the big payoff. Having a 
wireless connection at home allows several 

computers to access the connection at the 

same time. 

It worked really well for me since my 
mom was rocking her new laptop and dis- 
covering the wonders of YM and its many 
audibles. Our three computers in the house. 
were all able to go online simultaneous- 
ly—even the desktop, thanks to the USB 
adapter. 

That meant my brother and I could send 
Я YouTube links to each other even if he was 
just in another room, 

‘And if you are tech-savvy enough to know 
the ins and outs of MySpace and Friendster 
but not tech-savvy enough to mess with con- 
1 nections and settings, TP-Link offers tech 
support to make life a little easier. 

Because each home setup is unique, the 
distributors can also offer assistance in 
choosing which products you would need to 
build your own Wifi zone. Just make sure 
your neighbor isn’t stealing your connec- 
tion. 

Now I still sleep beside a tangled mess of 
wires—but minus one. Thanks to the magic 
of wireless routers, I can keep an eye on my 
Multiply’s comments board even while tak- 
ing a shower. Not that intend to. Really. 


F For more info, call 7261788 or visit 

$. www.tp-link.com. 

6 E-mail the author at ppastor@inquir- 
ercom.ph 
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LIFESTYLE 


A taste of Tuscany in Manila 


By Maui V. Reyes 
201 Correspondent 


CHEF ANGEL ABAN WAS DUMBFOUNDED. 
Some customers had just told her they found 
out about her restaurant, which has been 
open for only three months, from a blog. 

Flattered but confused, Aban ran over to her 
9-year-old son and asked, “What's a blog?" 

‘Such is the story many patrons of Pizzeria 
‘Toscana tell the owners. While a bit hidden by 
a condo cluster in a side street in Manila, this 
quaint and homey resto has become a favorite 
haunt of bloggers and foodies. 

‘The brainchild of Aban and her partner, An- 
thony Parungao, Pizzeria Toscana was the re- 
sult of the culinary courses the two had taken 
at Amici de Don Bosco. 

‘They had began by cooking only for friends 
and family, until a commercial unit-turned-PC 
warehouse near their homes became vacant. 
Despite having day jobs (Parungao is a busi- 
ness director for sales at a well-known bank, 
while Aban is a professor at San Beda) and ze- 


то experience in the restaurant business, the 
‘two jumped at the chance to fulfill a dream. 

“We told ourselves that if someone else put 
up a restaurant there, we'd never forgive our- 
selves,” Parungao said. "So we went ahead 
and opened up our own.” 


Food and family 

Tuscan cuisine, as Parungao put it, is essen- 
tially about family. So the resto is managed in 
true family fashion: Parungao and Abad 
themselves do the cooking, the former spe- 
cializing in pizza and meat dishes and the lat- 
ter pasta and desserts. Everything on the 
menu is indeed a labor of love. 

The same close-knit vibe suffuses the small 
30-seater restaurant. Family members paint- 
ed the walls and refurbished second-hand 
chairs, and photos of the makeover process 
adorn the walls. There are also framed pa- 
parazzi shots of celebrities eating or cooking 
pasta—Richard Gere, John Wayne, even 
Sophia Loren. 

Despite never having been to Tuscany, 
Parungao and Aban decided on this specific 
type of cuisine because they were challenged 
by the creativity it entailed. 

“Tuscany has a lot of mountainous areas, so 
the people make do with what's available. I 
like that because you're forced to be inven- 
tive,” Parungao said. 

‘And it shows in their dishes. The menu has 
the usual staples (Puttanesca pasta, P170; 
Chicken Calzone, P270; Pepperoni pizza, 
P295), but there are signature dishes as well. 

These include Bramasole pizza (P270), 
topped with mozzarella, tomatoes, an- 
chovies, and scrambled quail eggs. The Salsa. 
di Norcino pasta (P170) is a spicy dish of 


smoked sausages, but- 
ton mushrooms, and 
fennel seeds in tomato 
sauce. The hearty Pasta 
Polpette (P170) has 
generous helpings of 
meatballs, and is a 
meal in itself. 

The couple's creativ- 
ity is most evident in 
the resto's monthly spe- 
cials. For June, it's Bacalla 
Pizza (P270), a surprisingly 
tasty dish with cod fish top- 
pings. The idea for June's offer- 
ing came about when a Japanese 
customer kept asking if Pizzeria 
Toscana had cod fish pizza. Since they al- 
ready had fish on their menu (Bacalla alla 
Livornese, P150), the couple decided to cre 
ate a pizza for the customer, and Bacalla Pizza 
was bom. 

“Probably one of the reasons people keep 
coming back is because we're pretty generous 
with our toppings,” Parungao said. 


Busy schedules 

Pizzeria Toscana hopes to expand its busi- 
ness, but fears it might lose its “family” touch. 
As it is, Parungao and Abad find themselves 
rushing home from work to operate the 
restaurant. The resto is open only from 6:30- 
10 p.m., Mondays to Saturdays. 

With such busy schedules, Parungao said 
that most expansion they could do within the 
next few months would be "to be open for 
lunch on weekend: 

But neither of them is complaining. As 
Parungao purit, cooking is therapeutic for him, 
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and he doesn't see the restaurant as a job. 

“Some people like to go to the bars or play 
billiards after work. Me, I cook pizza.” 

As for Aban, she also bakes killer blueberry 
cheesecakes in her spare time. 

It’s quite rare for anyone to fulfill his or her 
dreams and get paid for it. For Aban and 
Parungao, Pizzeria Toscana is doing just that. 

The only downside is, “Our friends are very 
happy for us, but they're also quite sad be- 
cause we don't have the time to cook for them 
anymore!" said Aban. 

Pizzeria Toscana is at G/F Dunville Condo- 
minium, 1-A Castilla corner Valencia Streets, 
New Manila. Call 4113550 or 09178259546 
or e-mail Toscana.pizzeria@yahoo.it. They 
deliver within the vicinity of Valencia Hills, 
Gilmore Heights, Xavier Hills, Garden Island 
Condoville, and Granada Street. 


At Pizzeria 
Toscana, 
every dish 
isa 

labor 

of love 


YUMMY Bacalla 
Pizza 
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prize at MTV Movie Awar 


UNIVERSAL CITY, CALIFORNIA—CAP- 
tain Jack Sparrow was the big winner at 
the MTV Movie Awards as “Pirates of 
the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest” was 
named best movie and its star, Johnny 
Depp, won for best performance. 

Depp joined “Pirates” producer Jerry 
Bruckheimer to aecept the Golden Pop- 
corn trophy. ? 

“This is the man who did it all right 
here, Johnny Depp,” Bruckheimer said 
Sunday. “Without him, we wouldn't be 
here.” 

“Га like to thank this man and Disney 
for not firing me first,” Depp quipped. 

Other big winners during the live 
broadcast from the Gibson Amphithe- 
ater included Mike Myers, who won the 
MTV Generation Award, and Sacha 
Baron Cohen, who collected two tro- 
phies. 

Cohen earned the comedic perfor- 

Rihanna 


WILL Ferrell 


A MUSICAL performance from 


палез 


mance prize for his starring turn in “Bo- 
rat: Cultural Learnings of America for 
Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kaza- 
khstan.” 

“Unfortunately, Borat can’t be here 
tonight," he joked. "He's been feeling 
the pressures of fame and had to check 
himself into rehab." 

Cohen also claimed best-kiss honors 
for his smooch with Will Ferrell in “Tal- 
ladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bob- 
by" The two comedians shared a long, 
passionate kiss—culminating in a roll- 
around-on-the-loor makeout session- 
—as they accepted their awards. 

The movie prizes were almost up- 
staged by a star who wasn’t nominate 
for any: Paris Hilton, 

JOHNNY/F2 


d JOHNNY Depp, best performance 


award for “Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Dead Man’s Chest” 
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PARIS (right) is 
shown in the back 
seat ofa car with her 
mother Kathy Hilton. 
in this frame grab 
from TMZ.com video, 
asshe arrives at the 
Men's Central Jail 
Central Booking in 

> downtown LA, зили 


bed 


Paris Hilton pops surprise at MTV Awards 


UNIVERSAL CITY, CALIFORNIA—PARIS 
Hilton expressed fear about her upcom- 
ing jail sentence while making a surprise 
visit to the MTV Movie Awards, saying 
she was "scared" but ready to do the 
time. 

"Гат trying to be strong right now,” 
said Hilton, who wore a black strapless 
dress and jewels to the event Sunday. 
She stopped briefly to pose for photos 
and speak to reporters. 

"The hotel heiress, ordered to report 


Johnny Depp, ‘Pirates’ bag 


‘The heiress, who must report to Los 
‘Angeles County Jail by midnight Tues- 
дау, caused a commotion when she ar- 
rived on the ruby carpet outside the am- 
phitheater. Wearing a ruffled black 
dress and dazzling jewels, she flashed 
her trademark coy smile as she posed 
for photos and talked with reporters. 
“Tm really scared but I'm ready to 
face my sentence,” she said. “Even 
though this is a really hard time, I have 
ту family, my friends and my fans to 
support me, and that’s really helpful.” 
Host Sarah Silverman cracked a 
crude joke at Hilton's expense to open 
the show, When the camera panned to 


MIKE Myers, MTV Generation Awardee 


палыз Travolta backstage. 


to jail by Tuesday for violating her pro- 
bation in an alcohol-related reckless 
driving case, said her family, friends 
and fans have helped her prepare for 
her nearly three-week sentence behind 
bars. 

“Tve received thousands of letters 
from around the world of support and 
it's been inspirational and really helped 
me," she said. “I did have a choice to go 
to a pay jail. But I declined because I 
feel like the media portrays me in a way 


Hilton, she was not smiling. 

Then the focus turned to films. 
MTV's irreverent mix of honors in- 
cludes prizes for best fight and best vil- 
lain, plus awards for aspiring filmmak- 
ess. 

Jack Nicholson was the winning vil- 
lain, capturing the Golden Popcorn tro- 
phy for his mobster role in “The Depart- 
ed.” The fight prize went to Gerard But- 
ler, who battled 
“The Uber Im- 
mortal” їп the 
epic “300.” 

The break- 
through perfor- 
mance — prize 
went to 9-year- 
old Jaden Smith, 
who starred op- 
posite his father, 
Will Smith, im 
"The Pursuit of 
Happyness.” He 


JACK Nicholson, 
best villain in “The 
Departed” калы 


BRUCE Willis (left) chats with John 
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that I'm not. That's why I wanted to go 
to county, to show that I can do it and 
Tm going to be treated like everyone 
else. I'm going to do the time, I'm going 
to do it the right way.” 

When Hilton was sentenced May 4, 
Superior Court Judge Michael Т. Sauer 
ruled that she would not be allowed 
any work release, furloughs or use of an 
alternative jail or electronic monitoring 
in lieu of jail: 

Though a judge sentenced her to 45 


From page Fl 


GERARD 
Butler, 

best fight 
for “300” 


accepted his award by video 
from Toronto with his дай у 
by his side and hismombe- Nu € 

The two-hour program 
was punctuated by musical 
performances. Rihanna and 
Jay-Z paired up on her new 
song, “Umbrella,” and soul 
songstress Amy Winehouse 
sang her mega hit, “Rehab.” 

The 16-year-old awards show 
unveiled two new categories Sunday: 
Best movie spoof and best summer 
movie you haven't seen yet. Andy Sig- 
nore, a filmmaker from Pennsylvania, 
won for “United 300,” a hybrid spoof of 
“300” and "United 93." 

“Transformers,” due July 3, was 
named the best as-yet-unseen summer 
film. 

MTV viewers voted by telephone, 
text message and Internet to choose the 


hind the camera. eat 


+ winners in all categories. 


days behind bars, Hilton is expected to 
serve only 23 days because of a state 
law that requires shorter sentences for 
good behavior. 

Hilton said the jail sentence had 
forced her to reflect. 

"Even these past couple weeks, it's 
completely changed my life,” she said. 
"Even though it’s а scary thing lm using 
it in a positive way and when I come 
out, I can't wait to start my new life and 
be even stronger than Tam now." 


SARAH 


Silverman hosts 


the show. 
кале, 


“BLOOD DIAMOND,” 


journey through 
harsh but beaut. 
ful West Africa, is 
now available on 
a two-disc spe 
cialedition wide 
screen format 
from Warner 
Home Video. 

The film 
stars Leonar- 
do DiCaprio, 
Djimon 
Hounsou 
and Jen- 
nifer Con- 
nelly. 

Directed 
by ac 
claimed 


film: 


of the human cost of 
the diamond trade 
in war-torn Sierra 
Leone. 


‘Sublime’ 
“Sublime,” star- 

ring Tom Cavanagh, 

Kathleen “Bird” 


Video. 


maker Edward Zwick, it tells 


York, Lawrence-Hilton 
cobs and Katherine Cunning- 
ham-Eves, is now on disc 
courtesy of Warner Home 


‘Blood Diamond’ 


AN and asocial and political alle- 


epic that takes viewers on a догу, the movie was recently 


selected for the 2007 
Cinequest Film Festi- 
val "New 

y Visions" 
category. 
Directed 

by Тоу 
Krantz from 

a screenplay 

by Erik Jen- 
dresen, the 
movie also 
features а 

DVD sound- 
track міф 
three songs 
from artist York. 


Desperation’ 
Stephen King's 

“Desperation,” 
which was translat- 
ed into film by di- 
rector Mick Garris, 
is now on video in 
DVD format. 

In the thriller, 
King delivers anoth- 
er mix of fear, ten- 
sion and suspense in 
a story about a group of 
strangers who become reluc- 
tant heroes while battling to 
bring down an unearthed 
evil. 

Ron Perlman, Tom Skeritt, 
Steven Weber, Charles Durn- 
ing, Annabeth Gish and Hen- 
ry Thomas star. 


New. 
‚Ом у 
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A modern-day horror tale 
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STAR WORLD HAS A NEW SHOW, 
“Commander in Chief,” that gives a 
new spin to the “presidential drama" 
format firmed up by “The West 
Wing": This time, the US president is 
a woman (played by Geena Davis). 

‘Telecast at 2 p.m. on Sundays, the 
drama series manages to hold its own 
when compared to “The West Wing,” 
because it scrupulously avoids imitating 
the older series and strives to make iton 
its own. 

Its story starts when the US president 
suddenly passes away, and his female 
vice president is thrust into the center of 
power with no time to catch her breath. 

She plays it by ear, but is gutsy 
‘enough to keep her counsel and resist 
all sorts of pressure to nominate a well- 
placed vice president who isn’t her per- 
sonal choice. 


Problems abound 

‘That takes a lot of doing, because her 
‘own husband cant resist whispering 
the occasional word of counsel into her 
weary ear. The way he does it suggests 
that this could become a major problem 
for the presidential couple, and could 
even affect their marriage. 

Other problems abound: Politically 
Donald Sutherland plays an en- 
trenched kingmaker who wants to 
make sure that the new US president 
doesn't succeed. 

He floats a nominees name so 
adroitly he makes it seem like the presi- 
dent has already decided in his favor. 

But she stil refuses to follow his lead, 
and insists hat a former foe of hers, a 


тнт 


ENTER 


The president is a tough 
but vulnerable lady 


general who is also а clever political 
player, becomes her vice president de- 
spite his great reluctance to accept the 
“thankless” job. 

Personally, the president also has 
many problems, since the members of 
her family refuse to subsume their petty 
agendas to her and the nation's more 
over-aching priorities. 

For instance, her teenage daughter 
loses her гей-ай dairy, and the FBI is 
afraid that, if it falls into the wrong 
hands, it could gravely embarrass the 
president. Thank goodness, the boil is 
lanced before it can become a major 
problem—but other worries and irri 
tants soon take its place. 

‘At the storm center of all of these 
problems and pressures is the president 

erself, and Geena Davis is charged 
the major thespic obligation to 
make her character so well-rounded 
that she can convincingly and empa- 
thetically handle the wide range of con- 
cerns that accost her from day to stress- 
ful day. 

It is a tribute to Davis’ developed 
range as a performer that she's able to 
do this with a unique combination of 
authority and vulnerability. 

‘The authority makes her truly “presi- 


ential,” and the vulnerability saves the 
series from ending up as a turgid dra- 
matized documentary of the US presi- 
dent's official and personal lives. 

Trouble is, the series focuses so much 
оп the president that most other char- 
acters fade into the background. We 
trust that, as the series unfolds, its focus 
won't be quite as rigorous, so that the 
full panoply of its oval office drama can 
truly unfold. 

1s Hillary Clinton watching? Is Gloria 
Arroyo? Hmm, maybe they could teach 
Geena Davis a thing or two! 


‘NB! 

Natasha Bedingfield's second album, 
"NB." features songs that sequentially 
explore varying stages of love. 

With a No. 1 single in America, a No. 
1 UK debut album, and over six million. 
units sold worldwide, Bedingfield is the 
UKs biggest female pop star 

Her latest album features a stellar 
team of guest artists—Mike Elizondo, 
‘Adam Levine, Greg Kurstin, Andrew 
Frampton and longtime Madonna col- 
laborator Pat Leonard. The first cut to 
be taken from "N.B." is the forthcoming 
single, “I Wanna Have Your Babies.” 


Katharine McPhee 

“American Idol" runner-up Katharine 
McPhee recently released her much-an- 
ticipated debut album, which garnered 
rave reviews. The collection of pop, 
dance and R&B tunes features that hit 
carrier single “Over It.” McPhee is set to 
follow it up with her second single, 
“Love Story” 


Social responsibility? 


From Ed Balbalosa (ed.balbalosa@yahoo.ph) USSC, 
Suite 103 Centro Maximo, Jakosalem, Cebu City: 

The use (yes, for all intents and purposes, the ac- 
curate word is "use") of scantily clad and gyrating A. 
women is now a staple on Philippine prime 
time television, just to bring in the viewers x» 

(read: advertising revenues). Day in, day FEEDBACK 
out; during breakfast, lunch, and dinner, we 
and our children are bombarded with this fy „А 
mindless gyrating spectacle. 1 hope net- aig 
works realize the kind of culture they are 

thus propagating. All they have to do is go around 


the communities representing their so-called mar- 


ket niche and ask 
about movements 
steps. So much for 


Just to clarify 


and some cities like 


the children, girls in particular, 
they innocently accept as dance 
corporate social responsibility. 


From Duke Davis (dukke26Gyahoo.com) 
726 Market St., San Francisco, CA: 

‘About Miss Nora Aunor marrying another 

4 woman in Las Vegas: The state of Nevada does 

not allow same-sex marriage—only Hawaii, 

Vermont, New Jersey and Massachusetts do, 


‘San Francisco, New York and Mia- 
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"PIRATES of the Caribbean 3: 
At World's End" 


Finally, an ending 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 


They have Captain Barbossa (overacting- 
Contributor 


ly—but enjoyably—played Geoffrey Rush) on 
their side this time, and an alliance with Sin- 
gapore's top pirate Sao Feng (Chow Yun-Fat) 
could prove useful against the unexpected 
team-up between the tentacle-faced Davey 
Jones (Bill Nighy) and the forces led by Lord 
Cutler Beckett (Tom Hollander) 

There's also a subplot that surfaces and 
sinks away concerning the imprisoned god- 
dess Calypso, another enigma that wasn't ef- 
fectively explained. But like the plot device 

that she is, Calypso contributes her might to 
the desperate band of seafarers’ cause at the 
right moment. 


ITS STILL TOO LONG, BUT “PIRATES OF THE 
Caribbean 3: At World's End” finally ties up a 
number of loose ends, however forcibly at 
times, bringing an end to the complicated saga 
of Captain Jack Sparrow and his buccaneer co- 
horts. 

The popular and profitable series of pop- 
corn flicks hasn't always been smooth-sailing, 
as each of the blockbusters could have felt less 
cumbersome—and easier to comprehend—if 
unnecessary parts had been edited out. 

The Gore Verbinski-directed “Pirates 
3” picks up from the last sequel's 
cliffhanger ending, but its fun por- REVIEW 
tions stili get affected by its length. 

Its main characters aren't particu- 
larly memorable for pathos or 
uniqueness, with the exception of 
Jack Sparrow, played by Johnny Depp. Sadly, 
appearing in a flimsily plotted franchise like 
this can water down even the most lovable of 
quirky weirdos. 


Too long 
The viewer sees what he's come to 
expect, although it takes a full two 
hours before a big, satisfying show- 
down takes place. We have the unit- 
ed Pirate Lords, including the newly crowned 
Elizabeth (who soon inherits the lordship and 
the pirate fleet from the plot device named 
Sao Feng) facing off against their opponents 
at last, after a head-spinning council meeting 
that displayed some “honor among thieves” 
code. 

At least it is able to address the rarely 
brought up romance angle between Will and 
Elizabeth, who finally tie the knot stylishly їп 
the flurry of kicks, sword-swings and explod- 
ing vessels. It doesn’t make proper use as 
much of Jack Sparrow, alive and kicking 
again, but his rescue is also one of the movie's 
highlights. 

The touching scene after the end credits is 
опе of the few things the viewer would dis- 
tinctly remember from this part. Apart from 
closure and a little drunken fun, there's little 
else to make the film worth remembering. 


Not so funny 

This time around, Jack isn't as naturally 
funny, or as appealingly eccentric аз he was in 
"Pirates" past. The time is fitting then to lay 
this character to rest already, even when he 
just got resurrected. 

Not that the others didn't have anything to 
do. Elizabeth Swann (Keira Knightley) and 
Will Turner (Orlando Bloom) figure in one 
melee after another, busy improvising with 
quests upon quests, joining in treacherous al- 
liances, and double-crossing would-be allies 
for one reason or another. Sometimes, the de- 
tails get lost, and feel like fillers between the 
momentous plot points. 
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See leaflets for details. 
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June 1 to 3, 2007 


7 Double Midnight Madness Sale 
-Juna t & 2- up to 12 midnight; ~ 
June 3 -extended sale during тай hdure 
‘ONSTAGE -The perfect spot for concerts,stageplays —— " 
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ATEAM of stylists dolls up teen star Charee 
Pineda. 


SUNSHINE applies mascara on her own. 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by August dela Cruz 


TV SOAPS ARE IN A STATE OF FLUX. 

While fantaseryes seem to have lost their 
luster, traditional drama shows have made а 
comeback in the form of sineseryes and 
sinenobelas—or remakes of 1970s and 1980s 
movies like "Bakekang" and "Bituing Walang 
Ningning." 

Director Maryo J. de los Reyes observed 
“With the success of ‘Bakekang,’ I think peo- 
ple are more partial to straight dramas now.” 
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аган 
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“SEEMS 
we're lucky 
together,” 
says а, 
(right) of 
her 
tandem 
with 
Sunshine, 


Delos Reyes, who recently megged two tra- 
ditional tearjerkers for ABS-CBN (“Mga 
Anghel na Walang Langit” and “Calla Lily"), is 
returning to the genre with GMA 75 new 
prime time soap opera “Impostora,” which 

debuted on Monday. 
“Although it's an original story by RJ 
Nuevas, this soap has а komiks touch," De los 
Reyes explained. “It's a lot like a Mexican te- 
lenovela with its twists and turns. There's de- 
ception and intrigue. It requires suspension of 

disbelief” 
The soap tells the story of conjoined twins 
(played by Surf twins Charlotte and Charisse 
Hermosa as kids and by Iza Calzado and Sun- 
shine Dizon as adults). As kids, they are sepa- 
rated, but a brutal crime results in facial disfig- 
urement for one of the sisters. With the magic 
\ of plastic surgery, however, the other twin as- 
аазга: sumesa different persona (Sunshine Dizon). 
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network’s 
new prime 
time drama 


Sounds incredible, a cross between "Kam- 
bal Tuko” and "Hiram na Mukha"? 

Calzado admitted that the new soap "has 
fantastic elements. It stretches reality a bit, 
but it’s not totally unbelievable." 

Co-star Luis Alandy hoped that viewers 
‘would find the new soap “entertaining.” 

"That's our goal—to make an enjoyable se- 
ries,” De los Reyes concurred. 

Leading man Alfred Vargas pointed out: “1 
expect it to be an endearing show in the mold 
of "Bakekang, which captured the hearts of 
many Pinoys.” 

On the first few days of taping, De los Reyes 
recounted that the stars were “on their toes.” 

“Tve been very demanding. 1 want them to 
take acting seriously.” All the stars have been 
working hard, De los Reyes noted—particu- 
larly, Mark Anthony Fernandez, Dizon's part- 
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left; and Alfred. 
catchesa few Zs, 
above right. 
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"He has matured. He has depth,” the direc- 
tor said of Fernandez, whom he had last 
worked with in the teenaged flick "Kabilin- 
Bilinan ni Lola" in 1996. “He's very conscien- 
tious about his work. He calls me every so of- 
ten to ask about his performance.” 

Another crucial factor is the Dizon-Calzado 
partnership, which was put to the test in past 
Kapuso shows “Kung Mawawala Ka” and “En- 
cantadia." 

"We've known each other since we were 
kids,” Dizon recalled. а 

“We сате out in а TV special together. At 
that time, I wasn't in show biz full-time yet,” 
Calzado said. “Аз a co-star, Sunshine has been 
supportive and generous from the start.” $ 

“We work well together,” Dizon asserted, 
dismissing rumors of on-set cat fights. 

Not true, Calzado said of the intrigues. 
“Seems we're lucky as a team.” 
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‘Tiyanak’ lead star oo... OLE 
no fan of scary movies 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


ACTRESS RICA PERALEJO, AN EXCLUSIVE 
talent of ABS-CBN, admits she had been skep- 
tical of her co-stars in the Regal movie 
“Tiyanak,” especially those coming from rival 
network GMA 7. 

During the first shooting days, she claims 
she was consciously looking for bratty co- 
stars. 


“In fairness, wala talaga. They were all 
nice,” Rica tells members of the press in a 
gathering on Sunday. 

Rica leads the cast of the Mark Reyes horror 
flick, which also features Mark Herras, Jenny- 
lyn Mercado, Ryan Yllana, Karel Marquez and 
JC de Vera—all GMA Artist Center contract 
stars. 

"They are all very professional. I guess con- 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


А Blockbuster Gift for all Season 
‘The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
Treat your family and friends to a thrilling movie experience 
опу at the shang 
Cinema Treats: for Cinemas 1, 2, 3, and 4 
Premiere Rewards. for tho Premiere Theatre 
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Ang Daan Patungong 
Kalimugtong 


Stars Rhenuel Ordoño, Analyn Bangsi-il 

Directed by Mes de Guzman 

‘Two children of the Kankana-ey tribe tra- 
verse long, winding roads and steep and slip- 
pery mountain paths, to reach their school, 15 
kilometers from their destitute barrio. This 
digital feature won a slew of awards here and 
abroad: Urian Best Director and Production 
Design; Golden Screen Best Digital Movie and 
Sound; and New Director Prize/Special Men- 
Чоп at the 54th San Sebastian Film Festival in 


Seer ee aae Posible ‘yan sa exclusive Meet the Robinsons downloads. 
fest two years ago, it was also shown at the 54 


7th AsiaticaFiimMediale in Rome, Italy. Ex- 
clusively at IndieSine Robinsons Galleria. WALLPAPERS 


© Disney Enterprises, Inc. 


Ez 
Silip 5 ы к> - ў 
Stars Diana Zubiri, Polo Ravales, pi 2 

Francine Prieto 

Directed by Joel Lamangan lewiszoom 

A woman (Zubiri) is brought by her hus- кез = а SER 


sneakybowier 
band (Ravales) to an isolated village. When a bse 

beautiful stranger (Prieto) joins them in their 

home, the wife's loneliness and jealousy push 

her over the edge. Seiko Films producer Rob- 

bie Tan says that he has long wanted to do a unclear smatzzy budteeth тареп lefyseve 


movie "similar to the Chinese film Ju Dou." To download, textW«keyword» to2802, Ex: W lewiszoom + P20/wallpaper 


Based on an "am intriguing true-life story" 
ANIMATED WALLPAPERS 


nysnift 


this "psychological drama" is "the fourth in a ИШИ THEMES 
series of seven movies that delves into a wom- 

апе psyche.” Lamangan relates, "It follows 

“атас, "Hubog and ‘Sidhi.” Scripted by 

Raquel Villavicencio, this “earthy, sensual 

film" was shot entirely in Bongabon, Nueva ; š A ATAA 
Ecija, Tan recounts. T ч сва | z 7 
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Ocean's Thirteen 

Stars George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Matt Da- 
mon, Andy Garcia, Al Pacino, Elliot Gould 

Directed by Steven Soderbergh 

In Its third outing, Ocean's gang stages а 
heist in the name of friendship. A Vegas hot- 
shot (Gould) is driven to a heart attack after a 
greedy mogul (Pacino) takes over his beloved 
hotel. It's now up to 
the boys to redeem 
their ailing pal. 
Screened out of com- 
petition at е 
Cannes, this “spirited 
and engaging” romp 
“recaptures much of 
the spirit of the orlgi- 
nal" according to | 
Kirk Honeycutt of 
The Hollywood Re- 
porter, Todd Ме 
Carthy of Varlety con- 
curs: "As smooth as a 
good mojito, as 
stylish as an Armani 
suit and as meaning- 
ful ... as yesterday's 
Vegas betting odds." 
Richard Corliss of 
Time disagrees: "This 
time, it's mechanical 
es [it's] so listless and 
io 


Get a FREE Lewis June calendar wallpaper for your first download of a screen theme. 
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Watch and Win at SM Cinema 
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HOLIDAY 
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ROBINSONS 


OCEAN'S 
THIRTEEN 
PG13 
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THE CARRIBEAN 3 
G 


OCEAN'S 
THIRTEEN 
P613 


Meet the Robinsons 
With the voices of Angela Bassett, Tom 
Selleck, Adam West, Laurie Metcalf 
Directed by Stephen Anderson 
Based on the book “A Day With Wilbur 
Robinson” by William Joyce, this animated 
tells the story of a “weird orphan” who 


BORDERTOWN 


MOVIES & SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Meet the Family of the Future at SM Cinema! 
Meet The Robinsons Magic Balls await kids 


"TODAY at these SM Cinema branches travels to the future, in search of his biological 
mom. Instead, he is taken in by a family of in- 

Bacoor, Fairview, Mall of Asia, Manila, Megamall, ventors. Ella Taylor of LA Weekly comments 
North EDSA, San Lazaro, Southmall, Sta. Mesa that it boasts “computer-generated ingenuity 
and strong story line." Michael Wilmington of 

NOW SHOWING Chicago ‘Tribune calls it “а goofy, gadget- 

packed science-fiction comedy ... a real tech- 


Distributed by: BUENA VISTA INTERNATIONAL nical breakthrough.” Lisa Schwarzbaum of 
Entertainment Weekly complains that 
- : "there's a frantic ... attention-shattering dis- 
merno manna order [in this movie). It's one bumpy ride.’ 
звукам, p 5500212 SERA олот бизин кєз 
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атына P250 PBORDERTOWN EMR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 1 women in a seedy Mexican town near Texas, 
HOCEAN’S 13 Ур ESPIDER-MAN З LAE c this gritty drama thrusts а female reporter 
їмЕЕТ THE ROBINSONS РААМО KITA MERCI sweITYSICUTN 776-3055 É (Lopez) in the middle of an explosive murder 
BORDER TOWN OCEANS 13 investigation. This movie was reportedly 
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tinuous work in soaps lias become a plus fac- 


as they bring back hits а 
tor for them. Nahasa sila ng mabuti,” Rica 


from the 50's & 60's 


JocEAN'S 13 Е E points out. 
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Trinidad, Nash Aguas, Mika dela Cruz and 
Andrei Felix. 
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иа x б Eastwood City From among the Kapuso artists, Rica says 


m she is most impressed with Ryan. 

с es a “He's a thinking comedian. He's very witty" 
А she stresses. “Really, there's по such thing as 
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Horror films 

For an actress who has done six horror 
films—"Spirit of the Glass,” "Takot Ka Ba Sa 
Dilim?", "Kutob," “Karma,” "Malikmata" and 
now “Tiyanak’—Rica claims she is not a fan 
of scary movies. 

“I get scared easily,” she admits. “I scream 
inside the theater. That's why my friends are 
ashamed of me. But if I were to choose a fa- 
vorite movie, it has to be ‘The Sixth Sense.’ I 
like its treatment. It has none of the scream- 
ing we always see in films of the same genre.” 

For Rica's co-star Mark, the 1990 slasher 
flick "The Night of the Living Dead" is tops. "I 
also like the first of the ‘Shake, Rattle and 
Roll' series. It paved the way for the produc- 
tion of many more horror movies here,” he 
|FLASH REPORT: WILL BE AVAILABLE IN. SELECTED SM THEATERS!!!’ shares. 

OPENS JUNE 13 lH кре ре EM Su CDI CHO UID TENE Mark considers horror flicks more difficult 
BASED ON A TRUE STORY to execute than drama or action. "Special ef- 

Feel the Thrill at these SM Cinema Branches: Jealousy, not love, is blind fects is a major concern,” he explains. "As for 
d MEGAMALL, MALL OF ASIA, NORTH EDSA, MANILA, FAIRVIEW, SOUTHMALL, SUCAT actors, it's very physical—you scream a lot, 
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vetns or ә мом ZUBIRI RAVALES -«PRIEIO According to Mark, the new “Tiyanak” is. 

very different from the 1988 version of the 
same title, with Janice de Belen in the lead 
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fects,” he explains, 

“Tiyanak” is about newborn babies who 
transform into monsters capable of devouring 
humans. This version features the Tiyanak in 
three forms—those that thrive on land, water 
and air. 


Special effects 

Explains visual effects creator Jay Santiago 
of Riot: “The land Tiyanak looks like wood, 
the water Tiyanak is slimy and has seaweed- 
looking hair and the air Tiyanak has wings for 
itsarms.” 

Riot is the special effects team behind TV 
shows “Captain Barbell,” “Encantadia,” 
“Btheria” and the movie version of “Mulaw- 
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"GRIPS YOU BY THE THROAT AND ШШ 


"GYLLENHAAL IS EXPERT. "IT THROBS WITH 
RUFFALO IS OUTSTANDING. FRENETIC OBSESSION. 
And Downey gives а "Zodiac’ is that rarest 
blazing performance of pleasures, a 
that runs the gamut fern American 
from humor masterpiece.” 
to heartbreak.” ке 
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UNCOMPROMISING. 
It's Fincher's best, 
most mature work." 
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The games 


From page G4 


4MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 
junior basketball. = 

Chynna, a second year student of San Beda 
College, is making waves in the field of junior 
tennis. 

Javi, of Xavier School in San Juan, is a ju- 
nior karting champ. 

“I don’t think the kids consider hosting the 
show as work. They are actually having fun,” 


5SILIP. 10 SHREK 3 


Z 


Mes de Guzman's 


Mamawal asserted. 

The program is di- 
vided into several 
segments. 

There is "Ramp- 
page,” which talks 
about what an ath- 
lete wears on and off. 
court. "Chomp 
Champ" discusses 
what an athlete eats 
ifhe wants to bea ju- 
niorchamp. 

"For an episode, 
we interviewed a 
sports nutritionist 
about the proper di- 
et. We will also fea- 
ture 'athlete-friendly" 
restaurants — like 
Cima. We explained 
why certain foods are 
unhealthy for ath- 
letes," Mamawal 
shared. 

“We will show the 
latest tennis racket 
and explain how it's 
different from the 
rest,” she said of 
“Sports Gear,” which 
is about the latest 
equipment athletes 
ше. "We will also 
talk about the newest 
triathlon — uniform 
that dries up really 
fast.” 

“Junior Sportsfest” 
reports on whats 
happening in various 
tournaments while 
"The Coach" is on 
known star makers in 
sports. 

“A first on this seg- 
ment is an interview 
with San Beda Col- 
lege's junior basket- 
ball coach (Edmund) 
‘Ato’ Badolato," Ma- 
mawal said. "For 
him, basketball is a 
mind game." 

“Idol” is a feature 
on sports legends 
like Paeng Nepomu- 
ceno, Efren "Bata" 
Reyes and Manny 
Pacquiao. 

"Training Ground" 
is about junior ath- 
Jetes who excel in 
their sports like 12- 
year-old internation- 
al chess master Wes- 
ley So. 

“Sports Kids” airs 
every Saturday, 10 to 
10:30 a.m. on Studio 
23. 


‘Sesame 


Street’ live 
“SESAME Street,” 
which has won the 
Guinness — World 
Records for the most. 
mumber of Emmy 
Awards on televi- 
sion, is coming to the 
Philippines for the 
first time live. 
"Sesame Street 
Live Presents Elmo's 
Coloring Book" a 
musical magical cele- 
bration of friendship, 
leaming and fun, 
stars the world's best 
loved charac- 
ters—Elmo, Big Bird, 
Cookie Monster, 
Ernie, Bert, Oscar, 
Grover, Count and 
many more. The 
gang will perform 
live on July 18 to 22 
at the Aliw Theater, 
CCP Complex. 
Tickets are avail- 
able at SM Tickemet 
Outlets, Call 911- 
5555 or 374-9999. 
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CLOCKWISE from top left, Javi Benitez, 
Katrice de los Reyes, Anton Asistio and. 
Chynna Mamawal 
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children play 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
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Fir when it comes to 

working with chi 
—- —-— dren. First on the list 
is abiding by the 


u = eus 5 х ry isha rules of the Depart- 
—MPPÓ—— SHOWING Now!!! Б 


UU м а Employment 
Mes de Guzman’s (DOLE),” said Marie 


Mamawal, who has 

ANG DAAN PATUNGONG in her care four mi- 
nors ages 12 to 14. 

KALIMUGTONG Iq 

tive producer of 

ONE OF-THE MOST ACCLAIMED DIGITAHEI EN 5128 "Spons Kids" is 

x closely working with 

A poignant tale about two ees oes Javi Benitez, 12, 

siblings in Benguet and their E Chynna  Mamawal, 

family's struggle to survive ess г мамы 

s Н and Katrice delos 

J db stni poy =й Reyes, 14—hosts of 

Cinemanila Int'l Film Fest Е; ц ы/ the weekly magazine 

San Sebastian Int'l Film Fest —— 

Winner of 2 Urian Awards! Ёё аў T жан deae 

by the DOLE, we can 

DON'T FAIL TO WATCH only work with the 

THIS HIGHLY-ACCLAIMED FILM! a kids for four hours a 

day" Mamawal told 

Bj iNQumER Entertain- 


Hours: 


ment, "We also have 
to secure work per- 
mits for them." 

The DOLE direc- 
tive prohibits chil- 
dren below 15 to 
work between 8 p.m. 
and 6 ат, while 
Ifyou think : kids 15, from 10 pam. 
ue p pe хоба, Т 

зай Vi you meet “Si our hosts 
Pages the fanar: are also into sports, 
we have to consider 

the time they allot for 
schooling, training 

- and competition. TV 
at Robinsons is actually the last on 


their list,” Mamawal 
GALLERIA & RETRO! sid. 

Y Katrice, now 
studying at the Reed- 
ley International 
School, is a junior ice 
skating title holder. 
Anton, who is 
from Ateneo de 
Manila, isa champ in 


INOW SHOWING 
THE SECRETS, MYSTERIES AND 
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AT WORLD'S END 


Distributed by Bueno Vista International thru Columbia Pictures. 
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METRO / А17 


SPORTS / А24 


Carol files kidnap Sharapova, 
raps vs husband 
Mark Jimenez 


WORLD / А20 


Close aide of US Puno rallies Kampi 
Federer advance VicePresidentCheney behind JDV’s bid for 
inFrenchOpen gets 30 monthsin prison 5th term as Speaker 


NEWS / A2 


CHR looks at Jonas’ work 
for clues to disappearance 


By Volt Contreras 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


AFTER CRITICIZING THE MILITARY FOR BEING 
“uncooperative,” the Commission on Human 
Rights wants to look into the work of missing 
activist Jonas Burgos, hoping that the knowl- 
edge could provide clues as to why he was ab- 
ducted. 
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Losing Senate bet Chavit 
says he's retiring to take 
care of animals full time 


MM 


76 undocumented 
cocks held at Naia 


By Tarra Quismund 
yTarraQuismunde (сс 


THEYMADENOBOMB | TWT. “ANG, 
Jokes, carried no bird flu MEA SANT 


and broke no immigra- 
tion law as they cackled 
their way to Manila from 
California. 
But the 76 live birds 
76COCKS/ A6. 


Finally, 10 senators proclaimed; new polls in Maguindanao set 


By Jocelyn R. Uy, 
Jerome Aning 
and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


ON THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY 
of the “Hello Garci" tapes and 23 
days after the midterm elections 
of 2007, the wait was finally over 
for six Genuine Opposition (GO), 
two Team Unity (TU) and two in- 
dependent senatorial candidates, 
but not for three candidates 
whose fate may be determined by 
the special elections in Maguin- 
danao scheduled for June 20. 

In simple but "very Pinoy" (an 
analyst described to ANC) rites at 
the Philippine Intemational Con- 
vention Center in Pasay City, the 
Commission on Elections last night 
proclaimed the 10 winners—Loren 
Legarda, Francis Escudero, Panfilo 
Lacson, Manny Vilar Francis 
Pangilinan, Benigno “Noynoy” 
Aquino Ill, Edgardo Angara, Alan 
Peter Cayetano, Joker Arroyo and 
Gringo Honasan. 

Ninth-placer Arroyo did not at- 

FINALLY] AS 


Leftist labor 
bloc key in a 
Trillanes win 


By Tony S. Bergonia 
and Fe Zamora 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
Hong Kong Correspondent 


HONG KONG—ALARM- 
ed by extrajudicial 
killings and forced disap- 
pearances of political ac- 
tivists in the Philippines, 
Chief Justice Reynato 
Puno yesterday vowed 
the Supreme Court 
would use its power un- 
der the Constitution to 
protect civil liberties. 


“This is a new power given to 
the court under the 1987 Consti- 
tution. We don't know how broad 
the power is. We don't know its 
parameters, but we are studying 
how we can further protect hu- 
man rights by the exercise of this. 

SCTOUSE/B4 


A LEFFORCENTER ORGANIZA- 
tion of labor unions played a key 
role in the im- 
pressive showing 
of detained Navy 
officer Antonio 
Trillanes IV in the 
Senate race, doc- 
uments fur- 
nished the IN- 
Quinzn said. 

The Kongreso 
ng Pagkakaisa ng 
Manggagawa sa 
Pilipinas (КРМР) 
started to cam- 
paign for Trillanes of the Genuine 
Opposition (GO) in March, aside. 
from publicly endorsing another 


Bayan Muna 
leader snatched 
in S. Cotabato 


By Jeoffrey Maitem 
and Jeffrey Tupas 
Inquirer Mindanao 


GETTING TO KNOW YOU: President Arroyo and Mayor Ge Hong! 
cordial talks before the start of the business forum where Ms Arroyo asks top bi 


TRILLANES 


GO candidate, Panfilo Lacson. 

In a paper outlining the cam- 
paign methods it designed for 
Trillanes, the KPMP said one of 
the roles it was to play in mak- 
ing Trillanes win was to “consti- 

LEFTISTIAS 


KORONADAL CITY—IN YET AN- 
other forced disappearance, the 
chair of the militant party-list 
group Bayan Muna in South 
Cotabato was reported abducted 

BAYANIAS 


By Nikko Dizon 


CHENGDU, CHINA (VIA PLDT)—PRESIDENT 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo, accompanied by a high- 
powered group of Chinese-Filipino tycoons, 
yesterday urged business leaders to make the 
Philippines a logistics partner of this booming. 


BAND OF BROTHERS 


capital of China's largest province of Sichuan, 

“The Philippines is the perfect regional 
partner,” Ms Arroyo said in a business forum 
following her arrival in Chengdu, China's 
“mega-central” city of Sichuan, on the third 
stop ofa trip that earlier took her to Italy and 
Portugal. 


SC to use its power 
to stop slays, abus 


Chief Justice vows to make rules to pr 


otect rights 


Was accompanied by a high-powered Chinoy delegation led by Lucio Tan and George Ty. She is scheduled to arrive this afternoon. нилслохстото 


GMA seeks RP-Sichuan logistics partnership 


“Third-country logistics services are impor- 
tant for China because it needs to source and 
import many of its raw material and interme- 
diate input,” Ms Arroyo told an audience that 
included Sichuan Gov. Jiang Jufeng, top city 
officials, potential Chinese investors and Chi- 

(GMA SEEKS/AS 


‘Amphibious assault exercise pulls together the expertise of American and Filipino 
‘Marines for one week starting last Tuesday. More than a thousand US servicemen 
are taking part in the exercises in Zamboanga and nearby Basilan. They are in 


Paper trail points to cartel 


Pilas Is 


ind, a known jump-off point of the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf. 


in DepEd textbooks deals 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


1S THERE A CARTEL OF PUBLISHING HOUSES 
that is bagging mukimillion-peso contracts 
from the Department of Education in spite of 
the trash it is dishing out that has profoundly 
contributed to the woeful state of Philippine ed- 
ucation? 

Critics are raising this question as yet an- 
other batch of newly published textbooks for 
public elementary schools has been distribut- 
ed for use this school year 

Antonio Calipjo Go, academic supervisor of 
the little known Marian School in the working 
class neighborhood at Novaliches, Quezon 
City, says the textbooks are replete with "ma- 
jer historical, technical, substantive gram- 
‘matical errors and discrepancies.” 

The 53-year-old Go has become a sort ofa 
Darth Vader in the local academic world, 
ridiculing works of supposedly MA and 


Ph.D. holders working for such printers аз 
Vibal Publishing House Inc. and Watani 
Phanit. 

He first burst into the scene in 2004 with 
his exposé on more than 400 errors in the 
textbooks he had reviewed. 

Vibal and Watani Phanit were among those 
who secured contracts for the publication of 
17.5 million textbooks and teaching manuals 
for public elementary and high schools that 
were intended to be used last school year un- 
der an P800-million loan from the World 
Bank. 

Losing bidders charged that the bidding 
process was rigged and that there was ques- 
tionable intervention of the World Bank to re- 
solve issues that included conflict of interests 
of the major bidders and several of their 
"dummy" companies, 

Contracts were eventually awarded to 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


for a record fifth term. 
Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno, the Kampi chair, hosted 
dinner for De Venecia last Tues- 
day even as other Kampi party 
leaders were challenging De 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


THE SUPREME COURT, SIT- 
ting as the Presidential Elec- 
toral Tribunal (PET), has dis- 
missed the second aspect of the 
election protest filed by incom- 
ing Sen. Loren Legarda against. 
Vice President Noli de Castro in 
connection with the 2004 vice. 
presidential election. 

This paves the way for the 
eventual dismissal of the 
protest. This was according to 
lawyer Romulo Macalintal, 
counsel for De Castro, who 
said the PET threw out the sec- 

{ond aspect of the protest after 
Iglegarda failed to pay about 
15935 million that will be used 
to recount the votes in Maguin- 
.3sdanao, Cebu and Pampanga. 
A. Macalintal said that Legarda 
withdrew 95 percent of the 
original 50 provinces she 
protested, with only three 
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SAYING HIS PARTY MEMBERS HAD AN “IN- 
stinctive love” for House Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
the chair of the Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino 
led Kampi's neophyte congressmen in a strong 
show of support for the incumbent speaker's bid 


Venecia for the House leadership. 

But Puno assured his guest of 
honor that 90 percent of Kampi 
were already 


representatives 
committed to support him. 


Noli wins another 
round against Loren 


provinces remaining, where 
she claimed she was cheated. 

Reached for comment, 
Legarda stressed that the en- 
tire protest was not junked 
since the first aspect of the 
protest involving the recount 
of votes in Lanao del Sur re- 
mains. 

"We will await the Supreme 
Courts decision and respect it. 
‘The only reason the second as- 
pect of the protest was junked 
is due to the P3 million not de- 
livered,” she said in a text mes- 
sage to the INQUIRER. 

Legarda, who topped the 


2007 senatorial race, will start 


serving another term when a 
new Congress opens in July. 


Both Macalintal and Legar- 


да. counsel, Sixto Brillantes, 


acknowledged that the protest 
‘would be rendered moot by the 
PET once Legarda assumes her 


post as senator, 


“About seven percent are out ofthe 
country so that wil leave only about 
three percent [of Kampi congress- 
men] who have not thrown their sup- 


ner at a Quezon City restaurant. 

Puno described as a “non-is- 
sue" the challenge from Cebu 
congressman-elect Pablo Garcia 
and three other lawmakers. 

De Venecia said the enduring al- 
lance between Kampi and his Lakas- 
Christian Muslim Democrats (Lakas- 
CMD) ensured that no impeachment 
сазе against President Macapagal-Ar~ 
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тоуо would prosper. 

But the support from Kampi 
did not come without a trade-off. 

Puno said his party was seeking 
"very active participation” in the 
14th Congress. He said senior Kampi 
members like Representatives Anto- 
nio Alvarez of Palawan and Rodolfo 
‘Antonino of Nueva Ecja should 
have “very important roles in the 
agenda ofthe Speaker” 

‘Antonino and Alvarez joined 
De Venecia and Puno at the press 
conference. 

Puno said Kampi was not making 
any demands on De Venecia but was 
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“approaching [himi] with options.” 

“We are submitting to him the 
qualifications of our congressmen 
and giving [him] the final decision 
оп where he believes Kampi can be 
‘most helpful to him,” he said. 

‘De Venecia said a 14th Congress 
under his watch would give all law- 
makers “a place under the sun so 
that the senior congressmen and 
even the newcomers will have a role 
to play in the management of the af- 
fairs” of the chamber. 

He said he would meet with 
Lakas, Kampi and other parties rep- 
resented in the next Congress to dis- 


DESPITE BONGBONG’S CLAIM 
Gov’t case vs Tan weak, says lawyer 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE GOVERNMENTS BID TO 
recover the alleged ill-gotten 
wealth of taipan Lucio C. Tan re- 
mains weak despite having enlist- 
ed the help of Ferdinand "Bong- 
bong” R. Marcos Jr. as a witness. 

This was the opinion of Tan's 
legal counsel who described the 
moves of the Presidential Com- 
mission of Good Government 
(PCGG) as delaying tactics meant 
to mask their lack of evidence. 

“This case has been going on for 
over 20 years; lawyer Estelito Men- 
doza said in an interview. "They just 
‘want to dribble the ball. They have 
no strong witnesses.” 

Last Monday a lawyer for Bong- 
bong Marcos told the INQumn that 
her client was ready to testify before 
the Sandiganbayan that 60 percent 
of the Chinese-Filipino tycoon's as- 
sets actually belonged to the late 
strongman Ferdinand Marcos. 

Yesterday, Mendoza expressed 


surprise at the younger Marcos’ 
move, saying that members of the 
Marcos family are themselves de- 
fendants in several forfeiture cas- 
es filed by the PCGG. 

“Isn't it unusual to testify 
against ones own father?" he 
said. "We're intrigued." 

Mendoza—one of the coun- 
trys leading defense lawyers and 
solicitor general under Mar- 
cos—pointed out that the PCGG 
has portrayed former President 
Marcos in a severely negative 
lightin all its cases. 

"They have very severe accusa- 
tions against Mr. Marcos, that he 
is a dictator, and that he amassed 
ill-gotten wealth,” he said. "Ies 
somewhat surprising if [Bong- 
bong Marcos] would testify and 
support [PCGG's} allegations. 

Being contested before the 
Sandiganbayan is a combined 60 
percent of Tan's nine companies 
which the PCGG wants forfeited 
in favor of the state. 


‘They are Fortune Tobacco 
Corp., Asia Brewery Inc, Allied 
Banking Corp., Foremost Farms, 
Himmel Industries Шс, 
Grandspan Development Corp., 
Silangan Holdings Inc., Domini- 
‘um Realty and Construction Corp 
and Shareholdings Inc. 

‘The PCGG claim is based main- 
lyon an earlier declaration of for- 
mer First Lady Imelda Marcos 
that her husband was the actual 
owner of 60 percent of compa- 
nies held in trust by Tan, his fami- 
Jy and business associates. 

Mendoza said that PCGG has 
so far failed to capitalize on over 
30 hearing dates that have been 
allotted for it to prove its case 
against the controversial busi- 
nessman. 

To date, not a single witness 
produced by PCGG has been able 
to conclusively prove that the 
shares of stock in Tan's firms were 
bought with government funds, 
he said. 


Journalists claim 
victory in CA ruling 
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STRATEGIES AGAINST 
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PENINSULA MANILA, MAKATI CITY, PHILIPPINES _* 


8:30AM to 5:30PM 


апа properties against the 


foreclosures. 


[This pioneering seminar is an "everything-you-need-to-know" about 
how todefend yourselfagainstasset foreclosures. It is designed to give! 
you the legal solutions and practical answers to secure your businesses 


threat of foreclosures. 


The 1-dayeventvill include update discussions on properties soldunder| 
Special Asset Vehicle Law and suspension of payments and rehabili- 
Itation proceedings which affect in a very direct way both the creditors 
land mortgagors. It is a must for those in business whether one is just 
labout to borrow money or is seeking effective remedies against asset 


Leam from legalexperts abouthow toimplementtherightlegal defenses 
attacks against those who wantto foreclose your properties. Save on 
legal costs and attend this program! 


Who should attend: 
Business & Property Owners 
nrepreneurs 
e Board Directors 
eLawyers/Negollalors 
*СЕОв, Accountants 
‘Creditors & Debtors 
e Financiers & Bankers 
'* SPAV Corporations. 
e Business Consultants 
‘© Those interested to learn legal 
techniques as a strategy for 
asset protection 


Lecturers: 


thus earning the monicker 


UP, Ateneo and Lyceum. 


with a bachelor of laws degree from 
doctor of laws degree from the University of Michigan. He is also a 
[professoriallecturerincommerciallawin several law schools, including 


Dr. Arturo M. de Castro is a specialistin the field of credit transactions, 
“foreclosure buster”. He finished cumlaude. 


UP and obtained his 


Atty. Jim V. Lopezis an expertand authority in the Asset Protection law 
and wrote the book, Judgment Proof: Philippine Asset Protection Law 
(2003). Heis a three-time winner of the National Book Awards (Manila 
Critics Circle.). He graduated fromthe U.P. College of Law & took post- 
graduate law studies at Harvard Law School, University of California 
(Hastings), and the University of Southern California. 


ONE-TIME SEMINAR 
LIMITED SEATS ONLY 


REGISTER NOW and avail of 
Early Bird & Group DISCOUNTS 


mastersand 


CALL (+63 2) 842-7148 or 59. 
EMAIL: henry@cgbp.org ог 
CHECK: www.cgbp.org 
Seminar Investmentis P7,200. 
Inclusive of Meals, Resource Ki, 
andCertificate of Attendance. 


By Leila В. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS AGREED WITH A GROUP OF 
journalists that state regulations banning news reports 
Critical of the government amounted to censorship, but 
dismissed their case due to a technicality, 

In its May 30 ruling, the appellate court said the media prac- 
titioners should have questioned the orders of the National 
‘Telecommunications Commission before the Regional Trial 
Court, but agreed with their claim thatthe statements of Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez, former police chief Arturo Lomiboo 
and former NTC chief Ronald Solis threatening punishment for 
their reports have a “chillin effect" on the press, 

However, the court said “no prior restraint can be im- 
posed on the exercise of free speech and of expression, 
and that the freedom to communicate one's views and dis- 
cuss any matter of public concern should remain to be so 
without fear of punishment or liability unless there be a 
clear and present danger of a substantive evil." 

But a media executive said the court's decision could 
still be considered a victory because it upheld that there 
should be no prior restraint on free speech. 

"Tn principle, its a victory in the sense that the court 
recognizes there shall be no prior restraint on press free- 
dom," ABC-5 News Director Ed Lingao said. 

“The ruling came ater a yearlong struggle by joumalists to over 
tum orders issued by the NTC in the wake of an alleged coup at- 
tempt against President Macapagal-Arroyo in February 2006. 

Ms Arroyo declared a weeklong state of emergency last year 
that gave authorities powers to ban rallies, arrest people with- 
. | out warrants and crack down on inflammatory media. 

‘She claimed that some segments of the media “recklessly mag- 
nified” the claims of the coup plotters. Police subsequently raided 
the Daily Tribune, a newspaper critical of Arroyo, and troops were 
deployed around the two largest TV networks. 


сонар кал тож, мо едх ШИНИ? SOURCE PAGASA 


Puno rallies Kampi behind JDV 


cuss a “power-sharing, burden-shar- 
{ng and problem-solving coalition.” 

Xampi has 53 lawmakers, 28 of 
whom are newcomers. It also has 
13 governors. 

Lakas has at least 92 House 
members, about half of whom are 
either on their second or last term. 

The House has 58 standing 
committees, led by the powerful. 
appropriations committee. 

“We will push for roles that 
[Kampi lawmakers) can play that 
will truly help the legislation in 
Congress," Puno said. With a re- 
port from Kristine L. Alave 


GMA hints 
at revamp 
in Cabinet 


LISBON, PORTUGAL (МА 
PLDT)—President Macapagal- 
Arroyo hinted there might be 
changes in her Cabinet following 
the midterm elections. 

‘Asked when would the revamp 
happen, Ms Arroyo said: “If Tm 
ready, when I'm ready you will 
know" 

The President spoke with re- 
porters over breakfast on Tuesday 
before she ended her two-day trip 
here and left for China. 

In Manila, however, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita yester- 
day denied that a Cabinet revamp 
was in the works. 

“The fact is the President has 
not really discussed it with any- 
body, [she has] not even instruct- 
ей me about anybody that might 
be replaced, so nothing,” said Er- 
mita, denying text messages that 
have circulated since last week. 

Ermita said the President was not 
yet in the mood to fire or hire new 
‘confidantes or political lieutenants. 

He said some members of the 
media may well be expecting а 
Gabinet reorganization because 
of the vacancies arising from the 
elections and resignations. 

Philippine International Trad- 
ing Corp. chair Roberto Pagdan- 
ganan resigned to run for gover- 
nor of Bulacan but lost. 

Rep. Joey Salceda, the presi- 
dential chief of staff, made a suc- 
cessful run for the governorship 
of Albay. 

Omar Cruz's resignation as na- 
tional treasurer takes effect on 
June 30. 

‘The President said she was not 
yer ready to name a replacement 
for Salceda. She declined to an- 
swer when asked if Salceda's pre- 
decessor, Michael Defensor, would 
be re-appointed after the one-year 
ban on the appointment of losing 
candidates expires. Defensor 
failed in his bid for a Senate seat. 

Neither was she in a hurry to 
name a new national treasurer. 

*1 don't think we're in a rush to 
look for somebody the business 
‘community will be excited about,” 
she said, Juliet Labog-Javellana. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


Court lets Erap go to JV’s wedding 


NOT ONLY DID DETAINED EX-PRESIDENT 
Joseph Estrada get the court's permission to 
attend his son's wedding this Saturday, he can 
also party all night and sleep over at his San 
Juan residence. 

The Sandiganbayan yesterday granted 
Estrada's request to be at the wedding of San 
Juan Mayor JV Ejercito, after the police and 
public prosecutors in his P4-billion plunder 
case posed no objections. 

Ejercito, Estrada's son by former actress 
Guia Gomez, will be marrying Ma. Hyacinth 
"Cindy" Lotuaco on June 9 at 6 p.m., at the 


Вим кш л 
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Lawsuit 
Alternatives 


gus 


John the Baptist Church on Pinaglabanan 
Street, San Juan. 

‘The court said the 70-year-old father of the 
groom can also proceed to the reception to be 


held at the NBC Tent, Fort Bonifacio Global 
City, in Taguig. 

It was actually the Philippine National Po- 
lice which "recommended" that Estrada be al- 
lowed to stay overnight in his residence on 
Polk Street, North Greenhills, “considering 
the reception may last very late at night," the 
court noted in its order. 

Estrada should be on his way back to deten- 
tion at this vacation estate in Tanay, Rizal, by 
Вал, the next day, it said. 

Unless approved by the court, the media 
may not interview Estrada during this fur- 
lough, the order added. 

‘The Sandiganbayan earlier rejected Estra- 
da's request for the wedding to be held in 
Tanay. 

. 


LIFE ISA 
CELEBRATION. 


sell Tie Honig nd Sh! king Corr Lol 


7 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


jo! el 


YOUR 
CONNECTION TO 


PBE ER PEOPLE, 
BETTER JOBS 


Жу гапѕСо 
Republic ofthe Philippine 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘Supply, Delivery, Installation, Testing and Commissioning 
(of New Battery Bank for SOCOMEC SICON UPS 
[Reference No.: PB070417-£10060} 
Tho National Transmission Corporation, Head Offic Region (TRANSCO-HO) 
Through the CY2007 Corporate Budget approved by the TRANSCO Board, lands 
to apply the sum of Php 7,500,000.00 being the Total Approved Budget forthe 
Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for Supply, Delivery, 
installation, Testing and Commissioning of New Battery Bank for 
SOCOMEC SICON UPS. Bios received in excess of the ABC shall be 
automatically ejected at Bid opening. 
The TRANSCO-HO now invites Bids trom eligible Bidders for Gallery Banks 
Delivery of ihe GOODS is required with ninety (90) calendar days from receipt 
wed Purchase Order. The description of an sigible Bidders contained 
1 of the Bidding Documents, ITB. 
Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
mon-dicrellonary равза! степе аз specified in Ihe implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known 
эв he "Government Procurement Reform Aci," and is restricted to Filipino 
lizensiscia proprietorships. organizations wilh at least sixty percent (60%) 
interest or outstanding capital stock belonging 1o citizens of Ihe Philippine: 
"and o clizens or organizations of а country the les or regulations of whi 
rant simiar rights or privileges о Flipino chizens, pursuant to Republic Act 
5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to Commonwealth Ас! 138 (С.А. 136]. Only Bids 
from Bidders who pass tne aligibilty check wil be opened. The process for Ine. 
tligbilty check is described in Section Il of the Siding Documents, ITB. The 
Bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the posi- 
Qualification stage in orte o finally determine responsiveness of Ihe bid to 
{echnical and financia requirements of tne project. The contract shali then be 
awarded 10 the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRE who was. 
delermined әз such during the post-quaifieation procedure, 
‘Acomplete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Interested Bidders, 
staring June 7, 2097 to July 2, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 pum, at the 
address bolow and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee In the amount of 
Two Thousand Pesos (Php 2,000.00). The method of payment wil be CASH. 
“The Bidcing Documents shali Бе receved personaly by the prospective Bidder 
or his authorized representative 
‘The TRANSCO-HO wil hoid а Pro-Bid Conference open lo allinterested parties 
on Juna 15, 2007 st 2:00 Р.М. at same address below. Requests for 
Clarifications on the bid documents shouid be submited before the Pre-Bis 
‘Conference. 
Bids and alibi requirements must be delivered to the address 
before 2:00 p.m. af July З. 2007. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid 
securiy in any of the folowing form end amount 
FORM OF SECURITY 

T. Cash, certified check, cashiers check, | Phe 

manager's check, bank draft or 

irrevocable lellar of cradi (1% of ABC) 
2. Bank Guarantee (1.5% of ABC] Fe 
3. Surely Bond (2.5% of ABC) Pip 
4. Foreign Government Guaranies 

(100% of ABC) 


эмт | 
75,000.00 


11250000 
18750000. 
Pho 7,500,000.00 


ran equivalent amaun in a аву convertible currency. Lale Bids shall not 
Бо accepted. 

Bid opening shell be on uly 3.2007 12:00 p.m. a the Admin Conference Rm. 
‘seme address below. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
Topresentaives who choose lo attend atthe address below. 

The National Transmission Corporation reserves the right to accept or reject 
any Bid, lo annul the bidding process, and to reject a Bids at any Ume prior 
fo contract award, without thereby incurring any кору о the affected Biddor. 
о Biddors, 

National Transmission Corporation, Head Office Region 

Mr. Raul Josoph б. Saludo, ВАС Chairman 

MMD Office, Ground Floor, TransCo Main Bl. 

Power Center, Quezon Avenue cor. BIR Road 

Ойтал, Quezon City 

Tel. Мо. (632) 0812235 / Fax No, (632) 9228432 

Website: www.transco.ph 


(508) RAUL JOSEPH G. SELUDO 


— Charman, Bids and Awards Committee 


MAKATI 


ORTIGAS 


TOMAS MORATO 


BINONDO 


ALABANG 


SHAW 


The new HSBC Premier. 


Revel nits vibrant colors and unparalleled service. 
Let your dedicated Relationship Manager 

help you take the guesswork out of 

meeting your financial goals. Experience 
personalised banking designed to help you 
mako the most of life's opportunities 


Come celebrate with HSBC Premier - 
the new standard in wealth management, 


Find out just how rewarding 
the пем HSBC Premier can be. 
Cat +631 21 85-808 or visit 
the Premier Contre nearest you. 
wvevchsbcpremiet.com.oh. 
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e Married 
— Again. 


After | year and 3 months, my body's back 
in fighting form! My tummy's flatter, my thighs 
shapelier and no saddlebags and cellulites for me. 
{'m still amazed how | was able to get slimmer 
and healthier with NO LIPOSUCTION, NO PILLS 
and INJECTIONS. 


To all wives out there who are struggling with 
their weight, don't lose hope. You WILL lose 
weight and become slim at Marie France. Sign up 
now and soon you'll start seeing results. You'll 
have your old curvaceous figure back and regain 
your confidence. Trust me, | know. 


You'll love it — so will h 
Call Marie France now! 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 
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SC to use its power to stop slays, abuses 
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power" Puno told human rights ac- 
tivists on the sidelines of the 12th Con- 
ference of Chief Justices of Asia and the. 
Pacific in Hong Kong. 

Puno served notice of the high tri- 
bunal's intention to play a mote visi- 
ble role im safeguarding liberties 
amid fresh reports of abductions of 
Filipino militants blamed by leftist 
groups on security forces fighting 
communist rebels. 

“We are thinking of enacting more 
rules on how we can protect ... vic- 
tims," Puno said. “Normally, these rules 
and regulations come from Congress 
(but) we're thinking of exercising the 
new power granted to the Supreme 
Court to make rules enhancing civil 
rights.” 

He said the high court had asked the 
Commission on Human Rights and 
some human rights groups for their in- 
puts on the matter. 

Puno made the remarks when he met 
with members of the Hong Kong Cam- 
paign for the Advancement of Human 
Rights and Peace in the Philippines 
(HKCAHRPP) at the Renaissance Har- 
bour View hotel. He talked with the 
group for around 20 minutes before 
proceeding to the international confer- 
ence. 


Justice by their own hands 

Puno said the Supreme Court was 
concerned about cases of involuntary 
disappearances that have cropped up. 

"We are concerned because that rep- 
resents a violation of human rights. 
People will dispense justice by their 
own hands. That is a (violation) of the 
rule of aw," he said. 

‘According to the count by human 
rights group Karapatan, total extrajudi- 


Bayan Muna 


From page Al 


yesterday by unidentified armed men. 

Gilbert "ing" Rey Cardefio was on his 
way home on a passenger motorcycle in 
Barangay Pangasinan near Crossing 
Barrio Dos at around 11 a.m. when he 
was taken at gunpoint, Zaynab Ampat- 
чап, chair of Bayan Мапа? allied party- 
list group Suara Bangsamoro, told the 
INQUIRER. 

Cardefio, 27, is sail" (^be Me 
youngest member of Bayan Munz's na- 
tional council. 

Senior Supt. Roberto Kiunisala, the 
police chief of South Cotabato, con- 
firmed the incident, saying Cardeho's 
abductors were riding in an unlicensed 
van. 

"They blocked the motorcycle and 
took him away,” Kiunisala said, quoting 
reports. 

He said witnesses saw the abductors 
heading toward General Santos City. 

‘According to reports reaching Camp 
Crame in Quezon City, police were 
questioning the driver of the motorcy- 


cial killings since 2001, when President 
Macapagal-Arroyo took office, have hit 
863 as of last May 15. The victims in- 
cluded church workers, farmers and 
youths. 

The number of journalists killed 
since 2001 stands at 51. 

Forced disappearances under the Ar- 
royo administration, according to Kara- 
patan, has reached 196 as of the middle. 
of May. 


‘Passive receptacles’ 

Puno thanked Transparency Inter- 
national for its report lauding the 
Supreme Court for standing up 
against “executive encroachments on 
the judiciary” under the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. 

“Isa matter of record. We are thank- 
ful for that,” the Chief Justice said. 
“Dolly Espanol (author of the TI report) 
knows whereof she speaks. She's a for- 
mer judge, (a retired) regional trial 
court judge in our country.” 

Puno said that while the judiciary 
had a “limited” role, the Supreme Court 
had tried to do its part in upholding hu- 
man rights by setting up special tri- 
bunals to try cases involving extrajudi- 
cial killings. 

"Courts are passive receptacles on 
this issue in the sense that we cannot 
act unless there is a case that's filed. In 
the meanwhile, I have conducted spe- 
cial seminars to train these judges as- 
signed in these special courts to up- 
grade their skills in handling these cas- 
es," Puno said. 


International experts 

He said he had asked for help from 
the European Commission and interna- 
tional law groups which could lend le- 
gal experts to train Filipino judges on 
how to handle cases of extrajudicial 


killings, where usually there is only cir- 
cumstantial evidence against the ac- 
cused. 

“Its a problem of proof and evi- 
dence. And with the reluctance of the 
victims to testify or if there are no vic- 
tims who are willing to testify, we have. 
to rely on circumstantial evidence. 
That is the reason why prosecutors and 
the judges need this kind of training," 
Puno said. 

He said the Supreme Court was ar- 
ranging for another seminar so that in- 
ternational experts could give lectures 
оп certain aspects of crime investiga- 
Чоп. 

“If evidence is based on circumstan- 
tial evidence, then you need to develop 
more in terms of quantity and quality of 
the evidence," he said. 


Switching tactics 

Cynthia Tellez of the Mission for Mi- 
grant Workers said that with the inter- 
national condemnation and public 
awareness of extrajudicial killings, 
those perpetrating the murders might 
now be switching to abductions or in- 
voluntary disappearances to silence 
government critics. 

"When they know that the extrajudi- 
cial killings are getting known to the 
public, they're resorting to disappear- 
ances. In that case, its more difficult to 
prove in court. There's no body. No evi- 
dence,” Tellez said. 

Puno said the special courts could try 
cases of involuntary disappearances but 
their success would still depend on the 
strength of the cases filed by govern- 
ment prosecutors. 

“Sometimes a case is filed but wit- 
nesses are lukewarm (or) the prosecu- 
tors bungle their job. A lot of things can 
happen. Even if a proper case is filed in 
court, we have to contend with all of 


these," Puno said. 


Chinese calligraphy 

"When we talk of the whole justice 
system, we are not only talking of the 
courts, We are talking of the police, the 
prosecutors (and) they are not under 
our control,” һе said. 

HKCAHRPP members sought a meet- 
ing with Puno to thank him and the 
high court for its recent decisions up- 
holding civil liberties and to ask about 
the human rights situation in the Philip- 
pines. 

‘The group also presented Puno with 
a gift—Chinese calligraphy of the 
words “justice and peace.” 

“This is of no monetary value, just to 
put that on record,” said Rey Asis of the 
Asian Students Association. 


always been vigilant in protecting hu- 
man rights so perhaps it is unnecessary 
to give me some kind of thanks. We're 
just doing our job.” 

Tellez said the HKCAHRPP appre- 
ciated “very much" the tribunal's re- 
cent decision junking the rebellion 
cases against six militant lawmak- 
ers. 

"We know the situation of the judi- 
clary is difficult," she said. 

Besides Asis and Tellez, other 
HKCAHRPP members present were 
Jackie Hung of the Justice and Peace 
Commission of the Catholic Diocese 
of Hong Kong, Eman Villanueva of 
the United Filipinos in Hong Kong, 
Fr. Dwight de la Torre of the Philip- 
pine Independent Church-Hong 
Kong, and Ramon Bultron ofthe Asia 
Pacific Mission for Migrants. With a 
report from Kate Pedroso, Inquirer 
Research 


leader snatched in South Cotabato 


cle that Cardefio was riding on, 

His abduction occurred 12 days 
ahead of the scheduled arrival of a team 
from the European Union that would 
help assess the Arroyo administration's 
needs in addressing the wave of killings 
and forced disappearances of leftist ac- 
був 

‘Since 2001, when President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo took power, up to May 15 
this year, 196 activists have "disap- 
peared,” according to records of the hu- 
man rights group Karapatan. 


Shadowed 

Roy Gabriel Sande of Bayan Muna in 
General Santos said Cardefio was being 
shadowed by unidentified men days be- 
fore he was abducted. 

“Some men were monitored tailing 
him every time he went home. In fact, 
some men even took photos of our of- 
fice in Koronadal,” Sande said. 

He raised the suspicion that state 
agents were behind Cardefio's disap- 
pearance. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo also 


said as much in a statement e-mailed 
yesterday to the Inquinen: "The state se- 
curity forces are the principal suspects 
in Jing’s forced disappearance. The 
Armed Forces and the Philippine Na- 
tional Police have long considered 
Bayan Muna members as enemies of 
the state under the counterinsurgency 
"Operation Plan Bantay Laya:” 

Ocampo called on state security 
forces to produce Cardefio. 

He said it was “the climate of fear 
and the culture of impunity main- 
tained” by the President and the mili- 
tary that "allowed" Cardefio's abduc- 
tion. 


Order from GMA 

Bayan Muna Rep. Joel Virador, who 
worked closely with Cardefio during 
the party-list election campaign, de- 
manded that the President order the 
military and police to produce victims 
of forced disappearances. 

"Without such an explicit, publicly 
stated order, more activists will either 
be killed or abducted,” Virador said. 


Added Ocampo: "Extrajudicial exe- 
cutions and forced disappearances con- 
tinue unabated because President Ar- 
тоуо and the military keep themselves 
ina state of denial, and the Intelligence. 
Service of the Armed Forces persists in 
its arrogant defiance of the Commission. 
on Human Rights subpoenas.” 

The lawmaker was referring to Isafp 
chief Maj. Gen. Delfin Bangit’s continu- 
ing failure to appear before a CHR in- 
‘Quiry into the forced disappearance of 
farmer-activist Jonas Burgos, who was 
taken from a Quezon City mall on April 
28. (See story on Page A1.) 


Faster rate 

Renato Reyes, secretary general of 
the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan), said the abduction of activists 
was now occurring at a faster rate than 
assassinations. 

“Afterall that has been said, it seems 
the Arroyo regime remains incapable of 
stopping the abductions,” he said. With 
reports from Allan Nawal, Inquirer 
‘Mindanao, and Alcuin Papa in Manila 


Paper trail points to cartel in DepEd textbooks deals 
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Vibal and Watana Phanit, among 
others, despite court injunctions 
sought by two bidders that felt 
they had been cheated. 

А case is still pending in the 
Supreme Court although the 
Vibal group had already collected 
much of the amount after deliver- 
ing the textbooks. 

DepEd records show that from 
1999 to 2004, the government 
spent P3.5 billion for the procure- 
ment of textbooks. Of this outlay, 
75.96 percent or P2.65 billion 
went to Vibal Publishing and its 
sister companies, pointing to the 
existence of a near monopoly or 
cartel. 


WB 
the 


Key to arresting decline 

The new textbooks and man- 
uals—supposed to be updated 
every five years—are crucial to 
addressing the worsening text- 
books’ backlog in primary and 
secondary schools, and central 
to efforts in arresting the rapid- 
ly declining quality of educa- 
tion. 

‘The Inquirer uncovered an of- 
ficial paper trail, supported by 
testimonial evidence, pointing to 
the existence of a cartel at the 
DepEd which has been cornering 
the lion’s share of the textbook 
contracts since the Estrada ad- 
ministration. 

Rex Publishing is one of the 
two companies that protested the 
bidding, going up to the highest 
tribunal. Don Buhain, its general. 
manager, admits that his compa- 
пу does not stand to benefit from 
the exercise. 

“In the event that the Supreme 
Court decides to order the win- 
ning bidgers to return the money 


will they return it? The problem 
is we can't even sue. Where will 
you sue, who will you sue?" says 
Buhain. 


Not sour-graping 

In fact, the DepEd says it had 
distributed 11.9 million text- 
books and teaching manuals 
worth P500 million for this 
school year for Social Studies 
in Filipino for Grades 1 to 5. 
This is part of the P800-million 


been delayed because of court 
cases 

“At the very least, we will make 
it known,” says Buhain, referring 
to the alleged rigged process. 
“They say we're sour-graping. To 
begin with, we are defending the 
position of the DepEd,” Buhain 
says. “Rex will not get a single 
cent unless they bid it out again.” 

He says that the case, if re- 
solved, could at least lead to bet- 
ter legislation and end collusion 
among bidders and government 
officials. "Was there abuse of 
some individuals?" 


18 bidders 

Of the 18 bidders that bought 
the bid documents for the project, 
only 11 submitted financial bids 
on Dec. 9, 2005. 

Due to delays spawned by al- 
leged irregularities, the period 
within which the Arroyo adminis- 
tration could draw from the 
World Bank loan actually expired 
in June 2006. But the govern- 
ment appealed, promising to end 
the contentious bidding process 
indue time. 

Education Secretary Jesli La- 
pus has cautiously distanced him- 
self from the project. He says he 


last year. 


deal. The publication of 
rest of the textbooks has 


DepEd. 


ment. 


was not party to the loan as he 
only assumed office in August 


"j have so much tasks on hand. 
We have some sort of systems 
breakdown for the last decade in 
the education sector, so I don't 
want to be distracted from my 
priorities," he says. 


Combined loans 

Itwas the DepEd that obtained 
the loan to finance the procure- 
ment of elementary and hight 
school textbooks and teachers 
manuals in Sibika Grades 1.3, 
Heograpiya, Kasaysayan at Sibika 
Grades 4-6, and Araling Pan- 
lipunan Years 1-4. 

The projet was under the 
combined loans from the World 
Bank and the Asian Development 
Bank designed to address the 
multifaceted programs of the 


Undersecretary Fe Hildalgo, 
then DepEd officer in charge, 
signed the papers, while former 
Undersecretary Mike Luz, in 
charge of finance and administra- 
tion, coordinated with the De- 
partment of Budget Manage- 


Upon the DepEd's request, the 
Inter-Agency Bids and Awards 
Committee (IABAC) of the DBM 
called for an Intemational Com- 
petitive Bidding on Oct. 27, 2005. 


Process delayed 

After the required prequalifica- 
tion, the opening of the financial 
bids was done on Dec. 9, 2005. 
‘The DBM and the previous DepEd 
leadership, for unexplained rea- 
sons, did not act in time to pro- 
cure the books. Under the law, it 
has only 90 days from the date of 
the bidding to award the project 


tal Corp, 


‘Trading, 
Bookstore, 


& M, 


mation Sheets. 


to winning bidders. 

The 11 of the 18 bidders who 
submitted fnancial bids were 
Vibal Publishing, Lex Media Digi- 

Боп 
Grand C. Graphics Inc., Kolonwel 
Ningbo Binbin, 

Anvil 
Alkem Co, Watana Phanit and 
Daewoo International Corp. 

Documents submitted to the 
IABAC showed joint venture 
agreements and common share- 
holders between several bidders: 
Vibal, LG & M Corp., JTW and 
Lamco; Watana and Advance 
Agro (and also with Alkem); 
Ibon, Bookman and Tri-Media; 
and Lex Media, SD Publications 
and FEP Printing. 

Records of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission obtained 
by the Inquinen bear this out. 


Interlocking shares 

‘The four suppliers—Vibal, LG 
SD Publication 
Watana—have interlocking and 
common controlling sharehold- 
ers based on their General Infor- 


Informed earlier of the appar- 
ent misrepresentation of the four. 
bidders, the IABAC, chaired by 
DBM's Eduardo Opida, instructed 
the ‘Technical Working Group 
(TWG) to conduct a detailed doc- 
umentary evaluation of all the 
bidders and to establish possible 
conflict of interests among them. 

Оп Feb. 20, the joint DBM Pro- 
curement Service-DepEd TWG 
submitted a memorandum to the 
ІАВАС identifying the common 
shareholders of Vibal, SD and LG 
& M: Jezn Fernandez, Aida 
Gutierrez, Stella Lawson, Nila 
Матра and Gaspar Vibal. 

Femandez is corporate secre- 


Foundation, 


Rex 
Publishing, 


says the TWG memo. 


and 


tary while Mapa is vice president 
for all three bidders. Lawson is 
treasurer of both SD and Vibal. 

Except for Fernandez, all four 
have 24.9 percent of subscribed 
shares in all three companies. 

It is clear that the controlling 
shareholders of Vibal, SD and LG 
& М are common and the same, 


Tt says that LG & M, a joint ven- 
ture partner of Vibal, was the copy- 
rightowner of the book submitted 
‘by Watana Phanit, a competitor: The 
latter was actualy the agent/legal 
representative of LG & M. 


Access to each other’s bids 

“These interlocking interests put 
the four firms in a position to have 
access to information about the 
bids, or influence each other's bids,” 
says the memo. “Their acts created 
the appearance of a competition to 
establish bid prices that were artifi- 
cial and noncompetitive.” 

“The TWG then strongly recom- 
mended the disqualification of 
the Vibal group, prompting the 
TABAC to concur. It then wrote a 
letter to the World Bank. 

One of the four lowest complying 
bidders, Kolonwel, was a casualty of 
the alleged fraudulent process. 

То join the bidding, bidders 
must hurdle a stringent process of 
prequalification (content evalua- 
tion and testing of the thickness of 
the paper), submission and open- 
ing of bids, evaluation of bids and 
pos-qualification (retesting of the 
thickness of the paper), 

Kolonwel originally won Lot 3 
(Hekasi for Grades 4-6) worth 
P386 million but was booted out 
of the bidding in the end. Kolon- 
wel bagged the whole Lot 3 after 
passing the content evaluation 
conducted by the Instructional 
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CHR looks ... 


From pageAt 


Commissioner Dominador Calamba yester- 
day said he had asked for a meeting with Jonas’ 
mother Edita Burgos, as well as his peers in a 
peasant organization that helps poor farmers. 

Calamba said his initial theory was that 
Jonas might have been “suspected as an NPA 
(New People's Army member)" ora "front" for 
the communist armed group. 

“That's why we really want to know what ex- 
actly he did. it can help provide reasons why he 
‘was abducted, or who wanted it,” Calamba said, 

At the time of his abduction on April 28, 
Jonas, son of the late press freedom icon Jose 
Зое" Burgos, маз а volunteer giving technical 
training to members of the Alyansang Mag- 
bubukid ng Bulacan, a local chapter of the 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas. 

Edita was scheduled to meet yesterday 
with Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Hermo- 
genes Esperon Jr. at his office in Camp 
Aguinaldo, but she was afflicted with vertigo 
(dizziness) and could not make it. 

She sent her brother and lawyer to the 
meeting, which Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita arranged last week. 

But upon their arrival, Edita's representa- 
tives were told that Esperon had expected 
them an hour earlier and had gone on to an- 
other meeting. 


*Nothing happened" 

According to AFP information chief Lt. Col. 
Bartolome Bacarro, Esperon was to meet with 
Edita at 9 a.m. yesterday. Her representatives 
arrived an hour later, but Esperon had to goto 
another appointment at the Department of 
National Defense. 

Edita's brother Jimmy ‘Tronqued and 
lawyer Boyet Fernandez met instead with Col. 
Benedicto Jose, head of the AFP human rights 
office, and Col. Daniel Lucero, Esperon's se- 
nior executive assistant. 

Still, Edita told the INQumn on the phone, 
"nothing happened" at the meeting because 
the two officials could not provide her brother 
and lawyer a copy of the AFP Provost Marshal 
report, which the family had been requesting 
since its completion last month. 

The report is supposed to explain how the. 
license plates of a vehicle impounded at an 
Army camp in Norzagaray, Bulacan, ended up 
on the getaway vehicle of Jonas’ abductors. 

Edita said she would have made it to the 
meeting if not for the vertigo that had kept 
her in bed for the past two days 

She said Lucero and Jose had suggested to 
her brother that she make another appoint- 
ment with Esperon on June 12. 

‘She has yet to decide on that, Edita said. 

What has dampened her spirits was that 
the military officials could not give her family 
а copy of the “very important” AFP Provost 
Marshal report, Edita said 

“We are building a case. We'd like to find 
out what the truth is,” she said in a phone 
patch interview with reporters. 

On Tuesday Isafp chief Maj. Gen. Delfin Ban- 
git was a noshow for the second time at the 
CHR hearing. He sent a representative, Maj. 
Ser-me Ayuyao, head of Isafp legal affairs. 

But Ayuyao annoyed the CHR, particularly 
its chair Purificacion Quisumbing, when he 
refused to take part in the hearing and ques- 
tioned its legality. 

Calamba yesterday said the CHR would 
again summon Bangit to its next hearing, the 
date of which has yet to be set. 

With an AFP report 


Materials Committee Secretariat 
ofthe DepEd. 

The IABAC then decided that 
Kolonwel, along with Vibal, 
Watana and Daewoo, to be sub- 
jected to post-qualification, after 
winning the first round. 


Post-test failure 

But Kolonwel mysteriously 
failed in a post-test conducted on 
sample cover and body stocks of 
the textbooks by Instructional De- 
velopment Institute of the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology. 

The IABAC also disqualified 
Vibal and Watana for conflict of 
interest, thus only Daewoo, which 
‘won P128.8 million worth of text- 
books, complied with all the re- 
quirements for this bidding. 

However, the World Bank Se- 
nior Economist of the Human De- 
velopment Sector Unit for East 
Asia and Pacific Region said in a 
letter to the DepEd on April 24, 
2006, that Vibal and Watana 
Phanit should be allowed to bid. 


No sanctions 

It even urged the TABAC to re- 
consider its March 15 decision 
disqualifying the two for violat- 
ing the Government Procurement 
Law and WB guidelines. 

The IABAC subsequently gave 
in and quietly issued notice of 
awards to them. 

The Marian Schools Antonio 
Calipjo Go expresses alarm that 
Vibal had yet to rectify errors in 
its previous publications and it 
again is out with a new setof text- 
books. No sanction has been pre- 
viously imposed on the company. 

As far as he knows, its error- 
filled textbooks remain in use. 

In the end, the students are the 
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HK maids nothappy 9,99 /) 2-22 E - 
with $10 pay increase 


By Blanche S. Rivera fact sheet distributed to labor at- 
tachés of countries sending domes- 

HONG KONG—FOREIGN DO- ticworkersto Hong Kong. 
mese helpers in Hong Kong yes- The Philippine Consulate Gener- 
tetday received an HK$80 (05810) al lists 120,788 Filipinos working as 
wage hike, pegging their monthly domestic helpers in Hong Kong as ~ 
minimum allowable wage (MAW) of December last year, the biggest + 
offoreign maids to HKS3,480. bulk of all foreign maids here, fol- 

The Hong Kong Labour Depart- lowed by 104,129 Indonesians. 
‘ment announced the wage increase “It’s a welcome move on our 
late Tuesday aftemoon during a рат, but whether it is commensu- jp,» ; 4 n € 
meeting with the labor officials of rateornotissillquesionableothe | CJ 1/2 fz] f] 52422 cJ )pursiols xim 
major laborsending counmios here, foreign domestic helpers" Ph | “i КОК ПИЛ УН 
including the Philippines. pine labor attaché Nida Romulo tine dle deles] ЗЛ АИЙ? 

"We have completed this years saidin an interview. reist distri ОЛЫ 
review and decided that the MAW Romulo said the labor attachés 
should be increased by HK$80 or had asked Hong Kong Assistant 
24 percent from the existing Labour Commissioner Fong Ngai 
HK$3400 per month. The new for the basis of the HKS80 wage 
MAW will take effect on June 6," hike, saying the domestic workers 
the Labour Department said іп а wouid likely question it. 


No hospital 
holidays in 
2 months 


By Edson C, Tandoc Jr. 


THERE WILL BE NO 
“hospital holidays,” at 
least for the next two (A 
months. jM o { 
Hospital owners yes- ОИЕ fx 
veiday sid they would po, A your daughter т me: priceless 
cancel a scheduled se- REQ УЙ, „Озу улга 29 
ries of "hospital holi- PES > 2 ч che z 
days" to protest a new E >. deo 
law that would stop 
them fom detaining 
patients with unpaid 
bills after Health Secre- 
tary Francisco Duque 
TII promised to consider. 
their concerns in фе 
writing of the law's im- 
plementing rules. 
"We will wait for the 
implementing rules 
and regulations,” said 
Edlane Ulama, execu- 
tive secretary of the Pri- 
vate Hospitals Associa- 
tion of the Philippines 
(PHAP) following a di- 
alogue between doc- 
tors, hospital owners 
and Duque in Man- 
daluyong yesterday. 
The PHAP earlier 
threatened to stage 
from June 22 to 23 а 
hospital holiday а 
form of boycott during 
which member hospi- 
tals wil] not be accept- 
ing or servicing pa- 
tients, except those in 
the emergency and In- 
tensive care unt, 


Promissory notes 
‘The Hospital Deten- 
tion Law, or RA 9439, 
authored by Sen. Pia 
Cayetano, bans medi- 
cal institutions from 
preventing — patients 
with unpaid bills from 
leaving the hospital or 
refusing them medical 
certificates for as long 
as the patients issue 
promissory notes 
‘The law will not be 
fully implemented ш 
til the implementing 
rules and regulations 
(IRR) are completed. 
Some doctors at the. e : К 
Tuesday meeting with K eus se У at > 
Duque jokingly sad Use your MasterCard* card abroad for a chance to win 


that the DOH could just 


ge ME 4 business class Northwest Airline tickets to the U.S, 
PHAP time to campaign $ 
for the repeal of the 
Cayetano. law which f E Е 
Ч ( : Every US$10 equivalent charged to‘your Standard, Gold, Titanium and Platinum MasterCard 
protect poor patients. x. 
ibd эчт *- "tard for any overseas transaction entitles you to а raffle entry in the monthly draws 
Loren Legarda and RE 
Francis Escudero have. So continue creating priceless moments with MasterCard for a chance to meet up with your 
already promised to 
ER d abe relatives in the United States, See flyers or log on to www.mastercard.com/sea for details 
DOH would be coming * 
gue with the IRR ото d arch 16 to June 30, 260 
“within 6 to 8 weeks.” Promo Period: March 1 Jur 0, 2007 
The PHAR which 
says it has a member- 
ship of more than 300 
active hospitals, has 
opposed the law, argu- 
ing that hospitals 
could incur huge loss- 
es if poor patients are 
allowed to leave with- 
‘out paying their bills. 
Duque said stake- 
holders like the Philip- 
pine Medical Associa- 
tion, the Philippine 
Hospitals Association 
and the PHAP would 
be heard in the techni- 
cal working committee 
drafting the IRR. 
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Tokyo, Japan 


jp Е 
Finally, 10 senators proclaimed 


Frompage Al 
tend the ceremony. 

The Comelec left hanging the 
fate of GO's Antonio Trillanes IV 
and Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel Ш 
and TU's Miguel Zubiri—who 
were still locked in a fight for the 
last three slots of the Magic 12. 

Hours earlier, the Comelec an- 
nounced that special elections would 
be held in Maguindanao after it de- 
cared that the fraud-tainted polls in 
the province on May 14 had failed. 

Maguindanao has 337,108 
registered voters. 


Irony of the day 

,, Shortly after his proclamation, 
Senator-elect Cayetano noted the 
irony ofthe day. 

“It is ironic that today is the 
second anniversary of the Garci 
tapes ... 1 don't know why we 
were proclaimed today" he said 
ina televised interview. 

‘Cayetano was referring to the al- 
leged wiretapped phone conversa- 
tions between President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo and former Election Com- 
missioner Virgilio Garcillano dealing 
with rigging the 2004 presidential 
election to ensure Ms Arroyo's victo- 
‘yan allegation denied by both the 
President and by Garcillano. 

As of the latest tally, Pimentel 
was still in 12th place, leading 
Zubiri by 127,147 votes. 

Still untabulated votes from 


Surigao del Norte, Basilan, Lanao 
del Sur and Maguin- 
danao—which have a combined 
total of 1.2 million registered vot- 
ers—will be crucial in determin- 
ing who will claim the 12th spot. 
"The 11th placer could be known 
by Friday, when the election body 
sitting as National Board of Can- 
vassers shall have finished tabulat- 
ing the vote tallies from Surigao del 
Norte, Basilan and Lanao del Sur. 
As the prodamaton ceremony 
with an invocation and the 
singing of the national anthem, the 
Comelec commissioners stood оп a 
daisin black robes. The senators ele 
stood ina semicircle in front of them. 
Abalos read out the names of the 
winners, starting with Legarda, 
who received a spatter of applause. 
“Now, therefore, by virtue of the. 
powers vested in me by the Consti 
tution ... the Commission on Elec- 
tions, sitting en banc as the National 
Board of Canvassers, hereby pro- 
claims the above named Senate can- 
didates as the duly elected senators 
of the Republic of the Philippines... 
to serve for a term of six years begin- 
ning on June 30, 2007,” Abalos said. 


Cory Aquino 

‘The audience included former 
President Cory Aquino, who was 
dressed in yellow. 

She was happy that her son 
won, but the former President 
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said a lot of things still needed to 
be fixed in the electoral system. 

She described the canvassing as 
“slow motion” and told reporters her 
friends from abroad had been calling 
her asking what was taking the 

tion of winners so ong. 

She thanked the people who 
kept vigil and sacrificed so that 
elections would be fair. 

"pray that there will comea time 
we will know within the day the re- 
sults of the elections so there would 
beno fears of fraud,” Aquino said. 


Need for electoral reforms 

Cayetano also spoke about the 
need for electoral reforms. 

“Praise God and thank you to 
everyone for supporting and al- 
lowing the to overcome all the 
challenges. They will be my inspi- 
ration to correct what is wrong in 
our system," he told reporters. 

‘Two Cayetanos ran in the Sen- 
ate: he and Joselito Cayetano of 
the Kilusan ng Bagong Lipunan, 
who used the nickname Peter. 

Alan had sought Joselito's dis- 
qualification and it is still pend- 
ing in the Supreme Court. 

"That is the purpose why I faced 
alot of challenges, so I can giveem- 
phasis on the loopholes in our elec- 
toral law and how to strengthen our 
weak institutions,” Cayetano said. 

He said he won because he stood 
by his principles. “This elections 


were about people seeing character 
and principles,” he said, adding that 
his clash with President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's husband, Jose Miguel Ar- 
toyo, also boosted his campaign. 

“People got to know me be- 
cause of that. Though many local 
officials did not support me be- 
cause Malacafiang had talked to 
them, I got the sympathy of our 
people,” Cayetano said. 


VIPs 

Other dignitaries included Sen- 
ators Franklin Drilon, Juan Ponce 
Enrile, Cayetano sister Pia, GO 
campaign manager Sen. Sergio Os- 
mefia Ш and Lily Monteverde. 

Also present were TV talk show 
host Kris Aquino, sister of the new- 
dy elected senator and Sandra 
‘Cam, “jueteng” whistle-blower. 

The lobby from the Gate 3 en- 
trance ofthe PICC going to the proda- 


Cayetano and Escudero got the 
most attention, until Kris Aquino and 
her husband James Yap entered. 

А female employee was over- 
heard saying: “I wanted to have 
pictures with Сый, but he was 
with his wife!” 

Policemen were seen posing for 
pictures with Lacson, a former na- 
tional police chief. Employees were 


waiting for singer-actress Sharon 
Cuneta, but only her husband 
Pangilinan showed up. 

Makati City Mayor Jejomar Bi- 
nay also arrived with his daugh- 
ter Abigail, a newly elected repre- 
sentative of the city. 


Improbable 

In ordering special elections, the 
Comelec said canvaser in 
Maguindanao could not produce 
the documents crucial to the retab- 
ulation of tallies in the province, 

The recanvassing of tallies, be- 
lieved to be based on ballots that 
teachers filled up under duress with 
the names of administration candi- 
dates, was ordered by the Comelec 
on May 30 when it ruled that it was 
“statistically improbable” for 19 sen- 
atorial candidates to get zero votes 
in the 22 towns of Maguindanao. 

Should the candidate on the 
12th slot fail to widen his lead 
even if votes from Basilan, Lanao 
del Sur and Surigao del Norte 
had been counted by Friday, the 
Comelec would have to wait for 
the results of the special elections 
in Maguindanao before it could 
proclaim the 12th winner. 

Abalos announced the special 
elections after the special board of 
canvgssers, which the poll body 
created to tally the certificates of 
canvass (CoC) at the municipal 
level, ended its work yesterday. 


GMA seeks RP-Sichuan logistics partnership 


From page Al 
nese-Filipino businessmen. 

“The Philippines can help en- 
hance the competitiveness of Chi- 
nese inland industries by doing 
procurement and preprocessing of 
low value-to-weight product com- 
ponents in the Philippines. The 
Philippines could provide logistics 
services to Chengdu in terms of 
forwarding networks and proce- 
dures, supply chain services and 
‘even local servicing,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo stressed that the 
Philippines was making a slow but 
sure victory in tuming around the 
economy "to lift up its poor” 

"We are investing in our people 
and creating new hope and oppor- 
tunity to the people,” she said. 

‘The investments the Philippine 
government is making in its “hu- 
man and physical infrastructure,” 
as well as the country’s strategic lo- 
cation, will also make the Sichuan 
‘companies “become more compet- 
itive if you do business in the 
Philippines," the President said. 


Livestock feeds 

Ms Arroyo pointed out how New 
Hope Group, one of China's largest 
distributors of feeds for the livestock 
industry that already has an $11- 
million feeds factory on MacArthur 
Highway, is building a $7 million 


factory in San Simon, Pampanga. 

“The company is also poised to 
put up three more factories in Is- 
abela and still to be identified loca- 
tions in the Visayas and Mindanao. 

Chinese-Filipino businessmen, 
in tum, have begun investing in 
Chengdu as well. 

‘The Henry Sy-owned ShoeMart 
has built its third retail mall in Chi- 
na in Chengdu worth $80 million. 
Ms Arroyo toured the mall after the 
business forum and banquet host- 
ed by the Sichuan governor 

‘One of the Philippines’ leading 
banks, MetroBank, is set to put up 
another branch in Chengdu, its 
third in China. 

Oishi, the food manufacturing 
company, is also “contemplating” 
on setting up business in Cheng- 
du, Ms Arroyo said. 

Plea for Chinese investments 

Lucio Tan and MetroBanks 
George Ty led the economic mis- 
sion of the Chinese-Filipino ty- 
cons, described by Ms Arroyo їп 
her speech as а “high-powered 
business community” 

"We look forward to the day 
when Sichuan substantially rais- 
ез the level of investments in the 
Philippines ... By investing in one 
another, trading with one anoth- 
ex, and visiting one anothes, we 


are showing that we have confi- 
dence in a shared future togeth- 
er,” Ms Arroyo said. 

‘Chengdu’s mayor also invited 
the Philippines to set up a con- 
sular office in the city. 

Ms Arroyo witnessed the sign- 
ing of an agreement for friendly 
cooperation between Cebu 
province, represented by Gov. 
Gwendolyn Garcia, and Sichuan 
Governor Jiang. 

‘Agriculture Secretary Arthur 
Yap said the Philippines and 
Sichuan were also exploring pos- 
sibilities for agribusiness, particu- 
larly in the import and export of 
tropical fruits from the Philip- 
pines and temperate fruits from 
Sichuan. 

Yap added that the Philippine 
government was working on a 
technology tie-up with Sichuan, 
“called the land of abundance.” 

Sichuan has three state agri- 
culture colleges which Yap hopes 
would tie up with the Philippines’ 
agribusiness and agricultural 
schools and state colleges and 
universities. 

From Chengdu, Ms Arroyo and 
her delegation flew to Chongqing 
where she is expected to attend 
today another trade and invest- 
ment forum. 

The President's visit in 


Chongqing highlights the Philip- 
pines aggressive initiative to take 
part їп the robust development of 
China's western region. 


Meetings in Portugal 

Before departing Lisbon on 
Tuesday, Ms Arroyo met with Por- 
tuguese President Anibal Cavaco 
Siva and Prime Minister Jaime 
Gama to renew ties and discuss co- 
operation between the European 
Union and the Association of 
‘Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). 

Ms Arroyo invited Gama to vis- 
it the Philippines, while Silva 
asked her to return for an official 
visit. Ms Arroyo was primarily on 
a pilgrimage to the shrine of Our 
Lady of Fatima to thank the Virgin 
Mary for the recovery of her hus- 
band from an open heart surgery. 

Ms Arroyo, current Asean chai 
told reporters that her meeting with 
the two Portuguese leaders was im- 
portant because Portugal would 
Chair the Epropean Union in July. 

“I hope during Portugal's presi- 
dency of EU, you will move for- 
ward your relations not only with 
Brazil but with Asean,” she told 
Gama at the San Bento Palace. 

Ms Arroyo expressed hope that 
under Portugal's leadership, the 
EU members would follow France 
in signing the Treaty of Amity and 


‘Cooperation with Asean. 


Free trade agreement 

Ms Arroyo also said the free trade 
agreement between the Asean and 
the European Union might be signed 
in November during Portugal's lead- 
ership of the union. 

‘Gama said it was important for 
the European Union to build 
strong relations with Asia. 

“It’s a great honor for us to wel- 
come you. The Philippines has 
long historical ties with Portugal. 
Our relations are excellent,” Silva 
said in a separate meeting at the 
Palacio de Belem. 

“Your visit to Fatima was a very 
special moment,” Silva said. 


Alotin common 

Ms Arroyo said there was not 
much trade between the two coun- 
tries although they have a lot in 
common—the Catholic faith, the 
sea as a major trade route, tourism 
and the fact that 10 percent of the 
population works abroad. 

Gama asked Ms Arroyo about 
the Muslim secessionist rebels. She 
said a four-year ceasefire might 
lead to the signing of a peace 
agreement. She added that many 
‘countries were helping push the 
peace process forward. With are- 
port from Juliet Labog-Javellana 


76 cocks 


held 
at Naia 


From page Al 


imported from the United 
States were “detained” at 
the cargo terminal of the Ni- 
moy Aquino International 
Airport (Nai) as they 
lacked the required original 
copies of their health certifi- 
cates from the US Depart- 
‘ment of Agriculture, the air- 
port quarantine chief said. 

The partially "undocu- 
mented” cocks and hens 
were among a batch of 276 
birds that arrived in Manila. 
on Tuesday morning, all to 
be bred here as fighting 
cocks. 

Dr. Simeon Amurao, offi- 
cer in charge of the Naia Vet- 
erinary Quarantine Service, 
said customs officials at the 
airport decided to seize the 
birds upon finding out that 
the shipment lacked the 
original copy of their US 
health clearance. 


No health risks 

“all the 276 had permits 
and health certificates but 
the certificates of the 76 
were just faxed copies so 
Customs decided to confis- 
cate them while we await 
the original copy,” Amurao 
said. 

“But for us, they're OK 
because we've spoken with 
the veterinarian who in- 
spected them in the US and 
we were informed that 
they were healthy,” the 
doctor added. 

Amurao said the imports 
would not pose any health 
risks to the public if re- 
leased. 


Several owners 

It was not known yet 
whether the birds still had a 
chance of being released to 
the brokerage firm that ar- 
ranged their shipment. 

Amurao said the batch, 
which had one cock for ev- 
ery two hens, may have had 
several owners, although 
transported here through 
one broker. 

Importing birds from 
American states Was nor- 
mal, he said. "We allow 
poultry from the US because. 
there's no bird flu there," һе 
said. 

On the other hand, live 
poultry and poultry prod- 
ucts from a number of Asian 
cities and Europe are not al- 
lowed into the Philippines. , 


Leftist labor bloc key player in Trillanes surprise showing 
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tute itself as part of a logistical 
infrastructure for regular distri- 
bution and posting of electoral 
materials at the factory and the 
barangay level in areas where 
there are KPMP affiliates (labor 
unions).” 

‘The document identified these 
areas as Metro Manila, Iloilo City, 
Negros Occidental, General San- 
tos City and Polomolok town in 
South Cotabato. 

‘The KPMP said it had 100,000 
members in these areas. 

“These activities will be under- 
taken in coordination with, or 
separate and independent from, 
any campaign activities that 
KPMP affiliates will do in their re- 
spective areas in support of their 
local candidates,” the document 
said. 

Detained since July 2003 for 
leading the takeover by rebel sol- 
diers of the posh Oakwood resi- 
dences in Makati City that month, 
Trillanes stunned the nation for 
his phenomenal rise from a No. 
15-16 rank in the pre-election 
surveys toNo. 11. 


Military vote 

Analysts yesterday identified 
some of the reasons that pro- 
pelled Trillanes into the winning 
circle in the count of the Commis- 
sion on Elections. 

These included his being an 
“underdog,” “a symbol of a sol- 
dier who will stand up for the 
people" a reminder of the 
“young officer like Gregorio del 
Pilar,” and a rallying figure of 
defiance against an oppressive 
leader. 

"illages consistent drawing 


power among all sectors of soci- 
ety also showed "there is a mili- 
tary vote that can be harnessed in 
response to a compelling issue 
that affects the entire society" re- 
tired Commodore Rex Robles 
said. 

“Trillanes represents an idea. 
He stands fora certain type of sol- 
dier that appeals to the voters, 
the soldier who will fight corrup- 
tion, who will stand up for the 
people,” Robies said. 

Robles was a member of the Fe- 
liciano Commission, a factfind- 
ing body created by Malacafiang 
to look into the circumstances 
surrounding the Oakwood 
mutiny. 


Unforgettable scene 

An unforgettable scene from 
that mutiny showed Trillanes 
calling for the resignation of Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo, then 
Defense Secretary Angelo Reyes 
and Brig. Gen. Victor Corpus, 
chief of the Intelligence Service of 
the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines. 

In the document, the KPMP 
said its campaign would cover the 
last 42 days of the 90-day cam- 
paign period for senatorial candi- 
dates. 

KPMP members are the Na- 
tional Federation of Labor 
Unions, Philippine Airlines Em- 
ployees Association, National La- 
bor Union, Association of Demo- 
cratic Labor Organizations, Soli- 
darity of Independent and Gen- 
vine Labor Organizations, Philip- 
pine Congress of Employees, 
Democratic Alliance of Labor Or- 
ganizations-Visayas, Mount 
Maturum Workers Federation- 


Mindanao, and the Katipunan ng 
mga Anak ng Bayan. 


Bandwagon effect 

“The objective of the campaign 
is to help push candidate Tril- 
lanes into the second half of the 
12-slate winning circle creating a 
bandwagon effect in the last 
weeks of the campaign period,” 
said the document. 

То push Trillanes into the win- 
ning circle, several candidates 
that it identified as vulnerable 
have to be pushed out, it said. 

‘The paper identified them as 
Vicente Sotto Ш, Joker Arroyo 
and Edgardo Angara—all candi- 
dates of the administration's 
‘Team Unity (TU). 

Current rankings in the Com- 
elec count show the campaign 
tactic was effective in the case of 
Sotto, who is No. 19, but didn’t 
workin the case of Arroyo, No. 9, 
and Angara, No. 7. 


Creative, negative strategy 

"The creative strategy for this 
kind of campaign is to position 
candidate Trillanes as the only 
GO candidate with a ‘clean and 
comprehensive platform," said 
the document. 

Alongside this creative strate- 
gy, the document said, a “nega- 
tive strategy ... is expected to cre- 
ate powerful associations of 
name recall if the name of Tril- 
lanes is juxtaposed with that of 
Pangilinan, Recto, Joker, Sotto 
and Angara." 

"The trick is that if a voter con- 
siders them their favorite but can 
only pick four out of five names 
from the administration ticket 
(TU) then he or she would need 


some more names from the oppo- 
sition slate,” it said. 


Wanted 

“Making candidate Trillanes 
appear a good choice, or project- 
ing him as a good second best 
choice, could put him in con- 
tention.” 

Part ofthis strategy was to pro- 
duce posters that says “Wanted” 
onthe top ofa picture of Trillanes 
and “written below is TRILLANES 
FOR SENATOR.” 

Another poster, according to 
the document, would have these 
words: “Kabayan, Boboto Ka Pa 
Ba?” (Fellow Filipino, will you 
still vote?) 

Under the heading “Abante” 
Forward) is the name of Tril- 
lanes alone. Under the heading 
“Atras” (Retreat) were "Mr. Not- 


ed" across Francis Pangilinan's 


name; “Mr. Value-Added Tax,” 
Recto; “Mr. Bad Ka,” Arroyo; “Mr. 
Aso, (Lapdog), Sotto; and Mr. 
Trapo, Angara. 


Real causes, names 

“To generate voters interest 
and commitment in a situation 
where the actual or physical pres- 
ence of our candidate is not possi- 
ble, there isa need to adopt inno- 
vative techniques and strategies 
to make the presence of our can- 
didate ‘virtually real’ by identify- 
ing him with real causes, real 
faces, or names of more popular 
candidates whether from the op- 
position or the administration 
plus a good number of nice peo- 
ple actively doing the campaign 
for him,” said the KPMP docu- 
ment, signed by KPMP secretary 
general Dave Diwa. 


“In electoral campaigns, the 
medium is the message.” 

In his interviews with media, 
“Trillanes has promised to work 
for Ms Arroyo's impeachment. Не 
said Ms Arroyo's ouster would be 
a solution to the divisiveness that 
ails the country. 


Poster boy of injustice 

Trillanes’ continued detention 
despite a grant of bail by a civilian. 
court has turned him into a poster 
boy of “injustice,” Sen. Rodolfo 
Biazon said. 

“Is not just a protest vote 
against the Arroyo administra- 
tion, but a protest against the sys- 
tem, especially the justice sys- 
tem," Biazon said. 

He noted that many Filipinos, 
especially the poor, often lan- 
guished in jail while awaiting the 
trial to begin. He said this was al- 
so happening to Trillanes and the 
other Magdalo officers, many of 
whom were only in their 20s 
when they joined the call for Ms 
Arroyo to resign four years ago. 

Biazon said the votes cast for 
Trillanes also showed that people 
see injustice whether in a civilian 
court or in a court-martial. “It’s 
the same. It's still justice delayed, 
justice denied,” he said. 

But Biazon said the "clamor for 
“Trillanes” was strong, especially 
in depressed areas where most 
victims of injustice live. 

“People who feel that their in- 
terests are being threatened by 
military adventurism reject Tril- 
lanes," he said. 

In fact, Trillanes appeals to vot- 
ers even in remote areas not acces- 
sible by Internet, his preferred 
mode of reaching out to the voters. 


„uated from the PMA. 


The results from Barangay Ab- 
dulah Buisan of Masiu town in 
Lanao del Sur even showed him 
second to Loren Legarda, an 
adopted Maranao princess, He 
was also way ahead of popular 
actors Cesar Montano and 
Richard Gomez. 

Trillanes garnered more votes 
than big-spenders Prospero 
Pichay and Chavit Singson, both 
of the TU and who were free to 
stomp the countryside, 


Recurring theme 

Political analyst Antonio Gat- 
maitan said the image of a 
“rebel soldier” was a recurring 
theme in Philippine colonial his- 
tory. 

“There is a part of us that is 
antiestablishment. Thats why 
rebel soldiers are never con- 
demned,” Gatmaitan said. 

He said the image of a young 
military rebel, or a young officer 
who will fight to his death, like 
Gregorio del Pilar, has a special 
place in the Filipino psyche. 

“It harks back to the Spanish 
colonial times. In that way, we are 
like the Irish,” Gatmaitan said. 

He also said that in general, 
“voters love revolutionaries ог 
rebels, wherever they are.” 

Like Trillanes, Biazon and Rob- 
les are graduates of the Philip- 
pine Military Academy (PMA). 
Trillanes graduated in 1995 while 
Biazon and Robles made it in 
1961 and 1965. 

Trillanes was born on Aug. 6, 
1971, just months before Grego- 
rio Honasan, the charismatic 
leader of several attempts to oust 
President Corazon Aquino, grad- 
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Chavit quits politics 


VIGAN CITY—HE.IS DEFEATED AND OUT. 
After an unsuccessful bid to win a Senate seat, 
outgoing Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson 
said he is ending his political career. 

“I am retiring from politics. Mag alaga na 
long ako ng mga hayop (1 will just take care of 
animals),” said Singson, who keeps a mini zoo 
at his sprawling Baluarte here. 

But he said he would always be available for 
his province mates and others “if they need me.” 

Analyzing the defeat of the administrationis 
Team Unity in the recent pols, Singson said the 
supposed “command vote” and party machine 
did not work because of the “feuding bets" ofad- 
ministration party in the local level. 

He said there was the Lakas-Kampi standoff 
їп many areas. "We could not concentrate оп 
the national campaign because the parties 
waged their battles in the local elections. Some- 
one should have offered the other party deal,” 
he said. 

He said even candidates who ran unopposed 
had lapses as they became over confident. 

Singson admitted the negative issues in the 
media had affected the voters’ perception on 
the local and national candidates. 

"The issues raised during the election period 
had huge impact (on the voters). The voters did 
mot listen much on the platforms of candidates," 
he told reporters here. 

Аз early as April, Singson said he knew he 
had а very slim chance 
to make it to the Mag- "Ax 
ie 12 as his ranking READY FOR 
did not improve in the 
election surveys. & 
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^L knew that the surveys were accurate. I just 
could not tell my men (about my slim chance) 
because it might discourage them,” he said. 

‘But what made him happy, he said, was that he 
and his relatives won overwhelmingly in locas Sur 

His son, Board Member Ronald Singson, won 
as first district representative while his younger 
brother, Board Member Jeremias Singson, won 
asvice governor. Leoncio Balbin Jr, Inquirer 
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SERGIO OSMENA 
Speaker de la Asamblea Filipina, 1907 


JOSE C. DE VI CIA JR. 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 2007 


A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, the first national legislature, the Philippine Assembly, was inaugurated at the 
Manila Grand Opera House. Secretary of War William Howard Taft, as representative of U. S. President 
Theodore Roosevelt, reaffirmed the American purpose and hopes for Filipinos. The Assembly's inaugural 
session followed at the Marble Hall of the Ayuntamiento Building in Intramuros. 


from factionalism to genuine nationhood. 


Philippine history, said. 


Today, in a global community of nations, the House ‘of 
Representatives has taken the lead in promoting seminal causes: the 
Asia-wide Asian Parliamentary Assembly, joined by Pakistan, Iran, 
Thailand and Indonesia—and the ASEAN Parliamentary Assembly for 


As the "child of the Revolution” and Southeast 
Asia's first national parliament, the Assembly of 80. 
members, elected in the first national elections in July 
1907, made independence its noblest cause and bequeathed its 
transcendent task of building the nation to its successor, the House of 
Representatives. Our people have since moved from war to peace, from 
colonial rule to political independence, from conflict to consensus, and 


"This seminal event ushered in a series of successful nationalist 
and independence movements in colonial Asia and Africa,” four-term 
‘Speaker Jose de Venecia, the longest-serving House leader in post-war 


Southeast Asia jointly with Indonesia, Malaysia and Cambodia; the 
global Christian-Muslim Interfaith Dialogue; and the global debt-for- 
equity program to convert 50 percent of the debt of some 100 nations 
into equity in mass housing, reforestation, food production, irrigation 
health care and clean environment in line with the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals, foremost of which is to reduce poverty 
in half by 2015. The UN General Assembly has approved both 
initiatives, and the debt-for-equity program is awaiting action by the 
G-8 nations and the Paris Club. 

On this centennial year we, the Members of this House of 
Representatives, the inheritors of this proud tradition, rededicate 
ourselves to the continuing task of transforming the nation, tapping as 
always into our people's fervent idealism and hopes. In this task we 
invoke the Philippine Assembly's triumphs, achievements and trials 
as the bastion of our representative democracy, and pray for God's 
infinite blessings upon alll our strivings. 


One hundred years of building the nation 


PHILIPPINE ASSEMBLY, 1907-1916 
* Osmefia Retirement Law starts 
Filipinization by giving American public 
officials incentives to retire 
* Gabaldon Law builds schools in 
barrios nationwide 

* Bureau of Labor holds employers. 
responsible for workers' safely 

* The Philippine National Bank is 
created, providing commercial credit 
* Gov't purchases friar lands, sells them on installment 
17 Govt organizes US-style civil service and courts 

* Govt allots funds for new infrastructure 


‘SERGIO OSMENA 
1907:1910: 1910-1912: 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1916-1935 

* Philippine Autonomy Bill provides for 

a bicameral legislature 

* Concurrent resolution accepts the 

Tydings-McDuffie Act for Philippine. 

independence 

* Law granting women the right to vote 
passed in 1933 

MANELAROUS = The 1935 Constitution is ratified, 

Vursus 1025027 

198700191199 mandates elections for the 

Commonwealth govemment 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMONWEALTH, 1935-1941 

* Supreme Court is reorganized, 

judiciary Fillpinized, the Court of 

Appeals created 

* National Economic Council, 

forerunner of the National Economic 

and Development Authority, is created 

* Court of Industrial Relations settles 

labor disputes, recognizes workers’ right 

to unionize 

* The Institute of National Language 

develops, adopts national language 

* Land reform authorizes the President 

to order expropriations and acquire 

portions of large estates used as 

homesites by bonafide beneficiaries 

* Public Land Act nationalizes land 

acquisition by denying non-Filipinos the 

right to acquire land 

* The National Power Corporation is 

created to tap cheap electric power, 
hydroelectric and other power sources 

* Anti-Dummy Law fosters economic nationalism 

* The Agricultural Tenancy Act creating the Court of 
Agrarian Reform addresses agrarian unrest 

* Alliberalized Rural Bank Act gives rise to a hundred 
private rural banks 

* Spanish-era cedula or poll tax is discontinued 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 1943-1944 
" The Japanese Occupation replaces the 
Philippine Commonwealth with a 
Military Administration, pressures 
Filipino leaders to establish a civil 
administration—the Philippine. 
Executive Commission—to increase 
food production, rebuild war-damaged 
infrastructure, restore peace and order, 
T and induce guerrillas to surrender. Acts 
passed during this period were deemed 
invalid and not binding. 
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THE RESTORED COMMONWEALTH, 
& THE THIRD REPUBLIC, 1945-1972 
* Economic rehabilitation includes 
returning PNE's capital stock to its pre- 
war figure of P10 million 

* The government is authorized to 
participate in the IMF and IBRD 

* House concurs with President Roxas’ 
amnesty for collaborators during the 
Occupation 

* Filipinos are given preference in the 
lease of public market stalls 

* Central Bank Bill maintains monetary 
stability 

* Teaching of Spanish is made 
obligatory in all schools 

* Laboris banned on Sundays, 
Christmas, New Year, Holy Thursday 
and Good Friday 

* House members declare their 
statements of assets and liabilities for 
transparency 

* The Noli and Fili are made 
compulsory reading in schools despite 
the Catholic Church's opposition 

* House backs President Garcia's 
“Filipino First" policy 

* The Communist Party of the 
Philippines is outlawed 


THE INTERIM AND REGULAR 
BATASANG PAMBANSA, 1978-1986 
* The metric system is defined and 
implemented 

* Batasan is affiliated with the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union 

* Residential rentals are stabilized and 
regulated 

* Issuance of bouncing checks is 
penalized 


Eighth Congress, 1987-1992 

* Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law 
* Local Goverment Code of 1991 
dramatically expands local autonomy 

* Plunder is defined and penalized 

* Free High School Education Act 
gives poor greater access to education 
* Generic Act reduces cost of 
medicines 

* Code of conduct for public officials 
* The PNP is established 

* Trafficking mail-order Filipina brides 
to foreign nationals is made illegal 


Ninth Congress, 1992-1995 

* The first health insurance law 
provides free hospitalization, giving 
Benefits to more than 65 million 
Filipinos 

* Bases Conversion and Development 
Act helps convert Clark and Subic into 
free ports and economic zones, and 
Fort Bonifacio into a satellite city 

* The Anti-Subversion Law is repealed 
= VAT is restructured, widens tax base 
to raise revenues 

* Entry and scope of foreign banks is 
liberalized 

* President Ramos is given 
emergency powers to resolve power 
crisis 

* The Legislative-Executive 
Development Advisory Council is 
constituted to prioritize key legislation 
* High-Value Crops Development Act 


diversifies crops and increases 
farmers’ income 

* Anti-Sexual Harassment Act, OFW 
Act and Party-list System are 
strengthened 

* Armed Forces Modernization Law 


Tenth Congress, 1995-1998 


JOSE C. DE VENECIA 
= (The Ninth Congress and Tenth 


1992-1995: 1995-1999: 
2001-2004; 2004 2007 


Congress, from 1992 to 1998, passed 

228 economic, financial, and social 

reform laws, creating the modest 
Philippine economic miracle.) 

* Oil Dereguiation/Downstream Oil Industry 
Deregulation Acts stabilize oil prices 

* Intellectual Property Code protects against piracy 

* Tax Reform Act increases exemptions, allows 
decreasing corporate tax rate 

* Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act allots 
P120 billion for productivity 

* Financing Company Act allows 60% foreign 
‘ownership in financial companies 

* Anti-Rape Law classifies rape as crime against 
persons, not against chastity 

* Paternity Leave allows parents seven days leave 
besides sick and vacation leaves 

* Hospitals and medical clinics refusing to attend to 
emergency cases are penalized 

* Act sets first computerized elections in 1996 in the 

Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao 

Comelec is authorized to use the automated system 

in the May 1998 elections 


Eleventh Congress, 1998-2001 

* Solo Parents Welfare Act 

* Electronic Commerce Act prepares 
the Philippines for globalization 


AC - anti-dumping Act 
э * Seat Belts Use Act 


pine Clean Air Act combats air 
pollution 
MANUEL. VILLAR 
wh, Twelfth Congress, 2001-2004 

* Anti-Trafficking of Persons Act 
* Philippine Clean Water Act 
* Anti-Money Laundering Act 
* Overseas Absentee Voting:Act and 
Dual Citizenship Act benefit eight 
million Filipinos worldwide 
* Government Procurement Reform 
Act improves transparency 
* Electric Power Industry Reform Act 
reduces power rates, restores the 
Napocor to financia! health 
* Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs 
Act curtails the growing drug menace 
* Anti-Abuse of Women in Intimate. 
Relationships Act 


ARNULFOP. 
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Thirteenth Congress, 2004-2007 

* The Anti-Terrorism law (Human 

Security Ac) fights terrorism and 

promotes stability 

= EVAT is enacted, creating an 
‘economic breakthrough and a movement towards a 
balanced budget, strengthening the peso, and making 
funds available for development 

* Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act protects minors in 

conflict with the law 

Personal Equity and Retirement Account Law 

mandates retirement savings 

Package of tax reform laws is passed to improve 

collection, prevent tax evasion, open new revenue 

sources 

* Death penalty is outlawed, hailed by the world 

* Bio-ethanol Fuel Act develops alternative fuel sources 
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ASSEMBLY OF THE NATION 
DE an a usto legislative history 


Secretary William Howard Taft, (right photo) on the dais with the members of the Philippine 
Commission, reads the proclamation of U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt establishing the Philippine 
Assembly befcre the elected members of the chamber (below) during the Assembly's inaugural 
‘ceremonies at the Manila Grand Opera House on October 16, 1907. 


ЗОР“... of he Pp Ay 


Illareal shakes hands with 
his predecessor; Speaker Jose B. Laurel Jr. 19605 
(left, inset). President Ferdinand Marcos at the 
Batasang Pambansa, 1984 (below). 


President Jose P. Laurel before the National Assembly The Session Hall of the House of Representatives at 
during the Japanese Occupation, 1943. the reconstructed Legislative Building in the 1960s. 


(Left) President Corazon Aquino 

with Speaker Ramon V. Mitra (left) and 

Rep. Antonio Cuenco (right), 1987. 

(Below) President Gloria Macapagal- 

Arroyo delivers her State-of-the- 

Nation Address before the joint houses 

‘of Congress, 2006. Speaker de Venecia 

> (ight) and Senate President MannyVilar 
„та (е9 lock on. 


(Above) The shattered Legislative Building after the liberation of Manil, 1945. (Right photo) Gen. Douglas MacArthur, 
Supreme Allied Commander in the Pacific with Pres. Sergio Osmefia accompanied by Speaker Jose Zulueta (right) ара Senate 
President Manuel Roxas (left) after the special joint session of June 9, 1945 in which the First Commonwealth Congress was 
finally convened almost four years after its members were elected. 


(95 Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr meets US President George W. Bush in the Oral Office Washington DC, 2003. (Middle) De Venecia welcomes Chinese House marks 
Кошо Н eto to the House In Aprl 2005. (Rig) Emparar dito of Japan recs de Venecia at d Impara Pace, 2006 анар 


MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 13TH CONGRESS Су Reece m ут | 


House of Representatives wil convene 
Teo ABAD HENEDNAR : - fin PO, SOULDOV. a centennial plenary session on June 7 
Rep ABALOS, BENJAMIN JR. DC. " Ren RAMIRO, HERMINIA M. | to taunch the centennial celebration of the first 
Fp ABANTE, BENVENDO KL. s һе REAL DORO R-E. | popularly elected partament in Southeast Ава. 
Rep. ABAYA, JOSEPH EMILIO A. \ E z ep REMULLA GLBERTC. Before the session, a series of key events 
RER ABATOR MARUNG. Я | М AmREMLLASUSCRSPNC | wil take place, Including the unveling of a 
ere ыо. : А керш Historical marker, the launching of a centennial 
МА AGARAG BENJAMNJA. C. |: 1 ET | history book. titled Assembly of the Nation, 
FepAGBATAN,RODOLFOG : bak А, Roscz epnos | And the opening of a photo exhibit 
Баттс но ана ЖШТ OMLANI. President Giora Macapagal-Arroyo, Vice | 
ep ALBANO, RODOLFOIM T. М MINORITY LEADER PenowuaLoaumDnuesusn | President Noll de Castro, Senate President 
fe ALCALA PROCESO. ш JOSE с бе VENECIA UR 1 : МАНЫ Ир | Manuel Vilar, Cl Justice Reynato Puno, and 
A ALFELOR, FEUR R pl Aa noenee ionanw. Vising Speakers of Parlament head agitering 
Rep ALMARIO, MAYOZ. Ren SALAPUDOIN, ABDULGANI A. roster of dignitaries invited to speak at the 


Rep ALVAREZ, ANTONOC. THE LEADERSHIP А р 9 Rep SALCEDA, JOEYS. special Plenary Session. 
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Mandate for change 


T= PROCLAMATION OF 10 WINNING SENATORIAL 


NOU 


candidates last night—as indeed of the last two win- 
ners, we hope in the next few days—has proven to be 
anticlimactic. Pre-election surveys, an exit poll and early 
election retums tabulated by various private organizations 
doing their own quick counts already pointed to a big win 
fpr the opposition, ix that is exactly what the results 
+ show. 
IDITORIAL тһе Social Weather Stations survey 
» done in early May saw six Genuine Op- 
pósition candidates winning, four from the administration's 
‘Team Unity along with two independent candidates. The 
Bulse Asia exit poll had a similar result. However, spokes- 
then for the administration’s Team Unity said the surveys 
жеге all wrong and accused the pollsters of helping the op- 
Sosition condition people’s minds to expect an opposition 
ictory by “trending,” They said the administration's vastly 
superior political machinery would simply smother the op- 
position with “command votes” delivered by its local candi- 
dates, 80 percent of whom were running unopposed. 
1 The TU and administration spokesmen were right, of 
шге. The pollsters had erred—but in a way no one, ei- 
ther in the administration or the opposition, probably 
thought possible. As the results of the elections began to 
trickle in, an amazing trend was immediately discernible: 
opposition candidates would take not only six, but seven 
hd possibly eight, of the 12 Senate seats being contest- 
dfi: This trend is still holding, with only about а million 
votes left to be canvassed. 

How did the opposition, which could not gather a de- 
eent crowd at its campaign rallies, pull out such stunning 
victory? How did its candidates, with their limited 
Jources, upstage the veterans and better-known person- 
Чез fielded by the administration? 

Those who ran the campaign of Team Unity now admit 
that the administration's vaunted political machinery 
couldn't get going in many places. They said their local 
Candidates were engrossed in their own campaigns to 
bother about their senatorial candidates, “The command 
рез were somehow commandeered from us,” said TU 
campaign manager Reli German, 

b President Macapagal-Arroyo apparently agrees. Juan 
Miguel Zubiri, the last administration candidate with at 
Teast a mathematical chance of winning the 12th slot, has 

id the President felt “exasperated” by the outcome of the 
élections and blamed the local officials for her candidates’ 
defeat. “She felt a bit bad because she thought that at the 
very least, the local government units or the machinery 
Would deliver five senators to the Magic 12," Zubiri said. 
Iis a convenient excuse, but it may not even be the main 
Teason for the defeat of so many administration candidates. 
‘The inconvenient truth is that if fingers have to be pointed, 
they should be directed toward the President. Consider: 
Her bitterest critics, like Francis Escudero and Panfilo Lac- 
on, are up there among the leaders, and two alleged key 
plotters of a military coup are also among the winners. On 
the other hand, none of the candidates deemed closest to 
her, including her former chief of staff Michael Defensor, 
were able to make it to the Senate. It may be unflattering to 
her, but the inevitable conclusion to be drawn from this is 
that her enmity breathed life into the candidacies of her 
foes while her endorsement was а kiss of death for her 
friends. 

Ms Arroyo, however, can turn this defeat into an oppor- 
tunity. She should see the election results as a mandate 
for change—a change of policies and directions, particu- 
larly in the areas that have earned her administration the 
loudest protests and harshest condemnation: human 
rights violations and graft and corruption, And she can 
start the shift by firing from her Cabinet and other top po- 
Sitions the officials who have proven an embarrassment 
toher and a disgrace to the entire nation. 


Useless sanctions 


НЕ UNITED NATIONS IS CONSIDERING INCREASING SANC- 
tions against Iran, which will do absolutely no good. Iran is ob- 
viously intent on producing nuclear weapons, and nothing 

short of force will stop it 
E As for North Koreg, its intentions are the 
x same, but its methods are slightly different. 

FOREIGN “anand North Korea pose significant security 
OMMENT problems for their areas of the world and for the 
E United States. If their nuclear ambitions aren't 

checked, the world could pay a high price later on. 
‘The El Paso Times (El Paso, Texas) 
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Inflicted pain as p 


“VIEWPOINT” ANALYZED CEBU CITY MAYOR 
Tomas Озтейа'з penchant to trash frail by- 
standers in order to claw opponents in the col- 
umn: “Inflicted pain as policy” (INQUIRER, 
4/21/05) Is there a second version? 

"Nobody likes to see schoolchildren kicked 
in the teeth,” Cebu Daily News snapped. But 
the re-elected Osmeña kicked—“after he got 
walloped good in Lahug, his third straight de- 
feat at the hands of an efficient barangay cap- 
tain: Mary Ann delos Santos.” 

Belatedly fuming over election slights, His 
Honor scrubbed a PlS-million Lahug school 
project. Transfer those 20 classrooms to Talam- 
ban, he ordered. He also spiked Lahug's trash 
truck fuel allocation and garbage collectors al- 
lowances. Over 5,000 elementary students 
cluster in Lahug. So, why Talamban? Because 
“thar’s where I won big," Osmefia retorted. 
And he didn’t even blink. 


“Taxpayers money paid for thar project,” CDN . 


stressed. Osmefia's yen loans, burden every Ce- 
buano resident-taxpayer with а P60,645 repay- 
ment bill burden—double the national IOU. Out 
of 128 cities, Cebu is strapped with the heftiest li- 
abilities, notes the Commission on Audi. 

“Children of Lahug deserve that school, 
even if their elected elders don't," the daily 
added. “Shoving low-income public school 
children out of their promised school building 
isusing spite in a dangerous way" 

Punitive orders hit replay buttons. In earlier 
elections, 18 barangays voted for Osmeña's ri- 
val. "They don't recognize me,” the mayor 
fumed. "I won't recognize them"—and 
scrubbed all 18 from city hall's project list. Add 
Lahug to that wringer. 

"Did Osmefia demote himself, from chief ex- 
ecutive of a major city to overlord of politically 
friendly barangays?” the “Governance by Ham- 
lets" editorial asked then. "By abandoning a sub- 
stantial portion of the ciry, he reduces unwitting- 
ly his own writ... Exclusion by discrimination is 
demented strategy" Or inflicted pain policy 3? 

“Ма puasa mo (You fast)," Sen. John Osme- 
fia taunted his fellow-Cebuanos. Then Presi- 


SOME OF THE STORIES WERE POIGNANT 
‘An 11-year-old boy in Banaue was reading by a 
fire. No, not by a fireside but by a fire, in the open 
‘wilderness on a moonless night. The boy was one 
of a brood, and he was the one who most had 
problems reading. His parents and elder siblings 
were helping him improve and had built a fire 
using pine splinters as kindling, The boy held out 
a book against the flickering light and was plod- 
ding through the text. Asked why he was having 
difficulty reading, he said it was because the let- 
ters were small and he had poor eyesight. 

You thought: The reading might improve, 
but the eyesight was going to get worse. But 
such was the dedication of the family to edu- 
cating one of their own amid а mountain of ad- 
versity, bigger than the mountains around 
them, your heart went out to them. 

The other stories told of the usual woes. 
Classrooms were in short supply, teachers were 
їп short supply, books were in short supply, 
‘money was in short supply, and patience was in 
short supply. There was the usual supply of 
perfidy and malfeasance, hustling and con- 
ning. One elementary public school in Payatas 
жаз charging a fee from enrollees worth P200 
that wasn't sanctioned by the Department of 
Education. The principal would later say that 
fee was purely optional, and was more in the 
nature of a donation than anything else. A 
toothless driver would say not зо, his son was 
refused admission because he couldn't pay it. 

Every time school opens, you get scenes like 
this that make you laugh and cry, praise and 
decry. But for the most part, that gets you de- 
pressed, making you wonder where this coun- 
try is going. If anything speaks of the fragile- 
ness of our future, this is it. The opening of 
classes is supposed to fill you with a sense of 
uplift, of minds being opened and enlighten- 
ment planted there amid the bedlam of traffic 
and tribulation of rain and flood. The opening 
of our classes gives you only a sense of drift, of 
а country desperately trying to survive, of the 
poor hoping against hope that being able to 
read and write, count and account all the wav 
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dent Joseph Estrada's point man, the senator 
shuffled projects on the basis of political sub- 
servience. Cebuanos didn't forget. In the 2007 
elections, the senator limped in as No. 20 in his 
home province. 

Tomas the mayor can't stand John the sena- 
tor and vice-versa. But they're clones in stomp- 
ing on innocent bystanders for political ends. 
Mag puasa mo, Mayor Osmefia told Lahug 
school kids. “Wait until you see children hold- 
ing classes under a tree,” Sun Star columnist 
Frank Malilong cautioned. 

De los Santos launched, meanwhile, a peso- 
peso collection for the 20 needed classrooms. 
Our laundrywoman donated a peso. But Cebu 
Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia, whose “Ciudad” de- 
velopment project Osmefia derailed, will re- 
lease PS million on Friday. Children’s welfare 
should be paramount, Cardinal Ricardo Vidal 
cautioned. No, the mayor snorted. Compliance 
with city rules for building permits comes first. 

"We have a grand memory for forgetting," 
Adlai Stevenson once said. So, the Freeman 
fired an editorial reminder: "Here we go again. 
‘This isn't che first time Osmefia exhibited will 
ingness to let other people suffer.” To punish 
candle peddlers who challenged eviction or- 
ders, the mayor bolted Basilica del Santo Niño 
gates. Inflicted pain policy 4? 

Озтеба also booted Talisay vendors out of city 
markets, after their congressman, Eduardo Gul- 
las, staked a midnight claim to 53 hectares of Ce- 
bus south reclamation project, the Freeman re- 
called. This was stomping on vulnerable peddlers 
to screw an opponent. inflicted pain policy 5? 

He sued to cancel Talisay’s chartered city 
status. The law (RA 8979) creating Talisay 
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to graduation will, somehow, give them a crack 
at finding a job. Preferably abroad, as an OFW. 

‘The contrast with other countries, not least 
our immediate neighbors, is glaring. In their 
capitals at least, kids in neat uniforms are bun- 
dled off in cars ог school buses or trains on 
their way to impregnable schoolhouses. It’s the 
most moving thing in the world to see a kid 
struggling by wood fire to make sense of the 
jumble of letters in a book—it might as well be 
hieroglyphics—but you also get to wonder 
how that kid is going to compete later on with 
another kid who is even now sitting on a desk 
with a PC monitor in front of him, and roving 
the Internet. In other Asian countries, the com- 
puter to student ratio in high school at least is 
1:1. Indeed, the whole spectacie of a country 
struggling to pull itself up by its bootstraps, the 
boots worn out at the end and the toes of the. 
‘wearer peeping out of them, is inspiring, but 
you also get to wonder how it is going to fare 
later on ina global environment where compe- 
tition is as fierce as gladiatorial combat. 

More than anything, irs the opening of 
classes that drives home to me the point about 
what corruption means. Corruption by itself 
holds little meaning; it is an abstraction. Par- 
ticularly when the sums reach millions—not to 
speak of billions—the mind is unable to grasp 
the enormity of it. Even saying that corruption 
is thievery, that corruption is pillage, that cor- 
ruption is stealing, doesn't quite get the mes- 
‘sage across. All people get is the image of pub- 
lic officials enriching themselves on taxes 
which, in this country, mean nothing more or 
less than tribute, the kind vassals give to their 
Tege 


olicy: 2 


“does not suffer from any constitutional or 
statutory infirmities,” ruled the Court of Ap- 
peals in a 17-page decision penned by Justice 
Apolinario Bruselas Jr. What's the motive for 
this belated action, the court asked. Answer: 
Inflicted pain policy 6. 

Wait. There's more. For 192 days, Osmefia 
barricaded the six-lane South Coastal Road 
which passes Talisay. Thousands of commuters 
burned time, money, gas and tempers in get- 
ting to piers, export zones ог towns. Damage 
ran into millions. 

In response to a citizen's suit, the courts 
ruled: the mayor usurped power by blocking а 
national highway. Dismantle those illicit barri- 
cades, Judge Soliver Peras directed. 

"Thousands of commuters will testify I nev- 
er closed that road," the mayor muttered. "I 
only regulated it,” he said. 

Stomping on innocent commuters for the 
purpose of assailing opponents became inflict- 
ed pain policy 7. 

In May 2006, Osmef tried to gut Lahugs tax 
base by smudging map borders. Built-up areas 
would be transferred to Talamban and 
barangays where his followers dominated, “Tm 
only trying to spread the butter,” he lamely ex- 
plained when skewered, since that power be- 
longs to the council—a “harem of eunuchs" 
who've always murmured amen to the mayor: 
from yen loans, to 173 vigilante murders and 
now trashing school kids. Inflicted pain policy 8? 

‘No one would ever ask if President Sergio Os- 
meña would stomp on candle peddlers, com- 
muters or primary school toddlers. So, why 
does his grandson shred that statesman’s legacy 
of compassionate fairness? “I don't care if my 
decision is not popular,” the mayor huffed. 
‘That's the right response to the wrong query. 

‘The correct question, "Don Sergio” would 
have asked the mayor, should instead be: Is it 
right—or wrong—to inflict pain on the Inno- 
cent and frail in order to shoot political crap? 
To call evil good is the ultimate perversion, 


E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com 


The opening of our classes shows the 
sinews, the bones, the flesh-and-blood of cor- 
ruption. Indeed, the state of our education 
drives home the taste, the smell, the sights and 
sounds of corruption. You get ro see what cor- 
ruption really means in what you see and hear 
this week—or what you don't see and hear this 
‘week. Corruption is taking away: 

It is the classroom with the aluminum roof 
and fortified walls that should be there but is 
not there, which is why teacher and students 
are out there in the open, besieged by wind 
and rain, It is the books and pencils and 
crayons that should be there but are not there; 
only grimy kids in shirts with the faces of can- 
didates fading away are there, wiping off the 
sleep from their eyes, waiting for the first shift 
to finish so they can have their turn at the 
classrooms. It is the shouts of joy and expecta- 
tion and the smell of new clothes and rosy 
hopes that should be there but aren't there, on- 
ly the bedraggled groans of those whose sum- 
mers have ended or the sighs of relief of those 
who get a respite from scavenging or foraging 
for food. Or so in the public schools, which is 
where most of this country's kids go. 

Corruption isn’t just drowning in bills flung 
into the air over one's bed, which is how it is in 
the movies, though I know one congressman 
‘who did that quite literally to know how it fel 
to be filthy rich, emphasis on filthy. It is taking 
away. It is grabbing the scraps of food from the 
table of the hungry, It is seizing the jeepney 
money of a Grade 2 kid, forcing him to walk in 
frayed rubber slippers in the smoldering heat 
or raging flood, through fetid sidewalks and 
semen-smelling alleys, to the decrepit struc- 
ture that is a light in a storm-tossed sea. It is 
holding up this country’s furure the way 
holdup men (who are often dismissed or active 
enlisted men) hold up banks, gunning down 
poorly paid security guards without pity or 
thought. 

Each time a school year starts, wonder who 
needs education more badly. Our kids, or our 
public officials? 
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‘THE LAST BATTLEGROUND IN THIS ELECTION 
is the No. 12th slot in the senatorial race. So stiff 
is the fight between Aquilino Pimentel III and 
Juan Miguel Zubiri, both Mindanaoans, that the 
360,000 votes of Maguindanao are disputed by 
all sorts of political groups. The latest to hem in 
are the Liberal Party Drilon faction and an opposi- 
tion citizens’ group, which are demanding that 
the Comelec nullify the election there. Their ner- 
vousness about Zubir’s sprinting past Pimentel is 
an indication that they know the former may 
have won. in 

Recently I said that if Supreme Court Justice. 
Antonio Carpio is accusing Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez of playing politics when he al- 
owed his prosecutors to file a rebellion case 
against Rep. Crispin Beltran and several mili- 
tant lawmakers, the same accusation can be 
thrown back at him. In dismissing the case, Car- 
pio, the ponente of that ruling of the high 
court's second division, disregarded the sepa- 
rate rulings of two judges of the Makati RTC, 
who sustained the prosecution's finding of 
probable cause against the leftist lawmakers. 
But there were other ironies in the second divi- 
sion's ruling. For one, Carpio gave inordinate 
attention to the procedure to be followed in de- 
termining probable cause; but the way the 
Supreme Court decision was handed down was 
itself quite defective and violated constitution- 
ally mandated procedure for due process. 


It should be explained that each division of the 


Supreme Court has five members, unlike those of 


the Court of Appeals and the Sandiganbayan, 
Which have only three members per division. This 
is rightly so, as the high court is the final arbiter of 
the law and if it’s not thorough, where does one 

? In the Court of Appeals and Sandiganbayan, if 

ете is no unanimity of decision among the three 
members of a division, a special court is constitut- 
ed; two justices from other divisions are called in 
to sit in the deliberations, and a simple majority of 
the five is required to promulgate a ruling. 

Butin the Beltran ruling, only three justices par- 
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ticipated in the deliberations. Justices Carpio and 
Leo Quisumbing voted affirmatively; but Justice 


Morales was out of the count 

terio Velasco inhibited himself. This short-cutting 
of established requirements of due process in the 
high court is especially lamentable in view of the 
fact that a most sensitive case, rebellion, was in- 
volved. Was the division | playing to the gallery? 


Justice delayed is not only justice denied, it. 
rakes up violence and could provoke even 
more. This is happening in Antique where a 
man from Cavite, identified by the police as 
someone with a criminal record, shot and 
wounded another man over a game of tong-its. 
The assailant turned out to have been 
“housed” in the residence of gubernatorial 
candidate Arturo Pacificador, the principal 
suspect in the slaying, 21 years ago, of An- 
tique’s hero, Evelio Javier. Some Antiquefios 
are now wondering whether Pacificador and 
Evelio's brother, reelected Rep. Exequiel 
Javier, have joined forces against reelectionist 
Gov. Sally Perez. They note that Javier’s man, 
Fiscal Napoleon Abiera, a member of the 
province's board of canvassers, has apparently 
cowed the two other BOC members into delay- 
ing Perez's proclamation, despite orders from 
Commissioner Florentino Tuason to proceed 
with it. The fiscal was quoted as saying that 
Manila cannot dictate on the local BOC. The 
Comelec should not delay Perez's proclama- 
tion; tension is building up in Antique, which 


has history of violence, 


‘Tonight the House of Representatives, led by 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, launches the celebra- 
tion of its 100th anniversary with a glittering din- 
ner at the Manila Hotel. It will be graced by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo and by local and foreign 
dignitaries. The House traces its origins to the 
Philippine Assembly that was established in 1907 
by the Philippine Bill of 1902. The history of the 
House reflects the modern history of our young 
country; hence, one of the highlights of its cen- 
tennial celebration is the production of a gigantic 
(312 pages) coffee-table book, aptly titled "As- 
sembly of the Nation.” 

А major project of the House, the book is the 
collaborative effort of five writers over eight 
months: longtime journalist Emmanuel Albano, 
currently the House deputy secretary general for 
public information; молве columnist/historian 
Manuel Quezon Ill; Jeremy Barnes, chief of the 
Malacafiang Museum; the late journalist Manuel 
Martinez, and UP History Prof. Ricardo Jose, 
whose specialization is the history on Japanese 
‘occupation. The book celebrates—from the his- 
torical background of colonization to the seven 
chapters of the 20th and early 21st centuries, and 
оп to the epilogue on future visions—in elegant 
language the commemorative history of our leg- 
islature. But inevitably it's RP history too, for it 
dwells on the various landmark laws upon wi 
our nation was painstakingly built and today 
stands. Beautifully printed with rare photos in 
black and white or full color, it's so richly re- 
searched that each epoch comes alive with the in- 
terplay of the forceful political personalities over 
time, showing off the Filipinos’ political sophisti- 
cation even during the fin du siecle. Curiously, 
many of the issues that аге being hotly debated in 
the House in our time were also debated in the 
past hundred years—showing how times come 
and go but human nature hardly changes. 

“Assembly of the Nation" is a handsome book 
that rises to an epochal occasion. I couldn't put it 
down once I began reading it, and I guarantee, 
you won'ttoo. More insights next time. 


The grace of remembering 


LAST WEEKS COLUMN ("DISAPPEARED") 
which was about remembering those who van- 
ished in the night—and where I used excerpts 
from an article ("The Missing and Dead and those 
who Survive to Tell the Story”) that I wrote in the 
19805—elicited some heart-tugging feedback. 
One of them was from poet Grace Monte de 
Ramos who had been moved many years ago by 
that feature story that came out in the Mr. & Ms. 
Special edition (the “subversive” edition edited 
by the present INQuinza editor in chief) and was 
“provoked” to write a poem. 

For Grace, last week's column again released a 
stream of memories. 

1 seldom use readers’ letters and the ensuing 
exchange of thoughts (via e-mail) in this column 
but, maybe, this one with Grace would resonate 
with those who believe that we should not totally 
leave the past behind. 

Dear Ceres, 

Tve just read “Disappeared.” Was this so long 
ago, you ask. Yes, it was, because from this re- 
move, I can't recall if I ever thanked you for the 
story that you reprinted today. You see, the wom- 
en in the story were the inspiration—though 1 
find that word insipid in this case; it was more of 
provocation, instigation—for my poem “Brave 
Woman." 

It was not an easy poem to write, and it took 
me some time to get it to move. That happened 
only after I let go of my third-person, omni- 
scient-point-of-view voice, and allowed the 
mother to speak and tell the story herself. (Did I 
say "allow"? It felt more like "compelled." It 
уаз her sory after al. The poem belonged to 

er. 

"Brave Woman” was first published in 1983, 1 
remember correctly and it was last published (as. 
far as I know) in 2003, as part of an anthology of 
antlraq war poems ("Poets Against the War,” 
edited by Sam Hamill, published by Thunder's 
Mouth Press/Nation Books). I believe it is also in 
some textbooks. 

But to tell you the truth, I am a little tired of it. 
Sometimes I wish I could bury it, lock it away 


CHRISTIAN MONSOD ALWAYS LIKES TO SAY 
that within every politician, there's the seed of a 
future statesman. Every time I meet him, I'm re- 
minded of his words—and his perennial opti- 
mism. 

The martyrdom of Ninoy Aquino is a case in 
point. We forget that he was on his way home to try 
to reason with Ferdinand Marcos: he felt that the in- 
nate patriotism of the dictator could be appealed to, 
and that if only he could sit down and talk to him, 
һе would be able to convince Marcos to embark on 
a smooth transition back to democracy. 

Here is how the lame duck can still transform 
herself into a swan—or put another way, keep her 
goose from being cooked. 

1 hope Sen. Kiko Pangilinan will revive his pro- 
posal for a law to establish a Special Independent 
Prosecutor who'd be tasked by Congress with doing 
the preliminary investigation for impeachable of- 
fenses. We need the equivalent of a People's Fiscal, 
‘who could do a preliminary investigation, so to 
speak, with subpoena powers and an independent 
budget; who would be appointed by Congress and 
not serve at any presidents pleasure. 

While the investigation takes place, the various 
branches of government can do their work. If the 
prosecutor feels an impeachment is warranted, 
Congress can debate the merits of the case pre- 
sented by the prosecutor, instead of camouflaging 
its ignorance of the law by means of incoherent 
speeches made by both sides. I can think of one 
citizen who would have the professional prestige 
and the personal integrity to be an independent, 
and zealous, prosecutor: Justice Isagani Cruz. 

‘And I hope, further, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives learns its lesson from the past two im- 
peachment attempts: the majority hoodwinked 
the minority in the 13th Congress and approved 
impeachment rules that put the cart before the 
horse. But the majority needs to realize that win- 
ning by means of points of order or a clever appli- 
cation of the rules is not enough when dealing 
with public opinion, The House would be wise го 

„adopt rules for the 14th Congress that are similar 


HUMAN 
FACE 


Ma. Ceres P Doyo Á Аа 


with other juvenilia. How could I let it go, 
though? 

‘You could not let the story go. We cannot let it 
go, because more than 20 years later, mothers are 
still going through the same ordeal. Twenty 
years, and it seems we haven't learned one les- 
son! 

Obviously, more work needs to be done, even 
as the mourning continues. So tiring, if you think 
of it. The task looks formidable, Sisyphian even. 
But I hope you never tire of it. Thank you for writ- 
ing about Manang Dina and others like her, thank 
you for giving a face and voice to the women who 
bear the burden of injustice. 

God bless, 

Grace 

Here is Grace's 1983 poem, "Brave Woman": 

Tam a mother of sons. 

‘Two joined the army when they were young; 

‘There was not enough money for school, 

They had no skills for jobs in foundries 

And factories, and it was easy to sign up 

‘And learn how to handle a gun. 


Тата mother of sons, two sons 

‘And one, the youngest, now gone. 

In his youth he was taken 

Ву men whose names never will learn. 
Топу know they were soldiers, like my sons, 
Cradling fearsome guns. 

Не аз a fine young man. I took care of him 
For seventeen years and they took him away 
‘And now Lam searching for his bones. 


Iwill never learn their names. 
Alone I try to imagine the scene: were their faces 


A way forward 


THE LONG VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


to those used in earlier congresses. 

Specifically: the rules in place at the time of Pres- 
ident Quirino, when the very first impeachment ef- 
fort was made, would be a good model to follow. 
‘Those older rules, as Tve pointed out before, put the 
presentation of evidence ahead of the determina- 
Чоп of the form and substance of an impeachment 
complaint. Which makes more sense to ordinary cit- 
izens trying to follow the proceedings, the politi- 
cians who aspire to be the tion, as well as 
any official who would have to mount a defense. 

‘These proposals don't have President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo solely in mind: they have all presidents 
in mind, and other impeachable officials, too. God 
knows that the impeachable offenses committed by 
all sorts of officials just keep multiplying. But let's 
have more light and less heat, by all means: and й- 
lumination comes from a system that rewards prop- 
ег preparation, thorough presentation and reason- 
able process of confrontation that denies no one, 
neither accused nor accuser, their day in the sun. 

‘And if Congress can easily do these things, so 
can civic groups; and the administration can do 
some confidence-building, too, either in partner- 
ship with Congress, or without it. 

Let me propose that it would be wise if all talk 
of constitutional amendments takes place accord- 
ing to clearly defined parameters, a national con- 
sensus, if you will. The parameters are simple. 
First, if a people's initiative is to be attempted, let 
it be for something aimed at solving one of the 
prea ls of йш nation—which is, that we 

javen't had a president elected by a majority vote 
in a regular election since 1969. 
Iwill support a people's initiative with only one 


Bearded or clean-shaven? 

Perhaps their bodies were robust. 

Did they wear uniforms the color of shrivelled 
Sampaguita or fresh horseshit? 

How pointed the bullets from their guns? 


My soldier sons come home 

When life in the barracks is stil. 

T hide their brother's picture; 

Iemakes them cry and remember. 

Perhaps they, too (God forbid it), 

Have given other mothers sorrow. 

‘Perhaps my son had to pay for what they bor- 
ro 


Icannot cry, though I am told 

Tris better о cry and let go. 

Where is my son's body for me to bury? 

Ionly wear my grief in the lines 

Of my face, my sunken cheeks. 

Silent, mourn a woman's 

Bitter lot: to give birth to men 

Who kill and are killed. 

I wrote back to tell Grace that yes, she had 
thanked me a long time ago and sent me ber auto- 
graphed book of poems. And she replied: "See, it re- 
ally was a long time ago, since Гуе forgotten about 
thanking you and ай! Where did the time go? Herel 
‘was, trying to slip into domestic anonymity, hoping 
to live out the rest of my life as a hermit (with Inter- 
net access)—but the world intrudes. You've written 
many columns that have moved me, but that one 
really compelled me (that word again) to actually 
let you know. It got me depressed and 1 had to do 
something to ease the aching. 

"es, you may use my letter, but maybe you 
‘should leave out the first two sentences in the 
second paragraph... (I did not delete it, Grace.) 
‘The poem might sound corny to me but maybe 
the young people who don't remember martial 
law will take something from it.” 

‘The aching, yes, the aching in remembering. 
Butit, too, is grace. 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


purpose: to propose runoff elections for the presi- 
dency in 2010 and beyond, so we will never again 
have a president who begins a new term with the 
majority of the country opposed to that leader. If 
no candidate achieves 50 percent the first time 
around, the top two candidates should then face 
eachother in a runoff. 

The French adopted such a system because De 
Gaulle knew they would never submit to being 
governed by a leader selected by a minority of 
their countrymen; the Indonesians adopted such 
a system (an Indonesian journalist once told me) 
because they looked at our country's post-Edsa 
experience and viewed minority presidencies as 
doomed from the start. 

О, lets not forget that the public can directly 
propose legislation, and so, if Congress will not pass 
‘an anti-dynasty law, there is nothing to stop citizens’ 
groups from proposing one, and campaigning for its 
submission to the electorate in a plebiscit 

Second, if Congress itself is to propose any 
amendments, let the proposals involve only the 
economic provisions of the Constitution. And 
third, if a thorough, sincere debate on proposals 
such as federalism, the parliamentary system, or 
unicameralism is to take place—and no one 
should fear such a debate, or letting the people 
decide, provided such proposals are forthe future 
and not for the immediate political advantage of 
incumbents—then let it happen by means of a 
freely elected constitutional convention. 

That is, if the public still thinks the country's 
resources in time and money would be better 
spent on discussing constitutional matters, rather 
than on simply making our existing system work. 

Finally, let the President pledge to revamp her 
Cabinet, and submit her nominees to the thorough 
scrutiny of the Commission on Appointments; if 
anyone is rejected or bypassed, find someone else. 
‘That would be a sign she is truly prepared to ac- 
cept the principle of checks-and-balances, and to 
abide by the limits imposed by the democratic sys- 
tem. And the Ombudsman and all the Comelec 
commissioners should resign, immediately 


What for are schools? 


COEDS EQUATE SCHOOL WITH WARDROBE. MORE THAN 
оп books, professors and the curriculum, students allot a lot. 
of time researching on the latest back-to-school fashion and 
hairstyles. For them, the start of the school year is an oppor- 
tunity to shop for new clothes—lumped together with thé 
usual school materials, of course, so that their parents will 
not notice the purchases, 

Оп the first day of school, students sashay down hall- 
ways wearing new shoes, new socks, new blouses and, I bet 
you, new under- 
Wear, too. Each of 
them walks like a 
rich kid, even as 
their parents recoil 
atthe sightof the de- 
ductions on their 
paychecks because 
of the loans they got 
for their children's 
school expenses. 

This is the prob- 
lem with Fllipino kids: they don't know their parents' mon- 
єў worth. Unlike in other cultures, Filipino parents place 
upon themselves the responsibility of paying for their chil- 
dren's education. But even as parents go crazy looking for 
money for their children’s schooling, the kids go crazy think- 
ing of what clothes to buy, which guy to hook or which girl to 
date. 

‘These kids never learn to value their education because 
they do not know the real value of the money that goes into, 
their tuition and other school expenses. They did not suffer. 
high blood pressure or soak their feet in puddles of rain after 
work, so they don't realize that they break their parents, 
hearts with every subject they flunk. 

Most kids see education as just a passing fancy and never 
realize how hard their parents work to earn the money to 
pay for their tuition. Have you noticed how fast teenybop- 
per magazines sell in May? That is because May is the 
month when young girls forage for the latest fads and 
makeup tips so that come June, they can strut around cam, 
pus carrying the latest bags or sporting the newest 
hairstyles. These kids go to school to parade their new stuff 
ortheir bodies. 

Have you noticed how gym enrollment spikes during sum- 
mer? Aside from getting flat tummies for summer outings, 
college kids “prepare” their bodies for the coming school, 
year to elicit “oohs” and "aahs" and hopefully snag the man 
or woman of their dreams. These college kids go to school to 
date. 

Elementary students have their own back-to-school agens 
да. Spiderman lunch boxes, Barbie stroller bags and Bratz 
pencil cases are just some of the reasons some kids want to, 
go back to school. They go to school to play. i 

Come to think of it, nobody goes to school nowadays 15 
learn. Kids have a hundred reasons for getting excited about 
going back to school, but they have nothing to do with en^ 
riching their minds and broadening their knowledge. And 
their poor parents often pass up a good meal for themselves 
so they can save money for their kids who will just play, brag 
and date in school. 

‘Students never realize the importance of education ais 
they go about their hedonistic ways while in school. For kids; 
school is time away from their parents and a time to try 
smoking, drinking, drugs and sex. 

It would have been better if Filipino students were to fend 
for themselves. If they had callused hands or their blood 
pressure shot up while they were at work, maybe they 
wouldn't spend that P100 on a pack of cigarettes and two, 
bottles of beer while hanging out in a nearby pub instead of 
attending a Math class. 

True, education is a combination of intellectual, mental 
and emotional learning. These experiences are essential for 
a persoris holistic growth. But students must always remem, 
ber the principal purpose for which their parents send theri 
to the best schools despite the sky-rocketing tuition: so that 
they may enjoy a good life in the future. 

Parents don't send their kids to school for their own self- 
gratification. They would spend their money on weight-loss 
programs or on a new vehicle if that is what they want. They 
spend thousands when June comes for the love of their chil- 
dren and to make sure that when they're gone, at least their 
kids have had a crack at success. 

But many kids consider it more important than finding 
answers to their assignment to discover what matches the 
new blouses they bought at a European brand sale last sum: 
mer. 

It will be a continuing cycle if Filipino kids don't realize 
soon to what lengths their parents go just so they may have a 
good education. Kids will continue going to school to date or 
to glam up. And parents will continue to break their backs to 
eam enough for the next year’s tuition while their kids cut 
classes and watch the latest movies. 

Filipino parents will continue to sacrifice while kids keep 
up with their hedonistic ways. Because parents are too proud 
то admit to their kids how they cried at night, how they fell 
from the jeepney during a client call, how they skipped 
lunches, or how they almost stole some petty cash just to 
have money for their tuition. 

Iris high time parents and children discussed openly their 
family finances, Parents shouldn't be embarrassed to show 
their kids their tuition receipts. Its not like one is saying, 
“Hey, this is how much I spent for you, you brat,” but it is 
more like giving them an idea of how expensive education 
сап be and how much it takes to show them one's love and 
concern. The kids ought to know how much blood, sweat 
and tears parents shed to send them to school each year. Kids 
should know that each pack of cigarette they smoke or each 
bottle of beer they drink is probably one taxi ride their moth- 
ers had forgone during a stormy night so she can put the 
money aside for their allowance. 

Some financial institutions offer wealth planning semi- 
nars for youngsters and teens, where experts give advice on 
how to manage even small amounts of money If children at- 
tended these sessions, they would have a better grasp of the 
concept of money and perhaps appreciate how much a col- 
lege course takes away from their parents’ bank accounts. 

"Then they will learn the real value of education. 


Youwc BLoop 
Karen Diane Sta. Maria 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Karen Diane Sta. Maria, 24, is a communications professional 
in one of the country’s leading private banks. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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REPUBLIC ACT 9439 (THE HOS- 
pital Detention Law) somehow 
provides temporary relief for poor 
patients who could be illegally de- 
tained in hospitals because of un- 
paid bills. But it failed to address 
the very reason poor patients are tal 
forced to go to charity wards in 
private hospitals. 

$ People these days can hardly 
rely on public health services be- 
‘cause even public hospitals now 
charge patients (who are mostly 
indigent) many fees: emergency 
room fee, out-patient department 
fee, operating room fee, etc. 
Moreover, many public hospitals 
аге forced to admit patients twice 
of thrice their actual capacity. 
Overcrowded rooms and beds 
force many poor patients to go to 
the charity wards of private hos- 
pitals. 

° The government missed the 
rails head when it criticized and 
pledged to punish private hospi- 
tals that “detain” patients. There is 


What makes a real Filipino 


i 

‘THIS REFER'S TO RECAH TRINI- 
dad's column titled "Can the RP 
national team find its true name?" 
(inoumen, 5/28/07) 

Is there such a thing as a pure 
Filipino? I don't think so. The Fil- 
iino race is a mixed race, His sur- 
name alone, “Trinidad,” isn’t pure 
m 1 guess he has to read 
Philippine history again to under- 
stand that we are not a "pure 
[^u 

Te does not mean that Just be- 
chuse a person has Italian or Ton- 
gh blood, he is not Filipino. 
Japanese, Chinese, Indonesian or 

her Asians cam be considered 


cilities. 


ferent races, 
So, please, 


ipinos. 


truth in the claim of the Private 
Hospitals Association of the all 
Philippines (PHAP) that only one 
in every 10 patients who signeda while, 
promissory note actually returns 
to settle their debts with the hospi- 


With RA 9439, what President 
Macapagal-Arroyo did was tanta- 
mount to merely “bandaging the 
wound instead of diagnosing the 
cause.” It placed the blame on 
private hospitals instead of estab- 
lishing an accessible health care 
system—by allotting sufficient 
funds for public hospitals and fa- 


In fact, for 2007, the health 
care system has been given only 1 
percent or a little over P11.5 bil- 
lion out of the national budget of 
P1.126 trillion. This means each 
of the 80 million Fi 
been allotted only P144.53 in 
medical services and medicines 
for the entire year! That is, if they 
get any medical treatment and 


pure, but not Filipinos who have 
Spanish, Chinese 

names. We belong to different 
races, We are like the citizens of 
the United States who consider 
themselves Americans 
though they literally belong to dif- 


"Trinidad to be fair with our na- 
tional basketball team members 
who are playing their hearts out 
for our country. For me, that is 
enough for them to be called Fil- 
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medicine at 


d 
LETTERS 


debt ser- : 

vicing contin. — 20928. 
ues to get a large slab of the pie 
with P318.18 billion or 28 percent 
of the budget. 

As long as the government re- 
mains indifferent to the people's 
needs, it is apt for Filipinos to 
strive to gain access to quality 
health care services. 

The newly elected officials, on 
the other hand, should heed the. 
call for the government to re- 
spond to people's needs and wel- 
fare. 


Mean- 


—ELEANOR JARA, MD, 

executive director, 

MERRY MIA, MD, 

director, Health Education. 
Training and Services Council for 
Health and Development (CHD), 
19 Scout Borromeo St., 

South Triangle, Quezon City 


Ong's citizenship: 
Let the issue rest 


FR. JOAQUIN BERNAS' MAY 28 
column in the Inquinen clearly and 
concisely explains the basis for the 
assertion that Justice Gregory Ong 
isa natural-born Filipino, 

Other columnists, who do not 
have the same legal expertise as Fa- 
ther Bernas, almost succeeded in 
muddling the issue and besmirch- 
ing the reputation of Justice Ong. 

Father Bernas’ analysis should 
finally put the citizenship issue to 
rest. 


inos has 


(etc) last 


even 


1 am asking 


—IGNACIO R. BUNYE, 
press secretary, 
Malacañang, Manila. 


—DARRY CRUZ, less. 


JIP you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions 
[ош йе ecient of news and photos by the In- 
(аше you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
JPhitippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner 
Tyague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send а 
Vx to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- 


sadvocate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
‘The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such in- 
formation is supplied. 


А major factor in the decline of 
the agricultural sector is govern- 
ment neglect and corruption. Re- 
member the funds for agriculture 
which mysteriously disappeared 
shortly before the 2004 elec- 
tions? 

Genuine land reform promotes 
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Rain rain might not go away 


= but you can? 
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af Cebu - Bacolod 
[pec fe 30,2007 


Cebu - lloilo 
Manila - Laoag or Legaspi 


Cebu - Kalibo (or Boracay) NEWI 

Cebu - Clark, Davao or Zamboanga 

Davao - Zamboanga 

Manila - Bacolod, Cebu, Dumaguete, Iloilo, 
Kalibo (for Boracay!), Puerto Princesa or Roxas 


Cebu - Puerto Princesa NEW! 
Manila - Tacloban or Tagbilaran 


Manila - Butuan, Cagayan de Oro, 
Cotabato, Davao, Dipolog, 
General Santos or Zamboanga 


Manila - Kuala Lumpur 


Manila -Taipei NEWI 
Cebu - Hong Kong 
Manila - Hong Kong 


Cebu - Singapore 
Davao - Hong Kong (via Cebu) 
Manila - Singapore 


Davao - Singapore (via Cebu) 
Manila - Bangkok or Jakarta (non-stop) 
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Ру time everyone flies. 


AFTER DECADES of land reform, farmers are still struggling to own the land they 


Yes, agrarian reform failed but the country needs it 


IN THE LETTER TITLED “LAND 
reform doesn’t work" (INQUIRER, 
5/26/07), the land reform pro- 
gram was blamed for the sorry 
state of Philippine agriculture and 
for rural-to-urban migration. 

Land reform is not to blame be- 
cause it has not yet been ade- 
quately implemented. Less than 
one-third of the total number of 
the country's landowners still own 
more than 80 percent of its agri- 
cultural 
wealthy families still own thou- 
sands upon thousands of hectares 
of land while millions of our coun- 
trymen and women remain land- 


any moment. 
land. A handful of 


labor. 


the rights and welfare of farm la- 
borers and their families. Farm la- 
borers (those who farm land they 
do not own) are underpaid and 
overworked. They are forced to 
borrow money at excessive inter- 
est rates. Then they are unable to 
pay out their debts. Because they 
are at the mercy of wealthy land- 
lords and loan sharks, they can 
lose their work and thelr homes at 


Having his own land gives dig- 
nity to the farmer, He gains the op- 
portunity to reap the frults of his 


The Church recognizes the 
need for land reform, and the Vati- 
can released in 1997 a document 
titled “Towards a Better Distribu- 
tion of Land: the Challenge of 
Agrarian Reform.” The govern- 
ment also recognizes this need, 
which is why we have a Depart- 
ment of Agrarian Reform. 

Land reform makes economic 
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sense. A farmer will be more moti- 
vated to cultivate the land if he 
owns it and if he has a greater 
share of its produce. On the other 
hand, wealthy landlords are able 
to cultivate only a fraction of the 
thousands of hectares that they 
own. So much productive land has 
been left idle. 

Pursuing land reform does not 
mean that the, country has to 
forego industrialization and 
tourism development, Some areas 
can be designated as industrial 
zones, others can be developed as 
tourist attractions, and still others 
as agricultural аге. 

Land reform, industrialization 
and tourism development are all 
important for economic growth, 
Land reform is necessary to help 
our farmers get a fair share of eco- 
nomic gains. 

—BRO. ROBERT 
JOHN ABADA, OPM, 
rjabada@yahoo.com.ph 


Abalos a decent man, deserves high court seat 


THE INQUIRER IS NOTED FOR SENSATION- 
айп and commercializing stories. So, it can 
not be fair in its news report, There is no basis, 
not even an lota of proof, for John Salamat to 
conclude in his letter that Comelec Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos has been partisan in his actions, 
decisions and pronouncements, (Inquinen, 
5/25/07) 

Abalos became a Comelec chair because he 
is intelligent, competent, credible, principled 
and, obviously, he possesses all the qualifica- 
tions required under the Constitution to be a 
chair of a constitutional body. His life story is 
worth emulating: a self-supporting newspaper 
boy, he became a public prosecutor, judge, 
mayor and finally Comelec chair. 

Itwasknown that as an opposition mayoral 
candidate in Mandaluyong during the Marcos 
regime, he won but was cheated and never al- 
lowed to sit аз mayor. He was a well-loved 
mayor because, aside from his intelligence, 
he was a very helpful and humble person, 


treating all his constituents, whether rich or 
poor, alike, His house was always open to the 
public. It is no wonder that members of his 
family continue to be elected in Mandaluy- 
ong. 

If you happen to attend birthday celebra- 
tions of the Abalos clan, you will be served 
food personally by the Comelec chair even if 
you are poor. All the accusations being lev- 
eled against him as head of the Comelec are 
unsubstantiated and are all hearsay. Media 
have painted a bad picture of the good and 
decent man named Benjamin Abalos Sr. Be 
with him even for a day, and talk with him, 
and you will find how unfairly he has been 
denigrated by media and the people who do 
not know him. 

He deserves to be promoted as а Supreme 
Court justice because traditionally, most Com- 
elec chairmen became Supreme Court justices. 

—EVAYEBES, 
topgun_beng@yahoo.com 


Ayear after complaint, problem getting worse 


1 HAVE LIVED HERE IN LAS PIÑAS ALL MY 
life, and so has my family. We grew up with this. 
city and I am proud to say that 1 am from Las 
Piñas, However, these past few years, I and 
most of my neighbors have noted the alarming 
rise in the crime rate in our immediate area. 

‘AtJarn Road alone, all 11 homes have been 
robbed or broken into. For the past three 
years, our house alone has been burglarized 
four times. Several businesses in the immedi- 
ate area have been robbed as well. But our lo- 
cal officials have not taken any action on this 
matter. How many more homes and business- 
es must suffer, or must the government wait 
for lives to be lost, before it addresses this 
problem? 

What is the use of clean roads, adequate 
street lighting and impressive infrastructure 
when residents no longer feel safe in their own 
homes and have no faith in their police force? 
Residents now feel it has become necessary to 
just take matters into their own hands by in- 
vesting in additional security, or by building. 
higher walls around their homes, which means. 
spending more money. 

Is this the type of mentality the governmént. 
wants to foster? If so, for what purpose does 
the local police presence serve? 1 request our 
local officials to take a quick and decisive ac- 
tion addressing this concern. 

Taired this complaint about a year ago (IN- 


силез, 9/21/06), and 1 would like to say 
‘what it led to. Several days after my letter was 
published, two police officers visited те. 
They asked me why I wrote the letter. 1 ex- 
plained to them in detail the obvious reasons. 
‘Their only response: I failed to bring the mat- 
ter to the attention of the proper police units 
in the area 

Thus in the year that has passed, aside from 
road improvements and new street lights in 
the area, my letter has come to nothing. The 
local elections are over, still nothing has been 
done. It has come to a point wherein I and sev- 
eral other residents are considering selling our 
property. In fact, one homeowner has posted a 
notice of their intention to sell their house 
here. 

Twould like to say that I am very reluctant to 
sell my home because | grew up here. 1 
watched how Las Piñas grew from a small 
town into a thriving and prosperous communi 
уу. If there is any way for me to stay and keep. 
myhome, Iwill. But] wish to start a family and 
so I cannot let my children live in a place that I 
do not feel is safe. 1 fear that my voice has fall- 
enon deaf ears. 

Iam writing this letter as a last resort, and I 
hope that our local officials, especially our 
newly elected mayor, will hear my plea, 

JULIUS CASTAÑARES, 
castanares j@yahoo.com 


Philippine society’s shocking state of affairs 


AS A FOREIGN VISITOR TO YOUR COUNTRY, 
Isuppose it can be said that I have no right to 
comment on domestic politics and other is- 
sues—but TIl go ahead anyway. 

The Philippines has an electoral process 
which would be laughable were it not for its 
shocking lack of respect for human life and the 
basic tenets of democracy. 

1 read that the police have declared that 
102 of the killings since January are not elec- 
tion-related; I guess that’s all right then. But 
the figures are appalling, and 1 wonder how 
murder can be so easily committed by people 
who, presumably, go to church just a few days 
later. 

One of the most disturbing images I saw re- 
cently was a front-page photo of former Batan- 
gas governor Antonio Leviste. (I min, 5/23. 


07) Here was a man, who has admitted to 
shooting someone, being shown laughing to- 
gether with his jailer. And how could a man in 
uniform, an agent of the criminal justice sys- 
tem be allowed to behave in such a way? And 
how could a confessed killer be allowed to 
check in and out of jail as if it were a hotel? 

‘There seems to be no shame, no honor, no 
sense of responsibility in this society. And yet, 
the Philippines continues to portray itself on 
the international stage as some kind of bastion 
of democracy. 

"The reality is that—in spite of all the won- 
erful things this country has to offer—the cor- 
ruption and lawlessness of this society are tru- 
iy horrifying. 

BRYAN SCOTT, 
bryansc7358 hotmail.com 
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Girl tagged as guerrilla (= == 
died in crossfire—CHR 


DAVAO CITY—THE COMMIS- 
sion on Human Rights has cleared 
the military of charges of murder 
and human rights violations for 
the death of Grecil Buya, the 9- 
year-old girl who was tagged by 
the military as a communist rebel 
immediately after her death dur- 
ing an armed encounter on March 
31 in New Bataaan in Compostela 
Valley Province. 


‘The decision, signed by CHR-Southern Min- 
danao director Alberto Sipaco, said the allega- 
tion that the 67th Infantry Battalion murdered 
and violated the rights of Grecil lacked merit. 

After her death, Grecil's parents, Gregorio 
Galacio and Virginia, filed a murder com- 
plaint at the CHR against elements of 67th IB 
led by 2nd 1х. Francis John Gabawa. 

“The complainant failed to provide substan- 
tial evidence ... the respondents were able to 
делу the allegations through counter-affidavits 
and countervailing evidence," Sipaco said in his 
decision, adding that the military did nor com- 
mit human rights violations against Grecil be- 
cause the girl was killed in a crossfire. 

“The murder allegation may not find merit as 
there is no clear and convincing evidence that 
the victim was summarily executed. Neither 
жаз there a showing, substantial or otherwise, 
as to the existence of gross neglect as regards 
the protection of noncombants, more specifical- 
ly children, on the part of the military" he said. 

But the commission contradicted the state- 
ment of the military that Grecil was a child 
combatant, stressing that “the claim cannot 
be taken as gospel truth in the face of evi- 
dence to the contrary.” 

Sipaco also said that the only main in the 
case was whether or not Gabawa and his men. 
shot Grecil. It, however, failed to point out 
who really shot the girl who was supposed to 
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be on her third grade this school year. 

n his counter-affidavit, Gabawa said it was 
the NPA who first shot at them and that they 
only “retaliated with the first burst of gunfire.” 

“The bullets that hit Grecil possibly came 
from the other side, not from the government 
forces for there was a cluster of lumber block- 
ing or covering the place where the girl's body 
was found,” Gabawa said. 

"The decision also stated that the death of Gre- 
cil, or any noncombatant, during legitimate en- 
‘counters cannot be considered а violation of hu. 
man rights, citing a case of alleged human rights 
Violations in Luzon in 1998 where civilians were 
caught in a legitimate encounter between com- 
munist guerillas and government soldiers. 

"The warring parties know the consequences. 
of their actions but they cannot be held liable 
for the death of those caught in the crossfire in 
the absence of substantial evidence that there 
was gross negligence as regards the protection 
of noncombatants,” the decision said. 

The decision of CHR, meanwhile, has 
earned the criticism of groups who said they 
were dismayed by the resolution that they 
considered as CHR's way of passing the bur- 
den of proof to the victim and her family. 

"The Kabiba Alliance for Children's Concer in 
Mindanao also called the decision as something 
that ‘vindicated the human rights violators.” 

“Grecil as non-NPA combatant is a valid 
fact while CHR's conclusion as to the cause of 
her death that she died in a crossfire ofa legit- 
imate encounter is actually inconclusive be- 
cause CHR did not actually employ scientific 
and defensible probing methods like the con- 
duct of autopsy" said Honey May Suazo, 
Kabiba executive director. 

“Civil society organizations working for chil- 
dren's rights are also discontented with the con- 
duct of CHR investigation for it deliberately ig- 
nored the basic findings and recommendations. 
ofthe National Interfaith Psycho social First Aid 
Mission (NIPFAM) which include findings on 
the strafing of Galacio's house and recommen- 
dation for autopsy to ensure impartial and sci- 
entfically-grounded investigation," she said. 

John Birondo, advocacy officer of Chil- 


Gov't hikes science, tech 
budget from P2.7B to P3.6B 


BAGUIO CITY—THE GOVERNMENT HAS IN- 
creased the budget of the Department of Science. 
and Technology (DOST) this year to P3.6 billion 
from P2.7 billion to finance more research devel- 
‘opment and scholarships for scientists. 

“I do not know why the budget remained 
stagnant for a long period or who in the gov- 
erment had a lack of appreciation for science 
and technology.” Undersecretary Fortunato 
de la Pena told a forum here on Tuesday. 

“When you talk about science and technol- 
ору, you talk about research and this may not 
be an urgent need for others who may see а 
need for more classrooms or medicines. But 
science and technology is long-term.” 

Aside from scholarships and research and 
development, the money will be used to fund 
small-scale enterprises and the upgrading of 
technological facilities of science institutions, 
he said, 

Не said a supplemental budget of P139 
million was released this year to construct 
new buildings, classrooms and dormitories of 
the Philippine Science High School campuses 
and other science schools nationwide 

De la Peña said P500 million was also re- 
„eased to the University of the Philippines for 


the construction of a new science complex in 
its Diliman campus. 

‘However, the primary focus of the DOST is 
to upgrade the knowledge of Filipino scien- 
tists by supporting more scholars, he said. 

In February, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
announced the release of P200 million го the 
Commission on Higher Education and DOST 
to finance more scholarships. 

De la Peña said most scientists at the research 
and development institutes lack doctoral studies. 

In other countries like Vietnam and Thai- 
land, science institutions are packed with sci- 
entists who have their doctorates, he said, 
adding that research and development re- 
quire a high level of science studies. 

‘At present, the DOST has 150 science 
scholars who are taking their masters and 
doctoral studies. De la Pena said they plan to 
triple the number this year. 

In 2010, the agency aims to produce 3,000 
scholars. 

De la Peña, however, lamented that the 
DOST is faced with the unabated exodus of Fil- 
ipino scientists and science scholars. He said 
most scientists go abroad for higher salaries. 

Desiree Caluza, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


dren's Rehabilitation Center (CRC), called the 
decision absurd. 
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Philippine Society of Endocrinology 
and Metabolism(PSEM) Advisory 
on Rosiglitazone (AVANDIA) and 
Cardiovascular Risk - May 30, 2007 


The recently published meta-analysis (a systematic review of data from 
different trials) entitled “Rosiglitazone on the Risk of Myocardial Infarction 
and Cardiovascular Causes” in the New England Journal of Medicine 
(NEJM) dated May 21, 2007 concluded that “Rosiglitazone was associated 
with an increase in the risk of myocardial infarction”. The Philippine 
Society of Endocrinology and Metabolism recognizes the alarm raised by 
this study among patients and physicians. However the study has its 
limitations and weaknesses as acknowledged by the authors and the editors 
of NEJM which warrants further investigation. 


Two large long term clinical trials on Rosiglitazone the ADOPT 
(A Diabetes Outcome Progression Trial) and the DREAM (Diabetes 
Reduction Assessment with Ramipril and Rosiglitazone Medication) did 
not show a significant increase in cardiovascular risk. The ADOPT trial 
compared Rosiglitazone to Metformin and Glyburide in over 4300 patients 
with diabetes type 2 for up to 6 years. The DREAM followed up 5200 
patients at high risk for type 2 diabetes for a period of 3 to 5 years compared 
to placebo. 


An ongoing RECORD study (Rosiglitazone Evaluated for Cardiac Outcomes 
and Regulation of Glycemia in Diabetes) begun 4 years ago is powered 
to assess cardiovascular risk in 4500 patients with diabetes. So far no 
increase in cardiovascular risk has been seen. This study will be completed 
in 2008. 


Pending the outcome of the RECORD study and independent reviews 
from regulatory bodies locally and abroad(Bureau of Food and Drug, US 
Food and Drug Administration), the PSEM recommends that the patient’s 
continued use of Rosiglitazone be discussed with their respective physicians. 
Furthermore, physicians should strictly adhere to approved indications 
of Rosiglitazone and observe precautions in patients with established 
cardiac disease. 


PSEM is committed to monitoring development on this issue and will 
assist its members and the general public by dissemination of information 
from authoritative sources as this becomes available. 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER -~ 


Across the NATION 
Pastor held by cops tells court 
he was nabbed with no warrant 
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FAMILIES of the disappeared gather for a prayer at the United 


By Marlon Ramos 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


BACOOR, CAVITE—TEN DAYS 
after unidentified armed men 
seized him a few meters outside 
their church in Bifian, Laguna, a 
Protestant pastor on Wednesday 
asked the regional trial court here 
to immediately order his release 
from jail, saying the issuance of 
the warrant for his arrest had по 
legal basis. 

Tn his petition to conduct a pre- 
liminary investigation, Berlin 
Guerrero argued that the is- 
suance of the warrant for a mur- 


illegal since the prosecutor's of- 
fice failed to hold any preliminary 
hearing regarding the case. 

Relatives, colleagues and 
friends of Guerrero were present 
at the 8:30 a.m. hearing yester- 
day to show their support for 
Guerrero: 

‘The pastor was taken by armed 
men shortly after attending a 
worship service on May 27. 

After almost a day of being 
held incommunicado, Guerrero 
called up his wife and told her 
that he was being held at the 
Cavite police headquarters in 
Camp Pantaleon Garcia in Imus 


Church of Christin the Philippines in Quezon City. were, der case issued 18 years ago was town in Cavite. 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
Tels. 891-7601 to 24 Fax: 833-0187 
Website: www.owwa.gov.ph 


OWWA PDOS ADVISORY NO. 01 SERIES OF 2007 


ATTENTION:  ALLPDOS PROVIDERS AND TRAINORS 


‘SUBJECT: POLICIES AND GUIDELINES CONCERNING THE NEW LIST OF ACCREDITED PDOS PROVIDERS AND TRAINORS 


This is to inform all concerned that starting June 15, 2007 only those PDOS Providers and Trainors who officially re-registered 
with OWWA last December 2006 will be recognized as officially registered Providers and Trainors. 


OWWA and POEA will no longer honor the PDOS certificates of those not included in the attached list. Same list be posted at all 
POEA and OWWA offices. 


A. Validity of Accreditation 


The accreditation of all Trainors and Providers shall be for two (2) years. Altenwhich, everyone will be required to renew their 
registration at OWWA three (3) months before the expiration of their accreditation 


Renewal of registration shall be based on: 
1. Track record as provider! trainor 
2. Attendance to training/ refresher courses required by OWWA 


B. Reporting and Evaluation 


All PDOS Providers are also being reminded to adopt the PDOS Report Forms prescribed by OWWA and to submit their reports 
promptly within the first seven (7) days each month; 


C. REVOCATION OF REGISTRATION 


Non-cooperation of PDOS Providers or non- compliance of PDOS Providers/ Trainors to this advisory or to any improvements 
required by the OWWA-PDOS Team, after a month from receipt of corresponding notice, shall cause the revocation of registration 
at OWWA. The same shall be reported accordingly to POEA for appropriate action. 


This Memorandum of Instruction shall take effect immediately 


МАНАМ О D. ROQUE 
‘Administrator 


RE-REGISTRATION ACCREDITED TRAINORS EM = cere R. 

sguerra, Lawr 
NGOs/INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS/COUNTRY о. [een аА 
SPECIFIC 


017 Fausto, Andre Jose G. 

z 018 Franco, Arlene C. 
NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 

Anunciacion, Roy 


019 Franco, Maribet Theresa N. 
020 бо, Elyse Wynne C. 
021 Gonzales, Sylvia P. 
As Mery е 022 Manalo, Ma. Christine S. 
Paros сеа Н 023 Майо, Edwin Cruz 
pun аш 024 Могийа, Mohammad-Nur Celso C. 
инок Fares а 025  Pajarillaga, Erlinda R. 
Purge: Мишин! 026 Pamittan, Joseph Manuel P. 
асо ee 027 Serrano, Marianito E. 
CS rote ever 028 Tawasil, Said A. 
с Мена. 029 Ursolino, Romeo E. 
Miis 030 Villanueva, Susana P 
ce Sirens Меи 031 Міопа, Ricardo P. 
Dormiendo, Rizaline О. Fa жаалына. 
Espinosa, Geraldine S. К 
Factor, Evangeline D. 
Guimbal, Glenon L- 


Herdiano, Ferdinand G 
Hernandez, Hernalyn A 
Hizon, Estrelita S 

Intia, Celeste V. 

Josue, Emmanuel L. 
Kashim, H. Mardiyah Palma 
Kobayashi, Marilou B. 
Langara, Rosanna D. 
Uanto, Johnny M. 

Madi, Manette L 
Malunes, Susan 
Manalo, Ma. Victoria G 
Martin, Nieves A. 
Mowder, Lizette 5 
Muncada, Juvy P. 
Ofalza, Janice M. 
Pascual, Mictelde B. 
Ramirez, Nelson P. 
Selazar, Jullo M. 
Топо, Felix 

Tribulete, Сева Р. 
Vijandre, Santos M. Jr 


RE-REGISTRATION ACCREDITED TRAINOR/ 
S & PDOS PROVIDER-LANDBASED 


NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 


‘Amoroso, Daniel 
Almazora, Annabelle L. 
Arcilla, Allyn Rose G. 
Bagatsing, Dahlia L. 
Beltran, Irma SA 
Bernabe, Angel Randy S. 
Cabarloc, George A. 
Calimag, Loma M. 
Cataag, Gloria M. 

Cruz, Adriano С. 

Cruz, Josy P. 

Danganan, Yolanda 

de Ocampo, Leonardo B. 
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002 
003 
004 
005 
006 
007 
008 
009 
010 
011 
012 
018 
014 
015 
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017 
018 
019 
020 
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022 
023 
024 
025 
026 
027 
028 
029 
030 
031 
032 
033 
034 
035 
036 
037 


OWWA - PRE-DEPARTURE ORIENTATION 
SEMINAR RE-REGISTRATION ACCREDITED 
TRAINORS-SEABASED 


NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 


Abarca, Stella T. 

Abilo, Alexander G 
Abilo, Rosario Elena L 
Yap 

Abundo, Rosemarie 
‘Acenas, Danilo | 
Agbayani, Milagros Lim 
Agomaa, Victoria C. 
Aguillon, Antonio F. 
Almodiel, Gloria N. 
Alvaro, Andres F 


043 
044 
045 


Castellon, Malvar T. 
Castro, Eduardo A. 
Catahan, Angelito P. 


046 
047 
048 
049 
050 
051 
052 


Сабу, Leonides T. 
Chico, Marcos S 
Cordova, Aurelio A. 
Cruz, Cecilia R. 
Dango, Isidro С. 
Dayo, Vicente A. 

de Guzman, 
Catherine S. 

de Guzman, 

Ricardo M 

de Leon, July R 

de Ramos, Cecilia M. 
de Vila, Ma. Cecilio D. 
del Pilar, Jose 


Anacay, Teofilo О. 053 
Anay, Christine L- 
Ancheta, Regulus M. 
Andaya, Eddie D. 
Angeles, Alfredo C. 
Melchor 

Aquino, Jaime C 
Arcellana, Ma. Paz 
Francisca V 

Aris, Roberto P. 
Aspillaga, Rodolfo А 
Atienza, Lou A. 
Ballega, Happy A. 
Basilio, Rufino A Jr 
Bata, Wilfredo C. 
Bautista, Carlos Miguel Ү 
Bernal, Reynaldo В 
Besinio, Jimmy C. 
Bigornia, Norman Y 
Biliran, Glenda P. 
Billones, Ireneo G 


054 
055 
056 
057 


058 
059 


dela Cruz, Bernie R. 
dela Cruz, 

Florante M 

dela Peña, Macario E. 
Detera, Azucena C 
Diaz, Eleazar G. 
Dormiendo, Rizaline O. 
Durana, Johanna B. 
Elemento, Felipe M. 
Esber, Julito S 

Esta, Victorio Q 
Estrada, Lorenzo A Ii 
Estrada, Percival D 
Evangelio, Josefino A 
Fajelagutan, Daniel 


060 
081 
062 
063 
064 
065 
066 
067 
068 
069 
070 


“We're confident that Pastor 
Berlin would be released soon be- 
cause we have enough [pieces of 
evidence] to show the court that. 
my husband is а good man,” 
Guerrero's wife Mylene told the 
INQUIRER. 

Represented by lawyers Emilio 
Capulong and Evelyn Do- 
minguez, Guerrero also asked 
Judge Matias Garcia of Branch 19 
of the Bacoor RTC to annul the 
warrant of arrest. 

During the hearing, which last- 
ed for just a few minutes, Garcia 
ordered the prosecution panel to 
file its comment on Guerrero's 
motion in five days. 

Garcia also postponed Guer- 
rero's arraignment on Friday 
pending the results of the motion 
filed by the pastor's lawyers. 

Guerrero, 42, said he was 
happy that the court gave him 
an opportunity to defend him- 
self 

“I now have the chance to 
prove that these age-old cases 
against me were just trumped-up 
charges," he said from his cell at 
Camp Pantaleon Garcia. 

Capulong said that aside from 
its failure to do a preliminary 
hearing, the prosecutors office 
also did not have witnesses to 
prove their allegations against 
Guerrero. 

“What the prosecutors have 
are invisible witnesses. If they 
have no witnesses or [pieces of] 
evidence against the pastor, it's 
just right for the court to quash 
the warrant," Capulong told the 
INQUIRER. 

Capulong said the torture that 
Guerrero's captors allegedly 
used to extract information from 
his client was a clear ground for 
the court to deem the arrest ille- 
gal 


TERESITA Edulsa 
cries over the coffin 
of her husband, 
Niceforo, a Filipino 
working for the US 
government who 
was killed in a rocket 
attack on Iraq's 
heavily fortified 
Green Zone at the 
arrival area of the 
Ninoy Aquino 
International 
Airport on Tuesday. 
кЕзтлон 


А сору of the warrant showed 
that Guerrero allegedly killed a 
certain Noli Yatco in Cavite in 
1990. 

Cavite police chief Senior Supt. 
Fidel Posadas admitted that he 
did not have any idea regarding 
the murder charge. 

Guerrero also had an arrest 
warrant for a case of inciting to 
sedition in Biñan. 

He said he could not remember 
being charged with any murder 
case in Cavite. 

In a statement e-mailed to me- 
dia organizations after his May 
27 "arrest," Guerrero said he was. 
accused of being the secretary of 
the provincial committee of the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines in Cavite. 

“This lie they tried to ex- 
tract from me by means of 
physical, mental and psycho- 
logical torture and projecting 
me in public as a "hand-gun 
and grenade carrying rebel," 
Guerrero said. 

He said he was brought to a 
place he did not know and that he 
was still handcuffed when men 
took turns interrogating and 
beating his head with their fists 
and blunt objects 

“All throughout, layers of plas- 
tic bags covered my head. My tor- 
turers would tighten the bag until 
І could no longer breathe. 1 
passed out two times and urinat- 
ed in my pants,” he said in his ac- 
count. 

Guerrero said men 
opened his computer and 
forced him to give the pass- 
word, got his e-mail password, 
erased all of his church, school 
and personal files, and re- 
placed it with documents that 
belonged to the so-called un- 
derground left. 


the 


Number of RP workers 
leaving for abroad 
via Cebu increasing 


By Jhunnex Napaliacan 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—THE NUMBER OF 
overseas workers that left Cebu 
increased by 9.68 percent from 
January to April compared to the 
same period last year. 

Evelia Durato,  officerin- 
charge of the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration in 
Cebu, said the increase in the 
number of workers seeking 
greener pasture abroad should 
not necessarily be attributed to 
poverty. 

She said many simply wanted 
to improve their living condi- 
tions and have a more comfort- 
able life. 

“I think the main reason for 
people in working abroad is to 
meet (а certain) standard of liv- 
ing and to provide the basic needs 
to their family—shelter and edu- 
cation,” she said. 


Higher figures 

From January to April, the 
POEA has recorded 8,903 per- 
sons who left for work abroad via 
the Mactan-Cebu “International 
Airport. 

The figure was higher com- 
pared to the 8,117 overseas Fil- 
pino workers (OFWs) who were 
recorded to have left for abroad 
through the MCIA in the same pe- 
riod last year. 

The OFWs who left through 
the MCIA are not just from Ce- 
bu but also from other parts of 
the country that used Cebu as 
their departure point, Durato 


said 

‘The highest number of workers 
who left was recorded in January, 
reaching 3,229, Durato said. 

This is not surprising because 
most OFWs who went home dur- 
ing the Christmas season would 
usually renew their contracts in 
January, she said, 

Durato said 1,927 OFWs left 
via Cebu in February, 1,537 in 
March, and 2,210 in April. 

She said the departing OFWs 
were skilled workers, domestic 
helpers, factory workers and 
professionals like Information 
‘Technology graduates and nurs- 
в. 


Top destinations 

‘The top destinations are coun- 
tries in the Middle East, such as 
the United Arab Emirates, King- 
dom of Saudi Arabia, and Qatar. 

In April alone, at least 435 
OFWs departed for the UAE 
through the MCIA, she said. 

Durato said there were even a 
few who were headed for 
Lebanon despite the war that 
erupted in that country last 
year. 

Many of those who went to 
Lebanon were domestic 
helpers that were lured to 
work in that country because 
employers there usually pay at 
least 400 US dollars a month, 
she said. 

Other destinations are 
Hong Kong and Singapore, 
and countries in Europe, such 
as Ireland and the United 
Kingdom, she said 
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TUSCANY 


Tels. 815-1888 • 816-2768 - 816-3517 


Visit us at the Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street comer Rizal Drive, 
Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila. 
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MCKINLEY HILL 


TUSCANY 


PRIVATE ESTATE 
Near Forbes Park 
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uscony. A land of exuberant romance. Of lush beauty. And today, the inspiration of McKinley Hill's newest 
community. The Tuscany Private Estate. 

Benvenuto to your very own village of art. Here, seven residential clusters rise in Tuscan-Mediterranean splendor. 
With elegant stone detailing and arches. Varying rooflines. And diverse facades in cheerful hues. Close by, princely 
indulgences have been graciously laid out. Delight in healthy recreation at Isola Toscana's play area. Or at Parco 
Bello's lagoon. Share the finest vino with friends from the European-style wine cellar. Shop in style along the retail 
arcade at Upper McKinley Hill. And take pride in your home's Ponte Vecchio, an attraction inspired by the oldest 
and most famous bridge in Italy's Florence. 

Celebrate la vita Toscana. Where every sight and sound is an absolute pleasure. The Tuscany Private Estate 
at McKinley Hill. 
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Jimenez faces kidnap raps 


Former solon claims wife just after money 


By Leila B. Salaverria several others at the Department Kapunan, Castañeda was kid- convicted felon” at Silvercrest. 
and Julie М. Aurelio of Justice (DOJ). mapped by several men from the “Throughout my ordeal at Silver- 
Castañeda was rescued by Na- Makati Tuscany Condominium on crest, Iwas exposed to very horrible 
CAROLINE CASTAÑEDA, ES- tional Bureau of Investigation Мау 16 and held against her will at conditions; | was locked up and 
tranged wife of Mark Jimenez, agents from Süvercrest Founda- the rehab facility upon Jimenez’s kept incommunicado, treated 
yesterday filed charges of kidnap. tion, a drug rehabilitation center orders. Saying she was not a drug ‘worse than a convicted felon, which  - = е ^ 
ping, serious illegal detention owned by Diana Crespo, Jimenez’s user аз "er husband had alleged, Iam not; I was exposed to mental CAROLINE Castañeda leaves the Department of justice shortly after 
and grave coercion against the niece, in Las Piñas, on May 25. Castañeda said she was mentally torture by Mark Jimenez with the пва iminal charges yesterday against her husband, former Manila, 
former Manila congressman and According to her lawyer, Loma tortured and “treated worse than a JIMENEZ/AIS congressman Mark Jimenez. mnow 


There are more than 800 places where 
you can get your new car at lower monthly payments. 


Just go straight to any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch 
or Express Banking Center and pay less every month. 


Want a new car at less cost? Then apply for a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan at any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank Branch or Express Banking Center 


and discover for yourself how affordable your monthly payments can be. Pay only P1,994* for every P100,000 loan amount for 72 months. 
To top it off, yoù even get a FREE Emergency Car Care Package from the Ibero Asistencia Group. 


For more information, call Auto Loans Direct Marketing at 845-6777 or text 
AUTO<space>GD<space>name<space>your landline number<space>city or province and send it to 
0917-89-10000 or 0918-89-10000. Or call 89-100, log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
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By Allison W. Lopez 


A GROUP OF MANILA RESIDENTS YESTER- 
day filed a class suit against outgoing City 
Mayor Lito Atienza for closing a portion of 

* Rizal Avenue in Sta. Cruz to vehicular traffic 
since 2003. 

Vladimir Cabigao, Edgardo Valeza, Edgar- 
do Cataquiz, Ricky Sunga, Ernesto "Boy" San- 
tos and Freddie Aguilar (not the musician) 
said they were filing the case “in behalf of 
Manileños 

“What Atienza did was wrong. Rizal Av- 
enue is a national road. He only has authority 
over local streets,” Cabigao, a lawyer, said. 

n their complaint filed at the Manila Re- 
gional Trial Court, the six said a resolution, in- 
stead of an ordinance, was used as the basis 
for closing down the road from the corner of 


Manila residents sue Atienza 


Claro M. Recto Avenue to Carriedo Street. 

They cited Section 21 of the Local Govem- 
ment Code of 1991 on Closure and Opening of 
Roads which states that “a local government unit 
may pursuant to an ordinance, permanently or 
temporarily close any local road, alley, park or 
square falling within its jurisdiction." 

The Inquinen tried to get Atienza’s side, but 
calls to his cell phone went unanswered. 

Manila legal officer Melchor Monsod, how- 
ever, said that although Rizal Avenue was a 
national road, it was “not actually closed” be- 
cause pedestrians could still use it. "We did 
not change the character of the road. Its stilla 
national road. We did not convert it into city 
road," he added. 

Mayor-elect Alfredo Lim has promised to 
reopen the closed portion of Rizal Avenue 
when he assumes office next month. 


Manila Water Service Upgrade in 
Cainta, Taytay, Angono 


Manila Water will conduct service improvement project in Cainta, 
Taytay, Angono which will cause low pressure to temporary water 


supply interruption 
Schedule: 12:01 

Areas Affected: 
< Сайла, Taytay, Angono 


„ло 4: 


Activity 


a.m., Friday, Jui 


Dry-run of the closing of a 600-mm in diameter pipe along 


Ortigas Avenue for the interconnection of Mega Project. 


We therefore advise all affected residents to store enough water for their needs 


during the interruption. 


For updates, please call our Customer Service Hotline at 1627. 


We want to serve you better. 


Manila Water 


Ae 


Zone customers. 


These service improvement projects are necessary 
to ensure safe and reliable water supply for our East 
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Supreme Court of the Philippines 
Judicial and Bar Council 
Manila 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Pursuant to Section 1, Rules 7 of the Rules of the Judicial and Bar Council (JBC- 
009), as amended, the public is hereby invited to the panel interview at the Division 
Hearing Room, Ground Floor, New Supreme Court Building, of the following candidates 
for the two positions of ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS vacated 
by Hon. Roberto A. Barrios and Hon. Elvi John S. Asuncion: 


JUNE 18, 2007, MONDAY 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

. ACUÑA, EDMUNDOT. 
ALHAMBRA, REYNALDO A. 
ALIM, ROSE MARY М. 

. APURILLO, SALVADOR Y. 
ARLES, HENRY D. 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

AYSON, RUBEN С. 

. AZARRAGA, JULIANA DC. 

. BAGALACSA, LORE V. 

. BALONZO, FREDDIE D. 


JUNE 19, 2007, TUESDAY 

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

: BARCELONA, MANUEL C. Ill 
BARRIOS, MANUEL M. 

. BAY, TEODORO A. 

. BENDIGO, RAUL B. 

. BERNARDO, OSCARB. 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

. BISQUERA, JOE SANTOS B. 
BORRETA, ABRAHAMB. 


CARANDANG, MELCHOR ARTHURH. 


. CORREA, LIBRADO S. 


{ JUNE 20, 2007, WEDNESDAY 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

1. CRUZ, RAMONA. 

2. CUEVA, EULOGIAM. 

3, DE CASTRO, SEVERINO B. JR. 

4. DELOS SANTOS, EDGARDO L. 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

1. DIAMANTE, FRANCHITON. 

2. DUMDUM, SIMEON P. JR. 

3. ERUM, BERNARDITA G. 

4. ESCOBINO, JOSE L. 


JUNE 21, 2007, THURSDAY 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

. FRANCISCO, RAYMUNDO T. 

. FRUELDA, CARMELITA G. 
GERONIMO, ISAGANIA. 

. GRULLA, CIELITO M. 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

. GUILLEN, MARISSA M. 

. HERRERA, OSCAR C. JR. 

. INFANTE, AMELIA T. 
INOTURAN, NAPOLEON E. 


June 06, 2007 


JUNE 25, 2007, MONDAY 
:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
1. INTING, SOCORROB. 
2. KALLOS, ROBERT E. 
3. LACAP, MERCEDES P. 
4. LAGOS, RAFAEL В. 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
4. LAQUINDANUM, LILY LYDIA A. 
2. LAZARO-JAVIER, AMY C. 
3. LLOREN, EDGARDOT. 
4. LOPEZ, ROMULO A. 


JUNE 26, 2007, TUESDAY 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
MACALINO, FLORITOS. 

. MADRONA, FORTUNITOL. 

. MARAMBA, JOVENM. 

|. MAYO, MANUEL A. 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 
MEDINA, ADELAIDA A. 

2. MUNEZ, RENATO D. 
PACURIBOT, JERRY М. 
PAREDES, VICTORIA ISABELA. 


JUNE 27,2007, WEDNESDAY 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

. PATRICIO, ROGER B. 

. PE-AGUIRRE, THELMA C. 
PERALTA, EDUARDOB. JR. 
PERALATA, WILLIAM SIMON P. 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

. PERAS, SOLIVER С. 

. PONFERRADA, THELMA A. 

. QUERUBIN, PERLAB. 
REGALA, LEAH D. 


JUNE 28, 2007, THURSDAY 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

. REYES, AMORA. 

. SADAIN, MEHOL A. 

. SALUDARES, REYNALDO L. 
SITACA, NIMFA P. 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 

. SORIAO, PEDROR. 
SORONGON, EDWIN D. 

. TANGUANCO, EDUARDO |. 

. VILLASOR, EDWIN A. 


DOV Lea ar 
MA. LUISA D. VILLARAMA 


Clerk of Court & JBC 
Ex Officio Secretary 


Rizal town’s new facility turns Metro garb 


By DJ Yap 


FOR THIS SLEEPY TOWN EAST OF 
Manila, garbage is power. 

The municipality of Rodriguez, 
Rizal has jumpstarted an ambitious 
PLS billion project to extract 
methane gas from the Rodriguez 
landfill and churn out electricity 
enough to power 15,000 homes. 

In what could be the first of its kind 
in Asia, the “Rodriguez Landfill 
Methane Recovery and Electricity Gen- 
eration Project” is projected to produce 
15 megawatts of power over a period 
of 10 years starting January 2008. 

For Rodriguez Mayor-elect Pedro 
Cuerpo, the project is not just an envi- 
ronment-friendly solution to the ener- 
gy crisis, itis also sweet vindication. 

"Nobody wanted the garbage 
(from Metro Manila) except us. Now, 
it’s the garbage that others did not 


want which can help steer our town 
to progress,” he said at a press confer- 
ence yesterday in Makati City. 

At the height of the garbage crisis 
in 2001, Cuerpo drew strong opposi- 
tion from various sectors for opening 
the town to nearly 30 percent of 
Metro Manila's 10,000 ton-a-day sol- 
id wastes. 

“My fellow mayors said I was crazy, 
but I knew there was a proper abari- 
donment program for the landfill and 
Ijust had to find it," the mayor added. 
Even the town priest would criticize 
him in his sermons, Cuerpo said. 

Three days ago, the mayor signed a 
tripartite agreement with major 
stakeholders for the project, includ- 
ing representatives from the Rizal 
provincial government and Swims In- 
ternational, which operates the land- 
fi. 

Under the build, own and operate 
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age to fuel 


program, the Montalban Methane 
Power Corp. (MMPC) will invest P1.5 
billion in the project intended to cap- 
ture landfill gas from the 14-hectare 
facility to produce electricity. 

Under the agreement, 90 percent 
of the gross revenues from the project 
will go to MMPC, while the remaining 
10 percent will be split among the de- 
velopers, Rodriguez town and Rizal 
province. 

The town stands to gain millions 
from the agreement, Cuerpo said, 
adding that the income will go to bet- 
ter services for the populace. 

MMPC president Peregrino Fernan- 
dez Jr. said the project would put the 
Philippines at the forefront of waste- 
to-energy production in Asia. 

“We are a step ahead of China, 
which has yet to build its methane 
power plant at a landfill in Shang- 
hai,” he added. 


German exec hurt in Ermita ambush 


By Tina б. Santos 


‘63-YEAR-OLD GERMAN BUSINESS- 
man was seriously hurt after he was 
ambushed by motorcycle-riding sus- 
pects in Manila at 8:30 a.m. yesterday 
as he was about to get out of his car. 

Michael Johannes Heinen, chair of 
Propeller Foundation-Maritime Sci- 
ence and Technology Resources (Pro- 
found Master), a seamen training 
center, was still confined at press time 
in the Philippine General Hospital for 
gunshot wounds. 

Investigation showed that the vic- 
tim, a resident of Generic Condomi- 
um on E. Rodriguez Avenue, Quezon 
City, had just parked his vehicle on Es- 
coda Street in Ermita when two men 
got off a motorcycle and walked to- 
wards him. One of the suspects ap- 
proached Heinen, who was still seat- 
ed in his car, and shot him, hitting 
him in the shoulder and armpit. . 

Police said the victim has been in 


Jimenez faces 


willing assistance of his niece, Diana 
Crespo. It is the greatest irony that my 
detention should come at the hands of a 
convicted felon like Mark Jimenez,” she 
said in a press conference held after she 
filed the case at the DOJ. 

Charged along with Jimenez were 
Crespo, lawyer Edgar Francisco and 
Rene dos Remedios. 

According to Castañeda, she was 
detained to prevent her from testify- 
ing in the case she earlier filed against 
Jime-nez. She has asked a court to is- 
Sue a permanent protection order 
against her husband whom she ac- 
cused of physical, emotional and psy- 


П met 


AMANILA policeman inspects the car Michael Johannes Heinen was driving 


when he was ambushed. 


the country since 1994 as chair of 
Profound Masters Inc. which con- 
duets seminars for seamen. 
Investigators are looking into the pos- 
sibility that the attack may have some- 
thing to do with the victims business. 
‘An investigator who asked not to 
be named because he was not autho- 
rized to talk to media said they 


kidnap raps 


chological abuse in the 30 years they 
spent together. 

“I realize that Mark Jimenez always 
threatened me not to act because he is 
a very powerful man, with great 
wealth and powerful connections. He 
may be powerful, wealthy or well con- 
nected, but Mark Jimenez is not above 
the law; no one is," she said. 

But Jimenez, in a statement issued 
through his lawyer, Frank Chavez, de- 
nied Castafieda's allegations, saying 
she was just after his money. 

His claim appeared to be backed up 
by former presidential legal adviser, 
Harriet Demetriou, who said that Cas- 


REMZAMORA 


learned that the victim was the star 
witness in Пойо Rep. Rolex Suplico's 
expose regarding alleged anomalies 
surrounding the P800 million loan for 
the Philippine Merchant Marine 
‘Academy in San Narciso, Zambales. 

"Thats another angle we're now 
looking at," police said. With Joanne 
Gonzales 


From page AIT 


tafieda’s camp was asking $10 million 
from the former congressman. 

"Attorney Lorna Kapunan told me 
it was the amount her client wanted 
before reconciling with Mr. Jimenez. I 
said, P10 million? She told me, ‘No, 
its $10 million," Demetriou said in a 
press conference. 

"Mark was very mad. He said, 1 
don't want this kind of imposition for 
a settlement,” she said. 

Demetriou explained her involve- 
ment in the matter by saying that 
Jimenez had asked her help in seeking 
a reconciliation with his wife since she 
‘was a mutual friend of the couple. 


Business 
for illegal 


THAT INDIAN BUSINESSMAN WHO 
was reported to be engaged in under- 
ground lending and dollar salting in Bi- 
Tondo, Manila, has fled to Australia, 
according to my source at the Commis- 
sion on Immigration. 

The source said things became so 
hot in Manila for the businessman 
that he had to cool off in Australia. 

But another Indian is allegedly into 
big-time smuggling, and his activities 
should be watched closely by the Bu- 
reau of Customs, a customs source said. 

This Indian manufactures towels, 
blankets, pillow cases and bed sheets 
that are sold in big malls and depart- 
ment stores in the country. 

The modus operandi of this for- 
eigner entails importing raw materi- 
als from China that are to be export- 
ed back to their place of origin as fin- 
ished products. 

Since these raw materials are to be 
exported back to their source as fin- 
ished products, taxes and duties are 
not imposed on them by the Bureau 
of Customs. 

But, alas, the finished products are 
not exported but sold in the country In. 
the language of smugglers, this 
method is called “paper export” since 
no finished products leave the country. 

At the end of every year, according 
to my little birdie, when its time to 
liquidate his exported items, this 
businessman reportedly colludes 
with some personnel at the Bureau of 
Customs. They make it appear that 
he exported finished products out of 
the imported raw materials. 

Because of this, the Indian al- 
legedly receives a rebate from the 
Department of Finance in the form of 
a tax credit. Exporters are given tax 
credits by the government as incen- 
tive for earning dollars for the coun- 
try Tax credit certificates are issued 
by the Department of Finance. 

This Indian not only evades paying 
taxes and duties on his imported 
goods, he also gets money from the 


profitable 
‘exporter’ 


ON TARGET 


Ramon Tulfo Pid 


government by claiming that it owes 
him tax credit. 

This man allegedly sells his tax 
credit certificates to other Indian im- 
porters at 70 percent off. 

‘The practice of making tax cred- 
it certificates transferable should 
be stopped. 

Payment of tax credit certifi- 
cates for income tax should only be 
granted to the exporter who was 
awarded by the government. 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(BIR) has allowed the practice of 
making tax certificates transferable. 

Thus, itis not surprising why the 
BIR consistently incurs a shortfall 
in collection because itis paid in tax 
credits by people who buy them. 

Ап item in this column about the 
infighting in Buhay, the party-list 
that got the highest number of votes, 
has drawn a clarification from one of 
its representatives. 

Maria Carissa Coscolluela, who be- 
longs to the side of Rene Velarde, says 
she never worked with the Population 
Commission which distribures con- 
doms and promotes vasectomy—activi- 
ties that go against Buhay's advocacy. 

Sen. Dick Gordon confirms 
Coscolluela's claim, saying she has 
been with him since the time he was 
chair of the Subic Bay Metropolitan. 
Authority up to the present. 

Coscolluela says she graduated from 
the Ateneo University with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, by way of mentioning 
her qualifications. She spent three years 
of high school in Long Island, New 
York, and finished the course at the In- 
temational School in Manila. 


Pagcor 
worker hurt 
in explosion 


By Tina б. Santos 


AN EMPLOYEE GF THE PHILIP- 
pine Amusement and Gaming 
Corp. (Pagcor) was slightly in- 
jured after a grenade under one 
of the tires of her vehicle explod- 
ed yesterday afternoon. 

The police did not identify the 
victim, reportedly a slot machine 
attendant of the Pagcor casino at 
the Manila Pavilion Hotel ой UN 
Avenue, Manila. 

Ап initial investigation showed 
that the incident happened at 
around 2 p.m. at the Pagcor park- 
ing lot on TM. Kalaw Street, near 
the National Library. 

‘The police said the victim was 
seated in her Nissan X-Trail van 
when the grenade under the front 
left tire went off, leaving her in- 
jured in the leg. 

“Hindi masyado malakas ang 
impact kasi sa ilalim ng gulong ni- 
lagay yung granada (The impact 
was not strong because the 
grenade was placed under the 
tire),” said an investigator, who 
declined to be named. 

Two vehicles parked next to 
the victim's car suffered some 
damage, he added. 

Pagcor security guards down- 
played the incident, saying the 
explosion was caused by a flat 
tire. 


Dip YOU KNOW 


THE PHILIPPINES first FM 
stereo radio station, dzFX, went 
оп air on May 31, 1968. The radio 
station's studio was located at the 
Insular Life building in Makati. 
Cyril L. Bonabente, 
Inquirer Research 
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Fidel Castro mum about his return to power 


HAVANA—A HEALTHY-LOOK- since he underwent surgery and Castro said. Earlier this week, official media half-hour into the program after it 
ing Cuban President Fidel Castro handed over power to his brother “There's no state secret,” hein- said Castro's interview would of. became apparent the leadership 
hinted that his recovery was still Raul on July 31. sisted, adding that in his recovery fer “other issues of interest,” fuel- question would not be addressed. 
incomplete and talked politics in "Mlllcaniellmyfelloweountry- from what last year was said to be ing speculation that he could an- The pre-recorded, hour-long in- 
his first interview in 10 months, теп is what Tve already said, that gastrointestinal surgery, he was nounce his return to power. terview with "Roundtable" an- 
but he left unanswered the big Tm now doing what I have to do, ting "a much more balanced" However, Castro on Tuesday сһогтап Randy Alonso,  Castro's 
question about his return to pow- nothing else. There's no secret. diet. left unanswered the question on first since he dropped from public 
е fant pat it more clearly” ће told — Adayaferhandingoverpower the mind ofevery Cuban, hereand view, dealt mainly with the hospi- 
“А human being's health is al- state-controlled Cuban television. to his brother, Castro had said his in Florida, letting lingering doubts tal visit last weekend by Viet- 
ways facing threats, lurking dan- Санто said his health was be- health was a “state secret,” trig- persist about his plans for the fu- namese Communist Party leader 
gers, but we've been doing all the ing monitored closely even by geringmonthsofrumorsabouthis ture. Nong Duc Manh. 
things that needed to be done,” ШЕ ‘Gaited. States. "They can retum to power and Cuba's possi- US Spanish-speaking television The veteran Cuban leader also 
said the 80-year-old Castro, who Check out anybody coming into ble transition to amore open ос. stations that were broadcasting spoke about energy conservation, 
has been recovering in hospital the house with their satellites," Castro's interview live, broke offa anissueclosetohisheart, — AFP 


Palestinians protest Thaland | & meee 


e Dv In ag. 1650 San Marcelno. 
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Israel's occupation political | „ааль 


activities урен 


RAMALLAH—PALESTINIANS for a huge popular campaign tivists protested the continuing Name of Position 
and peace activists rallied on against the occupation, saying ts expansion Psenemens in Ве THAILAND CompanylEmployer Foreign National 
Tuesday against four decades of end was “the only option to open Golan, the West Bank, and east \NGKOK—THAI "S MILI- © 
Israeli occupation on the anniver- the way to peace in the Middle Jerusaiem, today home to nearly ed spvernment on Tues- EN SLAM MARKETING ‘ShuizhiWang Marketing Manage} 
sary of the 1967 war that re- East" half a million settlers. у lifted а post-coup ban on po- | 20,10; 
shaped the Middle East in just six Palestinian Prime Minister Is- — In а rally in the Anata neigh- litical activities, paving the way | 2250210789. Binondo Mania 
days. mail Haniya ofthe Islamist move- borhood of east Jerusalem, for ousted Premier Thaksin Shi- | SMASH & SLAM MARKETING ThengyengSun 

YS sident Mahmoud Abbas ment Hamas in a statement speakers warmed Israel thatitwill nawatrés dissolved party to re- | CO. LTD. 
said the creation of a Palestini- called “on the whole world to not have security until the occu- group. 2326 Juan Luna SL, Binondo, Manila 
an state would expunge the stand behind the Palestinians and pation is ended and а Palestinian Тһе cabinets decision to repeal 
memory of the crushing Arab their legitimate rights which state created. an order imposed by the junta after | SMASH & SLAM MARKETING XujWeng Creative Manager, 
memo dewerthatsawlsrae| wereeroded” by the occupation. “The key word for peace and і seized power from Thaksin last CO 10. 
wipe out three Arab armies and The 1967 war planted the securityisa Palestinian state with September will allow parties to be- 2326 Juan Luna SL, Binondo, Manila i 
CahQuervastswathesofterrito- seeds of the many deep-rooted Jerusalem as the capital,” Jibril gin preparations for elections ten- 
ту. obstacles that generations of Rajub, a senior member of Ab-  tatively set for December. NAIADSS CORPORATION Bohyon Nam — Mechanicalà. 

"Despite all the difficulties ... diplomats have found impossible Баз Fatah party, told the gather- “The cabinet agreed for existing | Pioneer ‘St cor. Sheridan St. ‘Maintenance 
our revolt was equal to this de- to untangle in their search for ing of nearly 1,000 people. political parties and groups of Mandaluyong City ‘Supervisor 
ш, the memory of which we peace—from the Jewish settler During a simultaneous rallyin politicians to cary out their politi- 
hope will be erased by ending the movement to sovereignty over Tel Aviv that attracted afewhun- cal activities,” goverment MS сасон Wooyoung Lee = 

К М penvisor 

occupation of Arab and Palestini- Jerusalem. dred people, organizers erected a spokesperson Yongyuth Mayalarp | Mandaluyong City 
Qa territory and by establishing Weeks of regional belligerency duplicate of a checkpoint to bring told reporters after a cabinet meet- 
Our independent stare" He and international brinkmanship home to Israelis the “reality” of ing ‘SONG HWA SYSTEM PHIL. CORP. Chan Shik Jang 
warned that factional clashes last saw Israel launch what it called a the West Bank, which is dotted by “This resolution is effective im- | Rm. 406 Forosa Bldg. 
month had left the Palestinians preemptive strike on June 5, more than 500 such roadblocks, mediately.” The move was wel- | 2035 H.B. Harrison 
"on the verge of a civil war” and 1967, smashing the armies of impeding freedom of movement comed by some members of Thai- | cor. Buendia, Pasay City 
that dangers from the internal Egypt, Jordan and Syria, and se- and feeding resentment. lands two main political partes, 
fighting were “equal to, if not curing its status as a regional и "Ме have to bring the idea to but other politicians and analysts | ACCENTURE, INC. Johnny Kazuaki Project Consultant} 
greater, than that of the occupa- регромег. the Israeli publicthat this оссира- warned obstacles remained that MSE Bidg., Ayala Ave., Нататша 
tion.” Marking the war on Tuesday, tion which has gone on for 40 could prevent a level playing field [| Makati Ciy 

In 1967, Israel captured the Palestinians staged amainrallyin years must end,” said Susan in any upcoming polls. 
wi Dank and east Jerusalem Ramallah, the political capital of Lourenco, one ofthe organizers. “This is going to give a big ad- Lael е. sace Project Manager 
from Jordan, the Golan Heights the occupied West Bank, and fur- Israeli police banned a Pales- vantage to the established parties [машуу ^7 x —= 
from Syria andtheGazaStripand ther north in Nablus, where tinian conference due to take who have not been banned, pri- Y 
Sinai peninsula from Egypt—an dozens marched toward an ls. place in east Jerusalem, which marily фе Democrat Party" Thid- | pyco 21 PHILS., INC. 
еа thore than three times big- таен checkpoint, one of the most the Palestinians dream of making nan Pongsudhirak, a political scien- | Andres Cmpd. F. Legaspi St, 
ethan the state of Israel atthe potent local symbols of occupa- the capital of their promised fu- ti at Bangkoks Chulalongkom | Maybunga, Pasig Cty 
time. tion. ture state but where all official University told АЕР 

“Jailed Palestinian intifada In the flashpoint city of He- Palestinian political activity is "Мом they can go and campaign | TIGERWAY FACILITIES & 
leader Marwan Barghuti called bron, some 250 Israeli peace ac- banned. AFP and talk to the voters and con- | RESOURCES: INC. 

» stituents, whereas Thai Rak Thai ES аер 
cannot yet talk to йз 14 million aluyong Cty 
WORLDBRIEFS WHO warns of surge siens neiet, calins the 


b Conse he added, casia. | UNILEVER PHILIPPINES, INC. DaQuocVu ‘Senior rand 
Japan’s prince surgery 


5 z Чоп” 1351 U.N. Avenue, Manila Manager 

Japan's prince surge... in drug-resistant TB — "aces seno 

fully underwent surgery at a Tokyo hospital on tional Tribunal dissolved Thaksin's = 

Wednesday to remove a benign growth from his mone: eae 

small intestine, the doctors treating him said. “The ‘TUBERCULOSIS MAY similar patient with that di- finding it guilty of violating election | Tala, Caloocan City Е 

‘surgery was performed smoothly as planned and. reach the point where most agnosis in 1994, Dr Paul Р regulations in polls in April 2006. 

ended sucnessflly” sald palace physician Dr. Ichiro mew cases in some coun- Nunn, a TB expert for theor- The court banned 111 senior | EON PHARMATEK INC. 

Kanazawa, "The crown prince woke up smoothly tries are resistant to many ganization, said at a news party members, including the oust- ‘Unit 1903, Parc Chateau Condominium, 

from the anesthetic and exchanged а few words with drugs unless far greater ef- conference. ed premier, from politics for five | Onyx St. Ortigas Center, 

= арат Mele forts are made now tostop Те case of Andrew years Pasig Су 

керн ы, jospitl the spread of the infection, Speaker, the Atlanta man The Democrat Party TRT's main |, CRETA as n i 

AM IDE CR акр res World Health Organization with extremely drug-resis- political rivals, were cleared of sim- eT See INC. Kumari Vandana veral Manager 1 

hold Agency spokesperson Yasuo Mor asl ‘ap officials said on Tuesday. tant tuberculosis, who took ilar vote fraud charges. а-аа » 1 

That chilling forecast is commercial flights for his —— While Tuesdays move will allow par 

21 sect members killed selip кз та рет ннн begin me | cesu ain. mc. DavidPiere Resident Customer 
eas analyses showing eymocs ә Airport Road, Pasay City Edouard Sa E ^ 

——— (C that on average, a patient in- ап intemational health scare, they wil not be able to actually reg- yay g 5 

Went ine King oftwo offers, pokosandwi- fected with drug-resistant u- bas focused attention оп the ister their new party until a new i 

она зан on Tuesday “Folowing the ling ottwo  berculosis in 2004 was resis- disease, and prompted the law is passed by the junta-appoint- | IP E-GAME VENTURES INC. ShuTeTsaoaka. President : 

policemen, we launched an operation to recoverthe tant to more drugs than а news conference. NYT ed parliament. AFP | 34r Tower 2 RCBC Plaza, Steve Tsao К 

— that were stolen пм. and21 ре " "UE 6819 Ayala Ave., Makati City 

ple who were resisting arrest were kiled" overnight, 

sowieso Vifginia LOC o reopen fem conronarion 199 


when police launched the operation to recover 586 Cordilera SL cor. Arayat, 
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cluding several gruesome beheadings. АР DOW CHEMICAL PACIFIC LTD. Dean Elbert Hadley Process 


pm | 23° 6750 Building, Ayala Ave, Engineering 
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11 dead in Aussie collision BLACKSBURG—THE BUILD- 2 
KERANG, AUSTRALIA—Atleast 11 peoplewere ing where a gunman killed 99 
kiled and dozens injured in Australia's моге гай саһ People one 
fn S0 yeas on Tuesday when huge uckpoughee Virginia Tech campus wil be | puppi Ure 
ba passenger vain ata level crossing, pice sad. теорепей for offices and lab- { Maa о i 
‘Witnesses reported the fuly-aden truckslammed at oratories, but will never 
high speed into the train, madeupofanengineand again be used for classrooms, 1 4 ELIASCO PHILIPPINES INC. 
three carriages, leaving “a big gaping hole” inthe side the university announced on E зра 5217 One Grande, Brgy. Ugong. 
of one carriage and almost derailing the others. "You Tuesday. Valenzuela City 
just wonder how anybody got out,” weeping survivor Norris Hall will open June ч 
‘Sue Fyffe said. "People were sitting in seats with 18 for the engineering sci- BESTON RICH MINERALS INC. iin Yang 
glass all over them. “All we could hear was people ence and mechanics and civil ‘Unit 2410 Sunview Palace Condo. 
screaming and crying and moaning—it was just w- and environmental engineer- Ф МН. del Pilar St, Ermita, Manila 
ful, devastating," she told Sky News. About 24 people ing departments. They had 
‘were hurt, five seriously, police said. AFP been the pri TURTLESHIP TRADING CORP. Jeongja Na Managing Partner 

see Ey, ра пе рави отир 1 MS.BF. Compound, Edsa cor. мю CHO) 
Diana’s sons buck photo airing Wren Seung ни prem Quezon Ave., Diiman, 

Нш Cho, а 

LONDON—Princess Diana's sons William and Harry Quezon City 
appealed on Tuesday to a British broadcaster not to 
air photos taken after her fatal 1997 car crash, 
terming the plan "gross disrespect” to her memory. 
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South Korean immigrant, 


killed 32 students and faculty ease $ s 
members on the Blacksburg } | CORPORATION Woo YoungHa Sales Manager 


‘campus before killing him- b 1 | 15 Diamond St, San Bartolome, 

But Channel 4, which plans to showa documentary Sejf "Two victims were shot in CHARLES Barlow, of State Security, guards Norris Hall on ee senties 

Diana: The Witnesses in the Tunna on Wednesday Е : : y 

eese борар. = dormitory а few boma bë- the Virginia Tech campus in Blacksburg, Va.,onJune5. л 

immediatly sid twas going ahead оаа fore the rest were attacked in- Ө you have any informatonlobjecon to the abovementioned applications please 
cast Fal otoia a na aeea aote Side Norris Hall alumni and others contacted College of Engineering to | communicate withe Regiona! eect. 

pringas not to broadcast pictures takan afier the The second floor rooms the school with suggestions continue its healing was to 
princes not to broaeas picture aken е goq, where the shootings occured for use of the building, rang- -move forward with phased Ta commemoration at me 1090 
$997, “The princes reluctant feei that they have Will remain closed. ingfromusingitasclassroom reuse of the building,” uni- 
1997, The princes lua feet dm Поу аР “That wing is going to be spaceto making ita memori- versity president Charles Ste- а. 
they believe Пе broadcast ofthese photographsto shut down completely," uni- alto knocking it down. ger said in a statement. 

eY holy inappropriate, deeply dressing tothem versity spokesperson Lary “Afer considering all The College of Engineering Roxas Boulovard, Manila. For more 
and to the relatives of the others who died that night, — Hincker said. points of view that were of- was hit hardest in the attack, Lesa nana 
‘and a gross disrespect to their mother's memory," Following the shootings, fered, I determined the best with 11 students and three 
заа statement by Clarence House. APP dozens of faculty, students, course of action toenable the professors killed. AP 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


е Г _MISSILE SHIELD ннен! 
- The United States and NATO have criticized Russian President Vladimir Putin's latest attack on a 
planned U.S. missile shield ahead of the G8 encounter with Putin this week 
‘HOW IT COULD WORK 
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HEILIGENDAMM, GERMANY—US PRESIDENT we are convinced that the reality in 
George W. Bush criticized Russia on democracy e pa Geom аЛ №2 оази 
on Tuesday but sought to calm President Vladimir The two powers are also at odds ШИ э” 
оп the fate of breakaway Serbian j 
Putin's anger over US missile shield plans on the Жош Kosovo, with Vshingen paraded eariy- 
eve of a G8 summit in Germany. backing independence and Moscow. / ШЕН 
‘Speaking in Prague before head- ment," Bush said. supporting Belgrades efforts to pre- vollence radar 
ingto the Baltic coastresortof Heili- — Hiscommentsarepartofanesca- vent autonomy at all costs. Bush > Sa 
gendamm for the meeting of major lating war of words between the for- met in Prague with a senior ethnic during hor 
powers, Bush said Putin had noth- mer Cold War rivals which the Ger- Albanian leader from Kosovo. пісте phase 
fhgtofearfromheshíeld,calingit man hosts fear could overshadow Оп global warming, another Я Bate Manogement, 
“purely defensive” measure. the June 6 to 8 summit of the so- contentious issue where the Euro- = raa a 
‘Russia isnotourenemy"Bushsaid called Group of Eight—Britain, peans have dashed frequently with 5 Nerve centre of the 
бег meeting Czech leaders on a vist Canada, France, Germany Italy Washington, it appeared leaders (Ё 7 ч system 
aimed at highlighting the county's Japan Russia and the United States. would make progress on goals to | greer 
from Soviet domination. Putin has said if Washington negotiate a follow-up to the Kyoto Wer necu iode be e EA ieee 
Te said he would urge Putin at pushes ahead with its plans to de- Protocol which Washington |p а Hou IE UC d 
the summit to cooperate with the ploy the missile system, Russia will shunned in 2001 3 QUEE  smurbterdoerspendesqedio — camyngantKV э 
US plan to deploy a radar systemin revert to targeting is missileson Eu- 1а an interview with Britains |f Š em ed 
the Czech Republic and interceptor rope as it did during the Cold War. Guardian newspaper on the eve of 4 { REUTERS В, 
missiles in Poland, but later in a Ніз deputy spokesperson reject- the summit, Blair said he was con- - i 
speech took a dig at Moscows ей Bush's comments on democracy vinced that he could persuade Bush 
record on democracy. fon Tuesday, describing Russia as ato sign up to a “substantial cut” in icant and important, and it is ab-  “ ... at the heart of (a deal) there last week had sowed fears in Eu- 
“шп Rusia, reforms that once “democratic stare” that shared glob- greenhouse gas emissions, іп line surd to say otherwise, since it has to bea global target for a sub. rope that Washington would go 
promised to empower citizens have al and European values. with UN-backed targets moved things on,” said Blair, who stantial cut in emissions. I believe it outside the well-established United 
Pren derailed, with roubling impli. “On his statement about the “I think the announcement by stands down as prime minister in is possible to get all that way” Cli- Nations process to curb greenhouse 
cations for democratic develop- rolling back of democratic reforms, President Bush last week wassignif- three weeks’ ime. mate change proposals from Bush gas emissions, Reuters. 


ACT Storm hits Oman, threatens oil-rich region 


TRrablan Sea and headed for the Strait of Hormuz, a major 
Shipping channel for Guif oil shipments, towards Iran, 
forecasters said on Wednesday MUSCAT, OMAN—OMAN EVAC- De Vink said he and the other is very difficult,” he said. In the muz despite 4-6-foot swells and 
Leges uated tens of thousands оп beach front residents of the city of nearby Al-Amriyat town, а йообче- strong winds, according to Suresh 
Wednesday and closed the major 60,000 were leaving their homes, lated mudslide dosed amain oad. Nair of the Gulf Agency Co. ship- 
port of Sohar northwest of the ali threatened by rising tides and Flights in and out of Oman’s Seeb ping firm. 
capital Muscat, as a weakening large waves pushed by the ap- Intemational Airport were canceled “The entire area is unsafe. Vessels 
Cyclone Сопи roared toward the _proaching storm. оп Wednesday, according toan offi- that were bound to call here say 
Seit of Hormuz—the world's “These people know the force of cial Hamad bin Ali al Abri. Fights they are diverting because of the 
major transport artery for Persian the sea and they're doing the right that were en route to Muscat were storm,” Nair said. "Some are still 
Gulfoil. thing,” he said. "Most of them are diverted to other airports in there- going through the strait.” 
Аз heavy rains lashed coastalar- leaving or have already left." gion, he said. Oil prices rose on Wednesday 
eas, authorities closed all opera. Electricity went out in Muscat by Further northeast, in the UAE amid fears of the storm's impact on 
tions at the port of Sohar and evac- noon Wednesday, as winds of 100 рот of Fujairah, the worlds third- the oil-rich region. М 
4 uated the 11,000 workers, port kilometers per hour hit the capital. largest shipping fuel center all refu- “The latest on the storm indicates 
SAUDI ARABIA & spokesperson Dirk Jan De Vink Oman television broadcast footage eling and shipto-ship supplyopera- it will hit land in southeastern 
eum 4 said. of streets and buildings flooded tions had been halted. Ships were Iranwhich could possibly disrupt 
Dice fos k; Sohars oil refinery and petro- with water Health minisuy official being allowed to berth but other shipping through the Arabian Gulf, 
A S chemical plantremained running et АН bin Gaafar bin Mohammed said marine activities were suspended, and thats caused some concern in 
© popewrapession @ pope sionn, D Dereon, y, very low levels, with authorities rescue workers had difficulties officials said. the trading community” said Victor 
‚юу [ra RIS considering a total shutdown, De reaching affected areas. A few ships were sil sailing Shum, an energy analyst with 


a Vink said. “Even helicopters cannot бу, зой through the nearby Strait of Hor- Purvin & Gertzin Singapore. АР 


Ex-White House aide gets 30 
months in prison for perjury 


БЕЙ | WASHINGTON—FORMER he added: “we expect and de- 
White House aide Lewis [+ mand a lot from people ... 
“Scooter” Libby was sen- who have the welfare and se- 
тепсей on Tuesday to 30 fi; curity of the nation in their 
months in prison for lying to hands.” 
an FBI inquiry in a case which Cheney branded the jailing 
spotlighted flaws in the US Ёу% of his trusted former aide a 
push to wage war on Iraq. A “tragedy,” and voiced hope 

Libby, 56, once one of the : the sentence would be re- 
most trusted aides to US Vice vised. 
President Dick Cheney was "Lynne and I remain deeply 
convicted in March for perjury saddened by this tragedy" Ch- 
and obstruction in a case елеу said in statement, nam- 
probing whether White House ing his wife. 
officials leaked the name of “The defense has indicated 
CIA officer Valerie Plame. sought by special prosecutor it plans to appeal the convic- 
Libby was also fined Patrick Fitzgerald, and with tion in the case. Speaking as 
$250,000 by the court on federal guidelines. friends, we hope that our sys- 
Tuesday. “It needs to make a clear tem wil return a final result 
He told Judge Reggie Wal- statement that truth matters consistent with what we know 
ton he hoped the court would and ones status in life does of this fine man.” He added: 
“consider, along with the jury not,” Fitzgerald told the judge “Scooter has dedicated much 
verdict, my whole life” in de- ahead of the verdict. of his life to public service at 
termining an appropriate sen- Walton acknowledged Lib- the State Department, the De- 
tence. фу contribution to national partment of Defense and the 
But the tough sanction security following the terror- White House ... he has served 
handed down was inline with ist attacks on the United the nation tirelessly and with 
the 304037 month term States on Sept. 11, 2001. But great distinction.” AFP 


Bin Laden alive, says Taliban 


DUBAI—A BROTHER OF A tants removal from powerin Mullah Dadullah has been 
slain Taliban leader said al- 2001 by a US-led coalition replaced by his relatively un- 
Qaida chiefOsama bin Laden for harboring Bin Ladenand known brother, Mullah 

was alive and well and that Qaida militants. Bakht Mohammad. 
he had received a letter of Bin Laden “told me to fol- Dadullah told Jazeera that 
condolence from him after low in the steps of my broth- Saudi-born Bin Laden was 
his brother was killed in May. er and urged Muslims to fol- avoiding media exposure for 

Ў “He із alive, active and low the steps of Mullah safety. 
€t well,” Haji Mansour Dadul- Dadullah because he was a “These are just military 
See “Ercan ts eee lah, а Taliban militant leader, mujahid,” said Dadullah, tactics. He prefers not to ap- 
* Selling period: Мау 17 - Oct 15,2007  . | said of Bin Laden. who was described by pear because if he appeared 
+ Travel period : June 01 -Nov 15, 2007 “Hesentmealetterofcon- Jazeera as a Taliban military іп the media or met people 
: dolence after the martyrdom | leader. he might face danger,” he 
of my brother Mullah Dadul- Mullah Dadullah was ће said. “I urged him not to 
es lah,” he told Al Jazeera tele- main architect behind rising meet anyone and to stay in 
t vision. It was not clear when 


- uf attacks, including suicide hiding and continue to give 


Payload Vehicle (PLV) 


the interview was taken. raids, against Afghan and directives ... so that al-Qaida 

Mullah Dadullah was Western troops in southern stays active in Afghanistan 
killed by US-led forces. His Afghanistan, as well as kid- and the world,” he said in an 
death was seen as the most nappings of foreigners and interview conducted in an 
serious blow to the Taliban localsandaseries ofbehead- open field in Afghanistan. 
insurgency since the mili- ings Reuters 
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‘THE BATTLE for the loose ball turns into a two-on-one affair as 
hardworking San Miguel import Galen Young (center) tries to regain 
possession of the leather against the Air21 frontline duo of Homer Se 


айй  name/age/ciy message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr.sportsGinquirer.com.ph 
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*Group of death' 


Fiba Asia draw puts Nationals together 
with heavyweights China, Jordan, Iran 


By Musong R. Castillo 


MORBID THOUGH IT MAY SOUND, BUT CHOT : 
Reyes picked the perfect words to describe the #4 
latest turn of events in Philippine basketball. 


(left) and Arwind Santos. 


 AXUSTDRACRUZ 


Express roar 
past Beermen, 
gain quarters 


By Musong R. Castillo 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:35 pm —Pureloods vs. Coca-Cola 
7:20 p.m—Sta. Lucia vs. San Miguel Beer 


ARWIND SANTOS SCORED 10 OF 
his 23 points in the fourth quarter 
lastnight and led Air21 toa 103-99 
victory over San Miguel Beer that 
shoved the Express into the Talk N 
‘Text-PBA Fiesta Cup quarterfinals 
at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Santos added a free throw in 
the Express’ last four points in- 
side the final 16.7 seconds as 
‘Air21 pushed the Beermen into a 
knockout game with Sta. Lucia in 
the wild card starting tomorrow. 

Shawn Daniels also had a split 
in that closing spurt to wind up 
with 22, and Mark Clemence 
Telan finished off San Miguel 
with two more charities with five- 
tenths of a second remaining. 

“Even when we were losing a 
few games (near the end of the 
eliminations), I told the players 
that this was already an improve- 
ment,” said coach Bo Perasol, 
who made it past the wild card 
for the first time in five tries. 

Air21 finished its elimination 
round stint with a 10-8 card on 
Sunday and was dragged into this 
playoff. 

Not many pundits gave the Ex- 
pressa great chance at pulling off 
the win, especially since they 
were coming off a five-game los- 
ing streak and were playing with- 
outtop local scorer Gary David. 

David went under the knife last 


"week to repair an ACL tear, but 
the Express hardly showed signs 
of missing him with five Express 
hitting 14 points or more. 

Galen Young led the Beermen 
for the second straight game with 
31 points last night. But his efforts 
‘weren't enough to prop San Miguel 
up asit fell into a miss-you-die situ- 
ation with the Realtors. 

The other wild card pairing 
pits Purefoods against Coca-Cola 
with the winners advancing op- 
posite each other for the only 
quarterfinal berth staked in this 
round, 

As things stand, Air21 bagged 
the No, 5 seed, with Talk ’N Text 
snagging No. 4 and the loser of 
the Alaska vs Barangay Ginebra 
playoff at presstime taking No. 3. 

Niño Canaleta, the three-time 
Slam Dunk champion, scored 17 
of his 19 points in the final two 
periods while Aris Dimaunahan 
sparkled in David's absence by 
hitting 18. 

Danny Ildefonso was good for 
19 points for the Beermen, with 
the two-time winner of the MVP 
trophy tossing in eight in the 
fourth period in vain. 

The stores: 

First Game 

А821 103—Santos 23, Daniels 22, 
Canaleta 19, Dimaunahan 18, Telan 14, Se 
4, Andaya 3, Marquez, Torion 0, Arboleda 
D 

SAN MIGUEL BEER 98—Young 31, 
ldetonso 19, Gonzales 10, Cablay 9, Vi- 
lanueva 7, Tenorio 6, Pena 6, Racela 4, Es- 
pinas 3, Wilson 2, Calaguio 2. 

Quarters: 23-21; 59-50; 70-75; 103-99 


“We're in the group of death,” Reyes told the 
INQumea over the phone, a few minutes after 
leaming where Team Philippines landed after 
the Fiba Asia championship draw yesterday in 
Japan. 

“We're in the worst position we could be in,” 
continued Reyes. “We drew the biggest and best. 
teams in the (Asian) region." 

There was no luck in the draw for the Filipinos 
after they found themselves in the bracket of no 
less than mighty China and rock-solid Jordan 
and fran in Group A, making survival of the elim- 
nations a tough feat in itself. 

"The good thing about it is that if we survive 
the eliminations, the quarterfinals will be rela- 
tively easy" Reyes said. 

“You work so hard only to leave your fate to 
the luck of the draw” he continued. “This (RP) 
team and this country have come too far to be 
denied. We will go to Beijing or we will die try- 


“Tournament format will сай for the top two 
finishers in each of the four groups to march on 
to the quarterfinals, where another set of knock- 
cout matches will be held to determine the Fin 
Four 

‘Technically, the tournament will only stake 
опе slot to the Beijing Games, the hosts Chinese 
already seeded. That means that if China wins 
the Tokushima joust, only the second placer will 
goto Beijing. 

Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Japan are in Group B, Qatar, India, 
Kazakhstan and Indonesia are in Group С and 
Korea, Hong Kong, Syria and Chinese-Taipei 
making up the final bracket. 

Jordan was a solid force in the last Asian 
Games in Doha, Qatar, while Iran manhandled 
the Philippines three times in the Fiba Asia 
Champions Cup recenty in Tehran, Iran. 

Опе of those games against Iran was an exhi- 


bition during a break in 
the Champions Cups 
against the real Iranian na- - 
tional side that played with? 
ош its Champions Cup 
pons. 

Jordan, on the other 
hand, reached the final 
four of the Asian 
Games in Doha, 
Qatar. f 

Reyes said that 
it his not his style 
to dwell on the 
negatives. He 
emphasized that 
at this point, he 
wil focus “his 
sights on beat- 
ing Jordan and 
the Iranians 
and let China 
“take care of it 
self” 

Team Philip- 
pines, which 
was assembled 
last March after a 
two-year suspen: 
sion by the intema. 
tional basktball feder- 
ation (Fiba) was lifted 
finished fourth 
Champions Cup but 
undefeated in the Southeast 
Asian Basketball Association 
tournament in Thailand 


ple of weeks back 

Reyes still has two international 
tournaments to play in before flying 
to Japan for the Fiba Asia next month. 


mimoto 


REYES: We'll die trying. 


Rico-Romel trade up in board meeting | 


ACRUCIAL PBA BOARD MEETING WILL BE 
held today mainly to discuss the controver- 
sial Restricted Trading List, which at least 
two prominent members said is hurting the 
league. 

The meeting is set at lunchtime at the 
league's office in Libis, and most, # not all, are 
expected to be there. 

Chair Ricky Vargas of Talk N Text expressed 
confidence that “the gentlemen of the board” 
will be able to discuss things and settle the is- 


OF A WORLD RECORD. 


sue at the soonest possible time. 

Former chair Buddy Encarnado of Sta. Lucia 
and Alaska’s Joaqui Trillo were both very open 
in discussing the loopholes in the RTL with me- 
diamen last week. 

"They said that they are not the only teams 
seeking clarification on how the three-team, 
three-player trade involving Romel Adducul 
and Enrico Villanueva and sister teams Pure- 
foods and San Miguel was approved. 

Though Vargas said that the letter of request 


that he got specifically questioned only the | 
RTL, Trillo, in particular, said that he’ would bat ^; 
for the revocation of commissioner Nol Eala's 7 
approval of the trade. i 

"We want to know what's really going on,” ` 
Trillo had said. 

"The protesting members claim that the RTL 
was not implemented in its first true test, when 
Red Bull's Villanueva was dealt to San Miguel 
for Adducul after being stricken off Red Bull's 
RTL. MusongR. Castillo 


moving forward 
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Lyceum Two do-or-die PBL 
duels today 


“keep slate 
spotless 


GAMES TODAY (The Arena) 
1 pm. Lyceum vs UST 
Эрл. San Sebastian vs Adamson 
рт, Ateneo vs FEU 


“TLYCEUM WILL TRY TO KEEP ITS RECORD 
blemished while San Sebastian seeks the 
second semifinal berth today in the Shakey's 
V-League women's volleyball tournament at 
The Arena in San Juan. 
,. Sporting a 5.0 slate, the Lady Pirates tangle at 
Ла pam. with the University of Santo Tomas Ti- 
gresses, the UAAP defending champions who are 
_onatwo-gameslide. 

Starring guest players Josielyn Degorostiza 

and Cristina Salak, Sherilyn Carillo, Beverly 
Boto, Dahlia Cruz and Jane Kathleen Jarin, 
_lycetum has taken the entire league by storm, 
‘downing Ateneo, Letran, San Sebastian, Far 
Eastern University and Adamson to take the solo 
lead in the eight-team tournament. 

Сато ranks sixth in scoring, producing 81 
points so far, while Degorostiza is 10th with 72. 

UST, after suffering successive losses to Adam- 
son and San Sebastian for a 2-3 card, isin danger 
of missing the semifinals of this event which it 
topped in its inaugural staging in 2004. 

"The SSC Lady Stags take on the Adamson La- 
dy Falcons at 3 p.m., eyeing their fifth win in six 
games and the second semis seat behind 
Lyceum. 

Thai guest player Jaroensri Bualee will again 
spearhead San Sebastian with her attacking 
Skills that have ranked her first in that depart- 
ment with a 38.74 success average. 

Ateneo stands to gain at least a tie for a semis 
‘berth with a win over FEU in the 5 p.m. match. 
© Assistant playing coach and guest player Kan- 
chana Jindarat, also from Thailand, is a doubtful 
starter for the Lady Eagles after suffering from 
back spasms during the fifth set of their 25-16, 
25-20, 22-25, 20-25, 13-15 defeat to Adamson 
last Tuesday. 

Jindarat is herself a replacement for injured 
‘compatriot and fellow guest player Intuan Nam- 

~ phon. 
Jindarat is good for at least 13 points per 
‘game and has a 34.97 successful attack average, 
third overall in theleague. Romina $. Austria 


JCINTAL will play a crucial role anew 
for Harbour Centre. 


JMGUAOPUNZALAN 


GAMES TODAY (Olivarez Sports Center 
2p.m— Toyota Balintawak vs Cebuana 


ишег 


4 p.m.—HenkekSista vs Harbour Centre 


TWO SUDDEN DEATH MATCH- 


esin the semifinals. 


Ina thrilling twist, the two final- 
ists of the PBL Unity Cup will be de- 
cided today after a couple of do-or- 
die matches at the Olivarez Sports 


Center 


Tt will be the Cebuana Lhuillier 
Moneymen against the Toyota Bal- 
intawak Road Kings at 2 p.m., while 
the defending champion Harbour 
Centre Batang Pier tangle at 4 p.m. 
with the Henkel Sista Super Seal- 


ers. 


‘The survivors will forge a best-of- 
five title series beginning this Satur- 


day. 


“I have great faith in my players, 
sowith the momentum swinging to 
our side, we hope to make it to the 
championship round,” said coach 
Luigi Trillo of top seed Cebuana, 
‘which managed to бе the best-of 
three series with Toyota Balintawak 


after a 71-62 win Tuesday. 


"This is our first season in the 
league so well do everything to 
make our first year memorable,” 
added Trillo, who lost Game 1, 68- 


65, last weel 


Despite dropping an 81-78 deci- 
sion that kept Henkel Sista alive al- 
so Tuesday, Harbour Centre re- 
mains favored in its quest for a third 


straight championship appearance 
in the face of reports that FiLAm 
Ryan Reyes may not suit for the Su- 
per Sealers after aggravating a 
groin injury. 

The Batang Pier won the semifi- 
nal opener, 87-62, with Reyes sit- 
ting it out after getting injured early 
in the contest. 

Harbour coach Jorge Gallent also 
expects his wards to drop their indi- 
vidualistic plays which he said 
doomed his team last Tuesday. 

“Our individual plays killed us. 
We didn't kick the ball out, said 
Gallent of their Game 2 loss where 
his boys made only 12 assists, 
which was a low mark for the team 
this season. 

MVP race leader Jason Castro, JC 
Intal and Jonathan Fernandez are 
also expected to step up for Har- 
bour, although Henkel Sista is not 
intimidated a bit going into the cru- 
cial match. 

“We proved that we can beat a 
strong team like Harbour" said 
Henkel's coach Caloy Garcia, 

Meanwhile, Toyota Balintawak 
hopes to come up with the same 
Game 1 formula that allowed it stop. 
top Moneymen Ken Bono, Erick 
dela Cuesta and Ariel Capus. 

But for the Road Kings to reach 
the finals for the second time in 
three conferences, they have to get 
a super-charged performance from 
former MVP Fil-Am Joe Devance. 

‘Mare Anthony Reyes 


‘Asian basketball still an infant’ 


SEOUL—FIBA ASIA -PRESIDENT 
Sheikh Saud Bin Ali Al-Thani believes 
basketball has ‘the potential to be- 
come the region's number one sport, 
but admits it is still in its infancy. 

“If we persist in what we are doing 
with a litle more perseverance, the days 
are not far off when basketball will be- 
come the most popular sport in the con- 
tinent at all levels,” he told the website 
ofthe sports governing body. 


“My dream is to see an Asian nation 
become thé champion of the world 
among both men and women. And I'm 
sure we will work our hardest in turning 
that dream into a reality" 

While Chinese, Filipino, Japanese 
and Korean fans have embraced the 
sport, it has been slower to hit home 
elsewhere. 

Asia has also failed to produce stars 
ofits own with China's Yao Ming the ex- 


ception, acting as the region's face in the 
NBA. 

Last year, the Houston Rockets center 
pointed out the need for a development 
system similar to US youth and college 
basketball or European leagues where 
Asians can perfect their skils against 
higher-level talent. 

The Qatari Sheikh said a blueprint 
was being drawn up to take the game to 

thenext level. 


RP karatekas hag six ош medals in Thailand 


is paid in full and $ 
Applicable for 10% 


PHILIPPINES 


TEAM PHILIPPINES, REPRESENT- 
ей by the Karate Development Arts 
and Sports (KDA), bagged six gold 
medals en route to a third-place fin- 
ish in the recent Thailand Open 
Karate-do Championships held at 


the Saphan Hin gym in Phuket. 
The 18member Team 


Federation. 


Vietnam topped the nine-nation 
meet with 12 gold medals, host 
"Thailand finished second with eight 
golds while Kazakhstan had five 
gold medals for fourth spot. All 
three nations, along with Brunei 
Darussalam, fielded their Southeast 


Asian Games teams. 


‘The Filipino gold medal winners 
were: Kiana Cardeno (2), 9-11 
years old girls kata and 10-11 years 


XDA- 
Philippines also took home 5 silver 
and 11 bronze medals in the event. 
hosted by the Thailand Karatedo 


old girls kumite; Mabel Arevalo (2), 
12-14 years old giris kata and 12-13 
years old girls kumite; Charles 
Bonagua, 10-11 years boys kumite; 
and Miguel Villasis, 9-11 years old 
boys kata 

Settling for silver medals were 
Kevin Salas (2), 15-17 years old 
boys kata and 16-17 years old boys 
kumite; Carelia de Castro, 16-17 
years old girls kata; Jose Rabin 
Carandang, 6-7 years old boys ku- 
mite; and Prince Zipagan, 911 
years old boys kata. 

The team, headed by national 
team coach David Lay, also pro- 
duced bronze medalists in Joshua 
Santos (two medals), Rachel Cud- 
en, Reden Cuden, Aliza Leon, 
Charles Bonagua, Prince Zipagan, 
Miguel Villasis, Concepcion, Joy 
Ruiz, Jonnie Ocular and Reiner de 
Leon. 
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Explosive PBA 
meet on tap 


TODAY AT HIGH 
noon, the PBA 
board meets at 
its new Libis of- 
fice to tackle the 
Enrico, Villanue- 
va-Romel Addu- 
cul trade which 
has caused ma- 
jor dissension in 
the 34-year-old 
basketball 
league. 

As reported in the papers, four disgrun- 
бей baliclubs led by Alaska will appeal for 
the nullification of the trade in what is ex- 
pected to be a most explosive meeting, 

I don't know if this was also published in 
the papers, but 1 heard from one of the 
teams that a walkout is set to be staged if 
the trade isnot reversed. 

Going step further, there was also a re- 
port in one of the broadsheets that a break- 
away by the four teams from the league 
could ensue ifthe trade is not voided, 

Whether any of these drastic steps will 
be taken is for us to find out after today’s 
meeting where a hundred percent atten- 
dance is expected. 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis __ 


With such a volatile situation, I asked 
PBA chairman Ricky Vargas, who did not 
expect to be confronted with such a 
predicament on the penultimate month 
of his term, for his prognosis of today's 
meeting. 

Ricky was quick to answer. 

"Could be bloody" he said. "This is a 
chairman's challenge on facilitation and 
statesmanship. In the end, hopefully it. 
would be a collegial decision." 

After 34 years of the PBA, I told him. 
that it always is, just like a television se- 
ries that has become so predictable. 

But then again, who knows? There 
just might be а surprising twist, for a 
change. 

From Japan, Samahang Basketbol ng 
Pilipinas executive director Patrick Grego- 
rio relayed the results of yesterday's FIBA 
‘Asia Meris Championship draw results 
where the Philippines landed in Group A 
with China, Jordan and Iran. 

Just about everyone, including SBP 
chairman Ricky Vargas, felt it is going to be 
one tough uphill battle for the Filipinos. 

Pato, on the other hand, while initially 
unhappy with the bracketing, because we 
ended up in a tough group, came to realize 
the brighter side of the picture. 

"The good thing about this bracketing is 
we will not meet China in the next round," 
said Pato who added that Group C (with 
Qatar, India, Kazakhstan and Indonesia) 
was the weakest bracket. 

"The recent demise of PBA fan Illumi- 
nada Pagala (Aling Luming) has been 
giving Mrs. Belen Fran the creeps. 

Mrs. Fran, mother of Talk ‘N Text 
cager Patrick and the elder Raymond, 
was awarded a trophy of appreciation 
by the PBA for being one of the league's. 
most loyal fans. 

‘The other two were Aling Luming and 
Jolens, whose full name I can't remem- 
ber at the moment. 

Jolens died about two years ago after 
falling off a motorcycle and hitting her 
head in the pavement, 

Aling Luming, on the other hand, died 
ofa stroke recently. 

According to Mrs, Fran, this is not a 
healthy trend. 

‘To break the spell, she plans to return 
the memento awarded to her by the 
PBA. 


ries, chattel mortgage, LTO registration, discounts or TFS Financing Packages. 
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Alcano shoots for World Masters 


FILIPINO DOUBLE WORLD CHAMPION 
(WPA 9-ball and WPA 8-ball) Ronato Al- 
cano opens his bid in the 2007 PartyPok- 
ernet World Pool Masters against for- 
mer world trick shot ruler Fabio Petroni 
of Italy starting tomorrow at the Hotel 
Zuiderduin, Egmond aan Zee, in Hol- 
land. 

Alano reached the semifinal round in 
the second leg of the 2007 Guinness 9-ball 
tour last month in Kaohsiung, Taiwan . He 
made it to the quarterfinal round in the in- 
augural leg of the Guinness 9-ball tour in 
Aprilin Jakarta, Indonesia. 

"Tm in deep training these days, includ- 


in Filipino before leaving the country last 
‘Tuesday. “There are many foreign tourna- 
ments slated this year” 

After two legs of the Guinness toux, Al- 
cano has a total of 70 ranking points, good 
for fourth spot in the order of merit being 
lorded by Taiwanese Chang Jungiin (90 
points), Yang Ching-shun (90 points) and 
Chao Fong-pang (80 points). 

The Masters offers а total prize of 
562,000 (about P29 million) with the 
winner getting $20,000. First round losers 
will collect $1,500. 

Matches will adopt the race-to-eight, al- 
temate break format with a 45-second 
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mated. 

The 34year-old Alcano, mainstay of 
Bugsy promotion, said he's been practicing 
against Hall of Famer Efren "Bata" Reyes of 
Puyat Sports and reigning National Open 
‘champ Lee Vann Corteza of Negros Billiard 
Stable at the Bugsy Lairs pool house in 
Quezon City: 

‘Alcano and Corteza are invited to play 
in the third leg of Guinness 9-ball tour on. 
June 15-17 at the Gentings Highland Re- 
sort in Malaysia alongside Bugsy stable- 
mates Jeffrey de Luna and Roberto 
Gomez. 

They will also join the $50,000 winner- 


title 
pions in August at the Mohegan Suns Casi- 
no in Unscasville, Connecticut. 

Last year's edition of the Masters saw 
Ralf Souquet of Germany beat Filipino- 
Canadian Alex Pagulayan, 8-4, in the fi- 
nals. Souquet, eyeing his sixth Masters ti- 
tle, takes on David Alcaide of Spain in the 
first round. 

Other first round matches pit Japanese 
Naoyuki Oi vs German Oliver Ortmann; 
Chinese Li He-wen vs Scot Pat Holtz; Eng- 
lands Imran Majid vs The Netherlands’ 
Niels Feijen; Taiwanese Wu Chia-ching vs 


Canadian Tyler Edey and Malta's Tony 
Drogo vs Germany's Thomas Engert. 


ing playing in money games,” Alcano said 


PBC OPEN 


Liza leads; 
Coo moves 
up to 2nd 


NATIONAL TEAM MAINSTAY LIZA DEL 
Rosario and surprising Jeff Chan emerged as 
new leaders Tuesday in the Open singles of the 
36th PBC-Boysen International Open Tenpin 
Bowling championships at the SM Mall of Asia 
Bowling Center. 


Bowling Hall of Famer Bong 
Соо likewise made her move in 
Class A, moving just nine pins 
behind ‘pacesetter Anne Marie 
Kiac. 

Del Rosario grabbed the ladies" 
Open singles lead with a four- 
game series of 853 to relegate 
Lara and Apple Posadas to second 
and third places with outputs of 
814 and 803, respectively. 

Chan, one of the top bets of the 
Tenpin Bowling Association of 
Makati, averaged 246.5 (218, 
255, 247 and 266) to overtake 
Southeast Asian Games gold 
medal winner Markwin Tee for 
the lead with a 966 total as 
against Tee's 970. 

Another national pool mem- 
ber, Nicodemus Valderrama, lost 


his grip on the lead and dropped 
to third place with a 966. 

Timberpro’s Coo made 747 to 
trail Kiac's 756 while Liza Vicente 
occupies third at 720. 

RP junior bowler Jose Collins 
paces the men's Class A singles 
with а 993, Jehrt Santos follows 
with an 894 and Steve Robles is in 
third with an 891. 

Collins then joined Edrick Flo- 
rencio in topping the men's Class 
doubles event with an 866 to- 
tal, 14 pins ahead of RP team’s 
Chester King and Miguel Crisol, 
who combined for 852. 

Jojo Canare and Coo retained 
the ladies’ Class A doubles lead 
for the second straight day with 
their 785. 

Inquirer Sports Staff 


shot-clock. The loser of every tie gets elimi- take all International Challenge of Cham- 


t oe | 
[pé SERE 
FAMILY AFFAIR: The Dy Buncio family ruled the recent 42nd 
Summer Youth Program at the Wack Wack Golf and Country Club. 
Nicholas James or ‘Nicky’, 11 years old, (above) emerged overall 
champion in the Advanced Division using Proline Impact, according 
to officer-in-charge Edcel Regalado. His sister Andrea Rose, 10, (top. 
right) and brother Matthew, 6, finished I-2 in the Beginners’ Division 
using Proline Junior Star. 


Jaca staking WBO crown in Moscow 


BySalvenL. 
Lagumbay 


WORLD BOXING OR- 
ganization (АВО) 
Asia Pacific super 
featherweight cham- 
pion Jimrex Jaca will 
defend his _ title 


е ]IMREX JACA 
against undefeated 


Alisher Rahimov on June 30 at the Olympisky 


Sport Hall in Moscow, Russia. 


The bout will be Jaca's first since winning the 
title on a seventh-round knockout over Indone: 
sias Simson Butar- Butar last Feb. 24 in Cebu. 

‘Also at stake will be the IBF Inter-continental 
super featherweight crown. 

"The 29-year-old Rahimov, nicknamed "Al" 
holds a perfect record of 14 wins with 7 KOs. He 
is the interim Russian super featherweigh 
crown. 

He will be facing his fist foreign opponent in 
Jaca, who once challenged now reigning WBC 
super featherweight champion Juan Manuel 


Marquez of Mexico. 

‘Among Rahimov’ victims was former Manny 
Pacquiao opponent Serikzhan Yeshmagambetov, 
‘whom he stopped in the fourth round last year. 

Yeshmagambetov created a name for himself 
їп the country when he knocked down Pacquiao 
in their 2003 fight at the Luneta, only to be 
stopped in the fifth round. 

‘The 23-year-old southpaw Jaca, nicknamed 
“The Executioner” boasts of a 283-1, 13 KO 
record, and will be seeing action in his seventh 
overseas assignment. 


‘Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Espinola squash No. 1 


RICKY ESPINOLA KEPT HIS 
dominance in the local squash 
world by beating Robert Garcia in 
the finals of the recent SRAP Na- 
tional Circuit at the Makati Sports 
Club. Espinola won, 10-8, 4-9, 9- 
7, 9-4, to bag the Division 1 crown 
in the second leg of the tourney 
organized by the Squash Rackets 
Association of the Philippines. 
Former titlist Amel Begornia fin- 


ished third at the expense of 
Richard Espinola, 9-6, 9-4, 9-7. 

BJ. Austria emerged Division 2 
champion. He subdued Nelson Flo- 
те, 9-7, 10-9, 922, in the finals. 

Муса Arebado took third place 
bysubduing Ayssa Dalida, 9-6, 9-10, 
96,90. 

SRAP is headed by former Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee secretary 
general Romeo Ribano. 


pee — 


.,, SPORTSWATCH ......../ 
Diplomats to play in Romulo Invitational 
AMBASSADORS PETER BECKINGHAM OF ENGLAND AND RYUICHIRO YAMA- 
zaki of Japan and other heads of foreign missions in the Philippines are taking part 
in the Secretary Alberto G. Romulo Invitational Golf Cup 2007 on Sunday at the 
Wack Wack Golf and Country Club. Former President Fidel V. Ramos, Executive 
‘Secretary Eduardo Ermita, Mandaluyong Congressman-elect Neptali M. Gonzales 
И and Transportation and Communications Secretary Leandro R. Mendoza have 
been invited to hit the ceremonial balis at 7 am. Others who have confirmed their 
attendance are Ambassadors Riita Resch of Finland, Robert Уот ofthe Nether- 
lends, Peer Vermeulen of South Атса. Juan Felipe Pitty of Panama, Ramon 
Rechibei of Palau, Hong Jong-ki of South Korea, In May of Cambodia, Leuane 
Sombounkhan of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, Damien Gamiandu of 
Papua New Guinea and т M. Senevirathna of Sri Lanka. Other diplomats are 
Martin Brisbois, Jack Lazarus and Bil Marshall of Canada, Mahmudin of Indone- 
sia, Ndubuisi V. Amaku and Charles О. Akintunde of Nigeria; Tay Kim Chiew and 
Raymond Chow of Singapore. The event is intended to raise funds for the scholar- 
ship program and other projects of the DFA Ladies Foundation. 


Sports Tourism Forum at Subic Bay’s Legenda 

TO ENCOURAGE AND STIMULATE SPORTS TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
country Serahco Management Services, in cooperation with the Department of 
Tourism, Subic Bay Мегоройап Authority and Greater Subic Bay Tourism Bureau 
will hold a Sports Tourism Forum on June 26 at Legenda Hotel, Subic Bay Free 
Port Zone. Cynthia Carrion, undersecretary of Sports and Wellness, Department of 
‘Tourism, William ‘Butch’ Ramirez, chair of the Philippine Sports Commission, 
Joey Singian, managing director, Adidas Philippines; Jose Capistrano, deputy 
chai-PHILSOC, 2005 Southeast Asian Games and Princess Galura of IMG Philip- 
pines wil speak on topics relevant to sports tourism and sports marketing. The fo~ 
Тот is a must for event organizers, hotels, resorts, tourism councils, sports com- 
missions, schools, sports facilities, event sponsors, sports clubs, malis, sports as- 
socations, media organizations and tour operators to attend. Registration fee is 
P7O0, inclusive of meals and a certificate. Contact Ms Portia Zabala or Ariel Gal- 
liguez at (047) 2524199 and (047) 252 4123, or email at starhtel@mozcom com. 


GNC Live Well backs national cagers 1 
THE NATIONAL MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM HAS A NEW PARTNER IN 175 QUEST 
ofa sotin the 2008 Bejing Olympic Games. GNC Live Well, the leader of hh per- 
formance vitamin and food supplements, recently signed an agreement with the 
Philippine Basketball Association as the official supplement of the al-PBA RP. - 
‘squad. JV Borromeo, Chief Operating Officer of GNC, said he was thrilled at being 
able to play an important pat in the physical condition of th national cagers. RP 
‘team members who are already GNC users are Ginebra's Jayjay Helterbrand and 
Purefoods’ Kerby Raymundo. The Nationals wil be supplied with GNC Whey Přo- 
tein, Creatine, Mega Men Multivitamins, Glucosamine with Chondroitin and Vita- 
min C. The SMC AP Team is scheduled for tune-up tournaments in Belgrade, YY- 
дозама, Korea, Taipei and Manila before competing in the FIBA Asia Champi- $ 
onship set to start July 28 in Tokushima, Japan. A 


Puno, Uy lead NCA World Championship Derby 
INTERIOR SEC. RONNIE PUNO AND BEBOT UY ARE AMONG THE CO-LEADERS 
after the first day of the National Cockers’ Association (NCA) World Championship 
Derby at the Pasay City Cockpit on Tuesday. Puno entry, Wildwings Sundance 1, 
and Uy' entry, Bue Quartz, gamered two points each. Als with two points each 
are RT 114, мутит сот, LCC, PATL Winning Line, WTS Makati Coliseum I, 
RLB Fatman, SAF Fiscalizer and Red Creek 2. The entry Riverside follows with 1.5 
points. The second day of the event will be held tonight. The overall champion of 
the derby wil also be crowned NCA Cocker of the Year. 
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Teenager takes two tennis 


PARIS—CLUMSY COWS IN COLD CLIMATES CAN 
take heart: Maria Sharapova is in the semifinals of 


the French Open. 


Sharapova's best showing yet at Roland 
Garros represents a breakthrough on clay, 
her least favorite surface. Orly last week, 
the Siberian native complained the stuff 
made her fee! like “a cow on ice." 

But she found her footing to beat Rus- 
sian Anna Chakvetadze, 6-3, 6-4; in the 
‘quarterfinals Tuesday. E 

*"Twouldr'tsay I'm surprised,” Sharipo- 
va said. “Tm more proud and excited 
aboutit. I didn’t come off the court and go, 
"Wow, I'm in the semifinals.’ That wasn't. 

"really the feeling that Fhad. In any tourna- 

ment that I play, whether its on clay or 
mud or whatever itis, now what Pm ca- 
pable of and T believe in myself” 

‘Bidding for her third Grand Slam title, 
the No. 2-seeded Sharapova will play 
‘Thursday against No. 7 Ana Ivanovic. The 
other semifinal will be between top- 

aa <Tanked,Justine Henin and No. 4seeded 
Jelena Jankovic. 

‘Henin, who seeks to become the first. 


‘Open titles since Monica Seles in 1990-92, 
advanced by beating Serena Williams, 6- 
4,63. E 

Henin dominated with a vast array of 
shots, while Williams blamed herself for a 
sloppy, passive performance. 

$] never play like that,” Williams said. 
“Sometimes you've got to just step back 
and say, 'OK, try this, try that, or try Plan 
B? But 1 think my Plan В was to make er- 
Tors.” 

Ivanovic defeated -2006 runner-up 
‘Svetlana Kuznetsova, 6-0, 3-6, 6-1, and 
Jankovic beat No. 6 Nicole Vaidisova, 6-3, 
75. 

In the men’s semifinals Friday, top- 
ranked Roger Federer will uy to improve 
10 9-0 against No. 4-seeded Nikolay Davy- 
denko. 

Federer lost a set for the first time in 12 


- Grand Slam matches, but regrouped to 


beat No. 9-sceded Tommy Robredo, 7-5, 

1-6, 6-1, 62 Davydenko eliminated No. 

19 Guillermo Canas, 7-5, 6-4, 6-4. 
CR on sets 


titles 


Sharapova saic 

wouldn't be surprised if she 
wins the tournament, but 
she understood why her 
‘success this year at Roland 
Garros might be considered 


unexpected. 

"1 havent really played that much on 
day? she said. 

‘She grew up on hard courts and took 
quickly to grass, winning Wimbledon 
three years ago at age 17. But the lanky 
Sharapova has struggled with her move- 
ment on day although her French Open 
record was a respectable 11-3 in 2004.06, 
with two trips to the quarterfinals. 

The Russian has now surpassed those 
showings, even while nursing a sore tight 
shoulder. She missed nearly two months 
with the injury before returning in May for 


‘Chance for other | 


THURSDAY, JUNE 7,2007 


a French Open tuneup. 
“After being so up and 
down for sucha long period 
of time, you're just grateful 
for every single moment | 
you can be out on the court 
‘and feeling like you have a 
chance to be healthy, and 
youre out there enjoying 
yourself” Sharapova said. 
"Thats really what Tm do- 


ing. 
Shell have a big edge in 
experience against the 19- 
year-old Ivanovic, a first- 
time Grand Slam semifinalist. 

“Тт really excited to get so far" 
Ivanovic said, “and the tournament is sil 
not over 

Henin faces a potentially tough chal- 
lenge from Jankovic, who is 44-10 this 
year and-23-3 on day But two of those 
ay court losses came against Henin, who 
is 5-O against Jankovic. 

ч will try to find a way somehow to 
win," Jankovic said. “I think I can do it be- 
cause 1 feel that Im really physically very 
fit, and I feel like I move so well on the 
day" AP 


‘TEENAGER MARTINA GUBA CAPPED 
à memorable summer campaign by 
claiming two crowns in the Head 
Penn Masters Tournament at the Oli- 
vares Sports Center in Parafiaque re- 
cently. 


for the 16-under crown, before punc- 
tuating her dominance with a 6-1, 6-0 
conquest of Jasmine Tan Ho in the 18- 
under finals. 

Guba also outplayed the Olon- 
gapo-based Santiago, a silver medal- 


return from stints in the World Junior. 
Tennis Championships in India in 
April and the Junior Federation Cup 
in Malaysia in early May. 

She also topped the 16-under and 


The 14-year-old netter from La 
Carlota City Negros Occidental 
downed Regina Santiago, 6-3, 6-3, 


18-under semis. 


ist in the Palarong Pambansa, in the 


It was Guba's sixth crown since her 


18-under divisions of the Daza Cup 
and followed it up with a double 
crown in the Manila Polo Club tour- 
nament. Cedelf P Tupas 


Bright prospect for traditional boat rowers 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


technical director Nestor Ilagan 
told the Inguimer yesterday. 

The country swept all six tra- 
ditional boat race events two 
years ago when it hosted the 
Games. 

The Thai organizers had 
wanted to hold only two of the 
six events—the men’s and wom- 
en's 500-meter 10-a-side this 
time. But the country lobbied 
along with some member na- 
tions and Thailand relented and 
approved the inclusion of the 


WITH THE ADDITION OF TWO 
events, the country now has an 
ven stronger chance of retaining 
the overall championship of the 
traditional boat race in the Thai- 
land Southeast Asian Games this 
December. 

"As long as we all get to use 
standard equipment, I think we 
can easily win all four events,” 
National head coach and Philip- 
pine Dragonboat Federation 
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President 
‘Kereaintrational Cooperation Agency 


men's and women's 1,000m 10- 
aside. 

Left out were the men's 1000- 
mand 500-m 20-a-side. 

Ilagan pointed out, however, 
that the equipment of all entries 
should meet the specifications 
of the Asian Dragonboat Federa- 
tion and International Drag- 
onboat Federation. 

He noted that in 1995 in Chi- 
ang Mai, Thai officials provided 
rival competitors with sub-stan- 
dard boats and paddles. “I don’t 


want to make any accusations, 
but that’s what happened in Chi- 
ang Mai. I hope it won't happen 
now,” he said. 

The problem, according to 
Iagan, is that the ADBF and 
IDBF don't have a say in the bi- 
ennial competitions which are 
being run by a separate SEA tra- 
ditional boat race body. 

Tagan said that in the boat 
race, participants don't bring 
their own boats and paddles аз 
doing so would cost too much. 


CPC 


Clark Development Corporation. 
Cia Freeport Zone. Phippines| 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Clark Development Corporation, through its Special Bids and Awards Commitiog 
(ВАС), invtes consultants lo apply for eligibility and to bid for the hereunder 
project: 
Name of Project — FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE PROPOSED CENTRAL 
BUSINESS DISTRICT 
Са Freeport Zone, Philippines 
Consultancy Services for the Preparation of a 
Comprehensive Master Development Pian encompassing 
physical. socio-economic, marketing. and business plans to 
"ensure maximum economic use ofthe planning area as the 
Cental Business Distict for Central and Northern Region. 
For the Contract. Php 18,000,000 00 (VAT EXCLUSIVE) 
‘Contract Duration - Ninety-Eight (98) Calendar Огуз 
Prospective bidders should have local and Intemational experience in undertaking 
2 simlar completed project wih an amount of at least 50% ofthe proposed project 
for bidding. The Est of minimum requirements is indicated in the Eligibility Form. 
Eiigbty of prospective bidders shall be checked using а non-discreionary “pass! 
af criteria. Short-isting of еме consultants wil be done based on tne following 
стапа: experience of the consultant, qualification of personnel and current 
‘workload. Al ekle bidders shali make up the short. The evaluation procedure 
10 be adopted shali be Quality Based Evaluation (ОВЕ). Post-qualiicaion of the 
highest rated bid shall be conducted. 
‘All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Posi- 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions 
Of RA. S184 and ts Implementing Rules and Regulation (IRR). 


The complete schedule of actives is listed, as follows: 


Location 
Brief Description 


Activities _ 
‘Submission of Letters of intent 
‘and Application lor Eboibily 
issuance of Eigibily Forms 
‘Submission & Opening of 
рыну Requirements 


Schede ~~~ 
Und June 22, 2007 


June TZ, йт 
une 25, 2007 


The Eligibilty Screening Form wil be avaliable at the SBAC Secretariat Office, 
upon submission ot a Lear of intent (LOI) and Application for Egil, end upon 
Payment of a non-fefundable amount of Phpt 000.00 to the CDC-Cashier, 
‘Bid Documents will be availabe only to short-isted bidders upon payment of a 
‘non-refundable amount of Php 15,000.00 to tne COC-Casier. 

Special Bids and Awards Secretariat for 

Clark Central Business District 

o Engineering, Constructon and Maintenance Department 

Clark Development Corporation. 

2“ Floor Bg. 2127 E. Quirino Avenue, 

СОС Corporate Center, Clark Freeport Zoné, Philippines 2023 

Tel Nos. (045)599-9000 local 744 

Елтай sbac@clark.com.ph Website: www clark.com.ph 
СОС assumes по responsiblity whatsoever to compensate or indemnify bidders 
{or any expenses incurred in the preparation ofthe bid. COC reserves the right 1o 
accept or reject any bid, and to annul the bidding process and reject ай bids at any 
time pror o contract award, witout thereby incurring any Хаму to the affected 
bidder or bidders. 


Approved by: 
(502) ERNESTO S. GOROSPE 
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RP sports to shine' 


By June Navarro After arriving Tuesday night from 
a three-day SEAG Federation Coun- 
cil meeting in Nakhon Rachasima, 
Puentevella said the odds of captur- 
ing the overall plum are stacked 
heavily in Thailand's favor. 

The Bacolod congressman said 
that aside from the host country 
winning the crown since 2001, the 
Thais have consistently dominated 
the Games they've hosted. 

Thailand hosted and won what 
‘was then known as the Peninsular 
Games in 1959 followed by another 
overall win in 1975. It captured its 
first SEAG title in 1985 in Bangkok 
before lording it over again in the 
1995 Chiang Mai games. 

Meanwhile, the PSC has con- 
soled with the family of national 
volleyball player Ronie Borlagdatan, 
who was slain the other day during. 
a robbery in Cavite, even as it doled 
‘out P20,000 for his family. 

Ramirez said the donation will 
help augment the burial expenses of 
the 22-year-old spiker. The Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee is also set 
to help the family of Borlagdatan, a 
6-foot-2 standout of La Salle-Dasma 
indoor and beach volley teams. 

“There are no guidelines as tothe 
amount we have to shell out to na- 
tional players who died outside the 
line of dury, but we do this for hu- 
manitarian reason, said Ramirez. 
With a report from Marc Anthony 
Reyes 


INSTEAD OF PUTTING TOO MUCH 
focus on defending the Southeast 
Asian Games overall tile, officials 
should look at the coming sports 
gathering in Thailand as an opportu- 
nity for other non-performing disci- 
plines to shine. 

Philippine Spons Commission 
chair Wiliam “Butch” Ramirez of- 
fered this piece of advice following 
chief of mission Monico Puentevel- 
185 forecast that Team Philippines 
would land a decent second in the 
24th edition of the meet this year. 

“Weve been part of the SEA 
Games for a long time and based on 
experience, every host county has 
privileges that give them a strong 
chance of winning the overall 
crown,” said Ramirez. 

“So in our case, we should see it 
as an opportunity for фе other 
NSAs (national sports associations) 
to perform well this time,” he 
added. 

Ramirez was referring to bad- 
minton, squash, football and 
weightlifting among other disci- 
plines which failed to make their 
mark during the previous stagings 
ofthe 11-nation sports conclave. 

“We should make the most out of 
it (the SEAG exposure) and focus on. 
the performances of the NSAs which 
failed to deliver in the past,” said 
Ramirez. 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
dope 
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RP seen to strike mother lode of investments 


Metal production grew to P17.38B in 1st quarter 


By Amy R. Remo and T] Burgonio 


THE COUNTRY IS FAST 


BECOMING A FAVORITE 


of foreign mining investors—a development not loston 
environment groups who called on the government 
Monday to bar the entry of foreign firms with poor envi- 


ronmental records. 

Glowing prospects over the country's 
mining sector was shored up yesterday 
when Environment and Natural Re- 
sources Secretary Angelo Т. Reyes an- 
nounced that the value of metallic pro- 
duction grew by 56 percent in the first. 
quarter of the year to P17.38 billion, 
from P11.13 billion in the same period 
last year, due to continuing rise in world 


metal prices. 

Reyes said growth in metallic ourput 
proves that the revitalization program 
for the minerals industry is on the right 
track, sustaining the widely anticipated 
boom in the mining sector next year. 

Mines and Geosciences Bureau data 
showed that the driving force for the 
sustained metal price rise is the current 


supply and demand imbalance, where 
the present supply cannot keep pace 
with the rising demand for metals. 

Leading minerals like nickel, silver, 
copper and gold continued to enjoy bet- 
ter prices in the first three months of 
2007 as against last year. Prices were up 
by 180 percent, 38 percent, 18 percent 
and 17 percent, respectively. 

At the 7th Asia Pacific Mining Confer- 
ence and Exhibition, major mining com- 
panies, such as Oceana Gold Lad., Xstrata 
Copper and Anglo American Exploration 
Phils. Inc, have all committed to pour in 
more investments, citing strong govem- 
ment support, stable fiscal and legislative 
conditions and rich mineral resources. 
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Shares close 1.04 percent lower 
SHAREPRICESYESTERDAY for the industry. 
closed 1.04 percent lower on 
profit-taking following recent 
gains and a retreat in Wall 
Street overnight, dealers said. 
Mining stocks, however, 
rose amid upbeat prospects 


Only from BPI Family Savings Bank, 


Get a Dollar Ayala Life Insurance equivalent to бх your account's balance* 
No premium payments required. No medical check-ups needed. For your family, 


The composite index fin- 
ished down 37.67 points at 
3,570.47 after moving between 
3,565.32 and 3,608.46. 

The broader all-share in 
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a Dollar Savings Account with FREE Dollar Life Insurance up to $40,000. 


‚ up to $40,000 - absolutely FREE! 
from BPI Family. 


The BPI Family Savings Bank Get Started Dollar Savings Account comes with FREE dollar life insurance 
Coverage from Ayala Life Assurance, Inc. equivalent to 5 times your account's balance, up to $40,000. It also 
flees you interest and comes with a passbook for easy account monitoring You сар also open a Get Started 

leso Savings Account that comes with an ATM card with free life insurance up to P2 million. This way, you 
can avail Gf peso insurance coverage from your Get Started Peso Savings Account on top of the dollar 
insurance coverage you can get from the Get Started Dollar Savings Account! 


So come and visit any ВРІ Family Saving 


Bank branch today to open your new Get Started Dollar Savings 
Account and Get Started Peso Savings 


count You may even get the chance to win a Grand Vacation for. 
2 family of 4 at the Maldives for 5 days and 4 nights with $1,000 pocket money іп BP!'s "A World of 
Compliments" promo. 


For regulatory compliance in opening an account, please present your 2 identification cards, 
recent D picture and a photocopy f your insest uly biling statement. 
For more information, сай 89-100 or visit any BPI Family Savings Bank branch. 
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Get started on tomorrow. 
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DOF cites need to exempt low earners from tax 


By Michelle V. Remo 
TOP FINANCE OFFICIAL YESTERDAY 
ted the pressing need for a law that 
{would exempt minimum-wage earners 
“from the income tax. 
{We (the Department of Finance) like 
Eo have that proposal enacted into law by 


L 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


Liabilities of minimum-wage workers reported to be rising 


the next Congress,” Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves told reporters. 

The need for a law exempting mini- 
mum-wage éarners from paying income 
tax has become urgent, especially after 


Malacafiang last year issued an executive 
order directing employers not to with- 
hold the tax of their low-wage earners. 
‘The executive order was supposed to 
provide temporary relief for low-income 
‘workers who had been burdened 
by the two-percentage-point in- 
crease in the value-added tax last 
year. But a law formally exempt- 
ing minimum-wage еатез 
from the income tax still has to 


be passed, finance officials stressed. 

They explained that, in the absence of 
a law, minimum-wage earners still have 
to pay income tax. The matter has be- 
come a problem because income tax lia- 
bilities of minimum-wage earners have 
already accumulated following the lift- 
ing of the withholding mechanism. 

Minimum-wage eamers are those whose 
monthly salary is P5,000 or below, or whose 
annual salary does not exceed P60,000. 
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Minimum-wage eamers also include those 
whose daily pay is P325 or below. 

‘Also covered by the withholding tax 
exemption are government employees 
with salary grades 1 to 3. 

‘According to Teves, the government 
can afford to exempt minimum-wage 
earners from the income tax, especially 
now that the country's fiscal condition 
has been improving. 

He said that, once the tax exemption is 
enforced, the government would stand 
to lose only P600 million in potential rev- 
enues a year. 


Shares close 1.04... 


From page BI 
dex fell 19.96 points to 2,276.05. 

There were 68 decliners and 53 advancers, 
while 48 stocks were unchanged. 

Volume amounted to 9.6 billion shares 
worth P4.7 billion ($102.3 million dollars). 

“It was purely a technical correction, with 
investors using the weakness in the US mar- 
kets as an excuse to take profits,” said Jose 
Vistan of AB Capital Securities. 

He predicted the market would find sup- 
port at 3,500-3,520. 

Top-traded Metropolitan Bank and Trust 
Co. fell P1 to P66. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. re- 
treated by P30 to P2,595. 

Food and beverage firm San Miguel Corp.'s 
Acshares rose 50 centavos to P67, but its B- 
shares fell P1.50 to P74. 

In the mining sector, Geograce Resources 
Philippines Inc. was up 15 centavos at P2.65 
and Atlas Consolidated Mining and Develop- 
ment Corp. advanced 50 centavos to P19. AFP 


Double mining 


THREE- FOREIGN MINING 
moguls—billionaires all—are here 
їп Manila for the ongoing Asia-Pa- 
cific mining conference. 

‘They are David Lowell (owner of 
the US firm Lowell Mineral Explo- 
ration), Owen Hegarty (managing 
director of the S4-billion Australian 
firm Oxiana Ltd.) and Dato Mohd 
Ajb Anuar, president of the 
Malaysian Chamber of Mines. 

No wonder, security was tight at 
the Makati Shangri-La Hotel! 

Nobody can tell if the worlds 
mining moguls and their executives 
love to come here simply because 
they enjoy our sweltering weather. 

To the local mining people, any- 
way, their presence has double 
meaning. Sure, mining guys never 
stop looking for prospects. But this 
cute administration of Gloriaetta is 
also smiling secretly over their com- 
ing over, because the Palace is dead 
serious in trying to revive" the min- 
ing industry. 

The Asia-Pacific conference previ- 
ous to this one was also held here in 
Manila a litle more than a year ago. 
You know, double in two years! 

Ir seems the choice of conference 
venue has something to do with 
Chamber of Mines of the Philip- 
pines president Phillip Romualdez, 

He also happens to be the presi- 
dent of the Asean Federation of Min- 
ing Associations. Usually, the federa- 
tion president serves for only a year. 
Romualdez is оп his second one-year 
term now. The other member coun- 
tries insisted on his staying. 

Why is that? Let me guess: Ruffa's 
divorce? I really think that this coun- 
пувоп the way toa mining revival. 


$56-billion Australian group Xstra- 
та. Thats the word from Xstrata 
CEO Charlie Sartain, who just gave 
atalk in the ongoing conference. 

From what I gathered, the Tam- 
pakan mines actually cover the mu- 
nicipalities of Tampakan (South 
Cotabato), Kiblawan (Davao del 
Sur) and Columbio (Sultan Ku- 
darat). 

Studies done by a company 
called Sagittarius Mines Inc, or 
SMI, which is the original local 
aim holder, confirmed mineral re- 
source of almost 2 billion tons, con- 
taining 11.6 million tons of copper 
and 14.7 million ounces of gold. 

Last December, SMI received the 
Presidential Mining Industry Envi- 
ronmental Award, the highest 
award to be given to a mining com- 
pany by the Philippine Mine Safety 
and Environment Association. 

The award recognizes the efforts 
of mining companies in environ- 
mental protection projects and 
community development. 

As a policy according to Sartain, 
Xstrata sets aside at least one per- 
cent of its pretax profits for pro- 
grams for the communities on its 
mine sies. 

Xstrata thus landed last year оп 
theroster of the Dow Jones Sustain- 
ability Index. 

Companies in the index are se- 
lected based on how they integrate 
“long-term economic, environmen- 
tal and social aspects in their busi- 
ness strategies while maintaining 
global competitiveness and brand 
reputation.” 

In short, business with a con- 
science! 
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Zero is a real number. 


For the sake of the remaining movie 
stars in the Senate, Lowell Mineral 
Exploration has joint venture explo- 
ration programs with major mining 
companies in Chile, Ecuador and 
Mexico. 

As its owner, Lowell works as a 
consultant for more than a hundred 
companies and govemments in 
some 25 countries. 

His record shows seven major 
“finds” so far—and still counting! 

The Australian fim Oxiana, 
whose managing director is here, 
produces gold and copper from two 
mines in Laos. 

At the moment, it is also doing 
exploration work in China, Thai- 
land, Laos and Cambodia. 

1 think you can easily figure out 
why its managing director is here in 
Manila. 


No interest up to 3 years on Audi A4 units. 
No cost on regular maintenance 
labor and parts for 2 years. 
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Following is the final installment 
the “reaction” letter from Insurance 
Commissioner Evangeline Escobil- 
lo: 

“The Commission did not sus- 
pend licensing of new companies 
D. O. No, 19-2006 issued on May 
15, 2006 requires at least P1 billion 
to be licensed as new insurance 
company—an adequate capitaliza- 
tion to süstain public and investor 
confidence in the insurance indus- 
try and to be competitive regionally 
and globally 

“The insurance industry is not on 
а downtrend. Numbers do not lie. 
For 2006, the life insurance indus- 
уз Premium Income increased to 
P513 billion from P47 billion in 
2005, or a 9.14% annual growth. 
The fistyearpremiums rose to 
P17.5 billion in 2006, from P15.8 
billion in 2005, or a 10.90% jump. 
Onthe other hand, the nonlife gross 
premiums posted’ 13.60% annual 
growth, from P28.9 billion in 2005, 
o P32.8 billion in 2006. 

"Honorable Finance Secretary 
‘Teves did not tell anyone that 1С 
will not implement the capital in- 
crease in 2006 and we are not sus- 
pending implementation of such in- 
crease. 

"The Insurance Commission has 
а 10-point regulatory reform initia- 
tives simultaneously ongoing to im- 
prove the condition of the industry 
not only in terms of capitalization 
but also observance of the 28 Insur- 
ance Core Principles of the Intema- 
tional Association of Insurance Su- 
pervisors.” 


According to Environment Secre 
tary Angelo Reyes, mining compa- 
nies have already committed P20 
billion for environmental protection 
and management programs. 

Moreover, they committed to set 
aside some Р500 million for liveli 
hood, educational and health pro- 
grams in their mining areas. 

The secretary estimates that the 
programs will benefit around 400 
barangays. 
= The programs can help this cute 
adminisration defend its policy to 
revitalize the mining sector before 
the so-called “civil sociery” 

This cute administration is tar- 
geting investments in the sector to 
reach $6.5 billion until Gloriaetta 
steps down in 2010, hopefully 

In the last two-and-a-half years, 
р IN actual investments reached only 

$700 million. 

‘That's $5.8 billion more to gol 
The Tampakan copper and gold 
mines in Mindanao is the largest 
development project so far of the 
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From page Bl 
Mining companies 
such as Lowell Mineral 
xploraton LLC has 
en drawn “to improv- 
ing prospects in Philip- 
pine mining," according 
to Lowell chief execu- 
tive J. David Lowell 
He said the pres- 
ence of skilled Filipino 
miners, engineers and 
manager accounted 
for the bullish outlook 
for the Philippines 
“While foreign min- 
ing companies used to 
bring in skilled workers 
from overseas to the 
Philippines, the re 
is now true, with many 
reign mining firms 
pirating Filipino work- 
em for mining jobs 
abroad,” Lowell said. 
There are now 18 
operating mines in the 
county, 15 cement 
plants and quarries, 
one nickel processing 
plan, one 
smelter and m 
2,000 quarries and 
small-scale mining op- 
erations. Currently in 
the pipeline are 23 
mining development 
projects and 41 explo- 
ration projects 
Last year gross pro- 
duction value бот 
mining amounted to 
about $1.3 billion. 
Oceana Gold CEO 
Stephen Orr said that 
the firm has earmarked 
$5 million for explo- 
alone and 
to spend 
$155 to $170 million 
lop its Didipio 
ld resource 


expenses tripled to $4.5 
million in 2006 from 


Walters said they 
expect expenses to 
double to $9.5 million 
this year as the compa- 


cio C. Ramos, director 
of Mines and Geo- 
science 
government is 
about prospects for an 
industry takeoff next 
year, but cautious of 
the challenges that 
come with increas 
mining activi 
“The govern 
believes ас 
as 
responsi- 
bly—can be prope 
ple and proenviron- 
ment in creating 
"wealth and improving 
quality of life of the 
Filipinos,” he added. 
Ramos stand was 
echoed by environ- 
ment groups that had 
been urging the gov 
emment to carefully 
vet the background of 
foreign mining firms 
nting to do busin 
inthe county. 
Defend Patrimony 
convenor Clemente 
Bautista cited the cases 
of BHP Billiton and 
‘Anglo-American. 
Bautista said that 
BHP Billiton was being 
wooed by President 


filed by the Ninerum 
Je of Papua New 
Guinea over mine tail- 
ings that flowed into 
Fly and Ok Tedi rivers. 
‘Anglo-American, on 
the other hand, was 
named by the Canada 
Commission for Envi- 
ronmental Coopera- 
tion as one of the main 
toxic lead polluters 
throughout — Nonh 
‘America, he added. 
"We have learned of 
notorious human 
rights and environ 
mental track record of 
‘Anglo American in 
South Africa and Latin 
America,” he said. "We 
do not want this to 
happen in the Philip- 
pines.” 
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› remittances 


to RP going down, says BSP 


More OFWs now prefer to tap banks 


IPR training 
center launched 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE 
yesterday launched a training center as it 
pushed for the commercialization of “intangi- 
ble assets,” which experts said would help 
bring out all the potentials and real values of 
various businesses and economic activities. 

Dubbed Intellectual Property Research and 
‘Training Institute (ТРЕТІ), the training center 
is envisioned to be the center of IP education 
inthe country and in the region. 

Adrian S. Cristobal Jr., IP Philippines Direc- 
tor General, said education on IP was one of 
the drivers of national development and in- 
culcating this in the consciousness of Filipinos 
would help foster creativity. 

Cristobal said the emphasis on IP education. 
‘as a means to disseminate the importance of 
JP rights to promote creativity, innovation and 
‘competitiveness was among the directives of 
Malacafiang. 

‘Also, the IPRTTs launch marked IP Philip- 
pines activities to celebrate the 10th year of 
“the Intellectual Property Code. 

“When IP (creators)—scientists, inventors, 
academics, business owners, artists and those 
jn the creative industries—are informed of 
their rights, they protect and benefit from 
their creations,” the lawyer said. 

Ramon L. Clarete, technical director of 
Economic Modernization through Efficient 
Reforms and Governance Enhancement 
(Emerge), said Philippine companies have yet 
to maximize the benefits of IP 

Emerge is a contractor engaged with the 
US Agency for International Development, 
which has worked closely with IP Philippines 
in IP education and training among govern- 
ment officials, academicians and other stake- 
holders. 

"We have, for example, a study that shows 
that the sale of a bakeshop to a fast food chain 
‘was undervalued because the (bakeshop's) 
worth as a trademark was not played up,” 
said Clarete, who is also an economics profes- 
sor at the University of the Philippines. 


For your Classified and Obituary Ads please call 637-2008 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS SAID 
the adoption of advanced technology jn fi- 
nancial services had helped reduce the cost of 
sending foreign exchange remittances 
through banks. 

Ina primer on matters concerning overseas 
Filipino workers, the BSP noted a substantial 
reduction in the cost of sending remittances 
to the Philippines from the United States, 
United Kingdom, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

“Remittance companies heeded the call of 
the BSP to make the delivery of remittances 
faster, safer and more efficient. Remittance 
channels have improved because of the adop- 
tion of advanced systems and new technolo- 
gies,” the BSP said. 

Data from the primer showed that transfer- 
ring $400 from one's bank account in the 
United States to another account in the same 
bank here in the Philippines would now cost 
between $7.09 and $11.59. In 2001, the same 
transaction would have cost the sender be- 
tween $8 and $12. 

The BSP also said transferring $600 from 
one's bank account in the United Kingdom to 
another account in the same bank in the 
Philippines would now cost between $7.85 to 


$11.73. Six years ago, the same transaction 
would have cost the sender between $9.48 
and $13.96. 

From Hong Kong to the Philippines, remitting 
$200 would now cost only $3.11 to $745. In 
2001, this would have cost $3.92 to $5.85. 

‘The BSP said technological services adopt- 
ed by remittance companies included Inter- 
net banking, phone banking and banking 
through the use of short messaging. 

In the past, the BSP had been calling on 
banks and non-bank remittance companies to 
trim the cost of money transfers, which were 
said to be burdensome for the OFWs and their 
families. 

OFWs have been credited for helping boost 
the economy. The increasing remittances to 
their families were said to have increased 
household consumption that led to growth in 
aggregate demand. 

The BSP earlier said it was expecting OFW 
remittances to grow by 5 percent this year to 
$147 billion from last year's $14 billion, as 
the number of OFWs are expected to further 
increase this year. 

The rise in OFW remittances is also credit- 
ed for the appreciation of the peso, which re- 
cently broke into the 45-10-51 territory to hit 
its highest level in more than six years. 


Boom in Internet TV seen 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


ABS-CBN BROADCASTING CORP SEES A 
ооп in Internet TV services, which itis sell- 
ing in monthly and pay-per-view subscription. 
packages, network chair and CEO Eugenio 
Lopez Ш told reporters. 

“We expect the Internet to be where our 
audience would watch most of our content 
in the coming years because of its ability to 
provide content whenever, wherever,” 
Lopez said 

The media conglomerate's Internet- 
based video-on-demand service, ABS- 
CBNnow!, has about 60,000 subscribers 
worldwide 


Most of them are in the United States and 
the United Kingdom. The rest are in Japan, 
the Philippines and other markets. 

ABS-CBN aims at hitting P1 billion in net 
income this year. 

Lopez said the company had earmarked 
about P1.5 billion in capital pending this 
year for maintenance of its products and 
services and another P1 billion for its digi- 
tal TV, which will be launched by the 
fourth quarter. 

The network will also install about one mil- 
lion DTV boxes, mainly in Southern Luzon, 
where signal reception of Channel 2 is weak. 
DTV subscription will cost a consumer P1,000 
in one-time payment. 
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LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
SKILLED WORKER & OPERATOR 
Two (2) Civil Engineer Опе (1) Forklift Operator 
Two (2) Crane Operator Two (2) Rigger 

QUALIFICATIONS: 


Male (atleast 25-45 years of age) 
High School / College Graduate 
Hardworking 
With a positive outlook towards industry work 
Necessary with experience 

* Can speak and understand English 


IF YOU THINK YOU ARE QUALIFIED, CAPABLE TO DO THE JOB, WILLING TO 
WORK WITH US AT Rosario Cavite, Economic Zone 
AND BE APART OF OUR GROWING AND COMPETITIVE COMPANY, KINDLY 
BRING YOUR BIO-DATARESUMÉ AT: 
HRD (S) PTE, FTI OFFICE located at LOT 38 MALUNGGAY ST., 
ЕП COMPLEX, TAGUIG, METRO MANILA 
or you may cali SIMON or BONG at # (02) 837-9784 /# (02) 837-7797 
emait: ti01@hrd-s.com 
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DR. SOCORRO DU-SANTOS 22 


“Coring » 


peacefully joined 
her Creator ori june 3, 2007 
at the age 87. 


Her remains lie in state at Nuestra Señora Della Strada 
Parish, Katipunan Avenue, Quezon City 


Interment willbe tomorrow, June 8, 2007 after the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass al the San Lorenzo Ruiz Chapel of the said parish. 


The bereaved family invites you to visit Mama Corngs 65 
remains dally from 6:00 a.m. to 12.00 m.n. & 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Land Bank of the Philippines invites suppliersimanutacturersidistributors/ 
contractors to apply for eligibity and to bid for the project as stated below: 


йет / Description Approved Budget 
553 pcs. 14K Gold Ring PT, 739,235.00 


The Bid Documents wil be available at the Procurement Department at the 
25th Floor, LANDBANK Plaza, 1598 M. Н. del Pilar cor. Dr. J. Quintos Sts. 
Malate, Малда starting June 7, 2007 upon payment of non-refundable fee of 
3,900.00. 


‘The Pre-Bid Conference shall be held at Procurement Department Conference 
Room at 10:00 AM, June 14, 2007. Bidding for the above requirement is 
scheduled on June 27, 2007 at 1:00 PM. 


Please address your queries to the Head-Secretariat, Bids and Awards 
Committee, or сәй 405-7370; 551-0000 locals 2290 & 2293. 


LANDBANK reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
process, and to reject ай Bids at any time prior to contract award, without 
hereby incurring any Бабу to the affected ег). 
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... OBITUARIES : 
ANTONIO LOPEZ © 
LAS MARIAS 


of Rosario, La Union 


PH, 


Died on June 4, 2007 


He is survived by his wife, Lorena Cornel Las 
Marias, and daughters, Lorraine Antonnete and 
Loren Ellinore. 


His remains lie in state at the family residence at 
# 49 Mc Arthur Hi-way Pob. West, Rosario, La Union. 


Interment will be on June 17, 2007. Mass will be 
held at UCCP, Rosario, La Union. 
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Fil-Estate, Megaworld 
to form joint venture 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


property and cash into the new 
‘company. The new company 
will also issue preferred shares 
to raise P3 billion. 

Also, Fil-Estate Land will is- 
sue stock warrants entitling 
Megaworld to subscribe to one 
billion new shares of Fil-Estate 
at an exercise price of P1.25 a 
share within five years from 
the issue date of the warrants. 

“We are very confident that 
Megaworld and Fil-Estate can 
collaborate closely to forge a 
successful partnership starting 
with the Twin Lakes Project. We 
believe Fil-Estate's strengths in 
the area of land banking, 
tourism or leisure development 
and marketing will comple- 
ment Megaworld's liquidity, its 
urban development capability, 
strong products and capital 
markets performance," Fil-Es- 
tate Land chair Robert John So- 
brepena said in a statement. 


PROPERTY FIRMS FIL-ESTATE 
Land Inc. and Megaworld 
Corp. have agreed in principle 
to form a strategic alliance 
through a co-development 
deal for the Twin Lakes Project, 
а 730-hectare leisure and 
tourism project at the Taal 
Ridge in Laurel, Batangas. 

‘The agreement is expected to 
be finalized upon the completion 
of due diligence procedures. 

Under the deal, a new entity 
will be created to pursue the de- 
velopment of the said Batangas 
property. The arrangement will 
also involve other members of 
the Fil-Estate group such as Fil- 
Estate Properties Inc. and Fil- 
Estate Management Inc. 

‘The two parties—Fil-Estate 
and Megaworld—or their affil- 
iates will infuse an initial capi- 
tal of P2 billion in the form of 


200,000 taxpayers seen 
applying for amnesty 


THE TAX AMNESTY LAW IS 
expected to attract 150,000 to 
200,000 tax delinquents into ap- 
plying for compromise settlements 

‘The Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue, in consultation with offi- 
cials of the Department of Fi- 
nance and some legislators, are 
drafting the laws implementing 
rules and regulations (IRR). Itex- 
pects to complete the draft before 
the Aug. 15 deadline. 

The law is aimed at encouraging 
tax delinquents to come out in the 
open and pay amnesty fees, and in 
the process enable the government 
to generate more revenue. 

It is also intended to pave the 
way for the inclusion in the BIR 
database of tax-delinquent indi- 
viduals and businesses that are 


not yet registered with the rev- 
enue agency. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil Bel- 
tran said expanding the ВІКУ 
database was an important way of 
improving the ВІК: tax collection 
in the future. He said there was a 
need to update the ВІК з taxpayers 
database, which was not reflective 
of the true number of taxpayers. 

Beltran said there were only 
2 million individual taxpayers 
in the BIR database, much low- 
er than the 34 million employed 
as recorded in the National 
Statistics Office. He, however, 
noted that the NSO record co 
ered even those who earn below 
minimum wage levels, and 
therefore not required to pay in- 
cometax. Michelle V Remo 


Kagawaran ng Pagsasaka 
Republika ng Pilipinas 
(National Agricultural and Fishery Council) 
PAMBANSANG PANGASIWAAN 
NG PAGSASAKA AT PANGINGISDA 
Diliman, Lungsod ng Quezon 
Tel. No. 926-8741 to 65 local 510 


Tender No. 30TH 2KR GAUF FY 2006 


INVITATION TO BID 


The National Agricultural and Fishery Council (NAFC) hereby invites 
sealed bids for the sale of 15,607 metric tons of ammonium sulphate fertilizer 
with shipment date on or before August 15, 2007 under the 2KR Grant 
Assistance for Underprivileged Farmers. 

Bid documents shall be available for issuance starting June 6, 2007 
кот NAFC BAC Secretariat upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Five 
Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00). 

For purposes of clarification, а pre-bid conference will be held on June 
8, 2007, 10:00 a.m. al the Apacible Conference Room, Apacible Hall, DA 
Compound, Eliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City. 

Fully completed sealed bids should be submitted not later than 
2:00 p.m. on June 12, 2007. Bids submitted after the scheduled time will 
not be accepted. 

For inquiries, please contact Ms. Floreliz P. Avellana at Tel. Nos 
929-8234 and 920-3992. 


(594) ELMER G. ESTIANDAN 
ВАС Chairman 
[RETE 
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— 
outstanding real estate loans in the first quarter. MUGTAR FOR MALES à толе CONTACT 


of the year, compared with year-ago level. nm | Paps 
"The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas said the out- ИОТ Рея 
standing loans reached P1845 billion in the ЖШШЕ soren panasan E 
first three months of the year, 0.97 percent low- Хва БАЛИСТЕ E --e ни 9300772 
ег than the Р1863 billion posted а year ago. зла 09172902321 fr obe and eter netur ac ec eget зано. 
"This resulted in a decline in the ratio of real es- 
tate loans to the banks’ total outstanding loan 
portfolio to 10.74 percent from year-ago's 
11.64 percent. 
‘Ona quarter-on-quarter basis, the first three- 
month figure this year was 7.2 percent lower 
than the P198.91 billion recorded in October to 
December last year 
“Several banks posted reductions in their 
RELs (real estate loans) during the quarter, 
mostly due to payments made by borrowers 
and the disposal of delinquent RELs under 
Phase П ofthe Special Purpose Vehicle Law" the 
BSP said in a statement. 
The SPVL, which was extended for two 
more years last year, grants tax perks to trans- 
actions involving the sale of nonperforming 
assets of banks to asset management firms. 
‘The law, which was pushed by the BSP and 
the entire banking sector, was intended to ad- 
dress the banking system’s huge amount of 
bad assets. 
‘The BSP said 80.4 percent of the real estate 
Joans in the quarter went to commercial in- 
frastructure projects, while the remaining 
19.6 percent went to individual borrowers. 
Tt also said that the banks’ past due real es- 
tate loans reached P19.99 billion, or 10.8 per- The Sun Life Prosperity 
cent of total outstanding real estate loans in 
the first quarter. Balanced Fund is the 
In the meantime, commercial and univer- See ае 
sal banks’ investments in stocks and commer- simplest investment 
cial papers issued by real estate firms hit choice you can make. 
P25.5 billion in the first quarter, up 50 per- 
cent from year ago's P16.98 billion. 


Monetary authorities said the rise in invest " 
ments in equity and commercial papers was You can get the best mix of 


di Ё risi fide i i 
ш шолын cues st ee ас апарс с cone otal net returns of the 


securities to optimize your 


PNOC-EC seeks money's earning potential Prosperity Balanced Fund 


while cushioning the impact 


financial adviser, of market fluctuations. in 3 years and 3 months! 
lead arranger 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FOLLOWING THE APPROVAL OF ITS PRIVA- R А, S EA Р 
tization plan by parent firm Philippine Ма- = 


i i [СБ АТУ 

tional Oil Co., PNOC Exploration Corp. is É f Y ay 

looking for a financial adviser that will help Monty ¥ 
{ЕПП 


the company start the process. oj 
In a bid invitation issued yesterday, PNOC- i 
EC privatization committee chair Edgardo del H 
Fonso said the prospective financial advis- B 85 
er/lead arranger/underwriter should have Fixed-income | 7.9% | 11.1% | 12.0% 
ample experience in equity offerings. 1 ie x x р 
It should also have a track record in work- 
ing with the Philippine government, either as 
an adviser for privatization or as an arranger 
bank for financing. 
Another criterion, he said, was the firm's Fixed-i 
experience in lead-managing public equity of- § ixed-income 
ferings and arranging equity sales, in Asiaand К 19.1% | 10.0% | 34.3% 
in other parts of the world. and stocks | 


—— MÀ 


The firm should also be willing to deploy to 
the country a dedicated team with solid expe- 
rience in oil and gas or coal projects. 

"(The) prospective financial adviser/lead 
arranger/underwriter/global coordinator 
must meet all of the criteria," Del Fonso said. 

Interested entities can secure eligibility doc- 
‘uments from the PNOC-EC privatization com- 
mittee from June 6-15. They are given until 
June 19 to submit the completed documents. ens oe — Z — е 
ш еш аерата Please noté that cese брів only dicite past performarice over the given periods and do not necessarily indicate future returns? 
lowing rating system: Applicable experience Ё * Period is from December 31,:2003 to December 31, 2006.. 
of the firm in equity offering (40 percent); ap- **Period is from December. 31, 2003 to\March 31/2007: 
plicable experience of the firm in oil, gas and v 
coal projects (30 percent); and qualification 
of members of the transaction team, includ- 
ing their education, work experience and “= 


number of years in the firm (30 percent). Yavest wisely: Taiportant information about the Sün Life Prosperily 


‘Only companies included in the short list is contained in their simplified tuses. Please obtain, 
would be allowed to submit bids, he said. Eli- хабан оода. Шбек реши. Ноор 


widescreen Fu copies:from a licensed Sun Life Mutual Fund Representativé, 
уз, i |- and read them carefully before investing. Share values, 

PNOC-EC registered a net income of P2.6 Ё inyestment returris will flactuate. 
billion last year, amid a slight decline in its ә 
revenues. 

‘According to company data, 95.6 percent 
of its profit came from its 10-percent interest 
in the Malampaya Deep Water Gas-to-Power 
project. 

Last year’s sales revenues fell 7 percent to 
mene шу In the Philippines, Sun Life Financial is represented by Sun Life of Canada (Philippines), Inc. offering life insurance 
EC's “cost recovery” from its Malampaya in- products; Sun Life Asset Management Company, Inc., manager and distributor of the Sun Life Prosperity Funds; 
vestments. and Sun Life Financial Plans, Inc. offering education and pension plans. Visit wwwunlife.com.ph 

PNOC-EC's cost recovery entitlement 
dropped to only P2.4 billion in 2006 from 
P4.1 billion the previous year. 
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investing made easy. Formore information,call 849-9888 pr yisitveewáusliféfunds. 
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Cebu Pacific finalizing IPO 


By Elizabeth Sanchez- Lacson 


BUDGET AIRLINE CEBU PACIFIC OF 
taipan John Gokongwei Jr. is finalizing 
рїайз to conduct an initial public offer- 
ing this year 

Tn its initial registration statement fled 
with the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC), Cebu Pacific said it 
planned to offer 83.75 to 178.66 million 
new shares plus 61.9 milion shares held 


by existing shareholders. 

Underwriters tapped for the offer- 
ing are investment banks UBS, ING 
and First Metro Investment Corp. 

‘The company said that it stands to 
gain between P4.6 billion and P9.8 bil- 
lion from the IPO, assuming that the 
shares will be sold at the lower end ofits 
target offer price of P56.12a share. 

Cebu Pacific is selling part of its 
shares to help fund an aggressive 

fleet expansion, Cebu Pacific 


оп top of plans to more than double 
its fleet capacity by 2013 at a cost of 
$1.3 billion. 

Cebu Pacific, touted as the low fare 
leader in the Philippines, entered the 
market on March 1996 and pioneered 
the “low fare, great value” strategy in 
the local aviation industry. 

‘Cebu Pacific launched its intema- 
tional operations in November 2001 
and is now flying to Bangkok, Hong 
Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Singa- 
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president Lance Gokongwei 
said earlier. 

Gokongwei had said the 
group would acquire 14 


pore and Taipei. 

It now operates а fleet of 14 Airbus 
A319 and A320 aircraft, the youngest 
fieet in the Philippines with a fleet 
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planes in a $250-million deal, 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


A UNIT OF INTERNATIONAL 
Container Terminal Services Inc. 
has signed a 20-year contract to 
manage and operate the contain- 
ег and multipurpose terminals at 
the Port of Guayaquil in Ecuador. 

Under the terms, ICTSIs 
Ecuadorian unit,  Contecon 
Guayaquil S.A (CGSA), will pay 
Autoridad Portuario Че 
Guayaquil (APG), the port au- 
thority of Guayaquil, a premium 
of $30 million over the next four 
years at $6 million a year. 

The first $6 million was al- 
ready paid when the concession 
deal was signed last May 31. 
There is also a fixed yearly fee 
during the 20-year term. 

ICTSI is set to invest $80 mil- 
lion for equipment and infras- 
tructure in the first year of the 
concession, which will total $170 
million over the first three years. 


age of one year. 


ICTSI unit takes over 
Ecuador terminals 


of the bid to manage the Port of 
Guayaquil in March this year ICT- 
SI and its international subsidiary, 
ICTSI Ltd, established Contecon 
Guayaquil S.A. as a special purpose 
company for this project. 

АРС has until Sept. 13 this year 
to turn over the terminals to ICTSI, 
but CGSA is expected to take over 
the terminals and start operations 
asearly as July 1. 

The terminals handle con- 
tainerized cargo and general and 
bulk cargo. In 2006, the Port of 
Guayaquil, located on the west 
coast of South America and 
Ecuadors main port, handled 
600,000 twenty-foot container 
equivalent units of cargo. 

The container and multipur- 
pose terminals at Guayaquil in 
Ecuador is the latest addition to 
ICTSI's growing portfolio of inter- 
national terminals. 

Early this year, ICTSI took over 
operations of the Yantai Gang- 
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Group readies 
RP-made auto 


By Ronnel W. 
Domingo 
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hicle Parts Makers 
Association of the 
Philippines. 

*MVPMAP hopes 
this will be an omen 
of more good things 
to come," he added. 

The PhUV proto- 
type was assembled 
out of pars con- 

buted by MVPMAP 
members and fi- 
anced partly by а 
consortium of 
MVPMAP officials. 

"ms design and 
specifications have 
ong been kept under 
wraps and became 
the subject of much 
speculations both on 
and off the Internet" 
he said. 

MVPMAP said in a 
surement that the 
production of the 
PhUV was expected to 
help some 50000 
workers in the autoin- 
dustry keep their jobs 
given the increase in 
importation of com- 
pletely built up units 
and slow sales. 

Raquelsantos, who 

heads the associa- 

NOTICE tion's PhUV technical 

working group, said 

that wherever appli 

cable, pars with 

Philippine Standard 

marks would be used 
to ensure quality. 

PS marks, granted 
by the Deparment of 
Trade and Industry's 
Bureau of Product 
Standards, certify 
that the goods were 
made according to 
specifications that 
are considered of 
standard quality 

The PhUV is an 
AVbased vehicle 
locally designed and 
assembled from com- 
pletely-knocked 
down kits, which 
would thus have a 
high level of value- 
added local parts and 
labor, Raquelsantos 
said. 


" OPEN A S-YEAR PESO TIME DEPOSIT NOW! 
EARN AS HIGH AS 6,2596 INTEREST P.A. TAX FREE! 
ў А GROUP OF LOCAL 
automotive parts 
makers yesterday 
said that its Philip- 
pine Utility Vehicle or 
PhUV would be 
launched on June 12. 
“Finally, the 
PhUV- ‘ang tunay na 
sasakyang Pinoy’ 
(the true Filipino ve- 
hicle) would finally 
be unveiled on the 
same day the coun- 
try celebrates its In- 
dependence Day,” 
said Ferdinand 
Raquelsantos, direc- 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 


SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Вад. EDSA Greens, Mancatoyong C. Meiro Mana 
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FIRST METRO SAVE & LEARN 
EQUITY FUND, INC. 


Registration of Securities. 


SOURCE: TECHNSTOCK 
-Registrant- 


Dollar 
Equivalent __ 
1.000000 
0.008238 
1.998100 
0128072 


Peso 
Equivalent _ 
457210 
03786 
91.1265. 
5.8556. 
87.5408. 
43.0315 
28.8830. 


Equivalent 
0.739481 


Notice is hereby given that an Amended Registration Statement was filed with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission on May 24, 2007, on behalf of FIRST METRO SAVE & LEARN 
EQUITY FUND, INC. for the registration of One Hundred Fifty Million (150,000,000) common 
shares with the par value of One Peso (1.00) each, or an aggregate value of One Hundred Fifty 
Million Pesos (P150,000,000) representing the latest increase in its authorized capital stock. 


[t 
0653895 M 
0.836610 
2.652731 


According to the papers/documents presented, the following persons are the directors/ officers 
of the corporation. 


NAME 

Antonio M. Bernardo? 
Edwin B. Valeroso 

Bro. Manuel V. De Leon, FMS 
Gloria C. Garovillo 

Danilo G. Olondriz 

Atty. Nimfa B. Pastrana 
Marie Arabella D. Veron 
Jonathan T. Tabac 


POSITION 

Acting Chairman/ Independent Director 
President/ Director 

Director 

Independent Director 

Chief Financial Officer 

Corporate Secretary 

Treasurer 

Compliance Officer 


DABITAT 
0.000084. 
0.022518 

20181. 
1200000. 
0000798 
0.086775. 
0200873 

~ 0381825 - 


10030451 
0272287 


Said Amended Registration Statement and other papers/ documents attached thereto are 
open to inspection by interested parties during business hours and copies thereof, photostatic or 
Gtherwise, may be furnished every party at such reasonable fees as the Commission may 
prescribe. 
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sms feedback: inquirer lite name/age/city message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at estyleGinquirercom.ph 


MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS Ф TUESDAY FITNESS © WEDNESDAY 2BU o THURSDAY FOOD © FRIDAY FASHION & BEAUTY 


thin—Tuna Chunks in Water, fat—Chocolata 


KITCHEN RESCUE 
Reggie Aspiras 


3-day diet works 
like a charm 


HAT OTHER RACE, 
apart from ours, could 
come up with so many 


variations of a word? Or how could 
one word morph into several 
things that mean the same? 

Case in point: 

Taba—tabachoy, tabaching-ching, baching- 
ching, ching-ching, tabachino, bachoy, taba- 
choy, tababoy, choy-tabats (c/o Quito José), 
Dabiana 

Payat—payatot, palito, kalansay, buto, 
ting-ting, tiki, butiki, butiking Pasay (though 
my friend says Pasig. So Pasay or Pasig, it's up 
to youl Hahaha!) 

Only we Pinoys can do as we do. A glori- 
ously zany bunch of people we are, indeed! 

Seriously, who does not have a weight is- 
sue? Most of us, myself included, have gone 
from baching-ching to palito and back! 

Tes all about choices! Fat or thin? To be or 
not to beis entirely up to youl 

О, doon muna tayo sa madali, sa masarap 
munal 


Mango dessert. 

Ilove mangoes and this is ће season for 
them. Aside from mango cream pie and 
mango torte, do you know where to get 
other new mango desserts? 

NERILEE 

"The best mango dessert I've had recently 
was Cristina Santiago's Mango Charlotte. She 
does elegant dessert buffets, tool Oh, and if 
you haven't tried her Chocolata, you must! 
Call 0928-5025027. 


Can you tell me where I can buy the best 
rum cake and Brazo de Mercedes? 
SYIVIE 

Speaking of rum cake, if there is anyone we 
must pay tribute to for this cake's populari 
itis Sandy Romualdez, the woman who sta 
ed the rum-cake craze in the country Unfortu- 
nately, she is no longer with us. But her legacy, 
that is, her rum-cake recipe, lives on through 
her sister Jinggay. Call 8260552 or 0917- 
4182924 

Brazo? Hands down, and I'm sure you'll 
agree, Mrs. Vargas is the best! Call 8107529. 

Frozen Brazo—For a twist on the classic, if 
you have not yet tried Dimpy Camaras 
Frozen Brazo, you must! It’s so good! Aside 
from the classic, she also makes frozen brazo 
in chocolate-bananal Call 8438086. 


Iam a mother of five boys. It's back-to- 
school time. Do you have a masarap 
pimiento recipe pang-sandwich. Sawa na 
sila sa gawa ko, and any suggestions for 
cookies aside from Oreo na lagi na lang 
baon ng mga anak ko? Please not expen- 
sive sana! 

LITA 

Sure dol Have you ever tried the Dewberry 
Cookies, the Blueberry and Strawberry? So 
masarap. Proudly made by Jack & Jill! It can 


ally works? Really love you and your column! 
ALEX 


‘And Love you right back Alex! Thank you! 

As far as this diet goes, I swear by it! It 
‘works like'a charm. 1 have Margarita to thank 
for sharing this with me. I lost seven pounds 
and two inches on the first try. My sister Babot 
cheated yet lost five! 

Don’t want to prepare the meals yourself? 
Sostanza will deliver the diet to your 
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HOT MASQUE ) 


For firming 
and Inch loss. 


For beautiful 
white skin. 


YOU WILL LOSE ALL 
YOUR LUMPS, BUMPS, 


AND BULGES. 


BODY FORMER }} Ё / 


Lose 1,000 
calories while 
you relax. 
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compete with the Marks & Spencer’s Jam 
Cookies that cost a fortune! The must-try lo- 
cal cookies cost less than PS a pack, I think. 
My son Diego is crazy about them! 

This is my Cheese Pimiento recipe. Hope 
the boys like it 


MALATE | 
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ScedoSi Adriatico, Mania 
893-8095 336.069 | 
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814-0138 


ALABANG 
Gemma 
3F RCBC ВОО. 
Zapote-Alobang Rd. 
809-0395 


| CALLUS FITNESS KOTLINE 


90-0999 


Cheese Pimiento | 

Ina bowl, with a whisk, whip %ccream | GALLUS SHIN HOTLINE 
cheese and 44 butter, Add 214 c grated ched- 
dar cheese, У. с roasted bell pepper, % с con- 
densed milk, 2 tbsp sugar, salt and pepper to 
taste, Mix well to combine, 

‘There are so many more discoveries but 
will save those for next week. 

Now on to pasakit! 


MEGAMALL 
Ruby/Tonl 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LIFESTYLE 
The joyful—and winning—recipes 


FATHER’S DAY CHEF 


SUGGESTIONS 

Make this year’s Father's Day 
truly a memorable feast. 

Chef Eli Aurelio of Aurelio’s 
Catering offers two sumptuous 
delicacies: Black Angus Roast 
Rib-Eye, served with French 
creamy spinach and garlic 
chive mashed potatoes 

with Au Jus sauce 

and Honey-baked 

Virginia Pork 

Loin or Leg of 

Hamwith 

candied 

sweet 

potatoes. 

all 7267321, “М 

7269329 or 

0920-92018883. 


By Reggie Aspiras 
AST THURSDAY'S "KITCHEN RESCUE” COLUMN, 
“We Got Gold,” generated a deluge of letters that 
spoke of pride, joy and happiness for what our culi- 
nary team achieved. - =; 
Funny but during the victory party held on the same 
day, everyone, including the team, kept telling me: “Reg- 
gie, tama na kami next week, ha?" 
But how does one contain such emotion? Joy is doubled 
when it is shared and joy must be sung, and it must be 
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So today we are featuring some of what I fondly call the 
“joyful recipes," the exact same ones that helped us bag 
the gold but only choosing those that you can manage to 
do even at home! 

Оп behalf of chefs Ariel Manuel, J. Gamboa, Buddy 
‘Trinidad, Amold Guevarra, Tony Bleza and Boy Timola, and 
all of us in the profession who bask in the team’s glory, allow 
usto say thank you for being there for us, for your unwavering 
faith and support and, most especially, for all your prayers! 

‘Mabuhay po kayong lahat! 

Oh, by the way, let me share a little secret. The team is 


sung out loud. Remember, Joy to the World"? 


off to compete in Malaysia soon! 


250 mi olive oil 

3 cloves garlic 
3pconion 

74 lime juice 

4 chicken stock 

30 peshrimps (jumbo) 
30 pc scallops 

5 g coriander seeds 

5 g mustard seeds 
Salt and pepper 


• In saucepan, brown garlic in olive oil. 
© Add onion, coriander seeds, mustard seeds. 


‘© Add lime juice and chicken stock. 


Season and bring to a boil. 


© Place prawn and scallops in a bowl and pour hot mix- 
ture over. Let stand 10-15 minutes until cooked through. 
‘© Once cooked, refrigerate and allow mixture to cool 


in poaching liquid. 


When shrimps are cool, strain the liquid from them, 


then peel and de-vein them. 
* Keep chilled. 


¥al soy sauce 
250 ml water 


Caramelized Papaya: 

© Peel and dice papaya into large pieces, 

© Top with sugar then blowtorch until golden brown. 
Assembly: 

‘© Season scallops and prawns with salt and pepper. 
* Arrange on plates. 

© Putcaramelized papaya at the center. 

© Garnish with cilantro. 


 Faiber's Day essay contest 


HEY KIDS! IF YOU WANT TO GIVE DAD A 
surprise that will warm his heart and tum- 
my, California Pizza Kitchen has got you 
covered! 

їп 300-500 words, write about what dad 
means to you, what he does to make you 
feel special, and what makes him the No. 1 
dad in the whole world; and you can treat 
him to a free dinner at CPK. 

The CPK Father's Day Essay Contest ist 
open to kids 6-12 years old. Entry forms аге 


available at’any CPK branch or through 
wwwglobalresto.com. CPKids members 
will get forms through their e-mail. 

Deadline is June 13. Entries may be sub- 
mitted at any CPK branch; or e-mail to mar- 
keting@globalresto.com. One winner per 
CPK branch will get a free dinner for four. 

CPK branches are at Glorietta 3, Makati; 
Corte de-las Palmas, Alabang Town Center; 
2/R-Shangri-La Plaza Mall; and Prome- 
nade, Greenhills. 


THE EARLY STAGES OF PARENTING: 


It’s all about Stimulation 


When it comes to parenting. providing the very best for your child is of rhe foremost concer. But these. 
days dost spy meas puling ou al the ops in choosing the right schools. Now prone pacing 
Gees hand-in-hand with providing your child the right stimuli for proper brain development. 


Research shows chac using music play or nutition can help enhance the developing mind during your 
Research shows that uipa musie play or auien ea yoa can maie sure you are ging your ud а 
Shaan tht wil stenginen the foundation for his brain development. Ала there’ no beter 
ime to start than athe begjaning 


THE PRENATAL MIND 

‘Communication with your baby is possible the moment you learn of your pregnancy. In fact, studies 
Show that listening to classical music can help stimulate a child's brain development as early as the 
prenatal stage. Complex classical music. particularly when listened to during your third trimester of 
Pregnancy has been found to help develop areas in the baby’s brain necessary for math and spatial 
Feasoning. 


Prenatal pia anther frm of simula thar aso hip foster a see bond beara oy and 
Your chta. Talking thin stoking m Ovough the belly and exposing im ighe and vibrators ae 
Tot only pleasurable for him. they also open him up to stimuli early on that will develop more brain 
‘Connections and pathways to the world outside the womb. 


In this stage, К В also important for moms to have proper nutrition, which includes a diet rich in brain- 
building nutrients DHA and Choline. 


THE BRAIN IN ITS INFANCY 

Solare oie brain are ей ro proces music, Sene o these areas ae also spose Кү 
уота scaring memory and language. Before your child reaches his cweiRh month. he responds 

Pci mel des beer and does not fully comprehend speech yet As һе ages however he wil 

itunes mas hse hil onderaan speech brin thes sound tm. 

and opening his own mouth to practice making sounds: 


When your child's vision begins to develop. he should be exposed to contrasting colors such as red. black 
and whe. which help stimulate his visual development. These colors can be introduced to him through 
‘age-appropriate roys thar are soft and safe го play with 


Children at this age should also be given proper nutrition. Ac birth. a child's brain is 25% its approximate 

Sdulthood weight so he needs tobe given a diet rich in brain-bullding nutrients such as DHA and ARA 

Eccl proven езен: and Choline ar siut of Medicine ПОМ) levels, which can be found in 
теат 


JODDLING TOWARDS PRESCHOOL 

When your child is old enough to recognize words and their meanings. it would be a good time to listen 
Xo nursery rhymes with him. Singing along reinforces his language development. At the same time. 
thei pacer may бер yur ehit earn a number of орет Sls such as ST aata 
элё-ейест relationships. Long-term benefits in this case include higher scores on tests such as math, 
increased efficiency in the communication between the two brain hemispheres. better reading scores 
and enhanced listening skills 


When your child reaches an age where he can easily move around on his own. youll see that he plays 
more And the good news tha play is actualy his way of larg By engaging п games be Doy 
See mat | See? which reinforce his language development. vocabulary building and problem-solving 
Skill or creative crafts such as orlgamrmaking, his mind is further developed and he is able to thin 
for himself and express himself in his own way 


And naturally itis key to continuously provide your child wich the essential nurents, DHA. ARA and 
iine. to һер support hi brain development. 


кыы ы tes cor dci bia ei кайры pc ra ан 
Paring righ ab De mos a jab aa eara aa n Pot ete d poa ar dp 
esc play and turn yon vi targ de вза ао оер peo toun nd 
е een dore 

E. 

SATIS vient ce cto itu i in a 
[лт 


Birch EA at al A randomized соптейед il of eariy dieran supply lang chan polyunsarurared тшу acids and mental 
dde n 2000 2 t 


Graziana. AB. Peterson М. and Shaw GL Enhanced earning of proportional mach through muske trang and spatia- 
reper dang Neurologen сеси ii 


Briliant Beginnings. LLC Briliant Beginnings (Nurturing che Genius n Your Child] Long Beach CA 1999. 


Henly ЈМ Your СМ Growing Mind: A Practical Guide to Brain Development and Learning kom Birth to Adolescence. 
New Vr Doubleday 1994 


Leach P Your Baby and Chid: From Birth to Age Five. New York: Aled A Knapt 994 
Сотап U. and Brant P. Phonological Skis and Learning ro Reed. Hove. Enst Susser Lawrence, 1990. 
Gordon. Е Learning Sequences in Мине: Skil Content and Pater. Chicago: CIA Publications. 1997. 


35 g ginger, smashed 

¥a tbsp black pepper, ground 

40 ml honey 

3 pestar anise 

3 stalks lemongrass 

250 ml each lime juice and mustard ой 

150 ml each grape seed ой and sesame ой 

¥a tbsp wasabi 

‘© Bring soy sauce, water, ginger, pepper, honey, anise 
and lemon grass to a simmer and let mixture cool. Whisk 
in lime juice, oil and incorporate wasabi. 

Salad: 

1ksoba noodles 

400 g seaweed, ao tosaka (Japanese stores) 

1 peeach carrot, lotus root, daikon, leek 

1 thsp black and white sesame seeds, toasted 


е Cook soba noodles in boiling salted water. Strain and 
put under cold running water to cool. 

ө Toss soba noodles with seaweeds, carrots, leeks, lo- 
tus, daikon and enough of the dressing to coat. 

* Put in bowls. Carefully sprinkle leeks and add toast- 
ed sesame seeds. 


role Grail Te " 
[ое таз с=т= нр 

1 peduek liver, Rougie 

Yeceognac 

Salt 

е Slice duck liver into %-inch pieces. 

© Marinate in salt and cognac overnight. 

ein a hot pan, sear duck liver on both sides until 
brown. 

* Fill plastic-lined terrine mold with warm duck liver. 
Press down top with lid 

ө Place terrine in 350* F oven for 8-10 minutes. 

* Let it cool for one to two hours, then refrigerate. 

* Remove from terrine mold and slice accordingly. 

e Serve with glazed apples. 

Glazed apples: 

6pc Granny Smith green apple 

yelhoney 

1 tbsp freshly picked thyme 

© Peel each apple and cut into six. 


250 g Snake River Farms US Wagyu beef rib-eye (Alter- 
native Foods, tel. 6317228-30) 

Salt and pepper 

1 pcleek, white part only 

Saltand pepper 

Oliveoil 

Daikon radish, grated 

* Slice Wagyu beef into 1"x1"x6" strips. 

Season with salt and pepper. 

In a hot sauté pan, brown beef on all sides, set aside. 
When cool enough to handle, wrap in plastic wrap and re- 
frigerate. 

'e Season leeks with salt and pepper and olive oil. Make. 
grill marks on grill pan. Set aside. 

Ponzu Jelly: 

% c each lemon juice and rice wine vinegar 

1 csoy sauce 

Yemirin 

2tbsp water 

JA фр gelatin 

‘Togarashi Japanese Spice Blend 

‘© Mix lemon juice, rice wine vinegar, soy sauce and 
mirin together. 


SASS AST ESTED 


—з 
unique HMMA 


© Remove cores. 
• Іпа pan, lightly caramelize honey. 

dd apples, thyme and season with black pepper. 
© Cook until soft. 


© Dissolve gelatin in 2 tbsp water. 

© Mix sauce and bring to a boil in a nonreactive pot. 

‘Place in a shallow nonreactive container and let set 
in the fridge. 

ө Cur into desired shape. 

€ To plate, place grated radish and grilled leek on the 
bottom of serving dish. 

ө Тор with sliced beef, ponzu jelly and a dash of Toga- 
rashi. 


E-mail the author at raspiras Qinquirer.com.ph 


3-day diet works like a charm ке 


doorstep. The service comes with free 
consultation. They answer all your 
questions and advise you on how to 
make the diet work for you. Call 
4390603 or 0917-8815248. 

While you're at it, get those metal 
hula-hoops, or those hi-tech plastic 
ones with balls. They work so welll 
What we once thought were extend- 
ей hips, turned out to be a waist line. 
‘Thanks to the hoop I now kinda see 
the difference! Happy hoopin'l 


Three-day diet 
Follow the diet for three days and 
you will lose 10 pounds. It works 
based on a chemical reaction so you 
ese everything on the diet with- 


out substituting. It is scientifically 
proven. 

You can have as much water, tea, 
salt, pepper as you like but no other 
seasonings. After going on the three- 
day diet, you can eat normally for 
four days then go back to it. But do 
not overeat on those four days. (De- 
veloped by the American Heart Asso- 
ciation) 


Day! 

Breakfast: % of a grapefruit 

Lunch: А c tuna, 1 slice toast, cof 
feeortea 

Dinner: 2 slices, any type of meat 
(90 т), 1 с each string beans and 
beets, 1 small apple, 1 c vanilla ice 
cream 


Day2 

Breakfast: 1 egg, 1 slice toast, А 
banana 

Lunch: % с cottage cheese, 5 
saltine crackers 

Dinner: 2 hotdogs, 1 broccoli, Y2 
c carrots, У banana, М c vanilla ice 
cream 


Day3 
Breakfast: 5 saltine crackers, 1 
slice cheddar cheese, 1 small apple 
Lunch: 1 hard-boiled egg, 1 slice toast 
Dinner: 1 ¢ each tuna, beets and 
cauliflower, % cantaloupe, Y+ c vanil- 
laice cream 


E-mail the author at raspiras@ 
inquirercom.ph 
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THE CONSUMER 


A bright idea 


By Linda B. Bolido 
E T HE PRICE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 


incandescent and compact fluores- 
cent bulbs may seem alot. 

-| “Bus, as some countries appear to be 
finding out, not only do household elec- 
tric bills drop significantly, but more effi 
;| cient lighting fixtures may also mean 
Ë| they would not need as many energy 
generating plants as they do now. 

2| "Ina recent statement, the eminent en- 
2|. vironment protection advocate Lester R. 
Brown, president of the Earth Policy In- 
stitute, said a worldwide shift from in- 
candescents to compact fluorescents 
could close as many as 270 coal-fired 
power plants. 

That means a significant reduction in 
the demand for coal, a non-renewable 
fuel, and in carbon emissions, a major 
contributor to global warming or the rise 
inearth’s average temperatures. 

i| Brown said Australia had already an- 
nounced “it would phase out the sale of 
inefficient incandescent light bulbs by 
2010, replacing them with highly effi- 
cient compact fluorescent bulbs that use 
one fourth as much electricity.” 

He said, “If the rest of the world joins 
‘Australia in this simple step to sharply 
cut carbon emissions, the worldwide 
drop in electricity use would permit the 
closing of more than 270 coal-fired (500 
megawatt) power plants. For the United 
States, this bulb switch would facilitate 
shutting down 80 coal-fired plants.” 
i| Some two months after Australia's an- 
nouncement, Brown said the Canadian 
government announced it would phase 
Out sales of incandescents by 2012. 


*| Climate change concern 

The bulb replacement movement, ac- 
cording to the respected environmental- 
ist, was prompted by mounting concerns 
about climate change. — 

А United States coalition: of environ 
mental groups, along-with Philips Light- 
ing, has already launched ai initiative to 
shift to more-efficient bulbs in all of the 
country’s some four billion sockets by 
2016. 

Philips, the world’s largest lighting 
manufacturer, has also’announced plans 
to discontinue marketing incandescents 
in Europe and the United States by 
z| 2016. 

In California, an assemblyman is 
proposing the state's phaseout of the sale 
‚| of incandescent light bulbs by 2012 
while the New Jersey legislature is plan- 
ning to require state government build- 
ings to replace all incandescent bulbs 
with compact fluorescents by 2010. 

The 27-member strong European 
Union, which plans to cut carbon emis- = 
sions by 20 percent by 2020, has incor- 
-| porated the replacement of incandescent 
bulbs with compact fluorescents.among 
its strategies. 

In the United Kingdom, a nongovern- 
mental group called Ban the Bulb has 
been vigorously pushing for a ban on in- 
candescents since early 2006. Moscow is 
also urging residents to switch to com- 
pact fluorescents while New Zealand 
plans to follow the example of neighbor- 
ing Australia. 

The European Lamp Companies Fed- 
eration (the bulb manufacturers’ trade 
association) is supporting a rise in EU 
lighting efficiency standards that would 
lead to a phase-out of incandescent 
bulbs, 

‘Brown also reported, “At the commer- 
cial level, Wal-Mart, the world’s largest 
retailer, announced a marketing cam- 
paign in November 2006 to boost its 
sales of compact fluorescents to 100 mil- 
lion by the end of 2007, more than dou- 
bling its annual sales. In the UK, Currys, 
Britain’s largest electrical retail chain, 
has announced that it will discontinue 
selling incandescent light bulbs.” 


Street lighting, too 

Of course, environmentalists are hop- 
ing street lighting will also be replaced 
with more energy efficient compact fluo- 
rescents. 

‘Compact fluorescent bulbs had been 
around for a generation but Brown said 
consumers showed little interest in them 
because they could cost five times as 
much as incandescents. 

He said only more knowledgeable con- 
sumers knew that a fluorescent bulb used 
only one fourth as much electricity, lasted 
10 times as long, and easily saved US$50 
(almost P2,500) during its lifetime. 

"Shifting to the highly efficient bulbs 
sharply reduces monthly electricity bills 
and cuts carbon emissions, since each 
standard (13 watt) compact fluorescent 
over its lifetime reduces coal use by more 
*| than 210 pounds. Such a shift also sub- 
stantially reduces air pollution, making 
it obviously attractive for fast-growing 
. | economies plagued with bad air like Chi- 
naand India,” Brown said. 


Send letters to The Consumer, Lifestyle 
Section, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Ave. cor. Mascardo and Yague 515, 
Makati City; or e-mail lbolido@inquir- 
excom.ph 


PALOMA, A MODERN SPANISH BISTRO 
(G/F of Shangri-La Plaza Mall, tel. 9104096), 
offers Ostrich Salpicao, Cheese Triangles and 
Braised Quails, Callos, Lengua Sevillana, 
‘among others. Paloma is known for its 
paellas. Favorites include Paella Flamenco 
and Paella Paloma. In photo is Paloma 
Solomillo. 


Kalayaan Day fiesta 


SOFITEL PHILIPPINE PLAZA CELEBRATES 
Independence Day June 11. its Spiral restaurant 
presents "Kalayaan Day Fiesta" which features sev- 
еп different international stations—Chinese, 
Japanese, Indian, Southeast Asian and Mediter- 
ranean. The newly opened Le Bar, the bistro-bar- 
brary offers French pastries. Also check out Galette, 
the newest patisserie at the lobby (tel. 5515555 local 
1086 or 6988, Le Bar; and 1736, Gallette). 


‘SUPER BOWL of China treats Dad to a free serving 
of BBQ Pork Asado June 10-30. Dads who dine with 
a group at any branch will get the dish for a mini- 
mum one-time dine-in purchase of only P600. The 
first 200 Dads who celebrate at any Super Bowl 
branch on Father's Day, June 17, will receive a dis- 
‘count voucher that gives them a P200 discount for a 
minimum purchase of P1,000 at Blade Auto Center. 


‘THE NEWEST CLUBBING trend in the United States 
is coming to Holiday Inn Galleria Manila's all-new 
Bed Bar @ Bar One. Until June 15th, Bed Bar @ Bar 
‘One takes the concept of dinner in bed to a whole 
new level, as guests are invited to wine, dine, recline 


COOKING 


Tapa for breakfast 
The Reggie Aspiras School Of Culinary Arts of- 
fers the following classes: 

June @—Decadent Pinoy Breakfast (ай 
new) apa Three Ways: Wagyu Tapa ala Po- 
bre, Angus Teriyaki Tapa, Sweet and Spicy An- 
пиз Тара, all served with fried rice, egg and rel- 
ish variations: Bistek Tagalog—soy and citrus 
marinated Angus tenderloin in brown onion 
gravy served with fried vegetables and pepper 
relish; Fried Garlic Marinated Kurobuta Pork Bel- 
dy with Truffle Champorado. 

June 9—Mediterranean & Middle Eastern 
Buffet great for antertaining—{special class, ай 
new)— Mediterranean Salad, Pita Bread with 
Dips of Humus, Eggplant and Roasted Bell Pep- 
per served with Beef Shawarma with all its 
condiments and sauces; Chicken and Beef Ke- 
babs with sauces and Basmati Rice Salad; Deli- 
cious Couscous with Merguez (lamb sausage) 
Stew, Best-ever Baklava and Almond Cake 

June 11—Mozarella (all new}—authentic Mi- 
ni Pizzas four kinds: with prosciutto; garlic and 
olive oll pancetta and mushrooms; seafood 
(home-made crust and rich tomato sauce); au- 
thentic Lasagne al Forno (so far one of my best 
recipes), Classic Canneloni al Forno, Moussaka 
and Eggplant Parmigiana 

June 12—Roast Beef 101—Learn all the se- 
crets to perfecting your Roast Beef: Hotel-style 
Angus Rib-Eye Roast with rub variations, served 
with six sauces; best-ever French Onion Soup: 
Caesar Salad Bar, four dressing variations with 
seafood 

June 13—My Best Pot Roast Recipes—Four 
delicious recipes, yet none айке: Classit Pot 
Roast with Pilaf, Garlic-loaded with Garlic 
Boursin Creamed Potatoes, Italian Style with 
Fresh Pasta with Parmesan and Butter, Oriental 
with Noodles. New class schedules until July are 
now available. Call 9289296 or 9273008. 


Modern Italian cooking 

Maya Kitchen offers the Modern Italian Pasta 
course on June 16, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Find out the 
Secrets of modern italian cooking and learn how 
to cook Chicken Ragout with handmade Stracchl 
Pasta, Confit Pork Belly, Saffron Pasta with An- 
gel Hair Pasta, Vegetarian Pasta, Pancetta and 
Mush room. 

A workshop covers preparing handmade 
fresh pasta. 

Basic Culinary on June 13-15, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
provides essential lessons in proper hygiene, 
Sanitation and safety; nutrition and nutritional 
cooking: proper mis-en-place of mirepoix, 
stocks, soups, sauces, marinades, use of herbs 
and spices combinations, proper purchasing, 
storage, techniques of disjointing and boning 
poultry, ейп fish and meat fabrication. Actual 
preparation of dishes from appetizer to dessert, 
including garnishing for plate presentation, is al- 
зо included 

Enrollees get a free "Міх and Match" cook- 
book. 

Bartending on June 16, 2-6 p.m., covers ba- 
sic tools, classifications of wine and spirits, 
types of bar glasses. Also covered are Usage 
Mixing, Serving of Popular Cocktall Drinks in- 
cluding Garnishing with wine tasting and 
snacks. 

Fundamentals of Bakery Production on June 
19-22, 2-6 p.m., covers standard baking tech- 
niques applicable to baking application on the 
use of ready mixes, yeast, bread, quick breads, 
pies, cookies and cakes. Theory practice for 
commercial-scale productions is included. Bak- 
ing cookbook wili be given away. 

Maya Kitchen is at the 8/F, Liberty Bullding, A. 
Arnaiz Avenue (formerly Pasay Road), Makati 
City (tel. 8921185 or 8925011 local 108; e-mail 
mkitchenGultimate.info.com.ph). 


———— 
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HEAVENLY T-BONE 


Treat dad toa hearty steak meal from Heaveri’N Eggs. The T-bone 
steak is marinated in olive ой and pepper. The generous cut has at 
layer of fat that extracts the flavor of the beef. It is served with mont 
mashed potato, deep-fried poach egg and buttered vegetables. It can 
be prepared well-done; medium or rare. Heaven’N Eggsis at 
Eastwood CityWalk, Libis, Quezon City, tel. 9121172 or 0917- 


BEWCITY. 


and immerse themselves in cool chill beats from a. 
Quest DJ. A minimum consumable fee of P300 рег 
person will be charged during the promo period. 
Each bed can accommodate up to eight persons 
‘comfortably. Bar One is on the 4th level of Holiday 
Inn Galleria Manila, tel. 6337111. 


‘ZZUBU Bar in Cebu offers tuna dishes lie Sizzling 
Типа Sisig, Deep-fried Tuna, Kinilaw, Sweet and 
‘Sour Tuna, Deop-fried Buntot, Tuna Sticks. Other 
dishes include pork, chicken, beef, spicy seafood 
and more. 


SANDS RESTAURANT of Discovery Shores offers 
diners а five-star experience while enjoying a 
panoramic view of the world-famous white beach 
of Boracay. Inspired by the location, corporate chef 
David Pardo de Ayala has come up with what he 
calls Contemporary Island Cuisine. It features 
what Ayala says are the four building blocks of his 
cooking: fresh seafood, tropical fruits. young co- 
сопи and prime beef. Sands is open for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, daily (tel. 6838392, 6838222 lo- 
cal 3438; or 6336-2884500 and 632-7208888). 


CLASSES 


For weekend cooks 
Dorothy's Cooking Schoo! will conduct cooking 
classes for the weekend cook on June 7 featur- 
ing unusual dishes like whole fish baked in salt 
roast duck with peaches and other easy to pre- 
pare recipes. Chocolate as an ingredient for 
cooking and baking will be showcased on June 
9. For other cooking and baking schedules, сай 
721-1735 and 416-7968. 

The school is owned by cookbook author 
Dorothy Ferreria and is located in New Manila, 
Quezon City. 


Dininc OUT 


THE BELLEVUE HOTEL'S CAKE OF THE 

isa rich chocolate саке made with 
soft-centered créme brulee and raspberry 
mousse glazed with melted Hershey's 
chocolate. The hotel also offers Independence 
Day Buffet on June 12, all-native lunch and 
dinner consisting of Lechon, Chicken Adobo, 
Laing, Bulalo, Ginataang Tanguigue, Sinuam 
па Halaan, Chicken Relleno and Brazo de 
Mercedes (tel. 7718181). 
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Filipino foods are rich 
in condiments and sauces. 
This explains why rice 
is important in the meals, 
and why it is difficult to pair 
wines with Filipino foods. 
But Carlo Rossi California Red's 
smooth feel and light and 
fruity taste, allow the palate 
to sense the distinct features 
of Filipino Cuisine. 


wit» Carlo Rossi California Red, 
food and wine become a pleasurable experience. 


Kids who show love in remarkable ways 
. come from moms who give their best. 


реет 


ators raiment 


“Biko 
иќ 
d Sears 


1 


~ Фе yout ci the Importe rin building futrlants=DHA, 
ARA oni Choline from Enfagrew A+ and Емом Ат. 


ything. 


d 


“COUNTRY COOKING 


DURING A VISIT TO SWEDEN, EVENINGS * 


always found our party trying the lethal 
Swedish aquavit and swinging to drinking 
songs. 

‘After the Swedes belted out their love for 
the drink, they turned to us and expected 
us to sing the Filipino version. Filipinos, af- 
ter all, are known for their singing. 

The Filipino men looked at each other, 
stumped because no one knew any drink- 
ing song. Growing up in the city, taking а 
drink involved just -imbibing for those 
gents. The singing was left to the band, the 
chanteuse or those trying hard at karaoke 
warbling. 

I knew a song taught by German nuns. It 
seemed like a drinking song because the 
last words were “skal, skål skål,” or "toast" 
inall the Scandinavian languages. 


LIMITED 
Pi 
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ONLY 


Micky Fenix 


Why the nuns taught us a song about a 
sailor who wooed girls at every port and 
left them, I don't know. But that wasn't a 
Filipino song so I kept quiet. 

But go to the provinces and join a drink- 
ing session and chances are you'll be treat- 
ed to drinking songs, sometimes accompa- 
nied by a lone guitar. 


Drinking choir 

By accident, I recorded a few seconds of 
a drinking song in Leyte. I had set my cam- 
era wrongly end captured the spirited voic- 
es with snatches of second voices and some 
kibitzing. 

At a recent taping of a “Chef TV" 
episode, the Bayanihan National Dance 
Troupe sang “Tuba,” a Waray song about 
their favorite spirit, coconut wine. It also 


"PRE 


ing and be merry 


performed sayaw за 
bangko, the dancers negoti- 
ating a narrow bench while 
balancing glasses of tuba 
on their heads and hands 
just to make everything a bit 
more interesting. 

Three of the girls did 
“Sayaw sa Basi,” bal- 
ancing glasses on 
their ` heads and 
hands as they rolled / 
on the floor. Basi is 
the Ilocano drink made from sugar cane. 

То get the lyrics of "Tuba," I turned to a 
valuable reference, “The Folk Songs” com- 
piled and edited by Damiana L. Eugenio 
(De La Salle University Press, 1996). 

Condansoy, inom tuba, Laloy, 


SENTS : 


TUBA and song 
go together. 


AVAILABLE FOR SALE ON JUNE 10, 2007 AT TOYS “Я” US*AND ROBINSONS DEPARTMENT STORE Т! Y SECTIONS: 


Robinsons Galleria 
Ath Level West Wing. 


Robinsons Place Lipa 
1st Level Expansion Wing 


Robinsons Place Metroeast 
Lower Ground Level 


2nd Level 


Robinsons Place Bacolod Trinoma Mall 


3rd Level 


THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2007 


Dilico moinom, tuba pait aslom 

Ang tuba sa baybay 

Patente mo angay, 

Talacsan nga diutay 

Pono ang malaway 

The song asks a young boy, Condansoy, 
to drink Laloy's tuba but he won't because 
he says the tuba is bitter and sour. The boy 
also believes that Laloy’s tuba sold at the 
beach should be patented because just a lit- 
tle swig will make you crazy drunk. 

The book attributes the song to E. Rey- 
sio-Cruz but also says identical versions 
are found in Cebu, Bohol and Tacloban. 

Websites dedicated to those provinces 
do contain that song though sometimes the 
name used is Dandansoy, which is also the 
title ofa Hiligaynon farewell song. 

"Plastado sa Bangko” is a Bikol song that 
already says in its title what can happen af- 
ter you get drunk. You сап be “down and 
out on the bench.” 

Warays sing of "An Parainom,” a drunk- 
ard who lies on the street until morning 
(nahigda sa dalan nga na aagahon). 

"Uhaw Tagay" is a Cebuano song that 
speaks of thirst and asks for the glass to be 
filled (tagay). 


Pulutan 

There is also a line that says if there is no 
sumsuman (pulutan), specialties eaten 
during drinking sessions, then a hinuktan 
ora fighting cock should be killed. 

They can't even wait for the cock to lose, 
talunan to Tagalogs and bihag to Warays. 
In the Visayas, a bihag is usually boiled be- 
cause the cock has tough meat and liga- 
ments. 

But in Bulacan, according to Conrad 
Calalang, the talunan is braised and the 
dish is called pakam. 

‘But not all drinking songs are about get- 

ing drunk and measuring drinks. 

“Mananggete” is a Hiligaynon song 
about a tuba gatherer and describes how 
the coconut is tapped to produce the wine 
by sitting on the branch and tapping it (pa- 
mungko sa paklang kag magpatik-patik). 

“Bella Fondera,” on the other hand, is a 
Zamboanga Chavacano song about a beau- 
tifui bar owner. 

Quite quaint and unforgettable was а 
song rendered by two elderly women in 
Sariaya, Quezon. They each offered a glass 
of lambanog to welcome guests to one of 
the old, distinguished houses (malaking 
bahay) in the place. They sang a pandango 
awit taught them when they were young 
giris by the head of their town council. One 
of the guests drank his share then declared 
itas lambanog from nipa or sasa. А connois- 
зеш. 

1 tried to find the song in the book but 
since | didn't know the title and couldn't re- 
member the lyrics, the exercise was futile. 
Atleast I hope those women passed on that 
song to the younger generation or else we 
would have lost a part of our culture, 


E-mail the author at pinoyfood04@ya- 


TAGAY. A guest accepts the welcome. 
lambanog from the host. 
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The FASTEST, SAFE & MOST EFFECTIVE 
Skin Whitening Cream can now be yours! 
Advance Miracle 

Whitening, Cream, 


DESIREARLE... AMAZING! 


The Solution for Ойу Skin, 
Open Pores, & Pimple Marks? 


DIAMOND FACIAL 
‚_ LASER TREATMENT 
PERMANENT COSMETICS 
Eye brow • Eyeliner Lipstick, 


[New nnovalive Techniques ө Natura Looking 
[No Pigment Alergie Reactions ө Fast & Painless 
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mock me, Annabelle! Dollywood /D3 


5 Movie-TV board suspends 
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ш Daniel Dae Kim of ‘Lost’ speaks for 
Asian actors Exclusive interview /D6 
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By Jacky A. Oiga 
Contributor 


TAKE 


IF ANNE CURTIS 
FIVE 


‘were given a chance to 
reconcile with a former 
flame, she said she 
would choose her first love, Oyo Boy Sotto: 

“My feelings for Oyo have never waned. I'm not 
closing any doors. Lets see what happens,” Anne 
told a group of writers during the press confer- 
ence for "May Minamahal,” her new show on the 
Kapamilya network, which teams her up with 
who else but Oyo? 

‘Anne is Оуо love interest in “Sineserye Pre- 
sents” third offering, the TV version of Star Cine- 
ma's 1993 romantic movie featuring Aga Muh- 
lach and Aiko Melendez. 

Now that the two are working together, specu- 
lations abound that the former sweet 
hearts—both unattached at the moment—would 
end up rekindling the old flame, if not boosting 
the show's ratings 


What's the real score between you and Sam 
Milby? 
Tam “single.” Sam and I are good friends. 


‘What was the greatest thing you've ever done 
fora loved one? 

T really think you will do anything if you lave a 
person, even ifit makes you look stupid. 


How old were you when you first dated Oyo? 
Twas 15, he was 17. 


‘Aga and Aiko's chemistry in “May Minamahal” 
was perfect. Does this pose a challenge to you? 

1 know that expectations are very high because 
“May Minamahal" the movie was a big hit in the 
"90s, But Oyo and аге doing our best. It also helps 
that we had a past relationship because the chem- 
istry sil there. 


Isit true that you had to give up being part of 
Book П of “Maging Sino Ka Man" to do “May 
Minamahal?” 

If there'd be a Book П, Td be delighted to be a 
part oft. 


Directed by Gilbert Perez and Ruel Navel, “May 
Minamahal” airs weekdays, 6 p.m. on ABS-CN. 


French films 


THE 12TH FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL 

= opens today at the Shangri-La Plaza in- 

* Manila with “OSS 117," a classic French 
parody of James Bond. 

Organized by the French Embassy and 
the Alliance Francaise de Manille, the 
film fest runs until June 17 in Manila and 
from June 22 to 24 at the Ayala Center in 
Cebu. 

То be screened are choice contempo- 
rary films—drama, action thriller, come- 
dyand animation. 

Оп June 12, the festival will pay trib- 
ute to Philippine cinema with the screen- 
ing of Jeck Cogama's “Putot,” which was 
included in the official selection of the 
Clermont-Ferrand Short Film Festival, as 
well as a retrospective of the films of Bril- 
Jante Mendoza, the Filipino representa- 
tive to the Directors’ Fortnight of the 
Cannes Film Festival. 


Effective control* of 
blood sugar, hunger and 
weight for diabetics 


A breakthrough in diabetic nutrition, Glucerna SR" is the number 
one nutritional formula clinically proven to help manage 
blood sugar levels. 


Slow-Release Carbohydrate Blend Unlike. 
other carbohydrate sources which produce 
а quick spike in blood sugar after meals, 
Glucerna SR" supports the spaced or 
periodic release of blood sugar throughout 
the length of the gastrointestinal tract. 


Effective Hunger Control Registering only 
19 on the glycemic index scale, 
Glucerna SR" effectively moderates the 
highs and lows of after-meal blood sugar 
response. 


Release of blood sugar is 
controlled throughout the 
digestive tract ensuring even 
absorption by the body 
Complete with 28 Vitamins and Minerals 


A whole range of essential nutrients 


апа additional levels of Vitamins E and Bé, Folic Acid 


“I feel good knowing my 
diabetes is under control!” 


“Му doctor recommended Glucerna SR". Now I have , 


the energy to play basketball with my son and travel 

long distances as part of my work. My eyesight has 
even improved! I feel better knowing I can live a 
normal life with my blood sugar under control.” 


7 _ Mr. Rene Castañeda 
"Businessman, Husband, Father,.Glucerna SR" User 


: Now available in Glucerna SR" Single-Serve Sachets! 


| 8 : a4 ; К 
* The number 1 diabetic nutritional formula now comes in convenient 


and Chromium help maintain good diabetic health. 


High Monounsaturated Fatty Acids Glucerna SR" helps lower 
blood cholesterol and helps promote а healthy cardiovascular 
system. 


Enriched with Fiber for healthy digestion that can help promote 
Weight reduction. 


GLUCERNA SR™ is a complete and balanced low-calorie 
hiytrifional formula for people with diabetes. This delicious drink 
in buttery caramel-vanilla and creamy chocolate flavors is 
recommended by doctors and should be an integral part of 
the healthy daily meal plan of diabetics. 


4 teagi ASK your doctor about diabetes management. 

Кы 4-M4e, For free nutrition counseling, call the ABBOTT 

ё; © DIABETES HOTLINE 689-0444 or the National Toll 

$,. ‘& Free Hotline 1-800-108-433427, or email 

"Cem" — hcsphGabbott.com from Mondays through Fridays 
чь, from Bam - 5pm. 
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A Promise for Life?" 


packs to help you control your blood sugar at home or at work! 


Available in leading supermarkets, groceries, 
Mercury Drug stores and SM Supermarkets nationwide. 
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A problematic show 


STAR search shows 
may have overlooked. 
Mommy Еме 
Villasanta, 79, mother 
of TV host Ariel of the 
Айс апі Maverick duo, 
but her son did not. 
With the help of ABC-5 
and Lion's Faith 
Production, Ariel wil 
coach and manage! 
mom til she fulfills her 
wishof becominga star. 
before she reaches 
80—via a TV show. She. 
starsin "Mommy Ehie's 
Problematic Show,” the 
networks latest 
comedy series tobe 
aired starting June 12, 
at8pm.inthe 


Naman,” Ariel and the 
wady Nicole Hiyala of 
Love Radio, plus 
Mommy ЕМе, will give 
realistic, if comic, 
solutions to real-ife 
problems and concerns. 
of ordinary people. 
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‘BETWEEN HEAVEN AND HELI 
WHERE EVEN ANGELS РЕА 


a 
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presentation 
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me ГИРЕР: 


ENTERTAINMENT 


D: 


Mock me, mock me, Annabelle! 


1 THOUGHT I ALREADY MADE MYSELF 
clear on the entire Ruffa Gutierrez-Annabelle 
Rama-Yilmaz Bektas brouhaha (or should 1 
say "bruhilda-haha"?) in last week’s column. 
This scandal is coming out of people's ears, 
nationwide. The mother-daughter tandem 
seems bent to make the story drag on and on. 

And on, 

Or else, why the full media coverage of 
Gutierrez’s supposed soul-searching in Dis- 
neyland and Las Vegas? 

1 have much better things to write about. 
‘But Rama is on a rampage against me; she just 
refuses to be ignored. So pardon me for using 
precious column space to clarify matters. I 
think it's best to put everything down in black 
and white now, in a form that [can’t disown 
later, rather than grant TV interviews (I have 
begged off from requests made by “24 Oras” 
on GMA 7 and “TV Patrol" on ABS-CBN) that 
сап be spliced for the sheer purpose of sensa- 
tionalizing and/or pitting personalities 
against one another 


Who's this about again? 

Why is the issue suddenly being diverted 
from the real protagonists? l'm not trying to 
save face here. I take full responsibility for ev- 
erything that comes out in this column. But 
сап we please stick to valid questions? On 
СМА 7 “Showbiz Central" last Sunday, when 
Rama unleashed more than two mouthfuls, 
couldn't interviewer Pia Guanio ask point- 
blank if Gutierrez had really married a certain 
Richard Daloia in Nevada in 1999? 

‘That question remains unanswered. I bet 
that this paper's readers—they were the ones 
who asked, by the way, if Rama missed that 
part—would be content with a simple yes or 
no, true or false. Obviously, Rama doesn’t care 
to answer anything in the affirmative or nega- 
tive, only in expletives. 

In the process, and just to get the job of 
muddling the issue done, she doesn’t mind 
contradicting herself. She says I have no mon- 
ey, then proceeds to accuse me of hiring, 
nightly men tagged as... -can’t-say-the darn- 
word-here. I'm bobo, she insists. Why is she so 
affected by what this nitwit writes? She 
claims I became a columnist in this paper just 
because of my connections. What's that got to 
do with anything? 

T never, ever attacked their persons, let me 
get that straight. All I tackled in previous 
eolumns were inquiries from readers regard- 
ing links to a website where they had found, 
posted, a document that says Gutierrez, using 
her real name Sharmaine, had married Daloia 
five years before she wed Yilmaz. 

For the record, INQumsm Entertainment 


TRUE 
THE CARIBBEAN: 
AT WORLD'S END 


Do.tyWoop. 
ee 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


vision interviewer bound by rules set down by 
the Movie and Television Review and Classifi- 
cation Board to apologize to the viewers im- 
mediately after an offensive sound byte? 
Maybe “offensive” should be spelled out for 
some supposed pros? In fact, aren't interview- 
ers on any program—especially those who 
believe they have the chops for it and say so 


Apparently, Ruffa’s 
mother doesn’t care to 
answer anything in the 
affirmative or negative, 
only in expletives 


sought their camp for clarification but all wé 
got was a brush-off. Rama demanded that I 
desist from delving into the issue (the word 
she used was "sawsaw"). If they so abhor me- 
dia scrutiny, why didn’t they go about this 
whole thing quietly? 

Frankly, | didn't bother to watch Rama’s 
most recent interviews; I don't fancy listening 
to a broken record. But well-meaning friends 
told me how she went Dolly-bashing on 
"Showbiz Central.” It's very disappointing 
that the Kapuso network allowed such a 
heartless tirade! Does being the mother of 
GMA 7's hottest property (Richard Gutierrez) 
give her the license to waste valuable airtime 
lambasting anyone she pleases at anytime? 
The things she said on prime time TV! Maybe 
she should replace her other son, Raymond, 
оп the talk program. Maybe she has cowed 
some network execs well enough and often 
enough in the past, so that now she believes 
she can get away with anything. 


There are rules 

The "Showbiz Central" bit was probably 
great reality TV but was it journalism? 

"Ib its credit, "TV Patrol" interviewing Rama 
upon arrival at the airport last week, stopped 
when it should, when the message—Rama was 
enraged—had been delivered. They had 
deemed, and rightly so, that expansion was un- 
necessary "Showbiz Central" had to squeeze itto 
the last unsavory drop. 

‘After the ballistic Rama was done berating 
me, Pia Guanio didn’t even ask exactly where 
the venom was coming from. Was Rama mad 
at me, or had she just gone mad, period? Did 
the interview clear up anything? Isn't the tele- 


4 PAANO KITA 
IBIGIN 


themselves—supposed to be equipped with 
basic training that prepares them, in the very 
least, to be neither rattled nor intimidated by 
the interviewee? 


The Yilmaz turnabout 

The Ruffa-Yimaz split-up is all over print, 
radio and TV 1 was asked to find out what Í 
could, to balance out the one-sided hysterics 
so deftly dramatized on-cam. Not that I want- 
ed to. But duty called. I repeat: [never wrote a 
personal attack on either Gutierrez or Rama. 
That's certainly not my style. I don't fight fire 
with fire. 

Which, come to think of it, Yilmaz did! 
He called his wife a “traitor,” "Brutus," 
"that person." She could win an Oscar 
again and again, he said in a televised in- 
terview. He was prepared to “close my 
heart to these feelings" of missing his chil- 
dren, he said. "I'd rather be called a drug 
lord," he said, than have his name men- 
tioned in the same sentence as "Lady 
Annabelle" and "Lady Ruffa.” 

Of course, he made a 360-degree turn- 
about less than 48 hours later—after Rama 
threatened that Gutierrez would reveal the 
real reason for the split-up if he didn't stop 
talking. (What have we been getting all 
along?) That's another story, one that we'd 
rather ignore from hereon in. 

1 can't help but wonder: If my mom were 
still alive, would Rama have the audacity to 
character-assassinate me, as if she owned 
me? And even if she did that, would itbe aired 
оп GMA 7—former home of my mom's top- 
rating talk programs? 

Ms Rama, I may not have the kind of mon- 
ey that you have, but my mom left me trea- 
sures that money cannot buy. In the world she 
raised me in, the best things aren't things. 

Rama says in her TV ad, “Monkey, monkey, 
Annabelle” 1 say, "Mock me, mock me, 
Annabelle!" Enrich my vocabulary. Your words 
are a novelty to me. Annabelleisms! Enduring 
your wrath is a small price to pay, to prove that 
you can’t buy everybody. As a true child of 
show business, Га like to believe there's still 
hope for the industry, but only if we don't allow 
a few like you to monopolize it. 


E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. 
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Don't subvert 


AFTER THE TELENOVELA AND THE KOMIKS 
adaptation, now comes local TV's latest inno- 
vation, the sineserye. As the concocted term 
suggests, this newest batch of adaptations is 
taken from popular films. 

To date, we have “Hiram na Mukha,” 
“Sinasamba Kita,” “Walang Kapalit” and “May 
Minamahal.” It's easy to see why these film- 
to-TV adaptations have become populi 
They're relatively "pre-sold" in terms of inter- 
est value, and initially less work for the pro- 
duction's writers. 

Ironically, after the adaptation project is ap- 
proved, the writers 
have to work much 
harder to .make the 
original material more 
"interesting" for to- 
day's viewers. A lot of 
license is taken, as new 
elements in terms of 
plot and characters are 
introduced and devel- ЖУ, j, P 
oped. i f 

ges to the рот ЫЙ 
where the original ma- Nestor U. Torre 
terial has been 
tweaked so much that it becomes well nigh un- 
recognizable. So, why bother to start with an 
old fiim in the first place? Good question. 

But local TV hews to a logic all its own, and 
as long as the adaptation rates, it's all good. 
Still, this trend toward exploiting and “disman- 
ting” old material worries us, because it indi- 
cates how uncreatively pragmatic and utilitari- 
an some of our TV people have become. 

Instead of bothering to think up fresh story 
line and characters, they ve gotten used to sim- 
ply dusting off old movies, rewriting them, and 
eventually fobbing them off as their own “re- 
creations.” 

Another negative consequence is the fact 
that the trend toward deconstructed adapta- 
tions disrespects the artists involved in making 
the original film. Their carefully constructed 
work is taken apart, added to, and put together 
again without so much as a by-your-leave from 
many of them. 

True, the sineseryes “reintroduce” outstand- 
ing old movies to a new generation of view- 
ers—bur, in gravely compromised and subvert- 
ed form. So, where is the tribute there? 

‘Adaptations are also on view on TV in other 
countries, but in much less compromised 
form. 

There is greater respect for the integrity of 
the original material, and rude deconstruction 
is minimized. 

We hope that local TV people who work on 
sineseryes take stock of what they're doing, and 
do the right thing by the senior artists whose 
stories they've chosen to tell anew to а new 
generation of viewers, 


VIEWFINDER 


Film franchises forever 

‘These days, it isn’t only spiders, wizards, pi- 
rates and ogres who are on sequel mode; other 
film franchises are unveiling the latest chapters. 
of their twice-or thrice-told tales: 

After a hiatus of many years, Bruce Willis is 
back in top sardonic fighting form in “Die Hard 
4.0.” This fourth time around, his signature 
character, New York cop John McClave, takes 
on his most ruthless opponents yet—brilliant 
cyber terrorists who have the power and exper- 
tise to cripple the United States— spreading 
chaos across the globe. 

‘Also on tenterhooks are the Fantastic Four 
superheroes in their new adventure, "Rise of 
the Silver Surfer" The film starts after the 
demise of Dr. Doom, when the Fours life is 
back to normal. Little do they know that a new 
enemy known as the Silver Surfer is bent on 
destroying the world, and it's up to the Four to 
stop him—even as they have to deal with the 
return of Dr. Doom! 


‘Meet the Robinsons’ 

After "Shrek 3," the latest animated fea- 
ture го hit the silver screen is “Meet the 
Robinsons.” The time-traveling blast of a 
comedy jets viewers to an inventive, unex- 
pected techno realm of tomorrow—where 
the wildest dreams come true. Those dreams 
include those of Lewis, a young inventor in 
search of a home. 
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‘Ocean’ still 
hasn’t lost it 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


ITS NOT THE SAME WITHOUT JULIA 
Roberts and Catherine Zeta-Jones, but the new 
sequel “Ocean's Thirteen" manages just fine. 

Director Steven Soderbergh reunites with the 
rest of the cast of "Ocean's Eleven” and its sequel, 
plus Al Pacino and Ellen Barkin. This makes the 
undertaking still fun and entertaining, even when 
it falls back on the formula that made it the occa- 
sionally clever, big budgeted heist flick franchise. 

Roberts and Zeta-Jones’ characters, love inter- 
ests to George Clooney and Brad Pitts sly con 
men, respectively, are written out, their absence 
easily addressed early оп. 

But doing away with these tandems proves 
beneficial in moving the characters forward. The 
cream-ofthe-crop gang of thieves and liars re- 
unites for a new, complicated mission soon after 
опе of their own, Reuben (Elliot Gould), is be- 
trayed by new casino owner Willie Bank (Pacino). 

Ocean's team executes an elaborate payback 
scheme, refamiliarizing the viewer with each 
thief's expertise. They target Bank's operations, 
and to pull it off, they resort to teaming up with an 
old foe, Terry Benedict (Andy Garcia). 

Matt Damon is given more to do this time 
around, as his character Linus gets to disguise 
himself, complete with a prosthetic nose. The for- 
mer rookie is tasked to seduce Banks stem assis- 
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BRAD Pitt, George. 


Clooney and Matt Damon 


in "Ocean's Thirteen’ 


tant, Abigail (Barkin), resulting in some of the 


film's campier moments. 


‘One also gets to see returning actors Pitt, 
Bernie Mac, Scott Caan, Casey Affleck and Don 


Cheadle figure in some thigh-slapping—but not 


really crucial—scenes. 


“Ocean's Thirteen” stands on its own well 
enough, while piquing the neophyte viewers cu- 
riosity about the previous films. As a sequel, it 
sticks to what made it enjoyable, though focus on 


the quirkier characters wouldve been great. 


Story-wise, perhaps this is as аг as the charac- 


ters go. High-tech scamming, carefully conceived 
and relegated duties, even well-timed double- 


crosses and sneaky escapes they're all here, but 
it doesn't feel repetitious. It helps that the ensem- 


ble has loads of screen charisma, even when 


theyre just standing there, doing nothing 


Now's the time to move on and get away 


cleanly. 
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CHAD & JEREMY together with 
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June 15, Friday 8 pm 
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What ‘Jin’ likes 
& best about 


By Ruth L. Navarra 


LIFE DID NOT EXACT- 
lybecome a bed of ros- 
es when Daniel Dae 
Kim took on the role of 
Jin in “Lost.” 

“Initially, 1 got eriti- 
sms for my character because, in the 
first part of the season, Jin was portrayed 
аза man who was not nice, and who was 
mean to his wife. But that’s part of the 
characters attraction—he is a very com- 
plex man,” Kim told Inguma Entertain- 
ment in an exclusive phone interview. 

‘Asian communities abroad thought 
his was a stereotypical character that put 
‘Asian men in a bad light yet again. The 
actor got his redemption when, in one 
episode, Лз Ше was fashed back. It 
showed Jin as a very devoted and loving 
husband who was protective of his wife. 

"The character, who didn’t speak En- 
gish, was a surprising success among 
American audiences. 

“think its good for the industry to be- 
come aware that there is a market for us 
[Asians], not only as an audience but al- 
so as part of the show” Kim said. He 
went from becoming accepted to being 
sought after—as he was named one of 
People Magazines sexiest men alive in 
2005. 

"1 have the plaque, which 1 placed 
above my bed and stare at before 1 go to 
sleep,” he ested. 


What can we can look forward to in 
Season 3? 

In the beginning of the season 3, 
we find some answers that we have 
been looking for We realize that 
those we thought were our friends 


Experiential 


are not really friends. 


Do the actors know what's in 


INQUIRER store for their characters? 
EXCLUSIVE 


We have a general idea, but 
we dont really know the 
specifics. I kind of ike it that way. 


If you were marooned on an island 

and you could have one “Lost” charac- 

ter for company, who would you pick? 
Just one? 


Okay, two. 

Td take Locke (Tery O'Quinn) and 
‘Sun (Yunjin Kim). Sun because you need 
someone from the opposite sex (laughs). 


Do you have any personal theory 
about the island? 

T used to, but all my theories were 
‘wrong, so stopped thinking about it. 


One of Jin's contributions to his fellow 
survivors is that he can fish. If you 
were on that flight as yourself, what 
could you offer the others? 

T could be the one who organizes peo- 
ре. 


Like Jack (Matthew Fox)? 
Imay see myself as someone like Jack. 
Hopefully, I never have to find out. 


‘The cast members used to get together 
to watch the episodes. Do you still do 
that? 

We still do whenever we can. We're on 
the set on different days so we don't see 
each other as often as before. 


Who of the cast members are you dos- 
estto? 
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DANIEL DAE KIM 


Tm pretty close to Harold Perrineau 
(Michael), Yunjin, Dominic Monaghan 
who plays Charlie and Josh Holloway 
who plays Sawyer. 


How did you land the part? 

The producers wanted a man in his 
30s who could speak Korean. I grew up 
inthe US, but was bom in Pusan. 


What part of Jin is your own contribu- 
tion? 

Jin comes from a fishing part of Korea. 
Tlived near such a place. 


What do you like best about the set? 
like the people I work with best of all 
1 enjoy seeing them every day Мете 
friends. The hardest partis losing some- 
‘one because his character has to die. 
The new season of “Lost” premieres 
tonight, 10 p.m. on AXN. 


SHOW 
TIME 


entertainment 


TESSIE TOMAS AND TIMMY 
Cruz are the celebrity hosts of 
“Time and Transformation,” a 
unique entertainment/experien- 
tial program set at the Araneta 
Coliseum in Cubao, Quezon City, 
on Monday, June 18, starting at 7 

т. 

Through song, dance and 
snappy video exchanges among 
prominent personalities of val- 
uues-based vignettes, “Time and 
Transformation" hopes to illus- 
trate that changing for the better 
is as easy—often even enjoy- 
able—as itis urgent. 

Floy Quintos directs the 
groundbreaking musical 
presentation, which will 
feature as main enter- 
tainers Reuben Lau- 
rente, formerly of the 
CompanY, and 
dance guru Douglas 
Nierras, with guests 
Joey Ayala and 
Grace Nono. 

The Charity First 
Mime Artists and 
Apostolic _ Catholic 
Church Choir wil 
present special num- 
bers. 

Other major por- 4 
tions wil star sur- $ 
prise performers. A 
very distinguished ) 
guest is Hirdaya 
Mohini, one of 
three administra- 
tive heads of the 
Brahma Kumaris, 
the international 
organization 
mounting the event 
to celebrate 70 years 
of global service (25 
in the Philippines). 

Known to about a 
million BK students 


around the world as Dadi Gulzar 
(Bouquet of Flowers" al- 
though her real name means 
“The One Who Attracts People's 
Hearts”), the well-loved inter- 
national lecturer and spiritual 
leader is expected to address a 
10,000 capacity crowd at the 
Big Dome. 

“Time and Transformation” is 
a free concert and everyone is in- 
vited. Group reservations may be 
made via tel. nos. 890-7960 
and/or 922-9231. Or visit 
wwwcbk-int blogspot.com. 


‘It’s About Time’ 
Nonoy Zufiga and 
Juan Rodrigo lead the 
celebration of World En- 
vironment Month in the 
country via the musical 
show, "It's About Time (A 
Serenade to Mother Na- 
ture)" on Saturday at the 
Eastwood Central Plaza 
in Eastwood City, Libis 

at7 p.m. 

Guest performers 
are Marri Nallos, 
dassicapop bal 
ladeer Christan, 
the rock band 
Verses, Cy Tamura 

and Ella Bamba. 
Call (0921) 
806-1080 for de- 

tails. 


Today 
Catch A Rising 
Band featuring 
NATF and Break- 
ing Silence at 
RJTV Bar, Bel-Air, 
Makati. Call 899- 
1658 
The Groove at 
Merks Bar Bistro, 
Greenbelt 3 


Wowowee’ 
suspended 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


‘THE MOVIE AND TELEVISION REVIEW 
and Classification Board (MTRCB) has 
ordered the suspension of the noontime 
game show "Wowowee" for violation of 
its Implementing Rules and Regulations. 

"The controversial show on the Kapamilya 
network wil be suspended for three 
episodes, according to an MTRCB decision. 
signed by a three-member adjudication 
committee on June 5. 

"Considering the numerous reprimands 
ABS-CBN has been meted in prior violations, 
coupled with the seriousness ofthe incident 
at hand, the committee views that [rhe] sus- 
pension would likely be the appropriate 
penalty" the decision said. 

No suspension date had been set at press 
time. The decision was signed by adjudica- 
tion committee members Mark Fabian Cas- 
trodes, Edmund Sicam and chair Paulino 
Cases. 


‘Sudden exposure 

‘The committee members referred to the 
May 12 episode, where artist Eda Nolan 
“suddenly” exposed a breast while dancing. 
Nolan, one of the cast members ofthe youth- 
oriented show "Gokada Go" on Studio 23, 
wore a tube dress for the number. 

‘A position paper the network submitted 
to the Board denied any “actual exposure of 
the talents breast, accidental or otherwise.” 
Ik argued that "only the top portion of 
Nolan's lesh-colored bra was exposed." 

But according to the decision, a review of 
the video tape ofthe incident showed “there 
was indeed indecent exposure." 

ABS-CBN received another warning from 
the Board for “offensive remarks” made by 
the show's host, Willie Revillame, in the May 
26 episode. 

While introducing dancer Luningning 
during the “Pasalog” segment, Willie said 
“heto na ang gamot sa malalambot.” 

MTRCB chair Marissa Laguardia ordered 
network officials to meet with the Hearing 
and Adjudication Committee on June 5. 


One for GMA7 

Meanwhile, sexy actress Ruffa Mae Quin- 
to has been reprimanded anew for wearing 
a “skimpy” outfit on the May 27 episode of 
the Sunday variety show "SOP" on GMA 7. 

In the memo Laguardia sent to GMA 7 on 
May 30, she said Quinto's “private parts 
‘were slightly shown" in a dance number. 

In July 2005, GMA 75 suspended its reali- 
ty show “Extra Challenge" for one episode ав 
а response to a complaint filed by a Muslim 
group. 

‘Among the reasons of the protest was 
Quinto, actresses Aubrey Miles and Ara Mi- 
паз "sexy tops and shorts.” 


